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244 THE COMING KING

is therefore the last work to be accomplished for them prior to their
redemption.”’—*‘Daniel and the Revelation,” pp. 442, 443.

The Mark of the Beast

As the seal of God is the badge of entry into
God’s everlasting kingdom, so the mark of the beast
subjects those who bear it to the awful punishments
of the last day. Of such it is written:—

“If any man worship the beast-and his image, and
receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
His indignation.” Revelation 14:9, 10.

The worship of the beast and his image must be
a heinous sin in the eyes of Jehovah, for the penalties
against it are the most severe of any recorded between
the lids of the Bible. The receiving of the mark must
take place at the same time that the servants of God
are sealed, namely, in the last days.

What is this Mark?’

This symbol of a mark is taken from an ancient
custom as described by Bishop Newton: ¢“It was cus-
tomary among the ancients for servants to receive the
mark of their master, and soldiers of their general,
and those who were devoted to any particular deity,
of the particular deity to whom they were devoted.
These marks were usually impressed on their right
hand or on their forehead, and consisted of some hiero-
glyphic character, or of the name expressed in vulgar
letters, or of the name disguised in numerical letters,
according to the fancy of the imposer.”—“Disserta-
tions on the Prophecies” Vol. 3, p. 241.

According to Prideaux, Ptolemy Philopater com-
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manded that all Jews of Alexandria who applied for
citizenship, should have the mark of an ivy leaf (the
badge of his god, Bacchus) impressed upon them with
a hot iron.—* Connection,” Vol. I1, p. 78.

The original word for mark is defined as “a gra-
ving, sculpture; a mark cut in or stamped.”

This ancient custom of placing a significant mark
upon individuals is used as a type of a moral mark
which will be so indelibly impressed upon the charac-
ters of the rebels against the law and government of
God that it will be plain in the sight of all earthly
and heavenly intelligencies, and separate them from
the righteous as plainly as the distingnishing brand
of the ancients separated those who received it from
their fellows.

What is the Mark of the Beast

Commentators generally agree that the beast here
mentioned is the Papacy. The mark of the beast must
be some form or observance by which the authority of
that power is acknowledged. To what characteristic
of that power does this mark respond?

Daniel in describing the Papal power under the
symbol of the little horn, says: “And he shall speak
great words against the Most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the Most High, and think to change
times and laws.” Daniel 7:25.

The Papacy has in past ages been the ruling factor
in many earthly governments, and has not only tkounght
to change their statutes but has actually done so at
will. So this attempted change of law cannot refer to
human statutes. But when this power reaches forth
its sacriligious arm to change the precepts of Jehovah
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it encounters a power it cannot subvert. It can tkink
it has accomplished the change, but in point of fact
God’s law stands intact. This power can lead nearly the
whole world to follow in its errors, but the words of the
Saviour, “one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the Jaw,” set bounds beyond which no earthly power
can actually pass. Whatever claims may be set up to
the contrary are only futile imaginings. God will
search them out by and by.

Paul refers to this power as ‘“that man of sin, . . .
the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth him-
self above all that is called God, or that is worshiped.”
2 Thessalonians 2: 3, 4.

An earthly power might assume eguality with Jeho-
vah by claiming for its precepts equal authority with the
precepts of the Creator. But here we have a power pre-
sented which exalts itself adove God. It asserts its
power to change the law of God, and demands and en-
forces, so far as possible, its changed law in opposition
to God’s original law.

The “mark of the beast” is given to those who
“worship the beast.” The ‘“seal of God” is placed
upon those who worship God. How shall it be de-
termined which power the people are worshiping?—
This is distinctly shown by the law they are keeping.

By an examination of the law of God side by side
with the law as changed by the Papacy (See page 220)
this feature is made very clear. Hence when the ques-
tion is asked, ‘“What constitutes the mark of the
beast?” the answer is plain, “The mark of the beast is
the change which the beast has attempted to make in
the fourth commandment.”

Daniel did not say that this power would make a
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new law, but that it would “think to change” some
law already in existence. God has but one unchanging
law,—the ten commandments. This law the Papacy
has endeavored to change, by substituting in the
fourth commandment the first day Sabbath of the Pa-
pacy for the seventh day Sabbath of Jehovah.

By this attempted change the sea/ of God has been
stripped from His law, and the mar£ of the beast has
been substituted. The evidence of God’s authority as
Creator was removed, and the badge of the power of
the Papacy to change was put in its place. This power
does not claim that God instituted or commanded this
change in the Sabbath, but that it was made by the
“church,” and history substantiates their claim. A
few statements from reliable Catholic writers will make
plain this claim to authority :—

‘“ The Word of God commandeth the seventh day to be the Sab-
bath of our Lord, and to be kept holy ; you Protestants, without any
precept of Scripture, change it to the first day of the week, only au-
thorized by our traditions. Divers English Puritans oppose, against
this point, that the observation of the first day is proved out of Script-
ure, where it is said, the first day of the week. Acts 20:7; 1 Cor-
inthians 16:2; Revelation 1:10. Have they not spun a fair thread
in quoting these places? If we should produce no better for purga-
tory and prayers for the dead, invocation of saints, and the like, they
might have good cause, indeed, to laugh us to scorn ; for where was it
written that these were Sabbath days in which those meetings were
kept? or where is it ordained that they should be always observed?
or, which is the sum of all, where is it decreed that the observance of
the first day should abrogate, or abolish, the sanctifying of the sev-
enth day, which God commanded everlastingly to be kept holy? Not
one of these is expressed in the written word of God.”’—*Z¥eatise of
Thirty Controversies.”

In the face of the foregoing claims the Sunday-
keeping Protestant churches are silent. Many ac-
knowledge that there is no Bible authority for the
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change, but accept it solely “upon the authority of the
church.” For many years the Catholics have widely
published an offer of one thousand dollars to any one
who would, from the Bible, produce evidence that the
Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the
first day of the week, but no one has taken it. The
Sunday Sabbath is a man-made institution, and the
Papacy boasts of the change as the badge, or “mark”
of its authority, as shown by the following : —

“Ques. What does God ordain by the commandment ?

“Ans. He ordained that we sanctify, in a special manner, this
day on which he rested from the labor of creation.

“Ques. What is this day of rest?

“Ans. The seventh day of the week, or Saturday; for He em-
ployed six days in creation, and rested on the seventh. Gen. 2:2;
Heb. 4:1; etc. )

“‘Ques. It is, then, Saturday we should sanctify, in order to obey
the ordinance of God ?

“Ans. During the old law, Saturday was the day sanctified ; but
the church, instructed by Jesus Christ, and directed by the Spirit of
God, has substituted Sunday for Saturday; so now we sanctify the
first, not the seventh day. Sunday means, and now is, the day of the
Lord."—Catechism of the Christian Religion,” by Stephen Keenan
(Boston, Patrick Donahue, 1857), . 206.

Jehovah has given His Sabbath as the badge of
His authority as Creator. The little horn power of
Daniel 7:25, which we have identified as the Papacy,
not only ruthlessly tramples upon this divine institu-
tion, making God’s chosen Sabbath the busiest day of
the week, but it has erected in its place a counter-
feit institution to which it points as evidence of au-
thority to command men under sin. As in the fourth
commandment as given by the Creator we find the
seal of God, so in that precept as applied to the false
Sabbath by an apostate power, we find the badge of
the Papacy, the mark of the beast.



. Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory.” Matthew 24:30.

THERE 1s no one truth of Scripture to which so
much prominence is given as that of the second com-
ing of Christ. The New Testament is especially elo-
quent upon this subject, over three hundred references
to it being found upon its pages.

There is a reason for this prominence. The com-
ing of Christ is the consummation of the Christian’s
hope ; the event which changes the Christian’s experi-
ence from mortality to immortality, from the sorrows,
labors, privations, and agonies of the present life, to
the joys and everlasting felicities of the life to come.

Other hopes are set before us in the Scriptures;
but the hope of the coming of Christ is the crowning
hope of all; in that it brings the realization of all
other hopes. Thus Paul, writing to Titus, represents
Christians as ever “Jooking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13.

Christians should not only look for the appearing
of Christ, but they should love to contemplate it.
What man was a more true and devoted follower of .

[249]
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Christ than the Apostle Paul? To him, in life and
in death, the coming of Christ was a joyful theme, a
““blessed hope.” As he drew near to the end of his
laborious life, and was soon to stand by the heads-
man’s block the thought of the coming of his divine
Master filled all the chambers of his soul with glad-
ness. Condemned to death by an unrighteous judge,
he looked forward to the glad time when the righteous
Judge would come to judge the world in righteousness.
See 2 Timothy 4:6-8. Like Abraham he believed that
the Judge of all the earth would do right. See Genesis
18:25. ’ . ’

This righteous judgment, so full of hope and prom-
ise to the children of God, brings to those who have
slighted the gracious offers of salvation and have fol-
lowed their own evil ways, no ray of hope, no joy,
no blessedness, nothing but destruction. The heart
that will not be moved to repentance by the love of-
God, can be reached in no other way. God has no
reserve power by which to save such.

Jesus declares that His coming will be to the
wicked like the flood which destroyed the unbelieving
and wicked antediluvians, who mocked Noah and re-
jected his message of warning. Read Luke 17:26, 27.

Says Paul: “And to you who are troubled rest
with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pres-
ence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power;
when He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe (because our
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testimony among you was believed) in that day.” 2
Thessalonians 1:7-10.

To the wicked, the day of the Lord’s appearing
will be one of terror and distress. It is said of them
in that day: “And the kings of the earth, and the .
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains,
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every
free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and
who shall be ‘able to stand?” Revelation 6:15-17.

In the preceding chapters we have shown that the
relation of our Saviour to this earth has been varied,
to meet the needs of a fallen humanity, and bring
back the world to allegiance to God.

As Creator, the word of God as spoken by Him,
called the world into existence.

As the great central figure of the plan of salvation,
He was the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world.”

The Gospel of Christ was the hope of the patri-
archs and prophets of the Old Testament, and He, in
person, was the Leader of ancient Israel.

He was the greatest Teacher that the world ever
knew.

He became the Man of Sorrows on earth, taking
the nature of man and living as a man, passing through
all the experiences that a man must meet, that He
might be able to reach mankind in whatever condi-
tion they might be.

He bore the sins of the world in Gethsemane, and
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died on Calvary, that pardon might be made possible
to all who would accept the offering made at so great
a cost.

Raised from the dead on the third day, He made
the great coming resurrection day possible.

As our Mediator and Advocate, He pleads His
blood in behalf of the repenting sinner, and by it
brings to him forgiveness, justification, and righteous-
ness.

As High Priest, He now presents His own sacrifice,
His own blood, as a perfect atonement for the sins of
His people on earth, and thus the claims of His
Father’s law are fully met, sinners are saved, and the
justice of God vindicated.

But the time is very near when our Saviour will
lay off His priestly garments, assume His kingly crown,
put on His royal robes, and take to Himself the king-
dom which He has redeemed from the power of the
enemy. He is soon coming to earth to raise the
righteous dead of all generations, change the faithful
living from mortality to immortality, and with those
redeemed by His great sacrifice, reign forever. To this
great event ‘the children of God have ever looked for-
ward as the culmination of the hopes and desires of
the ages.

When He comes, it will be the same One who
once walked the earth a stranger; the same One who
died on the cross for sinners; the same One who as-
cended to heaven in the sight of His astonished and
sorrowful disciples. “This same Jesus!” Do you be-
lieve it? Jesus said, “] will come again.” ‘The angel
said, “This same Jesus” will come again, “In like
manner as ye have seen Him go.” He went away
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bodily ; He will return in the same manner. “ For
the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven.” 1 Thes-
salonians 4:16. He was borne away in a cloud; He
will come in the same way. *“Behold, He cometh
with clouds; and every eye shall see Him.” Revelation
1:7. Angels escorted Him to heaven; they will also
return with Him. “The Son of man shall come in
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him.” Mat-
thew 25:31.

But He will not come in His own glory alone.
When He comes to receive to Himself His faithful
ones, He will then appear in all the glory of heaven.
He will ““come in His own glory, and in His Father’s,
and of the holy angels.” Luke 9:26. His own glory
is above the brightness of the sun. Read Acts 26:13.
The glory of the Father can be no less, and the glory
of a single angel is described as follows:—

“ And ] saw another mighty angel come down from
heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon
his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his
feet as pillars of fire.”” Revelation 10:1. }

When Jesus comes as King, accompanied by ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands of these resplendent beings, shining in all the
glory of Himself and His Father, He will indeed be
“wrapped in a blaze of boundless glory.”

How different such a coming from that witnessed
at His first advent. He came then a stranger to His
own professed people; He will come again to be “ad-
mired in all them that believe.” Then He came in
weakness; now He comes in power to scatter His
enemies. He was then a babe in Bethlehem’s manger,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lived to wear a
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crown of thorns; now He comes a king, wearing a
crown of glory, and attended by all the shining angels.
Then He came to bear the burden of sin, to suffer and
to die; now He comes without sin, nevermore to die,
but bearing crowns of life for all His people. Thank
God that this time—
‘“ He comes not an infant in Bethlehem born,
He comes not to lie in a manger;
He comes not again to be treated with scorn,
He comes not a shelterless stranger;
He comes not to Gethsemane,
To weep and sweat blood in the garden;
He comes not to die on the tree,
To purchase for rebels a pardon ;
Oh, no! glory, bright glory environs Him now.”’

And we shall see Him. What a thought! See
Him as He is; He whose head and hairs are white
like wool, as white as snow ; whose eyes are as a flame
of fire; whose feet are like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace; whose voice is as the sound of
many waters, and whose countenance is as the sun shin-
eth in his strength. See Revelation 1:14-16. But
this is too much for our understanding. We must wait
for the glad day of His actual coming, when our eyes
may behold Him in all His splendor; for “lt doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall
see Him as He is.”” 1 John 3:2.



The King’s Reward

“Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man
according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22: 12,

THE blessed Lord said to His disciples, “] will
come again, and receive you unto Myself.” John 14:3.
To have Christ and be with Him eternally, is no
small reward. But this promise was not for the dis-
ciples alone. When ‘“Paul the aged” was in prison,
waiting for his death sentence to be carried out, he
wrote: “] am now ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand. 1 have fought a good
fight, 1 have finished my course, ] have kept the faith:
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto
all them also that love His appearing.” 2 Timothy 4:
6-8.

A crown of righteousness is a part of the great
reward which the King will bestow. This is called
by some writers a “crown of life.”” James 1:12;
Revelation 2:10. Another says, “When the Chief
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away.” 1 Peter 5:4.

But in order for this crown to be received by all
for whom it is intended, some must be called from
the dead ; for many who now sleep in the dust have

[255]
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been righteous. The Lord, however, has made pro-
vision for all these. “For this we say unto you by
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre-
vent [go before] them which are asleep. For the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 1 Thes-
salonians 4:15, 16.

Thank God that though good men may die, the
grave cannot hold them when the Lord comes and
calls for them. No, indeed; for “all that are in the
graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth.”
John 5:28, 29. Not only this, but at the very in-
stant when they come out of their graves the gift of
immortality is theirs. This is the Lord’s promise:
“Behold, 1 show you a mystery; We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised in-
corruptible [immortal], and we  shall be changed.”
1 Corinthians 15: 51, 52.

Glorious change indeed ; no more sickness, sorrow,
pain, or death, “for the former things are passed
away.” Revelation 21:4. “Death is swallowed up in -
victory” (1 Corinthians 15:54), and all things are
made new—a new life, a new home, a new occupa-
tion, a new song—and best of all, these may be en-
joyed throughout the eternal ages. '

Is all this worth looking after? Who does not
desire such a reward? Oh, to be able to receive it!
But in order to have this, each one must be “counted
worthy” of it. When the Lord comes, only the ‘““dead
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in Christ” arise at His call. 1 Thessalonians 4:16.
The rest of the dead do not rise till a thousand years
afterward. See Revelation 20:5. This shows that the
righteous are separated from the wicked when the Lord
comes. But even this is done in a moment, in the
“twinkling of an eye.” There is no time for the
judgment, then. No; before the Lord comes, He looks
over the cases of those who profess to know Him,
and decides who are faithful; all the rest are left
out, and when the King comes, the faithful alone are
raised to life. After these are taken to dwell with
Him, the wicked have their resurrection, and are
brought forth to be punished. John j5:29.

After the decision has been made as to who are
worthy to come up in the resurrection of the just,
then the Lord comes to give them the reward of
everlasting life. Let us remember, then, that we must
be ready to meet the Lord before this decision is ren-
dered ; for if we wait until the Lord is seen coming,
it will be too late. We shall then be obliged to cry,
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we
are not saved.” Jeremiah 8:2o.

The Lord gives us a solemn warning on this point.
He says to all: “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any
time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day
come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole
earth.” Luke 21:34, 35. Snares are placed in con-
cealment, where they will take birds and beasts that
are not looking for them; as they move along care-
lessly, not thinking of any danger, suddenly, in an
instant, they are ensnared, never to escape. In just

17
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the same way will the Lord’s coming overtake those
who are not prepared for it. “Watch ye therefore,”
the Saviour said, ‘“and pray always, that ye may be
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”
Luke 2r1:36.

We have seen that our resurrection, our immortal-
ity, our being with Christ, our crown of inheritance,
all depend upon, and are to be given at, His second
coming. How important, then, that coming is. If
the coming were to prove a failure, all would be lost.
But that can never be. All through the dim ages of
the past, as the saints have fallen one by one by the
stroke of death, angels’ have marked their places of
rest. And when the command of the returning Lord
shall be heard, Go, “gather My saints together unto
Me,” with what joyful haste will the angels fly to
meet those who have burst the tomb at the sound of
the voice of the Son of God!

Oh, glorious awakening! Perhaps the first sight to
greet the vision of those opening eyes in the dawn of
eternity will be the face of an angel, radiant with
glory. It must surely be an awakening of song, when
death is thus “swallowed up in victory,” and the
sweet voice of Him who is our Redeemer is heard
to sing, “] will declare Thy name unto My brethren,
in the midst of the church will 1 sing praise unto
Thee.” Hebrews 2:12. Then will the very heavens
ring with the jubilee of that assembled throng.



ren, prepas .
her husband.” Revelation 21:2.

CHrIsT, when about to leave His disciples, com-
forted them with these words: “In My Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so, ] would have
told you. ] go to prepare a place for you. And if ]
go and prepare a place for you, ] will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where 1 am, there ye
may be also.” John 14:2, 3.

There is a glorious city being built in heaven for
the faithful. Mansions are being prepared in it for the
overcomers. This wondrous city was already under
construction when Christ was on earth. On His return
to heaven, He promised to continue this work; and as
the years passed, new mansions were to be added to
meet the demands of the saints, even down to the very
time when the King shall come and claim His own.
Then, at the resurrection of the just, these mansions
shall be given them.

Then the resurrected saints and the living righteous
will be caught up “in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air.” See 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:16, 17. Borne from earth to the mansions
prepared for them in the city of God, they will there

[259]
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live and reign “with Christ a thousand years.” Rev-
elation 20:4.

During this thousand years the saints will “judge
the world,” as stated by Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:2,
and as recorded in Daniel 7:22. _At the end of the
thousand years the wicked dead will be raised. See
Revelation 20:5,6. The New Jerusalem will come
down to earth from heaven. See Revelation 21:2, 10.

For a thousand years Satan will be confined to this
earth. During this time his subjects will all be dead,
and he can deceive them no longer, for there will be
none alive to be deceived, so the earth will be a dreary
prison for him. This is called the binding of Satan.
Read Revelation 20:2.

But with the resurrection of all the wicked who
- have ever lived, a field opens again in which Satan can
work, and he is thus “Joosed out of His prison.” Rev-
elation 20:7. Thus having opportunity once again to
deceive “‘the nations” (verse 8), the earth no longer
confines him as in a prison.

The glorious new Jerusalem is before him. He once
before waged war with heaven (Revelation 12:7), and
he now determines to marshall his forces and, if pos-
sible, capture the city. It is a desperate undertaking,
- but it is his last opportunity, and he hopes to win.
This hope he presents to the vast throng of the resur-
rected wicked. In this multitude are the great warriors
of every age. He deceives them with the vain hope of
success in his enterprise.

The earth rings with the preparation for war.
When all is ready, the mighty army is gathered “to
battle, the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
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compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved
city.” Revelation 20: 8, 9.

But as they are about to wage impious war upon
Christ and the redeemed host, fire comes “down from
God out of heaven,” and devours them. Verse g.
Thus will end the kingdon of Satan, and the reign
of wickedness in all the universe of God.

This purifying fire will cleanse the earth, and it
will be made perfect and lovely as on the day when
it came from the hand of the Creator, and He pro-
nounced it “good.”

Peter, speaking of this event, says that “the ele-
ments [the atmosphere surrounding the earth] shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also [shall melt] and
the works that are therein shall be burned up.”
““ Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-
eousness.” 2 Peter 3:10, 13.

The earth will melt with the burning of that day.
The ““works” of man “that are therein shall be burned
up;” but from it will come a new earth, glorious in
all the beauty that an all-wise Creator can give it.
The “heavens,” or atmosphere which surrounds it, will
be made ““ new,” freed from all the poisonous elements
which now contaminate it.

The New Jerusalem has been preserved through
these terrible scenes by the power of God. When the
holy city comes “down from God out of heaven,” our
Saviour precedes it and prepares a place for it. “And
His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the
Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof
toward the east and toward the west, and there shall
be a very great valley.” Zechariah 14:4.
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It is reasonable to suppose that in this wonderful
valley, so miraculously prepared, the New Jerusalem
will descend. It is the largest city the world has ever
known, and requires spacious grounds.

The mount of Olives is surrounded by memories the
most sacred. It is close by Jerusalem, in which was the
temple where God was wont to meet His faithful peo-
ple. Here the Saviour loved to go with His disciples.
Whole nights He spent upon its sides in prayer, and
from it He ascended to heaven when His mission to
earth was finished.

When He returns, accompanied by the New Jerusa-
lem, how appropriate that His feet should first rest
upon the spot from which He ascended. How appro-
priate that the New Jerusalem, the capital city of the
new earth, should rest upon the spot where the earthly
Jerusalem once stood. '

Hallowed by the presencé of Christ, and transformed
by His power, this spot of earth is purified and made
ready without the action of the fires of the great burn-
ing. So while the surrounding earth is being melted
and made new, the city of our God remains unmolested,
the peaceful home of Christ and the redeemed throng.

God has seen fit to give us a minute description of
this glorious city. It lies foursquare, and it is twelve
thousand furlongs, or fifteen hundred miles, around it.
This makes three hundred and seventy-five miles on
every side. It has a wall about two hundred and fifty
feet high, built of jasper. This wall has twelve foun-
dations, made up of the rarest and most beautiful stones.
In this wall are twelve gates, each one made of a single
pearl. ‘The mansions are made of transparent gold.

The river of life issues from ‘ the throne of God
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and of the Lamb,” and runs through the main street
of the city. The river flows beneath the tree of life,
which grows on either side. From the description
given in Revelation 22:2, we understand that this won-
derful tree has two trunks—one on each side of the
river. Its branches join at the top, forming a beauti-

ful arch over the river.

““And the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations.” Verse 2. Sin has dwarfed and en-
feebled mankind ; but the leaves of this tree will re-
store the race to its original condition before the curse
of sin rested upon it. Thus all effects of the curse
will be removed.

The fruit of the tree ripens every month, and it
bears “twelve manner of fruits.” Revelation 22:2.
And as the saints come up “from one new moon to
another” (Isaiah 66:23), it is reasonable to infer that
this tree will be found loaded with a different variety
of fruit each month. The fruit of this tree perpetu-
ates the life of those who eat of it.

The New Jerusalem is the city residence of the
saved. In it are mansions for all. Outside the city,
to earth’s remotest bounds, the nations of the saved
dwell in peace, plenty, and happiness.

But they are not idle. They have their occupa-
tions and individual interests as we have now. Read
Isaiah 65:21-25. They will “build houses” to suit
their own tastes, and they will live in them forever.
““They shall not build, and another inhabit.” They will
attend to farming pursuits; for “they shall plant vine-
yards, and eat the fruit of them.” “They shall not plant,
and another eat.” There will then be no mortgages
to foreclose, nor rents to pay, nor taxes to be collected.
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Their occupation will be varied by frequent visits
to their city home in the New Jerusalem ; for *from.
one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to worship before Me,
saith the Lord.” Isaiah 66:23. But there will be
order in this new realm, and there will be those who
will govern the various provinces of the empire of
Christ; for it is stated that ‘“the kings of the earth
do bring their glory and honor into it.”” Revelation
21:24.

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed away.”” Revelation 21:4.
Forever made free from death, the saved will live an
eternal life, in duration as the life of God, with whom
““they shall reign forever and ever.” Revelation 22:5.

Lost in amazement as we contemplate these won-
" derful themes, we can only join with Paul in exclaim-
ing, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him.” 1 Corin-
thians 2 :9.



SIGNS or THE TIMES



FAMINES

“ And there shall be famines.” Matthew 24:7.

ANVTHING which cuts off the supply of food from any part of the
world produces famine in that part of the world. There are many
causes that may result in breaking ‘‘ the staff of bread,’”” among which
prominent are drought, excessive rains, floods, frosts, ravage by insect
pests, desolation of war, etc.

History records more than three hundred and fifty famines since
the memorable seven years’ famine in Egypt in Joseph's day.
Among the most prominent of modern times may be mentioned the
following : — _

In 1775 in Cape Verd, 15,000 persons perished of hunger.

In 1814, 1816, 1822, 1831, and 1846, occurred notable famines in
Ireland, occasioned by the failure of the potato crop. In 1847, the
English Parliament voted $50,000,000 to purchase food for the starving
people of Ireland.

In 1837-38, 800,000 persons perished in Northwestern India.

In 1865-66, in Bengal and Orissa about 1,000,000 persons perished.

The Famines of India

The following facts touching famines in India are gathered from
an article from Edward Russell, entitled, ‘‘Soldiers of the Common
Good.” It was published in Everybody’s Magazine for June, 19ob.

During one of India’s more recent famines eight million souls per-
ished in a single year from hunger. This number equals about one-
eleventh of the present population of the United States. These souls
were not mercifully cut off from a happy life by earthquake, or tor-
nado, or revolution, nor even by some disease doing its work in a short

time, but they died after the prolonged agonies of famine. Men, women,
[266]
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and little children perished while daily watching each other grow
gaunt and lean and sunken-eyed, watched until with parched throats
and gnawing pains they sunk upon their crouched haunches, the
bones all but protruding from their attenuated limbs, and died in the
streets already cumbered with the dead, for the reason that there were
not enough left with strength to give them burial.

A single famine in India claimed more victims in a year than have
perished in all the battlefields of the world in centuries.

We shudder at the thought of the French Revolution with its
Reign of Terror, but it would take 3,500 Reigns of Terror to kill as
many people as died in India in one year from lack of food.

In 1877 more than 5,000,000 people perished from famine in the

Sufferers in the Bombay House of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel.

presidency of Madras alone out of a population of about 30,000,000.

In the Northern India famine of 1837, 1,000,000 perished. In
1860, in the same region, 200,000 died of famine. In 1866 one-third of
the population perished. In 1869, in the same famine-stricken region,
the mortality was 1,000,000, and again in 1878 a million and a quarter
died from the same cause.

In the great famine of 1897, 3,000,000 people received government
aid, which alone kept them from starvation.

In 1900 began the ‘‘black famine,” which continued two years,
during which time many died, while 6,200,000 people were kept from
actual starvation by government aid and by relief afforded by outside
charities.

Between the years 1891 and 1901 there was an actual decrease in
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the population of India of 8,000,000 because of famine. Under normal
conditions there would have been a like increase; therefore during
that period of ten years there was, because of famine, a loss of
16,000,000 souls to the country in point of population.

Such famines as these referred to are becoming worse, notwith-
standing the large charities that flowed into the stricken regions from
nations having enough and to spare.

One sad thing about famines, not only in India, but wherever
they prevail, is that such conditions are almost invariably rendered

worse by ‘“man’s inhumanity to
man.’”’ InIndia and in Russia, for
instance, even in fruitful years the
taxgatherer leaves many of the
peasants only a scant subsistance.
Under such conditions even a par-
tial failure of crops means an in-
creased death rate and untold suf-
fering to thousands, even when it
does not reach actual starvation.
In India caste renders condi- -
tions, hard at best, even more intol-
erable and hopeless. This mon-
strous system holds India in its

Sparrows

These saucy little fellows were brought to
the United States from England that they
might destroy caterpillars. But they have
become so_impudent and aggressive that
they have driven away our native birds, are
a pest in the cities, and a menace to growing
crops. Their increase is enormous, and the
Strand Magazine estimates ‘‘that in ten
years, provided all lived, the progeny of a
single Eair would be 275,716,983,698 sparrows,
all with a greedy mouth, and all a menace to
the land.”

relentless grasp and closes the door
of hope to thousands who might
otherwise rise above their native
environment, and even lift others
up with them. Caste renders any-
thing like general progress ex-
tremely difficult if not altogether
impossible.

Caste forbids that one shall
ever rise above the station to which
he is born. One may, by breaking

caste,—that is by disregarding the rules of the system,—sink to a
lower caste, but to rise is impossible.

The Sudras, the lowest laborer’s caste, earn but $2.24 per month.
From this meager sum they feed and clothe themselves.

Why iIs the World Interested ?

There are few so selfish and unfeeling as not to have a degree of
sympathy for those who are in want and suffering. But even aside
from this natural feeling for the unfortunate, the civilized world is
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interested in the condition of the people of India. Owing largely to
the frequency of famine there, India is and always has been one of the
plague centers of civilization.

Every famine in that seemingly so far off land is a menace to the
health of the civilized world. Epidemics invariably follow famines.
Fevers, smallpox, cholera, the plague, lurk in the poisonous water
supplies, the undrained cesspools, the
germ-laden dust, the defective sanitation
attendant upon the unburied dead of the
famine- period. These epidemics always
reap a second crop of death in this be-
nighted land. In the year 1goo following

" the famine, 809,179 died of cholera,

85,796 of smallpox, and 522,704 of dysen-
tery. From India these highly contagious
diseases are carried to every foreign port,
there to break out afresh. No land is im-
mune, no household is even comparatively
safe from the menace of India’s pestilence-
breeding famines.

‘The Rabbit Pest

thIn Agx})s}raﬁa and New Zealand,
e rabbits have become a menace
Not _in _India_Alone to farmers. Some parts of Califor-
nia, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, and

But it is not to India alone that we can TUtah are also overrun with these
pests, which sometimes make crop

look for the fulfillment of Christ’s prophecy Iiigine practically impossible,
as recorded in Matthew 24:7. Three hun-

dred thousand died of starvation and attendant diseases in the re-
concentrado camps of Cuba during her war with Spain. Russia and
China have had their still more recent famines, and many districts of
these countries are always on the verge of starvation. Only a few
years since, the United States and other lands liberally contributed
to assist in caring for the famine sufferers of Japan.

‘While famine is not a direct evidence of the last days, its increas- -
ing frequency, together with the failure of food crops, shows that our
world, like a feeble old man, is wasting away to its final death. In
many localities that once produced abundantly, continual cropping
has taken the fertility from the soil, until it has become wholly un-
productive, and hence is abandoned to weeds and briars.

But still more alarming as it applies more directly to our imme-
diate needs, some of our most important food crops are failing, often
without apparent cause. The falling off of the wheat crop in the lead-
ing wheat-producing States is startling, and grave fears are aroused in



270 THE COMING KING

regard to the future of this staple bread product. For years the
papers of our land have been calling attention to the decrease of the
grain crop of the United States. The New York

population.”

Again in the same article Mr. Hill
says:—

¢ The startling feature of this changed
aspect of demand and supply is that it is

The moth has become a
terrible pest in Massachusetts.
Notwithstanding the rigorous
war upon it by the State, they are
only successful in confining it to
about 220 square miles of terri-
tory. They have not been able to
exterminate it, or appreciably to

immediate. We have to provide for a con-  diminish its ravages.
tingency not distant from us by nearly a

generation, but already present. The food condition presses upon us
now. The shortage has begun. Witness the great fall in wheat
exports and the rise of prices.”

The abundant wheat crops of a few of the Western States and
Western Canada are filling the gap caused by the falling off in the
older wheat-producing States ; but these may in turn soon show the
same record as the others. California, which for years was our
greatest wheat producing State, is showing a marked decrease in pro-
duction.

Everything indicates that the world is growing old, and is in her
dotage. The prophet Isaiah, speaking of the last days, says, ‘‘ The
earth shall wax old Jike a garment.”” Isaiah 51:6. The truth of this
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prophecy is brought to our min
ways, and especially in the uncertai
which a few years ago were regard
sure.

The cause of crop failures a
not always the same. Sometimes
it is loss of vitality of old mother
earth herself ; sometimes it is a
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lack of sufficient rain ; and sometimes
it is the invasion of insect enemies to
vegetation. During the last two de-
cades, scores of new insect pests have
arisen, at times practically extermina-
ting products of the soil that were
previously abundant. The scourge of
the locust and the grasshopper has
been felt in some of our grain-producing States. The prophet Joel
says of such pests: *‘The land is as the garden of Eden before them,
and behind them a desolate wilderness.’” Joel 2:3.

Speaking of these insects, Professor Riley says, in the Inter-
national Encyclopedia: ‘‘Insignificant individually, but mighty col-
lectively, locusts fall upon a country like a plague or blight. . . .
The morrow comes ; the fertile land of promise and plenty has be-
come a desolate waste.”’

Again the prophet Joel says: ‘‘That which the palmer-worm hath
Jeft hath the locust eaten; and that which the Jocust hath left hath the
canker-worm eaten. . . . Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord is at
hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come. . . . The seed
is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are
broken down; for the corn is withered. How do the beasts groan! the
herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture ; yea, the flocks
of sheep are made desolate. . . . The beasts of the field cry also unto
Thee: for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the
pastures of the wilderness.’” Joel 1:4-20.

To the Bible student the events transpiring around us are signifi-
cant, and point to the day near at hand when the earth and the things
that are therein, have waxed ‘‘old as doth a garment; and as a vesture
shalt Thou fold them up, and they shall be changed.’” Hebrews 1:11, 12,



“And there shall be famines and pestilences.” Matt. 24:7.

IN fulfillment of this prophecy we may expect to find in history
records of fearful destruction of human life by plague and other pes-
tilences. Our Saviour has given these things as signs of the latter
days, and from them we may know that the end draws on apace.

Pestilences have prevailed more or less throughout the entire his-
tory of the world, but it is a notable fact that they have increased both
in frequency and virulency since the beginning of the Christian era.

It is true that medical science has by the quarantine and improved
methods of sanitation done much to restrict the ravages of some of
the pestilences which formerly terrorized Christendom, but as some of
the older diseases have been measurably controlled new ones have
arisen, so that the world in its present condition is not likely ever
to emerge from the overhanging shadow and menace of pestilence.

Tuberculosis, cancer, and pellagra, while they have never been
epidemic to such an extent as to be called pestilences, are becoming
very serious menaces to the health and life of a very large part of the
human race.

Tuberculosis though known for many centuries, being descnbed
by Hippocrates more than four hundred years before Christ, has be-
come alarmingly prevalent only in modern times.

Cancer is second only to tuberculosis as an enemy of the human
race. Itis constantly upon the increase, and so far medical science
has been unable to devise any measureseither for its cure or prevention.

Pellagra, sometimes called Italian leprosy, is a loathsome disease.
Authorities are not agreed as to its cause and no cure has ever been
discovered for it. It is always fatal and no quarantine can be made
effective against it. It has been known in America for only a few
years, but already it numbers its victims by thousands and has spread
over a considerable portion of the United States.

The four most dreaded pestilences, because the most wide-spread
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in their scope, and the most rapid and virulent in their operation, are
bubonic plague, small pox, yellow fever, and cholera.

Black Death or Bubonic Plague

The black death, or bubonic plague, as it is called, is among the
oldest and most fatal of pestilences. In its presence human skill
stands paralyzed. No cure has ever been found for it.

The first accounts of this plague date back to 253
A.D. From 542 to565
it reached Constantinc
sons in one day. Bet
England four times.

Proust makes tl
eleventh and fifteenth
demics of this disea
Europe.”’

In the fourteenth
generally, reaching E
that during this vis
25,000,000 persons
London was visited i
1406, and 1428.

In 1428, 80,000
died in Dantzic.

In 1472, 40,000
died in Paris be-
tween sunrise and
sunset,— one day.

In 1563, 1,000
aweek died in Lon-
don, 200,000 died
in Moscow, and
50,000 at Lyons.

In 1576, Venice lost 70,000.

In 1603, 38,000 died in London, and 1,000,000 in Egypt.

In 1656, Genoa lost 60,000.

In 1664 was the great plague of London. The total deaths were
68,596. The infected houses were marked with a red cross and the
legend, ‘‘God have mercy upon us.”

In the eighteenth century, the plague visited Constantinople, and
spread along the Danube.

In 1743 it appeared in Sicily, in 1744 in Hungary, then success-
ively in European Turkey and Moldavia.

18
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It was in Constantinople in 1802-3, Armenia and Bagdad in 1807,
Russia in 1808, Turkey and Egypt in 1828, Russia in 1834-35.

In 185354 it spread over Europe, Asia, and Africa.

It appeared in Europe on the Volga in 1878-79.

Since that time it has broken out many times in different places,
but modern sanitary science has confined it to some degree.

In December, 1899, the plague appeared in Honolulu. There it
became such a menace to the health of the people that a portion of
the city was burned for the purpose of eradicating it. In 1900 two
cases reached the port of New York, and the same year it found
lodgment in San Francisco, where it retained a foothold until several
years after the great earthquake and fire of 19o6.*

Deaths From Plague

During the years 1896~
1905, the deaths from
plague in India are offi-
cially reported as follows :

1%6— 2,219
1897—— 47,991
W o3k
102,369
73,576
234,672
445.293
201,893
1904 888,678
1905 est. 1,300,000
The increase from year
to year is alarming. Un-
less effective measures for
controlling this plague are
taken, it will not be long
confined to India. Alread
it is a menace to the world,
and may soon reach our
doors.

communicated at any stage of its course.
It is generally believed that the Saracens introduced

in the year 520.

The time was when this plague could have
been stamped out, or at least brought under con-
trol. But the apathy of the world to this menace
will surely bring it to other lands. Already have
many cases been reported in South America, Ha-
waii, San Francisco, and some of the eastern cities
of the United States. In some unhealthful season
we may expect this plague to find its way to our
very doors. Until intelligent, untiring effort is
put forth to guard India against both famine and
pestilence no country in the world is safe from the
plague which it breeds.

Smallpox

Smallpox is one of the oldest pestilences of
which we have any account. The contagion ex-
ceeds in virulence any other disease, and may be
It appeared in Europe

smallpox into many parts of Europe in 770.
In 1517 it was carried by adventurers to the West Indies.
It reached Mexico in 1520, and Brazil in 1563.
The last great epidemic in Europe and America began in 1870 and

abated in 1873.

*Bubonic plzague is communicated to human beings largelg' if not entirely by
o

flea bites, Ratsa

porting them from one section o not! n of
Rats themselves suffer from this disease, which is carried from them

tant cities.

rd a breedinf place for fleas and also furnis!

a a means of trans-
a city to another, or even of carrying them to dis-

to human beings by fleas. Any ship coming from an infected port is likely to
bring the plague, even though there may be on board no known case of the dis-

ease. It may car

infect

rats and fleas. Some years ago the plague reached

San Francisco in this way, and found a lodgment in Chinatown, It was exceed-
ingly hard to eradicate, and it is believed by some authorities that its seeds still
linger there. It isalso stated that the grey ground squirrels so abundant in that
State have become infected and are therefore a serious menace to the lives of the
people even in the rural districts.
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Yellow Fever

Yellow fever is typhus in its nature. It is most prevalent in a
hot climate, and is especially virulent where sanitary conditions are
disregarded. Frosts and a low temperature check its action ; but the
germs of the disease often lie dormant until the return of warm
weather, and then come into fresh activity. For twenty-five consecu-
tive years Philadelphia had its epidemic of yellow fever each summer,
the germs remaining dormant during the winter.

It appeared in Charleston, South Carolina, and in Philadelphia,
in 1793, and spread thence to New York and the ports of New Eng-
land, as far north as New Hampshire. It has also prevailed to some
extent in the Southern States and in other countries, since the dawn
of the present century.

Cholera

This is also a modern disease, for the attention of physicians was
not called to it until the year 1817. At this time it broke out in Brit-
. ish India, resulting in great loss of life to both Europeans and natives.
During the next three years it raged in Ceylon, spreading thence to
China on the east and Persia on the west.

In 1823 it prevailed in Asia Minor and Russia in Asia, and was
very severe in India.

In 1831-32 it reached England. The scourge next attacked
France, Spain, and Italy, and finally crossed the Atlantic and invaded
both North and Central America. In the course of twenty years the
whole world was visited by the pestilence.

The outbreak of 1847 covered a much wider area than that of
1832, Russia, the whole of the American continent, and the West In-
dies being sorely smitten.

The third outbreak, in 1850, originated in India, passed to Europe
in 1853, and attacked the armies in the Crimea, especially at Sebastopol.

In 1865-66, a fourth, but less violent, visitation yielded to sanitary
measures.

In 1891—92, there was cholera in Russia and Germany.

But the most severe scourge of recent years was in Russia and
Italy during the summer and Autumn of 1910. Between June 25 and
October 7 there were 332,881 cases and 153,581 deaths in Russia alone.
The mortality covers fifty per cent.

The Last Plagues

In the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of Revelation we read of
seven terrible plagues which will visit the dwellers on this earth.
These plagues immediately precede the end of this dispensation ; for
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with the seventh plague comes the last great earthquake, which ac-
companies the appearance of Christ to this earth. See Revelation 16:
17-20; 6:14-17.

Seven angels have charge of these seven great calamities. ‘‘And
the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there.fell
a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the
beast, and upon them which worshiped his image. . . . And they
gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed the God of heaven be-
cause of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.”
Revelation 16 : 2, 10, II.

This description seems to apply to some such pestilence as the
“black plague,” but in an aggravated form. This plague does not
cease when the next one follows; for in verses 10 and 11 it is spoken
of as still doing its terrible work while the fifth plague is falling.

Truly there are terrible scenes yet to be enacted, and the pesti-
lences and calamities which are becoming so frequent are but the fore-
runners of more awful events still before us. Quarentines serve now
to check the spread of pestilences, but the time is coming when this
will not be so. -

The time of ¢ the Lord’s anger” is drawing near. His forbear-
ance and mercy will spare a world in which wickedness is rife, until
His people are all made up, and then the judgments of Jehovah will
fall. To the righteous of this time the prophet appeals; ‘‘ Seek ye
the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought His judg-
ment ; seek righteousness, seek meekness : it may be ye shall be hid
in the day of the Lord’s anger.” . Zephaniah 2:3. These plagues are -
poured out upon the wicked alone. See Revelation 16:2, 6, 11.

When the plagues of God were poured out on Egypt, the dwelling-
place of the children of Israel was free from them. In this last great
outpouring of the plagues of God’s wrath, the dwelling-places of His
people will also be free, for the almighty God will spare and hide
them. For the divine promise by the mouth of the prophet is:—*‘He
shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou
trust : His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be
afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruc-
tion that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.
Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the
wicked. Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even
the Most High, thy habitation ; there shall no evil befall thee, neither
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.”” Psalms 91 :4-10.
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places.”” Matthew 24:7.

EARTHQUAKES occur in direct fulfillment of our Saviour’s proph-

ecy as quoted in

this text. Like the other calamities which have

come upon the earth, we may expect that they will become more fre-
quent and destructive as we near the end. History informs us that
such has been the case, as shown by the following significant and im-

portant facts : —

From B. C. 1700 to A. D. 96, a period of 1,796 years, we read of
only sixteen earthquakes, making an average of one in 112 years.
From A. D. 96 to A. D. 1850, a period of 1,754 years, about the

‘Wreck of Cathedral Tower at
Manils, in Earthquake of 1880

same length of time as given in the first period,
there were 204 earthquakes, giving one to every
eight years.

From 1850 to 1865, a-period of fifteen years,
there were fifteen earthquakes, or one for each year.

From 1865 to 1868, a period of three years,
there were fifteen earthquakes, or an average of-five
for each year.

Professor Fuchs states that in the year 1885
there occurred 97 earthquakes, and that there were
104 during the year 1886.

Prof. Harry Fielding Reid, of John Hopkins
University, special expert in charge of U. S. Geo-
logical Survey, in a private letter to the author of
this book, under date of Nov. 19, 1910, states that
the list of felt earthquakes for 1903, published in
Germany, and the lists of 1904 and 1905, published
by the International Seismographical Association,
each record in the neighborhood of four thousand
earthquakes, and of course they are not complete.

Chamber’s Encyclopedia says, ‘‘ It is estimated
that 13,000,000 people have perished by earth-
quakes.”

The Christian Stalesman of July 17, 1875, says :
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Table of Earthquakes
in the United States
from 1872 to 1885.*%
1872 18
1873 ——27
1874 ——20
1875 ——33
1876 ——20
187g —33
1878 ——29
1879 —— 19

1885 51

14 years, 453

Average, 32.4 per year.
*Statistics are not
available to bring this
table up to date, but
in the light of Prof.
Reid’s statement on
gage 277, we cannot
oubt that the in-
crease in the number
of recorded earth-
quakes since 1885 has
been very large.
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‘“The continual occurrence and great severity of earth-
quakes have distinguished the period in which we are
now living above all others, since the records of such
phenomena began to be generally perceived.”

D. T. Taylor, in *“ The Coming Earthquake,’’ states
that in the single year of 1868, over 100,000 persons per-
ished by earthquakes. In January, 1869, there were
eleven earthquakes, two of them great and destructive.

Referring to the great earthquake of 1868, Zell’s Cy-
clopedia says that in the Sandwich Islands and on the
west coast of South America, it was one of the most de-
structive recorded in history. From Callao to Iquique
the whole coast of Peru was destroyed. Immense tidal
waves swept the coast. It is calculated that 30,000 per-
sons perished in South America in this earthquake.

The catalogue of the British Society mentions more
than 600 earthquakes between the years 1606 and 1872.

Among the most violent in the United States may
be mentioned the one which occurred in the years
1811-12, the facts in regard to which are taken from

‘‘ Great Events of the Greatest Century.”

This earthquake was felt along the Mississippi River, from the
mouth of the Ohio to that of the St. Francis, a distance of about three
hundred miles. Thence it swept eastward, and died along the shores
of the Atlantic. This may be described
as a series of earthquake
shock was felt in Decen
the last in February, 18
ing a period of over two

The water of the Mi:
which was tolerably c¢
changed to a reddish hue
thrown up from the
bottom. Wide fis-
sures opened along
the shore, and,
closing again,threw
water and mud
higher than the
tops of the trees.
Boatmen pushed
off from the shore
to avoid the peril

B1Ves nuy hl.\.}llllll.. 4deae

the city of Lisbon in ruins,
killing 50,000 people in that city. It shook the whole Spanish
coast and demolished 2,000 houses in Mitylene and the Archi-
pelago. Progerty valued at more than $27,000,000 was lost. This
was followed by pestilence, which carried off more than 150,000
people in Constantinople."
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on the land, and many of them were overwhelmed in the surging,
foaming waters, which sometimes rose and fell several feet in a few
moments. Others were carried inland by the rising waters, and were
left high and dry when they receded.

Severe shocks have been felt in California, prominent among
which were those of 1865 and 1868, the latter being particularly
destructive.

A severe earthquake visited Charleston, S. C., in 1886, in which
forty persons lost their lives, and §5,000,000 worth of property was
destroyed.

Disastrous Earthquake in California
There have been other earthquakes causing greater loss of life,

San Francisco Fire

but one of the most destructive to property ever known was the great
California earthquake of April 18, 1906.

This earthquake was confined to the coast counties of Central Cali-
fornia, with San Jose as the center of disturbance. The principal
damage done by it was in Napa and Sonoma Valleys, north of San
Francisco, and the Santa Clara, Pajaro, and Salinas Valleys, south of
San Francisco, together with the hills of the Inner Coast Range, ex-
tending from San Francisco to Monterey. The principal cities and
towns affected were San Francisco, Oakland, Santa Rosa, and San Jose.
The smaller towns of Santa Clara, Los Gatos, Gilroy, Palo Alto, Santa
Cruz, Monterey, Watsonville, Pacific Grove, Salinas, Hollister, Red-
wood City, Mountain View, and Healdsburg also suffered severely.

The damage to property in San Jose amounted to about five mil-
lions of dollars. Nineteer. lives were lost in that city.. At Agnew's
- Asylum, a few miles to the north in the same county, 110 patients
perished in the collapse of the buildings.
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Santa Rosa, a city of about ten thousand people, suffered severely.
About fifty lives were lost, and the destruction of property was very
heavy, fire following the earthquake.

In the Sonoma Valley nearly all the towns were destroyed. Not
one building was left standing in Sebastopol. ILeland Stanford Uni-
versity at Palo Alto suffered severely, the damage being estimated at
$4,000,000.

But the most terrible destruction both of life and property was at
San Francisco, the metropolis of the State. As nearly as can be es-
timated, the property loss was $350,000,000, while the loss of life has
been placed at only 452. That it was not greater was owing, no doubt,
to the fact that the earthquake occurred at an early hour in the morn-
ing, before the people were astir, and before the offices and business
houses in the down town sections, which suffered most severely from
the earthquake, were occupied by the forces employed there.

The earthquake proved but the beginning and much the least
destructive part of the disaster. Fire quickly followed, and raged for
three days before it was brought under control. An area approxi-
mately four miles square was burned over, being practically the entire
. business part of San Francisco, together with many residences, inclu-
ding the homes of the millionaires on Nob Hill.

Earthquake in Chili

While the horror of San Francisco’s disaster was still fresh in the
public memory, cable despatches from Chili reported that a similar
catastrophe had befallen Valparaiso, a city of 160,000 inhabitants, and
the most flourishing port of Western South America. There were two
distinct and terrific shocks, the second following almost instantly
after the first, and completing the work of destruction. At eight
o’clock the whole city seemed suddenly to swing backward and for-

ward, and then came a sudden jolt of such
i »uildings toppled to the
ittle plaster, whole rows

seconds.

At Valparaiso the
rumble of the first
two shocks lasted
about three minutes.
Then followed four
other shocks inquick
succession. The elec-
tric lights went out,
the gas mains were

Valpnnico, D Y d by Earth k
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broken, but the
frightened people
could see in the
dusk the massive
stone walls of the
houses swaying and
lurching like ships
in a heavy sea. One
edificeafter another :
caved in, burying
many of the occu- . .

pants who had been Quilotts, Now Destroyed

unable to make their way to the streets. Fires started in various
parts of the city, until it appeared from the harbor like a seething fur-
nace, the ruins standing up blackly against the red glare. In a short
time the entire business district of the city was in ruins. The water
front began to sink, carrying down with it the stone docks and great
warehouses, the extent of which emphasized the commercial import-
ance of Valparaiso.

Santiago and other smaller cities also suffered severely from this
same earthquake. Itis estimated that a thousand lives were lost in
Valparaiso and Santiago, and that the money loss would exceed
$250,000,000, a much larger sum in proportion to the ability of the
people to bear it than the loss suffered in San Francisco.

One of the most monumental disasters of all time visited southern
Italy and the island of Sicily at 5 :20 o’clock, on the morning of De-
cember 28, 1g08. The most of the inhabitants were still sleeping
when the first shock came. Nobody knows or will ever know in this
world exactly how many lives were lost, but the number has been
officially stated as reaching 200,000. Reggioon the southern extrem-
ity of the Italian mainland, and Messina near the northeastern extrem-
ity of Sicily, suffered the most, though there was much loss of life and
destruction of property over an area of nearly fifteen hundred square
miles. A tidal wave followed the earthquake. Many fast in the
ruins were either drowned on the spot or were swept out to sea.

July 11, 1909, about 200 persons were killed by an earthquake in
southern France. On July 8 of the same year Messina, Italy, suffered
from another shock, scarcely less severe than that of December 28 of
the previous year. July 8, 1909, parts of India and Asiatic Russia suf-
fered from a severe earthquake shock, which destroyed much property
and killed a number of people. On the 15th of the same month a
number of ‘buildings were wrecked and several persons killed by
earthquake in southern Greece, Fifteen days later, light earthquake
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shocks were experienced in Illinois and Iowa, and on the same dayan
earthquake in southern Mexico destroyed several villages, killing
a number of the inhabitants.

Opinion of

Religious Papers

The editor of a religious
weekly paper published in
the heart of the California
earthquake district, says: —

““These are days when
the world has nearly forgot-
ten God. . . . God has not
forgotten those who have for-
gotten Him. He is endeav-
oring to bring the world to
its senses, and to teach men
the lesson upon which their
eternal welfare depends.

‘‘ These destructive agen-
cies are becoming alarmingly
active, and the fact should
cause sober reflections in the
minds of thinking people.
The word of God will throw
light on the situation to those
who seek light from that
source. It is the hour of
God’s judgment. Thedivine
judgments are in the land,

"~ and the work of judgment
must become more and more
marked until the climax of
God’s controversy with sin
in the earth is reached, and

>f the visible appearing of the Son
louds of heaven with His angels,
est of the earth.”

iere is in all this something very
e words of the prophet : —
is utterly broken down, the earth
ed, the earth is moved exceed-
rth shall reel to and fro like a
shall be removed like a cottage;
11 fall, and not rise again. And it
shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall
punish the hosts of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of
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the earth upon the earth. . . . Then the moon shall be confounded,
and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount
Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously.’’ Isaiah
24 :19-23.

The editor of the New York Witness, said : —

‘It is not pleasant writing to recount the horrors that have come
upon the human race; yet there are times when it is in order, and
now appears to me to be the occasion.

‘‘The terrible catastrophe in California is upon the lips of most
people. It will be a seven days’ wonder, and will then give way in
the minds of the people at large to some other strange occurrence.’’

Jesus says : ‘‘ All these things are the beginning of sorrows.”

The sure word of prophecy informs us that just before the coming
of our Lord from heaven, there will be an earthquake more awful
than any that has been experienced since the ‘‘fountains of the deep
were broken up’’ at the flood. In this calamity the whole earth will
be involved. ‘‘The foundations of the earth do shake. The earth is
utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved
exceedingly. The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and
shall be removed like a cottage.’’ Isaiah 24 :18-20.

The apostle-prophet John says of this earthquake: ¢‘There was
a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth,
so mighty an earthquake, and so great.”” ¢‘‘And every island fled
away, and the mountains were not found.” Revelation 16 :18, 20.

Very many texts in the Bible refer to this terrific convulsion
which takes place in connection with the great day. Here is one pas-
sage: ‘‘The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice
from Jerusalem ; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the
Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the children
of Israel.” Joel 3:16. On this point read carefully Ezekiel 39:19, 20.

May we have made our peace with God so that we may be ‘‘hid
in the day of the Lord’s anger.”” May ours be the experience foretold
by David of this time: ‘¢ A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten
thousand at thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only
with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.”
Psalms g1:7, 8.



IN connection with the consideration of earthquakes, we can
very appropriately present the matter of the ever increasing volcanic
action, now becoming so pronounced as to be the subject of careful
and continuous scientific inquiry.

Peter, speaking of the scoffers that should arise in the latter days,
deriding the argument that the ‘end of the world is drawing nigh,
says: ‘‘For this they are willingly ignorant of, that by the word of
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water
and in the water, whereby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished. But the heavens and the earth, which are now,
by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day
of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 2 Peter 3:5-7.

This destruction of the world by water is used by the apostle as a
symbol of the impending destruction by fire; which the word of God
assures us is certainly coming. In the account of the deluge we are
told that ‘‘ the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the
windows of heaven were opened.”” Genesis 7. Not only did rain
descend from above, but the waters stored in the bowels of the earth

[284]
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burst forth, thus adding to the terrible force of the deluge and com-
pletely changing the face of nature. Therefore we must believe that
the Lord will not only rain fire from heaven, even as He did upon
Sodom and Gomorrah, but fires will also burst forth from the interior
of the earth.

Something of this kind would seem to be foreshadowed by Isaiah
34:9: ‘‘The streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust
thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning
pitch.” The previous verse declaresthat this is a description of ‘ the
day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the con-
troversy of Zion.”

- Vesuvius

In Southern Italy, ten miles E. S. E. from the city of Naples,
stands the huge volcanic mountain known as Mt. Vesuvius, rising
2,300 feet above the leve] of the sea, with formerly a cone 1,900 feet
tall, giving a total height of 4,200 feet above sea level. During me-
dieval times, Vesuvius was looked upon as being the ¢‘‘opening of
hell.”” It had been in eruption in A. D. 63, which is the first record we
have of this volcano. But as time passed Vesuvius became again in-
habited.

In A. D. 79, without warning, steam, smoke, fire, and ashes burst
from Vesuvius. The cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum were slowly
smothered out of sight.

Another eruption occurred in A. D. 223, another in A. D. 473, and
nine others from that time on to A. D. 1500. Since the last date there
have been many eruptions with serious results.

Notwithstanding the warning contained in the awful destruction
visited upon Pompeii and Herculaneum and their adjacent villages,
and ignoring the continued warning furnished by frequent eruptions,
the people again clustered around the base of Vesuvius and even built
their homes and planted their vineyards upon his very sides. All
danger seemed to be forgotten.

But in 1902, notes of warning were again heard from Vesuvius,
and again in February, 1906. At these eruptions, the ashes in ever
increasing quantities, darkened the sky and filled the air with suffo-
cating fumes, while lava streams swept on and on towards the doomed
villages, and the city of Bosco Trecase with its 10,000 inhabitants.
The terrified people hastily abandoned their homes and fled. On
Saturday, the 7th, the city was destroyed.

The great loss of life in the destruction of Bosco Trecase and
Ottajan was due to the vast fall of ashes crushing in the roofs of the
houses. It is estimated that fully 5,000 houses were destroyed in this
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way, many of the people being buried with them. Another sickening
scene of horror was seen at San Guiseppe, when the roof of the market
house caved in from the weight of ashes upon it, burying some 200

persons in the ruins.

The total estimated loss of life in this eruption of Vesuvius is
placed at 2,000 personms, and the loss in property at not less than

$20,000,000.

Krakatoa, in the Strait of Sunda

The most disastrous volcanic eruption known to recent times was
that of Krakatoa, a small volcanic island in the Sunda Strait, between
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Volcano, Jsdand of Krakotoa

Java and Sumatra. This erup-
tion occurred upon the night
of August 26-27, 1883. According
to the ‘‘New International Ency-
clopadia,” art. ¢ Krakatoa,” ‘“a
mass of rock material, estimated at
more than a cubic mile, was thrown
into the air in the form of Japilli
and dust by a succession of explo-
sions that were heard at a great dis-
tance.” ‘‘A series of gigantic sea
waves was also generated, and
these caused great loss of life.”
“The total loss of life probably
exceeded 30,000, one authority es-
timating it at 36,380.”

The Mount Pelee Disaster

One of the most terrible disas-
ters due to volcanic eruption oc-
curred May 12, 1902, by the sud-

den bursting asun-
der of Mount Pelee,
on the Island of
Martinique, Wind-
ward Islands. Be-
tween this moun-
tain and the bay
was St. Pierre, a
city of 30,000 in-
habitants. Not one
| actually in the city
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at the time of the disaster was left to describe the horror of the scene.
Thirty thousand souls were in a moment ushered into eternity, over-
taken by the destroyer, some in their quiet homes, some in the marts
of the business quarters, and some —alas, in the haunts of vice.

Many of the descriptions of this scene, though vivid, and doubt-
less accurate as far as they go, fail of mentioning one important fea-
ture of the Mt. Pelee disaster, namely, the combustible gases, which

Vokanic Eruption of Mt. Pelee, St. Pierre, Martinique, May 12, 1902

coming out of the mountain spread over the city and bay, enveloping
in their deadly embrace both city and shipping.

The Elements Shall Melt

The destructive work of explosive gases at the eruption of Pelee
is most suggestive of the time foretold by the Apostle Peter (2 Peter
3:10), when ‘‘The heavens shall pass away with a.great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat.”

Of the condition of the earth following this time of universal de-
struction, the prophet says: * From generation to generation shall it
lie waste. . . . He shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and
the stones of emptiness.”” Isaiah 34 :10, II.

Who can hear of, and read about, these awful calamities, and not
realize that God is, in mercy, warning all to flee from the wrath to
come, while yet probation shall be extended to them?




the world has never before known.

Cyclones

The late T. De Witt Talmage, in a sermon on the ‘ Wonders of
the Day,"’ delivered in 1883, said : —

““Look at the cyclones — the disastrous cyclones. At the mouth
of the Ganges are three islands,— the Hattia, the Sundeep, and the
Decan Shahbaspoor. In the midnight of October, 1876, the cry on all
those three islands was, * The waters! the waters !’ A cyclone arose
and rolled the sea over those three islands, and of a population of
340,000, 215,000 were drowned, only those being saved who had
climbed to the tops of the highest trees. D:d you ever see a cyclone 2
No? I pray God you may never see one.

““But a few weeks ago I was in Minnesota, where there was one
of those cyclones on land, that swept the city of Rochester from its

[288]
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foundations, and took dwelling-houses, barns, men, women, children,
horses, and cattle, and tossed them into indiscriminate ruin. It lifted
a railtrain, and dashed it down, a mightier hand than that of the engi-
neer on the air-break. Cyclone in Kansas within a few months, cy-
clone in Missouri, cyclone in Wisconsin, cyclone in Illinois, cyclone
in Jowa. Satan, prince of the power of the air, never made such cy-
clonic disturbances as he has in our day. And am I not right in say- -
ing that one of the characteristics of the time in which we live is
disasters cyclonic? ”’

Satan is ‘‘the prince of the power of the air.”” Ephesians 2:2.
He delights to bring calamity upon the earth. His efforts in this di-
rection will be much greater, and the destruction more awful, as we
near theend. John says of this: ¢ Woe to the inhabiters of the earth
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”” Revela-
tion 12:12.

So long as God has a work to do on the earth, and a people to gather
from among its nations, the wrath of Satan will be restrained. But
Paul says that the people living in the last days * shall wax worse and
worse.” As man rejects God, His Spirit and restraining power are
withdrawn from the earth, and Satan will have more power to work
his own wicked will.

This principle is brought out in the history of Job. The devil
complained that God had * made an hedge about him, and about his
house, and about all that he hath on every side.” Job1:10. But
when the Lord removed His protection, and allowed Satan to work
his will upon Job, the mighty leader of the fallen angels marshaled
his forces to destroy him and all his possessions. These servants of
Satan, which were at his call, were not only the wicked bands of the
Sabeans and the Chaldeans, but also the fire from heaven, and the
wind from the wilderness.

We little realize what we owe to God for the protection he has
given us all our lives. When this protection is finally and fully re-
moved, as it soon will be, then Satan will bring upon this earth the
direst calamities. Already he has begun his work, and the world
stands appalled at the awful havoc wrought.

Tidal Waves

The tidal waves which have swept over different parts of the earth
seem, if possible, more terrible than the cycloune, though somewhat
less frequent. One of them in the South Pacific is thus described by
a British vice-consul : —

““What a sight] I saw all the vessels in the bay carried out irre-

19
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sistibly to sea; anchors and chains were as packthread. In a few
minutes the great outward current stopped, stemmed by a mighty
rising wave, I should judge about fifty feet high, which came with an
awful rush, carrying everything before it in its terrible majesty,
bringing the shipping with it, sometimes turning in circles, as if
striving to elude their fate.”

October 23, 19I0, that section of country adjacent to Mt. Vesuvius,
in Italy, was visited by a triple phenomenon apparently without par-
allel. This was nothing less than a volcanic eruption, a tornado, and
a tidal wave all occurring simultaneously, and occasioning great de-
struction of property and considerable loss of life.

God’s word points out an unprecedented hail storm which will
break in its fury upon the earth: ¢‘And there fell upon men a great
hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent [about 100
pounds] : and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail.”

This is the last of the ‘‘seven last plagues.” ¢‘And then shall
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven : and then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”” Matthew 24 : 30.

Cyclone at St. Louis, Mo., May 27, 1896

Among the most disastrous storms of a cyclonic nature which ever
visited the United States was the one which swept over the city of St.
Louis, Mo., May 27, 1896. It approached in two successive waves, as
though they were parts of a mighty army under control of one com-
mander, the second wave exceeding in intensity of force and in de-
structive power the one preceding it. It left the eity with more than
200 human lives crushed out, and $50,000,000 in property destroyed.

First came a hurricane, ac-
companied by a mighty downpour

ing twenty minutes,
+ streets and cellars.
an interval of a few
:st, and then followed
a terrific tornado,
lasting but a few
minutes, but dur-
ing that short
time the city was
so changed that
it was hardly rec-
ognizable. The
trees in the park

Lafayette Park Presbyterian Church
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were swept away like grass before -

scythe, one park having only si

The strongly built and palatial r

the wealthy were torn in pieces !

the tenements of the poor.

School houses, hospitals, rail-

way stations, churches, manu-

facturing establishments,—

everything alike was torn,

wrecked, unroofed, or demol-

ished, and all drenched with

' blinding streams of water,

which came down as though

the very windows of heaven The Storm at Eads Bridge
were opened. ‘“If anything

was passed by comparatively unharmed,’’ said one newspaper corres-
pondent, ‘‘it seemed to be more like a freak of some malevolent spirit
than a lack of power to destroy.”

The air was full of flying debris of all kinds. Objects weighing
tons were hurled through the air apparently as easily as those weighing
but a few pounds. The streets were blocked to travel, and a network
of tangled wires from the fallen telegraph and telephone poles was
spread over all. ' . .

Fire broke out in many places, and as the firemen were powerless
to help, nothing but the rain which fell in torrents saved the cify from
entire destruction. The boats and river craft of all kinds, exposed to
the fury of the blast, were dismantled, overturned, and sunk, carrying
their crews down into a watery grave. The terrible force of the wind
may be seen in the fact that the eastern approach to the great Eads
Bridge, a structure of stone and steel intended to last for all time, was
wrecked by the storm, the steel railings being blown entirely away.

No tongue can tell, no pen record, the terrors of those few min-
utes and the night of horror that followed. The dead were every-
where. The wounded, many of them covered by fallen buildings or
held down by timbers and other debris, cried piteously for help. Dis-
tracted people sought for their friends. The mourning for the dead
and the joy of reunited families were often strangely mingled.

In this case, as in many others, we see the ‘‘ stormy wind fulfilling
His word,” and we may hope and trust that while the judgments of
God are in the earth, some at least of the inhabitants of the world
will learn righteousness. See Isaiah 26:q.

Cyclone at Bradshaw, Neb., June 13, 1890
As an illustration of the cyclones which so frequently visit some
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sections of the
United States,
one which oc-
curred June 13,
1890, by which
the village of
Bradshaw, Neb.,
was destroyed,
may be noted.
The town was
a complete wreck, only three buildings remained
standing in the village of four hundred and fifty inhabitants. The
track of this cyclone was about one-fourth of a mile wide.

Tidal Waves in Japan

In the island empire of Japan earthquakes are frequent. These
are generally accompanied by tidal waves, and as there is a large
amount of coast line, with many small and low-lying islands, all
densely populated, the loss of life from this cause is often very great.
The whole group of the Japanese islands is of volcanic origin, and the
mighty internal force which gave the islands existence still operates
in a way to bring great calamities upon the people. In 1882 the sea
washed away whole towus, and thousands of persons were destroyed.
But the crowning disaster to Japan in modern times was experienced
June 15, 1896. (See chapter heading.) The tidal wave strock the
coast in its greatest force at the town of Kamaishi, about three hun-
dred miiles north of Tokyo. Thirty miles of coast line were swept by
the mighty wall of water, and for this distance all signs of human
habitation were destroyed as far inland as the wave extended. Thirty
thousand persons perished at this time.

Hurricane and Tidal Wave at Galveston, Texas

Galveston is the chief Gulf city of the Southwest. Its population
at the time of the awful visitation was 37,798. There had been pro-
vided on the Gulf side two stone breakwaters, but the time came when
these proved entirely inadequate to protect the city from the fury of
the sea.

Toward evening of the 8th of September, 1900, a tide of five feet
brought the waters of the Gulf within one foot of the surface of the
island. This was followed by a hurricane in which it is estimated
that the wind attained a velocity of 120 miles an hour.

As a result of this high wind a tidal wave swept the island to a
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depth of from six to eight feet. House after house fell with a crash
into the boiling flood. In the course of a few hours the once rich and
beautiful city was reduced to a heap of ruins *
a house in the entire plac
tion. No record will
ever be made of the
dead of Galveston. It
is certain, however,
that a very large part
of the population per-
ished. The loss of
property can never
be known. An esti-
mate of $50,000,000
is considered con-
servative,
A new city has
sprung up in the After the Galveston Hurricane and Tidal Wave
place of the old, and
everything that mechanical engineering can do in the way of providing
an adequate sea wall and raising the level of the city, has been done.
The protection is now considered ample, but even the strongest wall
must fail *‘ when the Lord arises to shake terribly the earth.”

Typhoon at Hongkong

In the Far East storms similar to the ‘“cyclones’ and ‘torna-
does’’ of the West, are known as ‘‘typhoons.”” These are quite
common, especially in the China Sea. One of the most noted of these
is thus described by the Literary Digest : —

‘“To the year’s [1906] list of staggering calamities, due to sudden
and unforeseen manifestations of natural forces—a list already som-
ber enough with its records of earthquake at San Francisco and at Val-

paraiso—must
be added the
death-dealing
typhoon which
swept down
upon Hongkong
with mysterious
suddenness on
September 18.”
This typhoon
was local.

" Scenes aftes Hongkong Typhooa



294 THE COMING KING

‘‘Although it lasted only two hours it sank a fishing fleet of 600
junks, destroyed nearly all the native shipping in the harbor, and
wrought havoc among the docks and buildings of the water-front.
Estimates place the loss of life among the Chinese alone at 10,000,
and it is said that $20,000,000 would not cover the value of the prop-
erty destroyed.”

It is stated that during a typhoon the wind sometimes reaches a
velocity of from 200 to 300 miles an hour.

Hurricane and Tidal Wave at Pensacola

September 26, 1906, Pensacola, Fla., was visited by the worst
storm it had experienced in 175 years. The waters of the sea rose
eight and one-half feet above normal. The wind attained a velocity
of go miles an hour. The tides from the bay backed up into the city,
destroying homes and turning the streets into seething rivers. When
the storm commenced there were between fifty and sixty large steam-
ers and sailing vessels lying in the harbor. When the hurricane sub-
sided there were only five or six. The remainder had been beached,
driven ashore, and piled up in a mass of wreckage.

Among the wrecks were several gunboats and other government
vessels, nothing being able to withstand the force of the elements.
Great iron steamships of 3,000 tons burden were driven ashore, one
crashed through houses a block from the wharf, while every house
for miles along the water-front was destroyed. While the storm was
at its height, fire broke out in close proximity to the-business district.
So terrible was the storm that the fire department horses refused to
leave their stalls and face the weather, and the firemen were obliged
to pull the hose carts by hand.

Every business house from the wharf on Chalifoux Street to the
Union Depot was unroofed, every window broken. Two entire freight
trains, with their ponderous engines, were washed from the track and
buried deep in the sand. Nor was the destruction confined to a lim-
ited area. Enormous damage to life and property was done at several
of the army forts and naval stations at various points along the south-
eastern Atlantic coast.

Hurricane and Tidal Wave at Mobile

On September 28, 1906, a terrific hurricane swept up the Gulf
Coast and centered upon Mobile Bay, driving the waters of the bay in
a wall against the city. For hours the business district was covered
by seven feet of water, the streets were awash with goods swept from
the warehouses, and hundreds of bales of cotton were carried away by
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the waves. All the wharves along the city-front were total wrecks,
Eight steamers and river boats were sunk without a trace., Sixty
lives were lost, and
five thousand build-
ings were wrecked or
damaged. The pro-
perty loss was esti-
mated at $3,000,000.
For twenty-five
miles north of Mobile
the country was com-
pletely inundated.
The fruit trees, the
cotton, and sugar
cane, and other crops
all over Southern
Alabama and Mississippi were ruined, causing :
great loss and hardship to the farmers of that vast section.

West Indies and Florida

A storm notable both for its power and for the territory which it
covered, swept over a portion of the West Indies and almost all of
Florida October 14-17, 1910. The loss of life was not so great in this
storm as in some of smaller geographical proportions. It was not a
tornado, but a hurricane, the wind in some places attaining a velocity
of ninety miles an hour. In Florida buildings were unroofed or blown
down ; forest and shade trees were uprooted ; fruit trees denuded of
their unripe fruit and were themselves twisted and broken by the
angry wind. Many growers of citrus fruits lost almost their entire
crop besides having their groves badly damaged. During this storm
many islands were swept by a tidal wave. Small settlements were
wiped out of existence, and many residents saved themselves by
climbing into trees. Crops were ruined, business houses wrecked and
many perished in the floods, and much shipping was destroyed.

With each passing year typhoons, tornadoes, and hurricanes
seem to become more and more terrific and destructive, the ‘“prince
of the power of the air’’ being permitted to marshal, more and more
forcibly, these elements as weapons of destruction, as ‘‘the great day
of God *’ approaches, and the Spirit of the Lord is more fully with-
drawn from the earth. This leaves Satan almost unchecked to carry
out his plans and desires for the destruction of life and property.




Wars and Rumors of Wars

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars.” Matthew 24:6.

THE SAVIOUR describing the condition of the world previous to
His second coming, declares that there shall be ‘‘ wars and rumors of
wars,”” and that ‘‘nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom.’” Matthew 24:6, 7. This would indicate that, as -
the time draws near for the return of the Lord, the nations of earth
will be making unusually great preparations for war.

The world has been a great battle-field, where the strong and the
weak have contended for the mastery. Nations have arisen by battle
and blood, held sway by the sword, and gone down the same way they
arose. Time has not changed the hearts of men, and as nations have
done in the past, so they are doing and preparing to do with greater
intensity than ever before. As we look upon the world to-day, we
cannot but be impressed with the remarkable preparations for war
that are in progress, which far exceed anything ever before known in
the history of the race.

Beginning with the French Revolution in 1789, and ending with
the battle of Waterloo in 1814, Europe passed through the Napoleonic
wars, which were the most terrible ever known in her history. But
the armies and the preparations for war in Europe at the present time
are on a scale far exceeding anything known in Europe at that time.
Napoleon fought many of his most famous battles with an army that
in European eyes to-day would appear ridiculously small. At the
battle of Austerlitz, where he gained one of his most famous victories,
his army numbered but 75,000 men. His great campaign in Russia
was undertaken with an army of 450,000 men. At the battle of Leip-
sic, called ‘‘ The Battle of the Nations,” there were 136,000 French
opposed to 230,000 allied troops. Napoleon’s last battle, at Waterloo,

[296]
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was fought with only about 75,000 men. How small these ar-
mies seem in comparison with the armies of to-day! Of the five
great continental powers of Europe,— France, Russia, Germany, Aus-
tria-Hungary, and Italy,—each one of them has a standing army of
about 1,000,000 men, and upon necessity the

’ ' " le to bear arms can

ly well prepared for
rregulararmy num-
> men, her navy is
es of any two other
tets of all the great
powers are con-
tinually being
increased, and
it is a well-
known fact
that more than
seventy-five per

British Battle-ship “Dreadnaught.”” The First of Its Class.

Length, 520 feet. Width, 82 feet. Displacement, 18,000 tons.
Speeg. 21 knots, Armor, 11 inches. Guns, ten I12-inch ; eighteen
3-inch.

This ship has given the name of ** Dreadnaught ** to all vessels
of its class. "It has revolutionized modern warfare, and set the pace
for the other nations. One such vessel could destroy all the navies
of the world of twenty years ago. Among the different nations
more than two score of these immense Dreadnaughts are already
built or under construction. Many of the efficient battle-ships of
ten years ago are said to be now only fit for the junk heap. The
‘‘Oregon,’* famed for her trip from San Francisco during the Spanish
war was, ten years ago, considered one of the best battle-ships of
her day. But she has a displacement of only 10,288 tons, and only
four big guns. She is, with many others of even greater size and
capacity, outclassed and out of date.

cent. of all the
revenues of the
leading nations
is expended in
warlike prepa-
rations.

The smaller
powers of Eu-
rope have
caught the
same spirit, and

have increased
their armies in proportion to their size and population, the same as
the greater powers. To-day Europe is a vast camp, and the
young men of the nations are withdrawn from peaceful pursuits
and housed in army barracks, where in the life of the camp they re-
ceive a training distinctly cruel and unchristian. Perhaps the great-
est warlike preparation, in that it takes the world by surprise, that
has been made in late years, has been that accomplished by Japan. A
third of a century ago Japan was unknown as a military power ; to-day
she is one of the most war-like of nations,—a nation which no Euro-
pean power would consider a mean antagonist. In naval activity,
while not on a par with England, she ranks with such nations as the
United States, Germany, and France.
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Following the example of Japan, and under her tutelage, China
too is rapidly forging to the front as a war-like nation. Whereas her
war with Japan found her without either modern military organization
or effective weapons, to-day she has a thoroughly drilled, well-equip-
ped army, and the nucleus of a modern navy ; both officered either by

Europeans or by Chmese ed-
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en 1zanch | Sixween S-inch guas. 101 o .
2 twenty-one inch. Complement of men 1,014.

claimed, ‘‘ Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake
up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come
up: beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into
spears: let the weak say, I am strong. ... Let the keathen be
awakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat : for there will
I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put ye in the sickle, for
the harvest is ripe.”” Joel 3:9-13.

The Revelator, describing the same time, says: ¢ The nations
were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that
they should be judged, and that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy



1909—Enlarged “Dakota,” 26,000 tons.

1907—*‘ Rorth Dakota,” 20.000 tons.
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Six Years of Increase of Size and Fighting Power of Battle-ships of the United States.

servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them
that fear Thy name, small and great; and shouldest
destroy them which destroy the earth.” Revelation
11:18.

The nations are angry. They are jealous of one
another, each fearing that the other will gain some
advantage in power, trade, or an increase of terri-
tory ; hence the mustering of armies and the manu-
facture of implements of warfare with a death-dealing
capacity marvelous in accuracy and power. France
and Germany, hating each other with intense hatred,
each has reached out for allies until Europe is divided
into two great opposing forces.

That war between France and Germany doesn’t
now seem so immanent as at sometimes in the past,
has little significance. ‘‘What does it mean,’’ asks
a writer in the Lilerary Digest of August 3, 1910,
¢ when the German kaiser and the French president
still look ascance at each other?’’ He answers his
own question by quoting these words from a recent
French writer, M. Leroy-Beaulieu: *‘‘We can not
forget our former compatriots of Alsace-Loraine. If
we were ever to forget them we should prove our-
selves a singularly frivolous and ungrateful people.
Nations like ourselves [that is like individuals] have
no such short memories as this.”” The same writer
also complams bitterly of Germany’s treatment of
France in the Moroccan matter,

But at present mutual jealousy and distrust be-
tween England and Germany overshadow and well-
nigh eclipse the centuries-old casus delli between
France and Germany. By means of the navy Eng-
land has long ruled the seas. This has given her
certain decided advantages in trade and in coloni-
zation. Since her successful war with France, a
third of a century ago, Germany has manifested
quite an ambition to at least share with England the
advantages to be secured only by a strong naval
power. For several years she has been building
war vessels and fitting up and fortifying naval bases
at a rate and to such an extent as to become a dis-
tinct menace to Great Britain. The result has been
great suspicion and distrust between these nations,
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Late in 1908 and early in 1gr0, there appeared in the Daily Mail
(London), a series of articles by Robert Blatchford, the brilliant
editor of the Clarion (Socialistic), in which the German menace to
England is dwelt upon at length and greatly emphasized. As quoted
by the Literary Digest of January 8, 1910, Mr. Blatchford says: ‘‘ The
policy of Germany is the Bismarckian policy of deliberate and ruthless
conquest, with world-dominion for its goal.”” ¢ All Europe is to be
Teutonized.” ‘‘That is the ambition that is driving Germany into a
war of aggression against this country.” ¢‘The strongest evidence
of Germany'’s designs against Britain is the German navy.”

Mr. Blachford further argues that Germany does not need her
navy for use against France or

Russia; that she can use her ships
only against England, and that ** if
we [the English] do not want war
with Germany, we must be strong
enough to cause Germany to want
p&ce.,’

The nations of Europe have

United States Submarine Torpedo Boat * Plunger,”

In addition to the known forces of the tre-
mendous war ships of the day, the navies of
the world are now menaced by the uncertain,
and by many considered the most to be
feared, enemies under water and in the air.
In the early nineties inventors were present-
ing to governments plans for submerged tor-

o boats which could, unseen, approach
the vessels of the enemy and destroy them in
a moment with the dreaded torpedo. The
* Plunger’ represents this class of de-
stroyers. Of this craft, in 1908, the United
States had 19; Great Britain, 48; France, 99;
Germany, 3; Japan, 9; Russia, 31; Italy, 6;
Austria, 6.

been seized with a land hunger,
which has led to the forcible divi-
sion of Africa, and it isevident that
a like exploitation and division of
China has been prevented only by
the influence of the United States
in demanding *‘ the open door ”’ in
that country, the influence of Japan
in insisting that there must be no
injustice done to Asiatics, and by
the mutual jealousies of European

nations. There is scarcely an island of the ocean, from magnificent
Madagascar to the smallest specks of land in the Southern seas, that
has not within the last few years been forcibly taken possession of by
some of the European powers. Even the people of the United States
have caught the spirit of extension and conquest, as is witnessed by
the acquisition of Porto Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines.

With such a state of affairs one may expect great preparations for
war,— may expect ‘‘ wars and rumors of wars.” To-day, the rumor is
that Russia is preparing to invade Turkey; to-morrow, that her
mighty army will soon force the passes of the Himalaya Mountains
and invade British India. Again, German and British hostility to-
ward each other leads the two nations to the brink of war. At an-
other time France and Great Britain are growling at each other over
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Egypt, or France and Germany about to clash over Morocco or some
other complication in Africa. The empire of Austria-Hungary is on
the verge of dissolution ; the debates in its parliment are transformed
into bloody encounters between the members. Southern Germany is
not reconciled to its subordinate position in the empire ; the socialists
are active, and nihilism stands in the dark with a dagger, ready to
thrust through any and every king or statesman in its way. Is it
any wonder that under such circumstances there should be ‘¢ wars
and rumors of wars? "’

The United States is affected by the prevalent spirit of these sig-
nificant times. We have a ‘‘ Monroe Doctrine,”” which is very offen-
sive to some of the European powers, and its maintenance can be
effected only by armies and ships of war. Hence a *‘ vigorous foreign
policy ’ is advocated, a strong navy is being built, and the highest
military officers of the United States are advocating an increase of the
army.

It is the fixed purpose of this government to allow no European
power not now possessing colonies in this hemisphere, to gain any
territory on this continent, and an attempt to do so may at any time
bring the United States into collision with some foreign, or grasping
European power.

Nations do not make such preparations for war without a purpose.
A nation cannot go on always drming and never fighting. At some
time the storm will burst in its fury, and all past wars will sink into
insignificance before that conflict. In the last great struggle, the
‘““mighty ones '’ of God (see Joel 3 :11) will take part. Says another
prophet : ¢ The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters :
but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee afar off, and shall be
chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a roll-
ing thing before the whirlwind.” Isaiah 17:12, 13.

Several times it has seemed that a general European war could
not be avoided ; but a settlement has been speedily effected and the
powers have again quieted down to watch one another. Why is this?
—for the reason that God has a work to be done in the earth. The
angels of God are holding the winds of strife until the ‘‘servants of
our God " are ‘‘sealed.” Revelation 7:3.

It will not be long now, however, before ‘‘ rumors of war '’ will be
turned to war itself,— war, grim and terrible—and none can be safe
except those who have made God their trust, whose hope is in another
world than this, even the new earth, wherein shall dwell the right-
eous. Matthew 5:5; 2 Peter 3:13.

Not till then will wars cease, and peace reign on earth from the
rising even to the setting of the sun.



Luke 21:25.

A GLANCE at the nations of the earth will make it apparent that
a condition of distress and perplexity prevails, and that the statesmen
of the world are greatly troubled to know how to meet the situation.

This condition is produced, Firs¢, by withdrawing so many men
from peaceful pursuits; secondly, in the enormous taxation which
follows. o

This condition dates from the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71.
France had been the first military power in Europe, but in measuring
swords with Prussia was defeated. A vast sum of money and the two
provinces of Alsace and Loraine were taken by Germany. France has
ever since been determined to regain her lost possessions.

The rapidity with which the French nation recovered from the
defeat of that terrible war astonished the world.

Germany, alarmed, increased her army. Then
France increased hers. So the race began.
Germany made Austria an ally. Then
the triple alliance was formed, of Ger-
many, Austria-Hungary, and Italy. By
the terms of this alliance these powers
were pledged to keep up
vast armies. France, iso-
lated and threatened by
all her immediate neigh-
bors, finally formed an
alliance with Russia. So
the armament and the

-

taxation go on.
Another phase of the

distress of the nations - = YN 2, Gatlh Gun

lies in the fact that those
powers which are in alli-

This awful fighting machine is constructed
[302] to give continuous firing at the rate of
1000 shots per minute.
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. ance distrust one another, each suspecting the others of contracting
secret alliances. Such a strained condition of affairs can not but lead
to distress of nations.

Another cause of distress closely connected with the preceding is
the dissatisfaction of vast masses of the peo-
ples of Europe, and also, to som ’
all the world, either with their
present systems of govern- @
ment, or the way the laws are
administered.

At the present time, kings an¢ _
are endeavoring to tighten their grip on
the people, and the result is a spirit of Turret of Battle-ship, Inside View
opposition to the present conditions. The
nihilists of Russia, the communists and anarchists of France, Spain,
and Italy, are parts of a dissatisfied public, which sometimes hon-
orably, and sometimes in the worst possible way, strive to bring
about a new order of things. The feeling of unrest has crossed
the Atlantic, and is being widely diffused throughout this coun-
try. Thinking men, who have studied history in a way to under-
stand its philosophy, hold that the times are similar to the years im-
mediately preceding the French Revolution; hence they look for
some terrible outbreak in the near future. Unrest is universal, and
unrest is certainly a precursor of revolution.

With the nations joined in alliance, burdened with debt, and still,
by enormous preparations for war, adding debt to debt ; with universal
jealousy pervading all nations ; with statesmen at their wits’ end to
know how to guide their ships of state past the rocks that threaten to
crush them in pieces; and with a restless, dissatisfied, and often re-
bellious people, the nations of the earth at the present day are full of
the *“ distress’’ which was predicted by our Lord as one of the evi-
dences of His soon coming.

In such days as these, happy is he whose hopes being withdrawn
from this troubled world are placed upon Christ and His kingdom,
which soon will take the place of all earthly kingdoms.

New 14-inch Gun, Undergoing Test for the Navy.
Weight of gun, 63 tons ; weight of shell, 1,400 1bs. ; powder charge, 365 1bs,



THE situation touching probable war has not changed, except to
grow worse, for nearly or quite a third of a century. This is fully un-
derstood, and the menace of war recognized by statesmen and military
men everywhere. In a speech in the German Reichstag, April 24,
1877, Field-Marshal Count von Moltke, replying to what he regarded.
as an utopian view of the situation as it existed in his day, said : —

‘‘ Gentlemen, I share the koge and the wisk of the orator for a
lasting peace, but I do not share his confidence. Happy will be the
time when the states will no longer be in a position where they must
devote the greater part of their income merely to rendering their ex-
istence safe. . . . But, gentlemen, this lasting peace is prevented by
mutual distrust, and in this distrust lies our greatest danger.”

In an article in McClure's Magazine for November, 1910, Col-
onel Richard Gadke, the great German military critic, not only
quoted the foregoing from Count von Moltke, but whereas, the
Field-Marshal spoke only of Europe, the Colonel says of the present
situation, ‘‘ European-American civilization stands, inwardly split and
rent asunder, facing the dangers which threaten from its borders. . . .
War begets Chauvanism and armaments; armaments beget distrust ;
and distrust, in turn, augments armaments in the same ratio as these
increase distrust. It is a vicious circle into which the civilized world
of our day appears inextricably to have fallen.”

Nor does Colonel Gadke stop with the attitude of ¢ European-
American civilization,’’ merely; he proceeds to show that Japanese
ambition and egotism, increased a thousand fold by the victory over
Russia, constitute a serious menace to the peace of the world. He
quotes a Japanese naval officer as saying in an article published in the
Annual Register of the English navy, that ‘“‘whether permitied or not
permiltted [by the law of nations], Japan’s insistent craving is the
mastery of the Pacific Ocean.’’

[304]
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Thus there is presented to us an everwidening circle of storm cen-
ters from any one of which is liable at any time to arise a tornado of
war that shall sweep with terriffic force from nation to nation until
the world shall be involved in the most titanic struggle ever known.
It is true that efforts have been made from time to time to change
the attitude toward each other of the various nations. Peace con-
gresses have been held at the Hague and in other cities and countries.
A High Court of Arbitration has been established and a few minor
questions have been submitted to it and have been decided ; but the
efforts to inaugurate universal peace have only served to emphasize
the impossibility of reaching this much to be desired end while human
nature remains unchanged. The war spirit as between nations is only
the war spirit of individuals pooled for the accomplishment of ends
not possible of achievement by individuals. In other words, back of
all preparation for war is the war spirit in the hearts of the people.
The statement in the Bible, ‘‘And the nations were angry,”’ shows

that such a war spirit will exist, and the context shows clearly that
this statement refers to the last days. Note these points:—

First, ““And the nations were angry.” Secondly, ‘‘Thy wrath is
come.” Thkirdly, “‘And the time of the dead, that they should be
judged.” Fourthly, ‘‘And that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy
servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear Thy
name, small and great.”” Fifthly, ‘‘And shouldest destroy them which
destroy the earth.”” Revelation 11 :18.

This enumeration, occurring in close connection with that of the
anger of the nations, proves conclusively that the last days of this
earth’s history will be filled with war and unholy strife, and will not
close in peace and safety as is fondly supposed by many. The follow-
ing texts in parallel columns show the true situation of to-day : —

WHAT PEACE CONGRESS IS SAYING

““And many people shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and He will teach us of
His ways, and we will walk in His
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. And He shall judge among
the nations, and shall rebuke many peo-

le: and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks : nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more.” Isaiah 2:3, 4.

20

WHAT NATIONS ARE DOING

‘“Proclaim ye this among the Gen-
tiles ; Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, let all the men of war draw near;
let them come up : beat your plowshares
into swords, and your pruninghooks
into spears: let the weak say, I am
strong.  Assemble yourselves, and
come, all ye heathen, and gather your-
selves together round about: thither
cause Thy mighty ones to come down,
O Lord. ILet the heathen be wakened,
and come up to the valley of Jehosha-

hat : for there will I sit to judge all the
eathen round about.” Joel 3:9-13.
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Jeremiah was given a vision of the earth in this time. He wit-
nessed the marvelous war preparations among the nations, and in
astonishment and fear exclaimed : —

‘““My bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; my
heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because thou
hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.
Destruction upon destruction is cried ; for the whole land is spoiled :
suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains in a moment. How
long shall I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet?’’
Jeremiah 4 :19-21.

Verses 23—27 show that the prophet’s foretold ‘‘alarm of war’’
occurs just before the coming of Christ, and the desolation of the
earth which is to follow. .

‘While these pictures are not so pleasing as the people’s cry of
‘‘ peace and safety,’’ they are the true representations of our times,
for they are the Lord’s own painting. Men talk of peace, and profess
the most earnest love for peace even while making the greatest pos-
sible preparations for war.

But such talk means little, as is witnessed by the war between
Russia and Japan, which followed within five years of the calling of
the first Peace Congress at the Hague,.by request of the Czar.

The principal wars of recent years show the impossibility with
human nature as it is, of adjusting all national difference by arbitra-
tion. The Chino-Japanese War, the Spanish-American War, the Eng-
lish-Boer War, and the Russo-Japanese War, all of recent date, show
the utter impotency of modern civilization, and even of popular Chris-
tianity itself, in the presence of the national war spirit, deep-seated as
it is in human nature. It is in vain that either nations or individuals
armed to the teeth make professions of peace. Inspiration tells the
truth when, speaking of the time now present and extending just a
little way into the future, it says: ‘‘ The nations were angry.”” The
exact situation is well described also by the words of the psalmist:
“The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in
his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn
swords.”” Psalms 55:21.



Capital
and Labor

“Behold, the hire of the
laborers who have reaped
down your fields, which
is of you kept back by
fraud, crieth: and the
cries of them which have
reaped are entered into
the ears of the Lord of
sabaoth,” James 5:4.

E above denunciation re-
o the last days, the times
ch we are now living. The
ing verse, as given in the
d Version, says of these
J— . ‘Ye have heaped treasures
IN BROOKLYN. together % tke last days.”’
Practically these texts charge
that those who have ‘‘heaped treasures together’ —those who have
gathered to themselves such colossal fortunes as we see to-day —have
done so by fraud, and oppression of the poor.

All wealth comes originally from the soil. The Apostle James
uses the work of the laborer who reaps the products of the soil, as a
type of all laborers, who by their work add to the world’s wealth.

‘We have but to look about us to see that these texts are to-day
being accurately fulfilled on every side. It is not necessary for the
student of prophecy to go farther in order to prove that we are living
in the “last days.”” Never in the world’s history was there such a
heaping together of great fortunes by rich men, corporations, syndi-
cates, and trusts as at the present time. And never, amid such plenty,
was there such general want and suffering among the poor.

Well says Rev. H. W. Bowman, in his ‘“ War Between Capital
and Labor” : —

““Such colossal fortunes, such hoarding of treasures, such com-
binations of wealth, with such rapid increase of poverty, was never
witnessed before. Our age alone fits the prophetic mold.”

It is not a crime to accumulate property ; but when this property
is acquired through oppression, through grinding the face of the
poor,— those who are the real producers,— then ¢‘ the cries of them”
are heard by the ‘‘ Lord of sabaoth,”” and one day He will require a
terrible toll from the hand of the oppressor. [307]
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We are not of those who clamor for a leveling equality. The one
whose brain institutes, and whose capital carries forward, any enter-
prise, is entitled to his share of remuneration for the same. Still the
workman who furnished the bone and muscle and the skilled labor
necessary to the carrying out of these plans, are equally entitled to
fair remuneration for what they bring into the enterprise. If this
principle —the principle advocated in God’s word — could be carried
out, there would be fewer great fortunes, and poverty, privation, and
suffering among the toilers of the earth would not be known.

As an example in point may be mentioned two cotton mills that
in the year 1880 paid their stockholders a dividend of twenty-one per
cent., or over one-fifth of all capital invested, while their workmen
were paid ninety cents a day. A prominent linen company, while
paying the same wages mentioned above, one year declared a dividend
of eighty per cent., or four-fifths of the capital invested.

It is against such operations that the Apostle James hurls the
denunciation that the wages of the laborer ‘‘is of you kept back by
fraud.” By no possibility can such dividends be honestly paid, while
the laborers, who have been one great element in its production, are
ground down to the very limit of a mere day-by-day existence.

) The book, ‘‘ The Money Question,’’ contains the following state-
ments : —

““ Thousands of men are forced to work for as low wages as fifty
cents a day and support their families. One dollar a day is the average
for factory help in the East, while the owners clear hundreds of dollars.
A few years ago an Eastern corporation reduced the wages of its com-
mon laborers from $1.50 to $1.25, while its president was receiving
$75,000 per year, without any reduction of salary. In Massachusetts
a large manufacturing firm reduced the wages of the largest class of its
operatives from ninety cents a day to sixty-five cents, while the gen-
eral manager was getting $83.00 per day without any reduction.”

This author adds: *‘The chief grievance of the laboring classes
to-day is the inequitable distribution of wealth, every dollar of which
is the product of labor, either mental or muscular. The producing
classes do not receive the proper equivalent for their toil. They reap
down the fields for speculators; they build railroads for capitalists ;
they run manufacturies for corporations ; they delve in the mines for
monopolists ; and only make barely enough to live, while their employ-
ers amass princely fortunes from their toil. . . .

‘“The tendency of our age is to turn the laborer into a mere ma-
chine, and forget that he is a man. In some manufactories the em-
ployer would consider it degrading to speak to his hired men. These
men, mere machines, holding their places as long as they are any
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good, are in their old age thrown out on cold charity, when they must
either beg or go to the poor house to-end their miserable existence.
If the laborer received his just dues from his work, he would be able
to end his life in comfort and ease. The ambitious laborer does not
look kindly toward such an end, and, as a result, we have the frequent
strikes, lockouts, and labor riots, all over the civilized world. These
all reveal the fact that the question of the just amount of wages paid
by the employer is the chief cause of dispute between them. Here is
the conflict, and it can never be done away with so long as circum-
stances remain as they are at present.”

Prof. Cairnes stated the matter in almost the same language : —

‘“ A constant growth of the national capital maintains, with nearly
equally constant decline in the proportion of capital which goes to sup-
port productive labor.” Asa consequence he says the result is ‘‘a harsh
separation of the classes, combhined with those glaring inequalities in
the distribution of wealth, which most people will agree are among
the chief elements of our social instability.”’

‘ Everywhere,” says Bowman, ‘‘we find capital and labor ar-
rayed against each other. While the shops and factories apparently
move along as usual, there is from time to time an uprising among the
laborers. There is no denying the fact that labor is becoming more
thoroughly organized every day. This is likewise true of capital, and
the contest which results grows more intense every year. Capitalists,
to satisfy selfish greed and to put the laboring man at a disadvantage,
were the first to organize, and workingmen had to organize for mutual
protection, at first, but later for retaliation. Both organize for selfish
purposes — to gain an undue advantage of the other. The working-
men declare that they are defrauded out of an equitable proportion of
the increase of wealth. They claim that while the capitalists are
amassing vast wealth, they are reduced to want and starvation. They
are now denouncing the injustice of the wage system, asking for a
fairer share of the proceeds.”’

If wage-workers were paid their fair proportion of what they pro-
duce, there would be plenty in their homes. If this were done, there
would be money to spend, and the cry of ‘‘hard times’ in all lines
of industry and trade would no longer be heard. There is no lack in
our land of the good provisions of God to make all comfortable.

Overproduction of both farm and factory is the complaint, and
yet processions throng the streets of our cities, crying for bread.
There is no real overproduction, but the means to purchase has passed
from the hands of the masses to the few who have appropriated to
themselves the wealth of the nation.

In answer to the cry of ‘hard times,” the following appeared in
the San Francisco Examiner : —
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‘‘How is it in this cotintry? We have so much to eat that the
farmers are complaining that they can get nothing for it. We have
so much to wear that cotton and woolen mills are closing down because
there is nobody to buy their products. We have so much coal that
the railroads that carry it are going into the hands of the receivers.
We have so many houses that the builders are out of work.

‘“ All the necessities and comforts of life are as plentiful as ever
they were in the most prosperous year in our history. When the .
country has enough food, clothing, fuel, and shelter for everybody,
why are times hard? Evidently nature is not to blame. Who is?”

At the close of the Civil War in the United States, President Lin-
coln said : — .

‘“A time is coming which alarms and unnerves me, when all the
wealth will be in the hands of a few. I have more anxiety for my
country now than during the war.””

Mr. Henry George, in *‘ Progress and Poverty,’’ says : —

‘‘ Unpleasant as it may be to admit it, it is at last becoming evi-
dent that the enormous increase in productive power which has
marked the present century, and is still going on with accelerating
ratio, has no tendency to extirpate poverty, or to lighten the burdens
of those compelled to toil. It simply widens the gulf between Dives
and Lazarus, and makes the struggle for existence more intense. The
march of invention has clothed mankind with powers of which a cen-
tury ago the boldest imagination could not have dreamed. But in
factories where labor-saving machinery has reached its most wonder-
ful development, little children are at work ; whenever the new forces
are anything like fully utilized, large classes are maintained by
charity, or live on the verge of recourse to it. . . . In the United
States it is clear that squalor and misery, and the vices and crimes
that spring from them, everywhere increase as the village grows to
the city, and the march of development brings the advantages of the
improved methods of production and exchange. It isin the olderand
richer sections of the Union that pauperism and distress among the
working classes are becoming most apparent.’’

When Abraham Lincoln spoke the words previously quoted the
colossal fortunes of the present day were unknown, so there were but
few millionaires in the United States. But how have they increased
during the past forty years? The following statement from the Bos-
ton Globe, December, 18qo, is to the point:—

‘“‘ Men now living can remember when there were not half a dozen
millionaires in the land. There are now four thousand six hundred
millionaires, and several whose yearly income is said to be over a
million.”
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“There are,”. said Mr. Gladstone, ‘‘gentlemen before me who
have witnessed a greater accumulation of wealth within the period
of their lives than has been seen in all preceding times since the days
of Julius Ceesar.”

There are several capitalists in the United States who are worth
from one hundred million to one hundred and fifty million dollars.
Such vast sums can hardly be comprehended. One hundred men,
earning one thousand dollars a year each, would all have to work one
thousand five hundred years to earn as much as one of these richest
men is worth. It would take a train of sixteen cars to carry as much
gold, each car loaded with ten tons.

But while wealth has rapidly increased, it has gone into the hands
of the few ; the property also has passed out of the hands of the masses.
Upon this point the Young Men's Era has the following : —

‘“ When Egypt went down, two per cent. of her population owned
all her wealth. The people were starved to death.

‘“When Babylon went down, two per cent. of her populatlon
owned all her wealth.

‘“ When Persia went down, one per cent. of her population owned
the land.

‘“When Rome went down, eighteen hundred persons owned all
the known world.

‘“For the past twenty years the United States has rapidly followed
in the steps of these old nations. Here are the figures: —

“In 1850, capitalists owned thirty-seven and one-half per cent. of
the nation’s wealth.

““In 1870 they owned sixty-three per cent.

“In 1890 statistics show that two per cent. of our population
owned seven-tenths of our entire wealth.”

Chauncey Depew says that ‘¢ fifty men control the finances of this
country and dictate its legislation.”

But this situation is not peculiar to this country.

‘“In England, in 1887, one-thirteenth of the people owned two-
thirds of the nation’s wealth.

‘“Seventy persons own one-half of Scotland.

“Less than eight hundred persons own one-half of Ireland.”

Truly the words of the apostle are being fulfilled in all the earth :
““Ye have heaped treasures together 7n the last days.”’ James 5:3.
R. V.

Professor Cairnes, in his ‘‘ Political Economy,” says: ‘“The rich
will be'growing richer, and the poor at least relatively poorer.”

““In New York,” says the Boston Globe, ‘‘ the daily wages of sew-
ing women is fifty cents for fifteen hours’ work, and yet there are
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people who wonder at the unrest and dissatisfaction among wage-
earners. There are one hundred and fifty thousand women and girls
in New York and Brooklyn who work from twelve to fourteen hours
for fifty cents.”” .

One writer says : ‘ When rich men and wealthy monopolies pay
starvation wages, what is it but wealth feeding on poverty?”

The following is from the pen of the late Frances E. Willard, in
Nineteenth Century Civilization : —

‘“The Christian can not accuse the pagan. The murder of his
civilization is slower ; its method is finer. Its horrors are tempered
to the sensitive nerves of a generation whose lips are moist with the
profession of the doctrine of the lowly Nazarene; but beneath this
travesty of science that names itself industrial competition, there lies
a barbarism more pagan, a stupidity that is infinite.

¢ We read about women who make twelve shirts for seventy-five
cents, and furnish their own thread —in Chicago.”

‘““We are assured,”’ says the New Era, ‘‘ on what seems to be
good authority, that the ‘sweating’ system is forcing men and
women to work sometimes for thirty-three and even thirty-six consecu-

tive hours to avoid starvation.

‘“‘Alas that gold should be so dear,
And flesh and blood so cheap!'™

After a tour through the slums of Boston, the editor of the 4rena
speaks of the starvation wages paid by wealthy manufacturers.
Among other things he mentioned ¢ thirteen cents for fine custom-
made pants manufactured for a wealthy firm which repeatedly asserts
that its clothing is not made in tenement houses !’

Of nail makers in England, Mr. Potter says: —

It is no unusual thing for a family of three or four persons,

after working something like fourteen hours a day, to earn $4.18 per
week."”’

‘“Working women in London,” says the FPall Mall Gazelte,
‘¢ cover and embroider sunshades at three-quarters of a penny apiece,
and, if work can be got, skilful workers do two dozen shades a day.
. . . Inshirt making a woman who works sixteen hours a day earns
from eighteen to twenty-four cents. This means, for ninety-six hours

r we,ek, a minimum compensation of $1.08, and a maximum of
1.44.

This paper further states that thousands of faint and ragged
wretches were ready to fight for the chance of work at the wharves
for forty cents a day.

Henry George, Jr., in the Boston Globe, states that the usual
wages of farm laborers in Wiltshire is ten shillings (§$2.50) a week.
This would give eight cents daily each for a family of five.
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The Irish question has been a source of trouble in English legis-
lation for years. It has never been settled because the larger portion
of this much-abused country is owned by a very few Englishmen
whose cnly interest in the country is the rental and taxes which they
wring from the despairing people.

James G. Blaine, writing upon this subject, says : —

- “They take from the tenantry that cultivate the land, $66,000,-
ooo rental per annum. Now mark you, I am talking of the little
island, not so large as Maine, . . . and then they pay an imperial tax
of $35,000,000, and a local tax of $15,000,000 more. There are $116,-
000,000 to be wrought out of the bone and flesh and spirit of the Irish
peasant, and no wonder he lies crushed and down-trodden.”

In Frankfort, women work for ten cents a day. Farm laborers
get rent, fuel, twenty-five bushels of rye, three bushels of pease, one
and one-half bushels of wheat, and from nineteen to twenty-five dol-
lars in money for a year’s work.

In Berlin ‘‘the incomes of 270,000 persons range from $105 to
$165 a year ; and 220,000 are not taxed because their incomes are less
than $105 a year.

‘‘In Austria the common laborer receives about thirty-six cents
for a day’s work of twelve or fourteen hours.

‘It is said that in Italy thousands live on wild roots, nuts, and
herbs.

““In France, labor riots are frequent.

‘It is stated that in China and Japan, wages are as low as six
cents a day.” .

In ‘‘The Money Question,’’ we find the following quoted : —

“A hundred years ago, when the inventions of Watt and Ark-
wright were transforming, by the introduction of steam power, the
manufacturing industries of England, and a new epoch of social hap-
piness was about to open for the world of labor, an English poet might
have sung the same song as that of his Greek brother (who praised
the invention of the water wheel), and yet to-day the triumphal song
of labor has been changed into the bitter cry of outcast thousands.
After two thousand years the economic millennium still seems as far off
as it ever was. Machinery, it is true, has multiplied riches, and cre-
ated leisure. But who are those who enjoy it? Here is the great
practical problem of modern life. In all the countries of Christendom
this is the most perplexing subject with which modern society has to
deal. *Give us this day our daily bread,’ is the cry, too often the
despairing cry, of the modern workman.”’



are corrupted, and your garments

are motheaten. Your gold and silver fs cankered; and the rust of them shall
be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as #t were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days.” James 5: 1-3.

WHAT will be the outcome of the conflict between capital and la-
bor? To the rich the Lord says: ‘Ye have heaped treasure together
in thelastdays.” James 5:3, R. V. Those who have done this have
resorted to oppression, until the working classes have been ground
down to a point almost beyond endurance.

But the rich will not long enjoy their riches unmolested. The
Apostle Paul says, ‘‘In the las! days perilous times shall come.” 2
Timothy 3 :1. These are the very days in which treasure shall be
‘‘heaped together,’’ as we have seen.

The Apostle James, looking forward to the present struggle, sees
the outcome, and speaking by inspiration, says to the capitalists :
¢ Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall
come upon you. . . . Your gold and silver is cankered; and the
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh
as it were fire.”” James §5:1-3. ‘The very riches in which they trust
will become the source of their overthrow and misery.

As the concentration and organization of power among the rich
takes the property from the middle classes, it throws into the ranks of
wage-workers men of intellect and ability. With such men at their
head, the laboring classes have been orgauizing for protection, so that
instead of the interests of capital and labor being mutual, as they must
be to insure success, they now form two antagonistic forces.

Organized labor has become a power ; and when its councils de-
cide to make war upon any line of tyranny, the effect is felt every-
where,

The late Dr. Talmage, speaking in one of the Washington pulpits
from Matthew 7:12, ‘“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them,’’ said : —

‘‘The greatest war the world has ever seen is between capital and
labor. The strike is not like that which jp history is called the Thirty
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Vears’ War ; for it is a war of centuries, it is a war of the five conti-
nents, it is a war hemispheric.

*“The middle classes in this country, upon whom the nation has
depended for holding the balance of power, and for acting as media-
tors between the two extremes, are diminishing ; and if things go on
at the same rate as they are now going, it will not be very long before
there will be no middle class in this country ; all will be very rich or
very poor, princes or paupers, and the country will be gwen up to
palaces and hovels.

‘“The antagonistic forces are closing in upon each other. The
Pennsylvania miners’ strikes, the telegraph operators’ strikes, the rail-
road employees’ strikes, the movements of the boycotters and the
dynamiters, are skirmishers before a general engagement, or, if you
prefer it, escapes through the safety-valve of an imprisoned force
which promises the explosion of society.

¢ You may pooh-pooh it ; you may say that this trouble, like an
angry child, will cry itself to sleep; you may belittle it by calling it
Fourierism, or socialism, or Saint-Simonism, or nihilism, or commun-
ism ; but that will not hinder the fact that it is the mightiest, the
darkest, the most terrific threat of the century.

“All attempts at pacification have been dire failures, and mon-
opoly is more arrogant and the tradesunions are more bitter. 4 Give us
more wages,’ cry the employees. ‘You shall have less,’ say the capi-
talists. ¢ Compel us to do fewer hours of toil a day.” ‘You can toil
more hours,’ say the others. ‘Then under certain conditions we will
not work at all,’ say these. ‘Then you shall starve,’ say those; and
as the workingmen gradually use up that which they accumulated in
better times, unless there be some radical change, we shall soon have
in this country four million hungry men and women. Now four mil-
lion hungry people can not be kept quiet. All the enactments of
legislatures, and all the constabularies of the cities, and all the army
and navy of the United States can not keep four million hungry peo-
ple quiet.”

Some of the best thinkers of the world are awake to the coming
conflict between capital and labor. -

Ruskin, Carlyle, and Disraeli, the great English pubhctsts, pro-
phesied the coming increase of poverty.

Mr. Bellamy, the editor of the New Nation at Boston, speaks
thus: ‘‘ These are times of storms and stress, when men’s hearts fail
them for fear.”

Judge Brewer, of the Supreme Court, predicts a commg struggle
agamst capital as bloody as the war of 1861-65.
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‘‘Never in the world’s history,”” says Rabbi Adler, ‘has there
been greater need to preach the duties of wealth and the rights of
poverty. In no previous age has the chasm been so deep whick divides
the rick and the poor.”

Said the late Cardinal Manning: ‘‘The condition of the wage-
earning people of every European country is a grave danger to every
European state. The hours of labor, the employment of women and
children, and the scantiness of wages, the uncertainty of employ-
ment, the fierce competition fostered by modern political economy,
and the destruction of domestic life resulting from all these and other
kindred causes, have rendered it impossible for men to live a human
life.”

Says George E. McNeill, editor of the Labdor Movement: *‘‘ The
laborer and the capitalist are living in war relations; and the sooner
this fact is acknowledged the better for the adjustment of differences.
The mob can be put down for awhile ; but the spirit of hate that now
centers upon the great monopolies will soon extend to the government
that acts as their protector. The existence of a million tramps is a
standing threat against the stability of our institutions. They are the
unorganized militia of incipient rebellion ; and the attempt to supprese
them by violent measures will fail in the nineteenth century as it did
in the eighteenth.”

The rich are beginning to realize the dangers that threaten them.
The following is from a New York daily of 1892: ‘‘Since the out-
break of cranks in New York, the rich men of that city have had
their houses guarded by from one to three private watchmen. Jay
Gould has three. The late Colonel Elliot F. Shepard had a six-foot
Irishman to watch his house. But the colonel should have remem-
bered, ‘ Except the Lord keep the city the watchman waketh but in
vain.” And so it is down the long list of New York’s millionaires;
each has one watchman or more to keep away cranks and other dan-
gers. The private detectives’ business has been very good this winter
since Russell Sage was blown up.”

It is said that a notorious millionaire, when asked why he did not
build a palatial mansion, such as Vanderbilt’s, replied ‘‘7 don’¢ want
a house that will be so easily found when the hungry fellows break
loose.”

Hugh O. Pentecost, in 1892, reasoning from the history of the
past, said : ‘‘ We are on the brink of a financial panic. It may break
upon us at any day. Only a few days ago money was loaned on Wall
Street at the rate of nearly two hundred per cent. a year. Soon after
the panic comes laborers will begin to feel the pangs of hunger and the
bite of cold. A hungry stomach and shivering limbs know no respect
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for property, no reverance for law. And when hungry men begin to
seize food and clothing wherever they can find them, the monopolists
will have them shot, and . . . a horrible dance of death will ensue,
by the light of burning houses and the discordant music of cries, and
groans, and musketry, and dynamite bombs.”

It is useless for us to close our eyes to the fact that red-handed
anarchy, if not actually abroad in the earth to-day, is only awaiting
the return of the business depression of a few years ago to spring
again into destructive activity. Unscrupulous men, and women too,
are only too glad to take advantage of the spirit of discontent among
the working classes. They make it their business to foment strife
between capital and honest labor.

On the subject of anarchy, T. DeWitt Talmage, in ‘‘ A Battle for
Bread,” says: ‘‘Great throngs gather at some point of disturbance
in almost all our cities. Railroad trains hurled over the rocks!
Workmen beaten to death in sight of their wives and children! Fac-
tories assailed by mobs! . . . The whole country asking the question,
‘What next?’”’

¢ Anarchy is the abolition of the rights of property. It makes
your store, and your house, and your family mine, and mine yours.
It is wholesale robbery. Itis every man’s hand against every other
man. Itisarson, and murder, and rapine, and lust, and death trium-
phant. It means no law, no church, no defense, no right, no happi-
ness, no God. It means hell let loose on earth, and society a combi-
nation of devils incarnate.””

Of the anarchist the same writer says: ¢‘He owns nothing but a
knife for universal blood-letting and a nitro-glycerine bomb for explo-
sion. He believes in no God, in no government, no heaven, and no
hell, except what he can make on earth.”

Rev. W. H. Bowman, in ‘‘ War between Capital and Labor,’’ says:
*“What do these immense hordes of anarchists and nihilists propose to
do? They propose to right the wrongs of this world by a greater
wrong,— by dynamite, sword, and torch to crush out the last vestige
of government, and bring about a social chaos. Their numbers are
constantly increasing.”

The Christian Union lately said that the Russian nihilists ‘‘avow
that their aim is to overturn civilized society. They declare that so-
ciety as constituted is so corrupt and so essentially oppressive of the
poor that there is no way of reforming it, and the only remedy is de-
struction. Their correspondence with the revolutionary societies of
London and Paris shows that the conspiracy is world-wide.”

To the laboring man and woman we would say, Shun anarchy
and anarchists as you would a breeding pestilence. The worst evil
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that could befall you and humanity would be the success and reign of
anarchy. When such elements gain control, their bloodthirsty in-
stincts are not appeased by the overthrow of their natural enemies.
They must then turn and fight among themselves. It always has
been so, it cannot be otherwise. Their success will inaugurate a
reign of terror for those very laboring classes far worse than the pres-
ent evils, and only approached by the horrors of the French Revolu-
tion.

The Money Question

In his scathing denunciation of the oppression of the rich the
apostle James writes, ‘‘ Ye have heaped treasure together in the last
days.”” James 5:3, R. V. All recognize the fact that when money
circulates freely, times are good. When it is scarce, trade and manu-
facturing industries languish. Reliable statistics show that there is
more gold and silver in the world to-day than ever before ; yet it is so
scarce that business is paralyzed, and the people do not have enough
to buy the common necessities of life.

Where is the money? — Heaped up as the apostle f8retold. One
of the important evidences of the last days is the fact that only a
small per cent. of the money of the world is in circulation, while the
bulk of it is heaped together in four channels. Firsf, One-fourth is
locked up in the safes of banks. Secendly, One-third is held as a war
reserve fund of nations. Z7#irdly, There is enormous treasure in the
mints of the world. ZFowurthly, Untold wealth is locked in safety
vaults by those who trust neither banks nor financial enterprises.

Is it surprising that money is scarce? Hoarding has become a
mania, and although the mines may pour in an ever-increasing supply,
it soon finds its way to the safes and strong boxes of nations, banks,
and individuals.

But the time is near when the very hoards of gold on which the
rich have trusted will be their undoing. How aptly is this time de-
scribed by the apostle: ¢ Your gold and silver is cankered ; and the
rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as
it were fire.”” James 5:3.

How vivid are the words of the prophet as he sees the last act of
the drama when those who have hoarded wealth shall seek to purchase
a little respite by a lavish scattering of the treasures on which they
have relied : ‘‘They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their
gold shall be removed : their silver and their gold shall not be able to
deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord : they shall not satisfy
their souls, neither fill their bowels : because it is the stumblingblock
of their iniquity.” Ezekiel 7:19.




The Nations’ Airy Navies

It was about fifty years ago that Lord Tennyson wrote : —
‘“Then the air was filled with shouting,
And there rained a ghastly dew
From the nations’ airy navies,
. Grappling in the central blue.”

There is not a shadow of a doubt that the next war between first-"
class powers will see the poet’s prophecy fulfilled. The wonderful
development in the field of aeronautics since Professor Langley first
made a serious attempt to construct a heavier-than-air machine capa-
ble of navigating the atmosphere has made this inevitable.

Both the dirigible balloon, or the airship, and the aeroplane have
been so far perfected as to make it certain that they will be used not
only in defensive but in offensive warfare whenever occasion offers.
J. W. Mitchell well said in an article in the Saturday Evening Post of
December 17, 1910: ‘“The date when aeroplanes will be applied to
warfare is the question as to when the next war will occur.”

Of course nobody can predict exactly the effectiveness of either
the dirigible or the aeroplane in actual warfare, but it is significant
that naval officers while in-
sisting that flying machines
are not a serious menace to
battle-ships, on account of
their protected decks, admit
that they can be used very
effectively against land forces
both in the open and behind
fortifications.

On the other hand army
officers, while confident that
their branch of the service
has little to fear from these

machi 11y of th
ines, are generally of the Shooting from Acroplane
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opinion that they are a force that must be reckoned with by the navy.

Gen. Nelson A. Miles, who witnessed the aeroplane maneuvers at
Atlantic City, N. J., in the autumn of 1910, said that the airship has
sounded the death knell of the navy, and that battle-ships are obsolete,

Sir Frederic Villiers, England’s most distinguished war corres-
pondent, is reported in the Saturday Evening Post as saying that he

would seriously advise Canada to put

money into aeronautics rather than

into her contemplated navy, as the

next war would be decided in the air.

In both army and navy circles

measures of defenceare being provided

against the aeronautic engines of des-

truction. The balloon gun mounted

upon an automobile, together with

high power rifles in the hands of ex-

pert marksmen, are relied upon on

land, while on shipboard protected

decks, supplemented by aerial torpedo

The Balloon Gun nets, will afford whatever protection
is possible in connection, of course,

with the balloon guns and the high power rifles as on land.

It has been suggested that in actual warfare ‘‘ there will not be
just one aviator operating David-like against the Goliath of a fleet, but
there will be a swarm of aeroplanes stinging a monster to death with
tiny stings.”

In this connection attention is called to the fact that, at present
prices of aeroplanes and Dreadnaughts, two thousand of the former
could be provided for the price of one of the latter, and that even a
Dreadnaught would fare badly if attacked by only a hundred aero-
planes acting in concert.

Lieut. Benjamin D. Foulois, United States army aeroplane expert
says that ‘* there are numerous minor offensive operations in which an
aeroplane fleet can be employed, such as making swift raids on lines
of communication, destroying important bridges, or dropping fire
shells upon important depots where large quantities of supplies are
stored.” «

These machines can be used also, either on sea or land, for drop-
ping shells charged with deadly gases, a single bomb weighing only
a hundred and sixty pounds containing enough gas to destroy the
entire crew of a battle-ship or a whole regiment of land forces.

Certainly the use of these machines must add very greatly to the
horrors of modern warfare already terrible beyond description.
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