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meant by the saints in white robes. In xiii. 18,
pains are taken to tell the name of the beast, in a
cautious and technical way, indeed, but one that
could scarcely fail to be understood by a discern-
ing Christian reader of that day. In xxi. 9, an
angel is sent to show more fully the heavenly
city, which had been just before mentioned (verse
2) as “the bride.” So here, after the symbolical
woes of the seven vials, a whole chapter is ex-
pressly devoted to an explanation, by one of the
seven angels, of their meaning. It is true that
the explanation itself has difficulties in it, since
there was the same necessity for caution in speak-
ing of the existing government to which we have
before alluded. Probably, however, the difficulty
is much greater for us than for Christians of that
day. Surely, this much at least must be inferred,
that He who gave the contents of this book to
men designed that it should be understood by
them, and therefore that, with a reasonable de-
gree of consideration and acquaintance with the
history and opinions of the times, its meaning
may be discerned.

1. THE ANGEL'S OFFER.

CHAPTER xvil. (1) And there came one of the seven
angels that had the seven bowls, and spake with me, say-
ing, Come hither, I will shew thee the judgment of the
great harlot that sitteth upon many waters; (2) with whom
the kings of the earth committed fornication, and they that



208 THE REVELATION.

dwell in the earth were made drunken with the wine of her
fornication.

The angel-executioner now appointed to be an
interpreter, addresses the apostle with the pro-
posal to show to him the judgment, i. e., God’s
retributive chastisement, of the great harlot that
sat upon the many waters. Nothing was more
familiar to readers of the Old Testament than the
representation of idolatry under the name of har-
lotry or adultery. The idea originated in the
fact that God had established his covenant with
the Jews, declaring himself in a peculiar sense
their God, and them in an equally peculiar sense
his people, a relation symbolized as a marriage.
To forsake him, therefore, and go after other
gods, was an offense similar to that committed by
an unfaithful wife against her husband. Hence,
in general, idolatry came to be designated as adul-
tery, and any city or people who committed it as
a harlot. The term was thus applied to Nineveh
(Nahum iii. 8), to Tyre (Isa. xxiii. 17), and to
Babylon (Ezek. xxiii. 17). That there may be
no doubt whatever as to who is meant, the angel
(in verse 18) says expressly, she is “that great
orry which reigneth over the kings of the earth.”
In this sin all the tributary kingdoms of the em-
pire are (verse 2) described as involved.
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2. THE SCARLET BEAST AND I1TS RIDER.

CHAPTER XVIL. (3) And he c.eried me away in the Spirit
into a wilderness: and I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet-
colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven
heads and ten horns. (4) And the woman was arrayed in
purple and scarlet, and decked with gold and precious stone
and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abomi-
nations, even the unclean things of her fornication, (5) and
upon her forehead a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOM-
INATIONS OF THE EARTH. (6) And I saw the woman
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of
the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered"
with a great wonder.

The scene chosen by the angel for the exhibi-
tion was a wilderness (not the wilderness), as if
the spectacle was unfit to appear among the hab-
itations of men. The wastes of the desert were
the proper place in which to find monsters like
this. Compare Isa. xiii. 21, 22; =xxxiv. 13-15.
There is shown a woman riding upon a scarlet-
colored beast, i. e., of the hue of blood, bearing
blasphemous titles, and having seven heads and
ten horns; in other words, the same beast dis-
closed in Chapter xiii. 1. Her riding upon him
may imply that the imperial power upheld the
prosperity and grandeur of the city. She was ar-
rayed in sumptuous robes, and decked with costly
jewels betokening her riches, and carried in her
hand the golden bowl of wine which intoxicated
all who drank,—the seductive pleasures of idol
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worship. Her diadem bore a title characterized
as a “ Mystery,” i. e., showing that it had a secret
meaning underneath the apparent one. The title
was, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH,”
—the secret meaning of which was RoME. The
woman had drank herself to intoxication with the
blood of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus.

8. THE ANGEL'S EXPLANATION.

CHAPTER XVIL. (7) And the angel said unto me, Where-
fore didst thou wonder ? I will tell thee the mystery of the
woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the
seven heads and the ten horns. (8) The beast that thou
sawest was, and is not; and is about to come up out of the
abyss, and to go into perdition. And they that dwell on the
earth shall wonder, they whose name hath not been written
in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when
they behold the beast, how that he was, and is not, and
shall come. (9) Here is the mind which hath wisdom.
The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman
sitteth: (10) and they are seven kings; the five are fallen,
the one is, the other is not yet come; and when he cometh,
he must continue a little while. (11) And the beast that
was, and is not, is himself also an eighth, and is of the
seven; and he goeth into perdition. (12) And the ten horns
that thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet; but they receive authority as kings, with
the beast, for one hour. (13) These have one mind, and
they give their power and authority unto the beast. (14)
These shall war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over-
come them, for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings; and
they also shall overcome that are with him, called and chosen
and faithful. (15) And he saith unto me, The waters which
thou sawest, where the harlot sitteth, are peoples, and mul-
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titudes, and nations, and tongues. (16) And the ten horuns
which thou sawest, and the beast, these shall hate the har-
lot, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat
her flesh, and shall burn her utterly with fire. (17) For God
did put in their hearts to do his mind, and to come to one
mind, and to give their kingdom unto the beast, until the
words of God should be accomplished. (18) And the
woman whom thou sawest is the great city, which reigneth
over the kings of the earth.

The sight of this sickening monster filled the
mind of the apostle with amazement. The re-
vealing angel seeing this, proceeds to explain the
vision. We have already, in connection with
Chapter xiii., stated what seems to be the best so-
lution of the very enigmatical language which
follows. It is certainly a remarkble fact that a
report or prophecy should have prevailed, that
Nero after his death would revive, and claim the
throne anew, but finally perish in attempting to
gain it. For the sake of identifying him, there-
fore, though without indorsing the report, John
may have referred to him as the “one that was
and is not, and is to come back from Hades, and
go into utter ruin,” —a matter, he adds, which
would cause admiring wonder to all his subjects
except those whose names were registered in the
book of life.

Then come yet more open explanations, to
which the mind that had wisdom should attend.
The seven heads of the beast represented the
seven hills on which Rome was built. Of her
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first seven emperors, five were dead, viz., Julius
Caxsar, Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, and Clau-
dius; one, viz., Nero, is; the seventh, Galba, will
follow Nero, but will continue but a short space,
viz., seven months. Nero— the beast of the two
lives — will be the eighth, but will perish. The
ten horns are ten tributary kingdoms — enumer-
ated by Gibbon as Spain, Gaul, Britain, Illyricum,
Macedonia, Greece, Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt,
Africa. It is probable, however, that the word
ten is not designed to be an exact, but a round
number, about ten. These possess no kingdom
now, i. e., no independent sovereignty, but receive
power as kings, in other words, are allowed, in
accordance with the Roman custom, to have their
local or provincial governments in subordination
to the empire. This, however, is for one hour, —
in other words, a very short time, for soon Rome
herself will fall, and her power over them will be
broken. For the present they are loyal, and
freely contribute of their resources and strength
to the capital. They will join with it in hostility
to Christ, but shall be defeated.

Afterward, these tributary kingdoms (verse 16)
shall rebel against Rome, shall invade her terri-
tory, despoil her riches, and devastate the capital
itself with fire and sword,—a prediction, as all
know, which was literally fulfilled in the later
days of the western empire. For under the over-
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ruling providence of God, they agree in yielding
the supreme power to the capital until God’s pur-
poses in regard to his people and his kingdom are
fulfilled.

Finally, as if to complete the explanation, and
put all possible doubt to rest, it is added ex-
pressly that the scarlet-arrayed harlot is the city
that rules the world. The mention of the name
Rome itself would not be more positive than this.

THE FALL OF BABYLON.

In the construction of the regular drama, scenes
are often introduced called more, ¢delays,” for
the purpose of retarding the progress of the
events, to give time for transactions which must
be understood to have taken place but which can-
not be brought into the representation; some-
times, too, as in highly-wrought tragedies, to af-
ford a relief from intense emotion, and prepare
the way for the final catastrophe. Such were
the choruses in the old Greek tragedies, and the
by-play of clowns in some of Shakespeare’s mas-
ter-pieces. Something similar to this, though of
a higher order, is frequently employed in this
highly dramatic Book of the Revelation. Most
commonly it is in the form of songs of praise in
view of disclosures already made, or of promises
for the future, which serve not only to hold back
the denouement, but also to awaken those senti-
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ments of hope and gratitude and courage so ap-
propriate to the suffering churches in the ordeal
through which they were passing.

The present chapter seems to be of this nature.
The seven angels have poured out their vials of
wrath, and an angel interpreter has explained,
cautiously, but with much fullness, who the per-
secuting harlot is that is about to receive her mer-
ited chastisement. But while we gaze in instant
expectation of the fulfillment, another delay oc-
curs which hightens the effect, though it retards
the end. Three messages from heaven are sent
with as many renewed assurances of the coming
doom. It is as if, with the curtain still down,
three heralds should pass in succession across the
stage, each proclaiming the certainty and the
completeness of the catastrophe whxch will be
reached in the impending scene.

THE FIrsT HERALD.

CHAPTER XVIIL (1) After these things I saw another
angel coming down out of heaven, having great authority;
and the earth was lightened with his glory. (2) And he
cried with a mighty voice, saying, Fallen, fallen is Babylon
the great, and is become a habitation of devils, and a hold of
every uuclean spirit, and a hold of every unclean and hate-
ful bird. (3) For by the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion.all the nations are fallen; and the kings of the earth
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth waxed rich by the power of her wantonness. ~

First, a mighty angel descends from heaven
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clad in such effulgence that the whole earth is
illuminated by it. He proclaims with a loud
voice, “ Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen!” —
the repetition of the word adding strong empha-
sis, and the putting of it into the past tense show-
ing its certainty, as if of a thing already done.
And further, as if recalling the picture of the
desolation of her ancient prototype sketched by
Isaiah (Chap. xiii. 19-22), he adds, “and is be-
come the habitation of demons, and the strong-
hold of every unclean spirit, and a cage of every
impure and detestable bird.” And then he re-
cites her crime: ¢“For all nations have partici-
pated in her corrupting idolatries; all kings have
been in alliance with her, and all the rich and
great of the empire have basked in the prosperity
she has conferred on her flatterers and minions.”

THE SECOND HERALD.

CHAPTER XVIII. (4) And I heard another voice from
heaven, saying, Come forth, my people, out of her, that ye
have no fellowship with her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues: (5) for her sins have reached even unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. (6) Ren-
der unto her even as she rendered, and double unto her the
double according to her works: in the cup which she min-
gled, mingle unto her double. (7) How much soever she
glorified herself, and waxed wanton, so much give her of
torment and mourning: for she saith in her heart, Isita
queen, and am no widow, and shall in no wise see mourn-.
ing. (8) Therefore in one day shall her plagues come,
death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly
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burned with fire; for strong is the Lord God which judged
her. (9) And the kings of the earth, who committed forni-
cation and lived wantonly with her, shall weep and wail
over her, when they look upon the smoke of her burning,
(10) standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,
Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! for in
one hour is thy judgment come. (11) And the merchants
of the earth weep and mourn over her, for no man buyeth
their merchandise any more; (12) merchandise of gold, and
silver, and precious stone, and pearls, and fine linen, and
purple, and silk, and scarlet; and all thyine wood, and
every vessel of ivory, and every vessel made of most pre-
cious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble; (13) and
cinnamon, and spice, and incense, and ointment, and frank-
incense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and
cattle, and sheep; and merchandise of horses and chariots
and slaves; and souls of men. (14) And the fruits which
thy soul lusted after are gone from thee, and all things that
were dainty and sumptuous are perished from thee, and
men shall find them no more at all. (15) The merchants of
these things, who were made rich by her, shall stand afar
off for the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning; (16)
saying, Woe, woe, the great city, she that was arrayed in
fine linen and purple and scarlet, and decked with gold and
precious stone and pearl! (17) for in one hour so great
riches is made desolate. And every shipmaster, and every
one that saileth any whither, and mariners, and as many as
gain their living by sea, stood afar off, (18) and cried out as
they looked upon the smoke of her burning, saying, What
city is like the great city? (19) And they cast dust on
their heads, and cried, weeping and mourning, saying, Woe,
woe, the great city, wherein were made rich all that had
their ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in
one hour is she made desolate. (20) Rejoice over her, thou
heaven, and ye saints, and ye apostles, and ye prophets; for
God hath judged your judgment on her.

The second message is a voice from heaven it-
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self, reverberating through the firmament, “ Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.” This, too, is modeled after similar
warnings addressed to God’s people in the days of
the literal Babylon (Isa. xlviii. £0; Jer. 1. 8; Ii.
6, 9, 45); and its solemnity is hightened by the
reminder thus made of the doom which befell that
ancient enemy. Probably the original of the
whole was in Lot’s summons to leave Sodom on
the morning of its destruction. Gen. xix. 12.
This entire apostrophe reaching to verse 19, is
in the highest degree poetic and impassioned.
Verses 11, 19, seem patterned after Ezekiel's de-
seription of the lament for Tyre (Ezek. xxvii.),
another of the ancient foes of God’s people. The
following notes of the verbal expressions em-
ployed will be useful.

Verse 6. Render unto her ; apparently addressed
to the retributive angels who were to execute
the impending judgments upon the guilty city. —
Double to her; compare Isa. xl. 2; lxi. 7.— Ver.
7. How much, i. e. in the same degree.— Ver. 8.
Death ; of her children ; in other words, she shall
be depopulated. — Ver. 9. The kings ; the allied
and tributary rulers of other countries which now
formed part of the Roman Empire.— Smoke of
her burning ; compare Gen. xix. 28.— Ver. 10.
One hour, suddenly and unexpectedly.— Ver.

10
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11. Shall weep. The idea is that those in foreign
lands who trafficked with Rome, sending thither
the products of those lands, lament because she.
could buy of them no longer. — Ver. 12. Thyine
wood ; timber of the citron tree, an aromatic ever-
green highly prized for ornamental wood-work. —
Ver. 18. Slaves,—literally, bodies ; an abbrevi-
ated way of designating persons who were bought
and sold for purposes of manual labor. The next
phrase, souls of men, also means slaves in a more
general sense. Compare Ezek. xxvii. 13. This
enumeration of articles of merchandise closely
follows that given by the prophet in said chapter.
—Ver. 14. Thy soul. The address now, in the
ardor of composition, becomes personal. — Ver.
15. The merchants ; before it was the kings that
stood afar off. — Ver. 17. Shipmaster; because
so extensive a commerce occupied a great amount
of shipping. — Ver. 19. Her costliness ; her lav-
ishness in expenditure. With this verse ends the
lament. The next is a call to the holy universe
to rejoice in her downfall.— Hath judged; Her
act of condemning you has been tried and con-
demned by him.

TaE THIRD HERALD.

CHAPTER XVIII. (21) And a strong angel took up a stone
as it were a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying,
Thus with a mighty fall shall Babylon, the great city, be
cast down, and shall be found no more at all. (22) And the
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voice of harpers and minstrels and flute players and trump-
eters shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no crafts-
man, of whatsoever craft, shall be found any more at all in
thee; and the voice of a millstone shall be heard no more
at allin thee: (23) and the light of a lamp shall shine no
more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of
the bride shall be heard no more atall in thee : for thy mer-
chants were the princes of the earth; for with thy sorcery
were all the nations deceived. And in her was found the
blood of prophets and of saints, and of all that have been
slain upon the earth. )

The third message is sent by another angel, who
not only reiterates the prediction of ruin, but
emphasizes it by a most significant action ; hurl-
ing a great millstone into the sea. Sorcery,
practices which benumbed the conscience and
seduced into idolatry.

RESPONSE FROM THE SAINTS.

CHAPTER XIX. (1) After these things I heard as it were
a great voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, Halle-
lujah; Salvation, and glory, and power, belong to our God:
(2) for true and righteous are his judgments; for he hath
‘judged the great harlot, which did corrupt the earth with
her fornication, and he hath avenged the blood of his ser-
vants at her hand. (3) And a second time they say, Halle-
lujah. And her smoke goeth up for ever and ever.

To these repeated and emphatic declarations of
the full and near destruction of their persecutor,
the saints in glory respond with a song of thanks-
giving—Ver. 1. Alleluia, the Greek form of the
word Hallelujah, which occurs so often in the
Psalms. It means, * Praise ye Jehovah!” — Sal-




220 THE REVELATION,

vation ; the deliverance of the church from her
enemies. — Ver. 2. Hath judged ; still spoken of
as past to highten the effect. — Ver. 8. Her smoke,
following, as before, the pattern of Gen. xix. 28.
— For ever; expressing the idea of irrevocable
ruin.

RESPONSE FROM THE ELDERS AND
Livine ONEs.

CHAPTER XIX. (4) And the four and twenty elders and
the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God that
sitteth on the throne, saying, Amen; Hallelujah.

In this song, the four Living Ones, as in Chap.
v. 9, participate.

UNIVERSAL TRIUMPHAL SONG.

CHAPTER XIX. (5) And a voice came forth from the
- throne, saying, Give praise to our God, all ye his servants,
ye that fear him, the small and the great. (6) And I heard
as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunders, say-
ing, Hallelujah: for the Lord our God, the Almighty, reign-
eth. (7) Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us
give the glory unto him: for the marriage of the Lamb is

come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

Then a voice from the Throne itself — undoubt-
edly the voice of the Lamb,—calls upon the
entire holy Universe who serve God to join
therein. The use of the expression, «“ Qur God,”
by the Lamb, is in accordance with Christ’s words
in John xx. 17.—Ver. 6. As it were; resem-
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bling. — Reigneth; <. e., administers justice as
King and Judge. The two functions of supreme
power were joined in an ancient sovereign, and
his acts are often spoken of interchangeably as
laws, judgments, precepts, etc. See Ps. cxix.—
Ver. 7. Marriage; the time has come when, her
enemies being destroyed, the Lamb formally rec-
ognizes his persecuted and long despised church,
and sets her in honor, as a bridegroom publicly
takes to himself his bride. The figure is a favor-
ite one in the Old Testament, especially in the
Song of Solomon, and is henceforth used through
the remainder of this book to denote the safety,
the honor, and the happiness which will attend
the church when her sufferings are over.—
Ready ; . e., by her faithfulness in enduring to
the end. She has come through her long period
of trial without a stain, in ever patient anticipa-
tion of its glorious termination, and now the
Bridegroom is ready to receive her, to acknowl-
edge her fidelity, and crown her as his own for-
ever. And to show her in the greatest contrast
‘with the impure and gaudily arrayed harlot which
had corrupted the nations, it was granted to her
to be clad, <. e., to be manifested to all the uni-
verse, “in fine linen bright and pure, which is the
righteousness of saints.”
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MARRIAGE SUPPER.

CHAPTER XIX. (8) And it was given unto her that she
should array herself in fine linen, bright and pure: for the
fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (9) And he
saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are bidden to
the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me,
These are true words of God. (10) And I fell down before
his feet to worship him. And he saith unto me, See thou
do it not: I am a fellow-servant with thee and with thy
brethren that hold the testimony of Jesus: worship God:
for the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.

To carry out the figure more perfectly, the aus-
picious event now so near should be celebrated
with a wedding feast, and the evangelist was com-
manded to make proclamation of the honor and
felicity of those who should be admitted to it.
This was another word of cheer to those then suf-
fering, and of encouragement to hold out to the
joyous consummation.

And to add yet more weight to his ‘declaration,
the angel solemnly affirms that the message he
brings is not his own; his words are the very
words of God himself.

We cannot wonder that the apostle, on receiv-
ing such a message from so august a personage,
fell at his feet with the intent to offer him adora-
tion. His thought was instantly repelled by the
angel, who replied that he was a servant likewise;
one of those whose calling it was to testify of

Jesus, for all prophecy of the future is simply tes-
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timony concerning Jesus, his triumph over his
foes, and the establishment, supremacy, and glory
of his kingdom. ’
Glancing back, now, over the past five chap-
ters, the question may suggest itself, why this
repetition, in so many ways, of the single idea
that persecuting Rome should be destroyed? The
iteration seems almost wearisome. Can that be a
true interpretation which runs so narrow a round
of ideas as this? We reply; it may seem so to us,
in these modern days of peace and uneventful
ease, but it would not be such to those to whom
the apostle sent these messages all fresh from the
lips of the revealing angels. Let it only be re-
membered what Rome then was, in the insolence
of her imperial power, with all the world prostrate
at her feet, and what the church then was,— little
bands of obscure and despised people scattered
here and there, without power or prestige, the
avowed followers of a Judean peasant who had
suffered a slave’s punishment for crime. To as-
sure these poor people that they were to triumph
over Rome; Jesus to vanquish Cesar; the hated -
cross to supplant the eagles upon the imperial
standard ; the rich temples of Jupiter and Venus
and Bacchus to crumble into ruins before the ris-
ing churches and basilicas consecrated to the
memory of the martyrs—to say this in a way to
be believed ; to afford real consolation, and fur-
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nish the strong stimulus of courage and hope, and
80 buoy the suffering saints over the bloody waves
of two and a half centuries, till the hour of de-
liverance should come,—to do all this, surely,.
required repetition, in every possible form of em-
phasis, with all the confirmation of significant
gesture, and mighty voices, and solemn oaths. It
was to be, in fact, the greatest revolution that the
world ever saw, a revolution which, in the exist-
ing state of things, was to mere human view
alike incredible and inconceivable. We have
only to bear this in mind to see that these varied
forms of utterance were needed, as they were ad-
mirably adapted for the purpose in view, and to
find in them yet clearer evidence that our inter-
pretation is a right one.

DESTRUCTION OF THE ARMIES OF THE BEAST.

It will be remembered that the progress of
events as revealed to the apostle was suspended
to give room for the appearance of the angel sent
to explain the symbol of the scarlet-clad woman
(Chap. xvii.), and also for the dirge of the kings
and the merchants of the earth over the fall of
the mystical Babylon (Chap. xviii.). Meanwhile,
it is to be understood that the three unclean spirits
sent forth by the Dragon, the Beast and the False
Prophet, to stir up their tributary forces for the
last conflict with Christianity (Chap. xvi. 18),
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have accomplished their mission, and gathered a
mighty host in the vale of Armageddon. The
prototype of this mustering of the enemies was in
the gathering of the Canaanite army under Sisera,
at Megiddo, by the river Kishon, where they were
utterly destroyed by Deborah and Barak. Judges
iv.
The judgments of heaven have already been
poured upon Rome and her allies by the angels of
the seven vials, and now this last, most desperate
attack of all the auxiliary powers of idolatry
alone remains. It is to be remembered that the
pergecution of the Christians was not confined to
Rome proper, or to the reign of Nero, but ex-
tended throughout the empire, and for a period of
nearly or quite two hundred and fifty years, so
that looking upon it collectively as a whole, it
may well be described as a simultaneous assault
by the combined forces of the Pagan world. It
is the result of this great conflict which is depicted
in the last part of the nineteenth chapter and the
twentieth. It is divided as usual, into seven par-
ticulars or scenes.

1. The capture of the beast and false prophet,
and their consignment to the lake of fire.

2. The slaughter of their entire army.

8. The seizure of the dragon, and his confine-
ment in the abyss for one thousand years.

4. The special rewards conferred upon the mar-
tyrs during that period.
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5. The release of the dragon, his enlistment of
another army, viz.,, Gog and Magog, and their
overthrow.

6. The final doom of the dragon to the lake of
fire.

7. The judgment of the dead.

. It seems scarcely necessary to remind our read-
ers that these chapters comprise the most myste-
rious and difficult portions of the whole Book.
We shall do our best at explaining them, but
shall not be in the least surprised to be told we
have failed. We shall address the common sense
of our readers, aided by their knowledge of early
and medieval history, and will cheerfully abide
their judgment ¢ whether these things are so.”

We have first a magnificent description of

Christ a8

THE LEADER OF HIs ARMIES.

CHAPTER xIx. (11) And I saw the heaven opened; and
behold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon, called Faith-
ful and True; and in righteousness he doth judge and
make war. (12) And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon
his head are many diadems; and he hath a name written,
which no one knoweth but he himself. (13) And he is ar-
rayed in a garment sprinkled with blood: and his name is
called, The Word of God. (14) And the armies which are
in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine
linen, white and pure. (15) And out of his mouth proceed-
eth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations:
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty
God. (18) And he hath on his garment and on his thigh a
name written. KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS,
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The Seer beholds heaven opened, and a white
war steed descending from it to the field of bat-
tle. Upon it was One designated as “Faithful
and True,” because he will execute the promises
and threatenings he has made both to his friends
and to his foes, whose contests and judgments
are just. From his eyes are emitted lightning-
gleams, and from his head depend the fillets
of many diadems. There was a marked differ-
ence between an ancient crown and a diadem.
The former, generally a simple wreath of leaves
twisted about the head, or of gold twined with
them, was not in itself a badge of royalty but of
civic honor, success in battle, or in the games, or
of convivial pleasure, etc. The diadem, which
was a white fillet of linen worn on the head and
hanging in a graceful knot behind, was a mark of
imperial sovereignty, such as was displayed by
the monarchs of the East, from whom it was de-
rived. When adorned with jewels, and gathered
in many folds, like a turban, it was the highest
emblem of dignity and power known among na-
tions. On the jeweled frontlet of his diadems
Jesus has a title inscribed, the full import of
which he alone knows, — that name is the Logos
(Word) or Gop. Compare John i. 1, 14. Over
his vesture he wears the imperial mantle, not
of purple, as denoting mere civic rule, but of
crimson (dyed with blood), the symbol of war; a
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figure probably derived from Isa. lxiii. 1-3, where
the Messiah comes from Edom, his garments
stained with the blood of his enemies. This glo-
rious Being is attended with the armies of heaven,
the hosts of angels, arrayed in shining white
and riding upon white horses, the emblem of pu-
rity. This representation seems to accord with
Matt. xvi. 27; xxiv. 80; xxv. 81, where Christ
describes his own coming as King and Judge,
“in his glory, with all his holy angels.” His
word of command is like a sharp sword, with
which he will smite the rebel nations, and rule
them with irresistible force (“a rod of iron.”
See Psalm ii. 9). He treadeth the wine-press of
God’s wrath against his enemies; i. e., is the in-
strument through whom the divine judgments
will be executed upon them. See Chap. xiv.
18-20. TUpon the skirt of his robe, so as to be
conspicuous as he sits upon his horse, is the in-
scription claiming for him supreme and univer-
sal sovereignty, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF

LORDS.

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON.

And now, in immediate anticipation of the
battle, a herald angel standing in the sun makes
proclamation to the carnivorous birds in all the
sky to come and feast themselves upon the dead,
the slain enemies of the King. It will be a great
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feast spread for them by God; let them come and
gorge themselves at their will. Dainty morsels
will be afforded them, — kings and chiliarchs and
braves, horses and their riders, nobles and vas-
sals, small and great. Of course, this proclama-
tion is to highten the effect. Similar calls were
often uttered by ancient warriors just before bat-
tle. Compare 1 Sam. xvii. 46; Isa. xviii. 6; lvi.
9; Jer.vii. 33; xii. 9; especially Ezek. iv. 17-22.

And now all is ready, and the battle begins.
But —there is no battle! Instantly the beast
and the false prophet are seized, and thrust alive
into the fiery lake of gehenna, and their vast
army are slain by the word of the victorious
King. The rapidity with which this is done is
most impressive. It is the act of the Leader
alone. The angels who attend him are merely
witnesses of his prowess; he needs not the aid of
one of them. He simply speaks, and it is done!
The mighty hosts who had assembled against him
disappear as by a single lightning stroke !

The import of all this, divested of the histor-
ical symbols under which it is presented, is sim-
ply that Paganism at Rome and throughout the
world, as a persecuting force arrayed against the
church of God, should be utterly destroyed. Of
course, it does not mean Rome as a city, nor the
people of Rome as such, nor even the civil gov-
ernment of Rome itself considered. The real
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enemy which dwelt i» Rome, and actuated her
people and her power, was heathenism, just as
the real enemy which clutched at our own na-
tional life in the late rebellion was slavery.
We say that we fought the South and overcame
it, and reduced it to submission, but we mean
that we conquered slavery. We had no enmity
against the South as a part of our own country,
or against her people as American citizens; we
fought them only as made our foes by that fell
spirit of oppression which was hostile to all the
institutions and interests of a land.of freedom.
So the real foe at Rome was its state religion,
which, under the instigation of Satan, made war
against the church of God; and the victory so
sublimely described in our text was achieved
when that foe was despoiled of its power, and all
its instruments and auxiliaries utterly destroyed.

If we ask, then, whether the prophecy, thus
understood, was in fact fulfilled, and when, the
answer of history is most signal and definite, — it
was, tn the conversion of the Emperor Constantine
to Christianity, and his imperial decrees suppress-
tng Paganism, and establishing Christianity as the
religion of the empire, A.D. 306-324.

CONSTANTINE THE GREAT.

«“Was that all?” we fancy our readers exclaim-
ing at the suggestion we venture to put forth as
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to the real import of the great « Battle of Arma-
geddon,” described in Rev. xix. 11-21. After
preparations so vast, which had so long occupied
the counsels of heaven, and engaged the services
of the highest angels,—after the display of
Christ in his glory, going forth with the armies of
heaven to victory over the assembled forces of -
the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet, and
crushing them with so terrible a defeat, are we to
find the fulfillment of the whole simply in that
revolution wrought in the Roman Empire by the
Emperor Constantine? An event wholly within
the range of human history, which was attended
with no imposing supernatural phenomena, no
disclosure of Christ and his angels amid the
clouds of the firmament, no conflagrations of the
heavens, and no mighty convulsions of the solid
earth; an event whose grandeur is to be seen
only in its moral significance, and its bearing
upon that invisible and spiritual kingdom of
heaven ‘which had been founded in the cross of
Christ? The very statement will doubtless seem
to many its own refutation. Take away from
their fulfillment the physical prodigies and signs
and wonders which prophetic inspiration used so
freely in its symbols, and, they will say, we have
no Apocalypse left. The denouement, which had
been looked for with so much solemn awe, is
emptied of its meaning, and both prophecy and
performance become stale, flat, and unprofitable.
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We will not stop here to dwell upon the seri-
ous detriment to the principles of sound biblical
interpretation, which, as we cannot help thinking,
has resulted from this habit, so greatly fostered
by the millennial literature of our day, of expect-
ing material and sensuous fulfillments of New
Testament prophecy. For the present, it is suffi-
cient to say that the supposed estimate of the
real magnitude of the revolution effected by Con-
stantine results from ignorance or a want of con-
sideration of what that revolution was. Let us
endeavor in a few words to gain some just ideas
of it. -

Rome, in the apostles’ days, was the mistress
of the earth. From the shores of Spain and
Britain on the west to the Indus on the east, and
from Ethiopia in the south to Scythia on the
north, over all the nations, tribes, and tongues of
the known world, she held imperial sway. Her
legions garrisoned and guarded every stronghold ;
her treasury was replenished with the revenues of
every land. One system of laws bound the whole
into a consolidated empire, at the head of which
was a single irresponsible will, a sovereign who
assumed the name and the prerogatives of the
Deity, and was worshiped as such by his subjects.

For two and a half centuries this mighty em-
pire had set itself in deadly hostility to Chris-
tianity. A succession of forty emperors, from




2. 5 m S ¥ e e @

=

[_Re v v T e

THE SECOND PROPHETIC BOOK. 238

Nere to Diocletian, with some few exceptions,
wielded this power to crush the infant churches.
Even the upright Antonine and the philosophic
Aurelius, with no personal malice against the fol-
lowers of Jesus, punished them as enemies of the
state, and disturbers of public order. The Pagan
religion, with a splendid array of priests, augurs,
soothsayers, and vestal virgins, with magnificent
temples and imposing rites of worship, the whole
made sacred and venerable by the traditions of
almost a thousand years, inspired the zeal of the
enemies of the church, while it gave its sanctions
to all the atrocities that were perpetrated in its
behalf. Wealth, aristocracy, fashion, art, ancient
custom, trade, education, all the forces of society,
and over and above all the moral corruption .
which grew up in, and was fostered by, heathen-
ism, were alike hostile to a faith which tended to
revolutionize them all. Such was Rome in its
antagonism to Christianity. The prophetic sym-
bol by which she was represented — frightful as
it was — but faintly imaged the reality —a huge
unearthly beast, with seven heads and ten horns,
and a body combining the strength and swiftness
of the leopard, the bear, and the lion, instigated
and guided by the great red dragon of hell!

Yet in one reign, by the will of one man, this
mighty enemy of Christ and the church was laid
low! By a succession of decrees, breaking forth
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upon the astonished world like thunderboltg out
of the clear sky, persecution was suppressed,
Christians were granted perfect liberty of opinion
and worship, confiscated property was restored to
them, demolished churches rebuilt, Christianity
made the state religion, the eross inscribed on the
imperial standards and impressed on the imperial
‘coins,—in a word, the empire was made Chris-
tian. Nay, more, Rome herself, the bloody city
of Nero and Domitian and Diocletian, the place
of the Mamertine prison and the imperial gar-
dens, which had once been lighted with burning
Christians as torches, and the Coliseum, where
the wild beasts had been gorged with the flesh of
the martyrs,— Rome was abandoned of its em-
peror, and given over to decay and the plunder
of the northern barbarians, and a new capital
built in the East on the beautiful Bosphorus,
which should ever after bear in its very name the
memory of the first Christian emperor, Constan-
tine. And though he did not himself attempt to
extirpate heathenism by force, yet it was done
shortly after by his successors. The Pagan tem-
ples were demolished, the heathen rites prohib-
ited, and the whole vast system of superstition
on whose bloody altars so many thousands of
Christians had perished was by imperial edict to-
tally suppressed.

Was not such a result as this worthy to be
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styled “the victory of Armageddon”? We beg
the reader to pause and reflect a little on its sig-
nificance. By what less than the power of the
enthroned Redeemer, acting in aud through this
human representative, could it have been accom-
plished? By what else was the revolution made
permanent in its effects, so that there was no fa-
tal reaction from it? President Edwards, one of
the most judicious of writers, says, “ This revo-
lution was the greatest revolution and change in
the face of things that ever came to pass in the
world since the flood. Satan, the prince of dark-
ness, that king and god of the heathen world, was
cast out. The roaring lion was conquered by the
Lamb of God in the strongest dominion that ever
he had, the Roman empire.” (Work of Redemp-
tion, Period III., part 2).

We regret our want of space to give an ade-
quate sketch of this celebrated emperor. He was
born in the year 274, and upon the death of his
father he was proclaimed Casar by the Roman
army, at York, in England, in 306. At that time
the empire was divided among six sovereigns,
who parcelled out its vast territories among them.
Dissensions arose among them, which led to a
long series of wars, from which Constantine fi-
nally emerged, the conqueror of all. It was
while engaged with one of these, Maxentius, that
he saw the famous vision to which he attributed
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his ultimate conversion. “ According to his own
account,” says Uhlhorn, “he long considered to
which god he should turn for help, and prayed to
the supreme God, whom his father had worshiped
as god of the sun, to reveal to him who he was.
Then there appeared to him one day a wondrous
sign. When the sun was declining in the west,
he saw a bright cross upon the sun, and over it
the inscription, in letters of light, TouTOo NIKA
(In this conquer). He was disturbed by the
vision, and not clear what its meaning might be;
but in the night Christ appeared to him, and
commanded him to make this cross his banner,
and then to go into battle with the certainty of
victory. In fulfillment of this prediction, Con-
stantine had a banner prepared (the labarum)
bearing the cross and the monogram of Christ.
He himself set a cross on his helmet, and his
soldiers painted it upon their shields. Then he
led his army from victory to victory under the
banner of the cross, until in the bloody battle of
-the Milvian Bridge the power of Maxentius was
entirely broken. Constantine entered Rome in
triumph, and soon the whole West acknowledged
his sway. In token of his gratitude for this re-
sult, the emperor had a statue of himself set up
in Rome, carrying a cross in his hand, and bear-
ing the inscription, “ By this saving sign, the true
proof of valor, I have freed your city, and saved
it from the yoke of the tyrant.” ‘
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The great decree of Constantine, by which he
made Christianity the religica of the empire, was
issued in the year 324, after he had, by the defeat
of Licinius, become sole monarch both of the
West and the East. The year following he con-
vened a general council of the bishops and clergy,
to settle points of doctrine and practice in the
church., This was the famous council of Nice,
which first condemned the heresy of Arianism.
The emperor himself attended its sessions, and
gave the imperial sanction to its decrees. We
cannot refuse a quotation from Dean Stanley’s
account of this renowned council, as presenting
most vividly the changes which had come upon
the condition both of the church and the empire.

“There were present the learned and the illit-
erate, courtiers and peasants, old and young, aged
bishops on the verge of the grave, beardless dea-
cons just entering on their office; and it was an
assembly in which the difference between age and
youth was of more than ordinary significance, for
it coincided with a marked transition in the his-
tory of the world. The new generation had been
brought up in peace and quiet. They could just
remember the joy diffused through the Christian
communities by the edict of toleration published
in their boyhood; but they had themselves suf-
fered nothing. Not so the older and by far the
larger part of the assembly. They had lived
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through the last and worst of the persecutions,
and they now came like a regiment out of some
frightful siege or battle, decimated and mutilated
by the tortures or the hardships they had under-
gone. There must have been some of the aged
inhabitants of Nicza who remembered the death
of the two martyrs, Tryphon and Respicius, who
in the reign of Decius had been dragged through
the streets of the city, bleeding from their wounds,
in the depths of winter. There must be some
who retained from their grandfathers the recol-
lection of that still earlier and more celebrated
persecution in Bithynia, recorded by Pliny in his
letter to Trajan. Most of the older members must
have lost a friend or a brother. Many still bore
the marks of their sufferings. Some uncovered
their sides and backs to show the wounds inflicted
by the instruments of torture. On others were
the traces of that peculiar cruelty which distin-
guished the last persecution, the loss of a right
eye, or the searing of the sinews of the leg to pre-
vent their escape from working in the mines.
Both at the time and afterward it was on their
character as an army of confessors and martyrs,
quite as much as on their character as an (Ecu-
menical Council, that their authority reposed. In
this respect, no other council could approach them,
and in the whole proceedings of the assembly, the
voice of an old confessor was received almost as
an oracle.” Eastern Church, pp. 185, 186.
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Think of Nero burning Christians alive as
torches in his palacde gardens, and then of Con-
stantine presiding in such a council as this, and
see what Christ’s victory over the Beast and the
False Prophet meant !

THE BINDING OF SATAN.

CHAPTER XX. (1) And I saw an angel coming down out
of heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain
in his hand. (2) And he laid hold on the dragon, the old
serpent which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years, (3) and cast him into the abyss, and shut
it, and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations
no more, until the thousand years should be finished: after
this he must be loosed for a little time.

In attempting to elucidate this exceedingly ob-
scure subject, we ask our readers, first of all, to
disregard the chapter division by which this pas-
sage is separated from what precedes. Every one
knows that there is no authority for these divis-
ions in the original, and the influence of them is
often very detrimental to a clear understanding of
the sacred text, breaking apart what really should
be held in closest continuity. The present is a
marked example of this, very many writers taking
it for granted that this chapter begins a new sub-
ject, whereas a careful consideration will clearly
show that it is strictly and intimately connected
with the overthrow of the enemies of the church,

- given in the foregoing chapter. In other words,
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the seizure and binding of the Dragon was a part

of the great battle of Armageddon, in which the

conquering Messiah overcomes and destroys the
. combined armies which had been gathered against
- him.

For, let it be remembered that the persecutions
which Rome had for two and a half centuries been
inflicting upon Christians were the Dragon’s war-
Jare against the saints. See Ch. xii. 18, 17 ; xiii.
7; xvi. 13, 14. “The Dragon persecuted the
woman — the church — which brought forth the
man-child.” ¢ The Dragon was wroth, and went
to make war with the remnant of her seed.” «It
was given to him,” i. e., the beast, the Dragon’s
agent, to whom he gave his power and throne
and great authority,— ‘“to make war with the
saints and to overcome them.” The three un-
clean spirits like frogs, which came out of the
mouths of the Dragon and the Beast and the False
Prophet — the Dragon’s instruments of cruelty —
went forth to gather the kings of the earth and of
the whole world to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty. And when, in Chap. xix., the
Messiah comes forth against that host, and gives
its flesh to the ravenous birds, and seizes the Beast
and False Prophet and thrusts them into the lake
of fire, it is the destruction of the Dragon’s army,
his marshals and his troops. And it is now simply
the completion of the victory that a mighty angel
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appears on the scene with his key and chain, and
lays hold on the cOMMANDER of that army, the
Prince of Hell, who had created and instigated
it with his own devilish hate, and guided all its
movements for so many years, and binds and shuts
him up in prison. The verses preceding (in Ch.
xix.) are the Waterloo of this campaign; these
are the St Helena, where the arch enemy and
tyrant is put into a place of safety in which for a
thousand years, at least, he can wage war against
the church no more.

Such, clearly, is the connection of this event,
and from it we have the clew to its interpretation.
If persecution was the wicked thing which the
Dragon had been doing ; if the whole prophetic

‘narrative is the story of his deeds and his endeav-
ors against the saints; if it is in this character
alone that he is shown, then, most certainly, to
bind him and shut him up, so that he can pursue
his murderous work no longer, is simply the sup-
pression of persecution. And we know that pre-
cisely this was what was done under Constantine.
Paganism was disarmed and despoiled. The
fagot, the rack, the bloody pincers, were snatched
from its cruel hand. Its dungeons were thrown
open, its wild beasts starved of their wopted
feasts on Christian flesh. Nay, more, the imperial
scepter itself passed into Christian hands. The
old bloody, barbarous Rome was left in her poi-

11
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sonous marshes by the Tiber, with the curse of
heaven resting on her, and a new Rome, the capi-
tal of a new Christian empire, planted in the
East, the national emblem of which was the
cross and the name of Jesus wrought into the
sacred monogram of the labarum, impressed on her
coins, and borne in triumph on the standards of
her invincible armies! Was not this a binding of
the arch-persecutor? So, for a thousand years
from that day, under the sway of this renowned
Christian empire of the East, what power was
there in all the world strong enough to assail the
church? The barbarian tribes of the North did
indeed overrun old Rome, plundered its wealth,
and parceled out its territories, as John himself
predicted in this very book,—¢“the ten horns
shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate
and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her
with fire” (Chap. xvii. 16); but they had no
power to endanger Christianity, nay, here first
brought into contact with it, many of them re-
ceived its divine teachings, and ultimately became
Christian nations. Contrast now all this, both in
the East and in the West, with what the empire
was when in the flush of its Pagan supremacy, its
scepter in the hands of Nero, and wielded to
crush the despised followers of Jesus, and can we
help saying that the Dragon was bound and shut
up in prison ?
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It is a striking confirmation of this view, that,
at the time, both Constantine and the church
regarded the revolution which he wrought as the
fulfilment of this very chapter. Close by the
entrance to his palace in Constantinople he caused
to be set up an immense painting, in full view of
all who went out or came in, representing himself
with the cross over his head, and under his feet a
writhing serpent falling into the abyss. ‘ For,”
says Eusebius, “ the sacred oracles in the books
of God’s prophets have described him as a dragon
and a crooked serpent; and for this reason the
emperor thus publicly displayed a painting of the
dragon beneath his own and his children’s feet,
stricken through with a dart, and cast headlong
into the depths of the sea. In this manner he
intended to represent that concealed adversary of
the human race, and to indicate that he was con-
signed to the gulf of perdition by virtue of the
trophy of salvation placed above his head.” (Life
of Const. 1. 40.)

Our readers will judge of the reasonableness of
this view of the passage before us, a view which,
we think, will be furthur confirmed by what will
hereafter be said of the matters standing in con-
nection with it. That it differs, in toto, from the
usual view is freely acknowledged. The latter
makes it descriptive of a period of universal peace
and felicity to be attained in the future, lasting a
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thousand years, or an indefinitely long period,
that is to say, the Millennium, a word meaning “a
thousand years.” But while we do not in the
least doubt that such a period of prosperity lies
before the church, as assured in all the predictions
of her latter-day glory, we cannot think that that
is the subject of this passage. In the first place,
it assumes that this chapter is wholly disconnected
with the preceding, introducing a new and totally
different subject. Secondly, it assumes that the
confinement of the Dragon or Satan implies the
cessation of all moral evil, which in the Scriptures
is so often attributed to his agency. But this,
too, is wholly to disregard the connection. The
passage manifestly speaks of the Dragon in refer-
ence to the character he sustains in this book, and
that is solely that of a persecutor. Thirdly, it
represents great and innumerable nations of men
in the distant parts of the earth as still heathen
during the thousand years, which, if this period is
the church’s latter-day glory, is wholly inconsis-
tent with those prophecies which represent the
reign of Christ as absolutely universal. (Com-
pare Ps. Ixxii. 8, 11; Mal. i. 11, etc.) These, to
us, seem insuperable objections to the common
view. We do not see how they could ever have
been derived from a careful study of the passage
tn its connections. The one which we prefer is in
consistency with those connections, and also with



THE SECOND PROPHETIC BOOK. 245

the known facts of history, and the most reason-
able view of the objects and methods of the Rev-
elation itself. It is directly connected with that
great period of persecutions which was then just
beginning, and whose dark penumbra was shut-
ting rapidly down over the apostle and the infant
churches. In a word, it was a view of the utmost
practical interest and importance to the churches
of that day, and therefore appropriately had a
place in the narrative of ¢“those things which
must shortly come to pass.”

THE REIGN OF THE MARTYRS.

CHAPTER xXx. (4) And I saw thrones, and they sat upon*
them, and judgment was given unto them : and I saw the
souls of them that had been beheaded for the testimony of
Jesus, and for the word of God, and such as worshiped not
the beast, neither his image, and received not the mark
upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they lived,
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (5) The rest of
the dead lived not until the thousand years should be fin-
ished. This is the first resurrection. (6) Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: over these the
second death hath no power; but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years.

Probably no passage in the whole Bible ever
received so many different interpretations as these
three verses. They have been made to uphold
theories innumerable in respect to the future of
the saints and of our world. We shall not
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attempt to mention these, but proceed at once to
unfold that view which of all we have seen seems
to us most reasonable —a view which nearly coin-
cides with the one presented by the eminent
evangelical interpreter of Germany, Prof. Heng-
stenberg. This scholar was one of the intimate
and much esteemed friends of the late Prof. Henry
B. Smith, who says of him, “More than any
other man in Germany he is like one of the

rophets of the Old Testament, warning, rebuk-
ing, threatening in the name of the Lord. He is
striving with his whole might to stem the en-
croachments and to repel the pretensions of
philosophy in Germany ; he is striving to save the
Old Testament for Germany as a book of divine
authority, and his cause wins ground.”

‘1. Ourfirst inquiry is, Who were these martyrs 2
Nor should there be any doubt as to the answer.
They were ¢ the souls of them that were beheaded
for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God,
and such as worshiped not the beast, neither his
image, and received not the mark upon their
forehead or upon their hand.” The words refer us
directly to chapter thirteen. They are those who
had, under penalty of death, refused to worship
the Roman emperor, or receive the tokens of con-
formity to the heathen religion, of which he was
the head. In the original this distinctive idea is
more prominent than in our English dress. The
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word “beheaded” (pepelekismenon) is derived
from the ax or hatchet (pelekus), which was the
Roman instrument of capital punishment, and
signifies literally, “those who were hatcheted.”
So the early colonists of New England made a
verb out of the Indian war-club, the tomakawk.
If a writer of those times had said that in a given
conflict so niany persons were tomahawked, no one
would have doubted that he meant to say, not
only that they were put to death, but that it was
done by Indians. So here, the persons seen were
those who had suffered from the Roman ax, or
who, if not actually put to death, had been
exposed to it for their fearless confession of Christ
and the word of God. How they can be made to
mean all Christians in all ages of the world,
according to the views of millenarians generally,
surpasses our comprehension.

2. The time of their reign. It was “a thous-
and years” ; manifestly the same thousand years
as that during which Satan was bound. Nearly
all writers concede this. If what we have ad-
vanced in the preceding pages is correct, that
period lay between Constantine, who put an end
to Roman persecution, and Othman I., who let
loose the horrors of Turkish perscution. That
period of a thousand years was one in which
Christianity, instead of being weak and assailed
by hostile secular power, possessed the throne of
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the Roman world. In it the banner of the Cross
was trinmphant between the Image of Cesar and
the Crescent of Mohammed. The celestial sign
emblazoned by Constantine on the labarum, and
set up over his imperial palace, had been fuifilled,
IN THIS THOU SHALT CONQUER.*

8." In this, then, we have a clew to the reigning
of the martyrs in heaven. For the comfort of the
persecuted churches, John was permitted to
assure them of a coming period of triumph over
their enemies, when the arch-persecutor should be
shut up in prison for a thousand years, when
Christ and his cross should occupy the throne of
the Cwmsars. “But what,” his contemporaries
might ask him, *“is there for us? We shall not
live to see that good time; the dungeon, the
stake, the ax, are our portion, what shall we have
therefore?” 1Is it any wonder that in reply to
such an inquiry the apostle recalled the very same
question which he himself and his brother apostles
bad put to Christ, and the answer he had given
them, ¢“In the regeneration, when the Son of man
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of

*Hengstenberg holds that the thousand years are past, but makes their
precise date somewhat different from this. He thinks the binding of
Satan occurred at the conversion of Charlemagne, in the year A.D. 800.
The thousand years, then, would reach to A.p. 1800, when military despo-

tism and infidelity broke forth with desperate force, as Gog and Magog.
1t is such a conjunction as that of Napoleon and Apollyon.” Apoc. IL,

page 369.
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Israel.” Matt. xix. 28. That is, while Christ
shall reign in his church over his enemies on
earth, his faithful martyrs and confessors shall
teign with him in glory on thrones above. It
shall be a special reward for special fidelity.

Let us look at the passage in its details. The
apostle stands gazing into heaven, where he sees
thrones, persons sitting upon them, and judicial
(or royal, for ruling and judging are the same)
dignity given to them. As he gazes, the scene
thus outlined takes a more definite form and
import ; the persons sitting on the thrones are the
martyrs of the Roman persecutions. Instead of
having perished under the malice of their enemies,
he beholds them still living and reigning with
Christ, as he had promised. This, he says, is the
first resurrection. Not the act of rising, for no
such act is shown, but the resurrection state to
which they had already attained, and by means of
which it had become possible for them to be with
Christ, who at his ascension entered his resurrec-
tion state. It is first, not in the order of time,
but of rank and blessedness, just as the uppermost
rooms at feasts were the first rooms; the best
robe for the prodigal was the first robe ; Philippi,
the chief city of Macedonia, was the first city;
Paul, the chief of sinners, was the first of sinners,
ete. See, also, Matt. xx. 27 ; Mark vi. 21 ; x. 44;
Luke xix. 47 ; Acts xiii. 50; xxv. 2; xxviii. 7, 17T,

11+



250 THE REVELATION.

He then adds, « Blessed and holy is he that hath
part in the first (highest) resurrection; on such
the second death (ver. 14) hath no power, but
they shall be priests of God and of Christ,” i. e.,
admitted into their most intimate presence, “and
shall reign with him a thousand years.” Of
course, we are not to infer that after that period
this honor is to cease. The thousand years are
named only to make this period of triumph coeval
with that of Satan’s humiliation and confinement.
“But the rest of the dead lived not (again)
until the thousand years were finished.” By the
rest must be meant those not included among the
martyrs; i. e., those who did serve the beast and
worship his image, and receive his mark. They
did not live (the word again is unauthorized),
i. e., they did not have the life and blessedness of
. the martyrs. Every one knows that the word to
live in the Scriptures often means to be blessed.
It is to have the everlasting life which alone
belongs to the saints. Till the thousand years
were finished does not mean that they then did so
live, but, as with the reign of the martyrs the
state spoken of extended through the period of
Satan’s confinement. What happened to these
after that is stated further on, in verses 11-15.
This passage then, viewed in its connections,
seems to us most evidently to teach the well
known doctrine of peculiar dignity and happiness
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bestowed upon thase who laid down their lives
for the sake of Christ. This truth had been
taught by our Lord himself in the passage already
quoted (Matt. xix. 28), and was repeated in
various forms by the apostles. Paul declares that
it had become a proverbial saying (logos) among
the early Christians —a saying which he pro-
nounces a true one — ¢ If we be dead with Christ,
we shall also live with him; if we suffer, we shall
also reign with him.” 2 Tim. ii. 12. He says
that “we (all Christians) are the children of
God. And if children, then heirs, heirs of God,
and joint heirs with Christ, if 8o be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
See also the special promise made by our Lord to
the seven churches, “ To him will I give power
over the nations, and he shall rule them with a rod
of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers, even as I received of my
Father ”; i. e., he shall share in my royal author-
ity as predicted in the second Psalm. ¢ To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame and am set down
with my Father in his throne.” Rev. ii. 26, 27;
iii. 21.

The reign of the martyrs thus interpreted falls
into harmony with the great events with which it
stands connected in this book, and with the recog-
nized teachings of the whole New Testament as to
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the rewards assured to those who should be faith-
ful unto death. It presents a simple and natural
sense, free from the extravagances which attend
the usual millenarian theories. We cannot but
feel that it will commend itself to all unprejudiced
readers, as one eminently reasonable, and worthy
of acceptation as the true one.

GoGg AND MAgoa.

CHAPTER xX. (7) And when the thousand years are fin-
ished, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, (8) And shall
come forth to deceive the nations which are in the four cor-
ners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together
to the war: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
(9) And they went up over the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved
city: and fire came down out of heaven, and devoured them.
(10) And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone, where are also the beast and the false
prophet; and they shall be tormented day and night for
ever and ever.

After a thousand years, Satan should be loosed
from his confinement and go forth to collect
another army to institute a new warfare against
the saints. The name by which they are desig-
nated is “ Gog and Magog.” Let us first see if
we can discover who were meant by them.

As usual in this book, the description of it com-
prises seven particulars.

1. It was to appear one thousand years after
the binding of Satan,



THE SECOND PROPHETIC BOOK. 253

2. Its designation was Gog and Magog.

3. It was to originate in distant regions, called
‘“the four quarters of the earth.”

4. Its numbers were vast — as the sand of the
sea.

5. It should overrun the whole breadth of the
earth, or land.

6. It should encompass the camp of the saints
and the beloved city.

7. It should be destroyed by fire from heaven.

Can we find any power on the pages of history
answering to these seven particulars? Let us see.

We have shown, as we think, in former articles,
that the character in which Satan, or the Dragon,
is exhibited in this book is that of a persecutor;
i. e., an instigator of the hostile powers of the
earth against Christianity. This work he was
permitted to continue in Rome more than two
and a half centuries, from the commencement of the
persecutions under Nero, in A.D. 64, to Constan-
tine’s degree of toleration in the West in 312, or
for the whole empire in 324. These decrees, with
the laws which enforced them, completely sup-
pressed persecution, and were followed shortly
after by the substitution of Christianity for
Paganism, as the established religion of the
empire. We submit that this was the binding of
Satan.

1. Coming down one thousand years from that
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date, we behold the founding of a new antichris-
tian, persecuting power, the Mohammedan Ottoman
Empire. The date of this event is assigned by
Gibbon and historians generally to the year 1326,
when Othman I., the first Sultan, invaded and
plundered the Christian province of Nicomedia,
and established his capital at Brusa. This was
exactly one thousand and two years from the issue
of the imperial decree of Constantine. From
Othman, the line of Turkish Sultans and the peo-
ple themselves have been commonly styled Otk-
mans, or Ottomans. We must refer our readers
to the history of this empire in proof of its hos-
tility to Christianity. It plundered, sold into
slavery, and murdered without stint the followers
of the cross. It has for more than three centuries
occupied the territories of the Eastern church,
and has exercised a pitiless despotism over them.
Christians, in the Mohammedan phrase, are *“ un-
believing dogs,” whom it is a service to Allah and
his Prophet to put to death. Within a few years
past the empire has been falling into decadence,
and is held in awe of the powerful nations of
Christendom. It is now known as “the sick
man,” whose end may be reached at any moment.
But looking at it in its essential characteristics,
and as it has in fact been during its long career of
fanaticism and oppression, it may well be viewed
as the legitimate successor of Pagan Rome, a new
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power stirred up by the persecuting Dragon
against the followers and the religion of Jesus
Christ.

2. Its name, «“ Gog and Magog.” From Gen.
x. 2, we learn that Magog was the son of Japheth,
who with his brothers settled in the northern
regions of Europe and Asia, and became progeni-
tors of the tribes known in general as Scythians.
In the days of the prophet Ezekiel (Ezek. xxxviii.
1), it appears that Glog was the ruler of that
people —probably the name being the common
title of its kings, like Pharaoh in Egypt, and
Cesar at Rome.*

One of those Scythian tribes in later times was
the Turks, who began to be heard of in Europe
about the sixth century, a horde of barbarians
who overran nearly all Asia, and at length, in the
fourteenth century, having meanwhile embraced
the tenets of Mohammedanism, founded as
already mentioned, the Ottoman empire. Histor-
ically, therefore, it is as certain as any similar eth-
nological fact, that the Turks were descendants
of ancient Magog. In what way, then, could they
be more naturally designated by a prophet writing
thirteen centuries before their time than by this
name of their ancestor and native land? Such

*In the cuneiform inscriptions at Babylon, ¢ we find side by side with
Birighudri, a chief of Madai (Media), Sariti and Pariza, sons of Ga-a-gi,
a chief of the Saka (Scythians), whom Mr. Smith identifies with Gog.”
Speaker’s Com. Ezek. xxxviil 2.
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was the opinion of the learned Grotius, who
expressly says, ¢ Per Gogum intelligenda domus
Ottomanice que primum in ex parte Asie se osten-
dit.” (By Gogis to be understood the Ottoman
family who first showed themselves in that part
of Asia.)

8. That the widespread territories of the Turks,
before they became fixed in their new empire in
Asia Minor, might be described as being in-* the
four quarters of the earth,” is too obvious to need
proof. In the time of the great Mogul empire of
Zingis Khan (about 1206), they covered nearly
all Asia and a large part of Europe. No phrase
would more graphically depict the vast extent of
their conquests than the one used by the apostle.

4. So, likewise, the assertion that their number
was “as the sand of the sea.” A very common
epithet applied to these hordes of barbarians who
overran .80 large part of the world, and made
incursions so often into the more fertile countries
of the South, was that they were “innumerable.”

5. That the invading Turks overran ¢ the whole
breadth of the earth,” or, as we suppose, the land,
i. e., Palestine, is too well known to require proof.
We have repeatedly noted this use of the word
earth, not only in this book, but frequently in the
other New Testament books. It is a use recog-
nized by all commentators. It is equally true,
however, taken in its wider sense. The conquests
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of the Turks were so extensive that they might
with little exaggeration be described as covering
the whole breadth of the earth.

6. They surrounded *the beloved city” and
“the camp of the saints.” By the former is to be
understood, of course, Jerusalem. It was taken
by the Turks under Sultan Selim I., in 1517, and
has been in their hands ever since. The latter, as
we think, was the fortified Christian capital, Con-
stantinople itself, which after a prolonged and
most bloody siege, was taken by Mahomet II., in
1460. Besides the slaughter of thousands in the
siege, great numbers of the captives were massa-
cred or sold into perpetual slavery, the churches
were burned or converted into mosks, and the
city of the first Christian emperor made the capi-
tal of Islam.

7. The end of this bloody persecutor was
announced in the words, “Fire came down from
God out of heaven and devoured them.” If our
view as to the identity of this power is correct,
this part of the prediction is yet to be fulfilled.
The form of the infliction may be interpreted as
meaning that some sudden judgment shall put an
end to the empire, as if smitten by lightning; or
that its power shall be dissipated under the influ-
ence of those spiritual truths and forces which
shall descend like the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. Or possibly, both may be included, as in
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the baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire,
which John the Baptist denounced upon Jerusa-
lem, and which indoth ways we know was so sig-
nally fulfilled. We cannot doubt that this end of
the Ottoman power, in one form or the other, or
both, is now near at hand. Turkey is *the sick
man,” and is constantly growing weaker. He
already exists only by the sufferance of the great
Christian powers, who have wrested from him the
old weapons of persecution, and will extinguish
him altogether if he attempts further outrage,
while missions and schools and the thousand influ-
ences of Christian civilization are sapping his life-
forces, and preparing for a repetition of the revo-
lution in old Rome, by which the persecutor him-
self became a subject of the cross. :

Here, then, are seven characteristic particulars
which indicate to us the power that was meant
by the apostle under the name “ Gog and Magog.”
Six of them we see fit most exactly to the empire
of the Turks, and the seventh gives every sign of
a fulfillment very speedily. What other theory
has been framed on this subject which combines
so many evidences of being the right one ?

THE JUDGMEXT OF THE DEAD.

CHAPTER xX. (11) And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat upon it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
(12) And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing
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before the throne; and books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of the things which were written in the
books, according to their works. (13) And the sea gave up
the dead which were in it; and death and Hades gave up
the dead which were in them: and they were judged every
man according to their works. (14) And death and Hades
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death,
even the lake of fire. (15) And if any was not found writ-
ten in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

We have come to the last scene of the great
tragedy. Save a single class, all the persons and
characters which have figured in the warfare of
Satan against the church of God have been dis-
posed of. The Roman Beast and False Prophet,
and all the forces gathered by them from the hea-
then world, perished in the battle of Armageddon,
and were sent to their own place in the lake of
fire. Gog and Magog, who a thousand years later
took up the same role of hostility against the
saints, have been destroyed by fire from heaven.
Satan himself, the Arch-enemy who instigated the
whole, has been, so far as his power to persecute
went, finally vanquished, and sent to join his
instruments and victims in the lake of fire. The
martyrs and confessors, who under all assaults
held fast their fldelity, have ascended their
thrones, and are enjoying the special honors and
felicities of the first, i. e., the highest resurrection
life. All have passed from the stage but a single
class called the dead.

‘Who are these? The answer is almost univer-
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sally assumed to be, all mankind. The passage
is taken to be a description of the general judg-
ment, at which the whole family of man will stand
together to receive sentence at God’s tribunal, at
the end of time. It will doubtless seem sheer pre-
sumption even to question a belief so wide-spread
and deep-rooted in the minds of men. Still a few
inquiries may be pardoned.

1. How happens it that, if this is the descrip-
tion of the general judgment, no mention is made
of the living as appearing in the great assemblage ?
Paul distinctly affirms that Christ “shall judge
the quick (the living) and the dead at his appear-
ing and his kingdom” (2 Tim. iv. 1). And
Peter, «“ Who shall give account to him that is
ready to judge the quick and the dead ” (1 Pet.
iv. 5). And in 1 Thess. iv. 16-17, express men-
tion is made of those * which are alive and remain
to the coming of the Lord,” and that these should
be caught up together with the risen dead to meet
the Lord in the air. Why is there no allusion to
these here ? On the face of it, this is a judgment
of the dead only. Four times are these men-
tioned, as if by repetition to emphasize that fact.
“I saw the dead stand before® God "~ the dead
were judged ’—<¢“the sea gave up the dead”—
“death and hell delivered up the dead,” and “they
were judged every man according to their works.”
Does it look as if this were the same transaction
described by Paul and Peter ?
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2. What is there in the connections of this
passage to require it to be understood of the gen-
eral judgment? The subject of the preceding
chapters had been persecution, — Jewish, Pagan,
and Mohammedan warfare against the church.
This up to the verse next preceding this passage
(xx. 10) had most clearly been the topic in view.
" It had not been the character or conduct of man-
kind at large. Why. this abrupt transition to
something both in time and import far remote
from the matter in hand ?

It will, of course, be said that the topics of this
20th chapter are commonly understood as relat-
ing, all of them, to the future,—the binding of
Satan, the reign of the martyrs, the irruption of
Gog and Magog, etc., and that the general judg-
ment appropriately follows these. We cannot
here repeat what has been said to show the error
of this assumption. It is based upon the theory
that the book, contrary to its own most explicit
and oft-repeated declarations, is designed to be a
prophetio history of all time, rather than of events
near at hand, “ things which must shortly come to
pass.” We find it impossible to ignore these
most clearly asserted facts as to the design and
scope of the Revelation, or to disregard them in
venturing to determine the meaning of a passage
so important as this.

The clew to the true import is, we think, to be
found in the verses preceding. In verse b, it is
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said that “the rest of the dead lived not” during
the thousand years. These are such as were not °
included among the martyrs and confessors who
“lived” during that period. It must follow,
therefore, that they were those who did ¢ worship
the beast and his image, and did receive his mark
upon their foreheads or in their hands,” in other
words, the heathen, and those who, though nomi-
nally Christians, under the stress of persecution,
apostatized and yielded to the demands of idola-
try. As before remarked, these remain undis-
posed of. Those who had been put to death for
their fidelity have attained their reward, and are
reigning with Christ. The rest of the dead are
now to receive their trial and final award.

These exigencies of the passage have controlled
the views of some of the ablest scholars. One of
these was the great Grotius, who spoke of it as
describing the punishment of some antecedent to
the gemeral judgment, as the glory of the martyrs
precedes that judgment (quorundam peena judi-
cium tllud ultimum antecedet, sicut martyrum gloria
antecedet idem judicium). Hengstenberg is yet
more explicit. ¢ The dead can only be the ungod-
ly dead. An unseasonable comparison of Matt.
xxv. 81-46, where we find the righteous and the
wicked united in one scene of judgment, has here
been productive of much confusion, and has led
to the dead being generally viewed as all the dead
without exception.” And Parzus, “ By the rest
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of the dead are understood all others, the martyrs
and confessors excepted, who embraced not the
testimony of Jesus in all ‘this time, but were
either professed enemies of Christ, as Jews and
Pagans without the church, or false Christians, or
anti-Christians in the church.”

This judgment scene, then, is analogous to the

one described by Daniel.

We give the two side

by side, both from the Revised Version:

DANIEL vII. 9-11,

I beheld till thrones were
placed, and One that was
Ancient of days did sit; his
raiment was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like
pure wool: his throne was
flery flame, and the wheels
thereof burning fire. A flery
stream issued and came forth
from before him: thousand
thousands ministered unto
him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before
him: the judgment was set
and the books were opened.
I beheld at that time be-
cause of the voice of the
great words which the horn
spake; I beheld even till the
beast was slain, and his body
destroyed, and he was given
to be burned with fire.

REV. XX. 11-14.

And I saw a great white
throne, and him that sat on
it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away;
and there was found no place
for them. And I saw the
dead, the great and the small,
standing before the thronc;
and books were opened : and
another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of
the things which were writ-
ten in the books, according
to their works. And the sea
gave up the dead which were
in it; and death and Hades
gave up the dead which were
in them: and they were
judged every man according
to their works. And death
and Hades were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the
second death, even the lake
of fire,
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Daniel’s vision, like John’s, had been that of a
great persecuting power, under the figure of a
hideous Beast, which made war with the saints,
and for a while prevailed against them. He was
at length arrested, brought to judgment for his
crimes, and cast into retributive fire. How nat-
ural that the Apostle, who probably imitated the
prophet in representing this later persecutor under
the like figure of a beast, should continue the
parallel by depicting a similar judgment for the
punishment of him and his allies. Both of them
set forth in the most impressive imagery the
condemnation of these enemies of God and his
people, and their doom to everlasting fire.
Both are included, doubtless, in that great judi-
cial administration of our Lord over the world
which extends to all beings and all events, but
are not precisely identical with it. Each is a
judgment of the ungodly, but neither is the gen-
eral judgment. Of the former, Prof. Cowles says,
¢« The general final judgment is not in place here ;
would have no connection with the subject in
hand; is not indicated by anything said in the
context, or by the nature of the subject. On the
contrary, an allusion to God’s providential judg-
ments upon guilty nations ¢s in place here, pre-
cisely so, being the very thing that such blasphe-
mous hostility to his kingdom and people calls for
and should lead us to expect.” If we have not
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wholly mistaken the nature and intent of this lat-
ter scene, the same remarks apply equally well to
this.

A few notes on the phraseology of the passage
will be of service.

Ver. 11. WHITE THRONE; the white symboli-
cal of purity.— FLED AwWAY; language expressive
of the infinite majesty of the Judge. It is often
taken as relating to the burning up of the heavens
and the earth at the so called * end of the world.”
But the time referred to here does not, for the
reasons already mentioned, seem to us to be the
end of the world. The language is very similar
to that used elsewhere to describe the divine
greatness and glory. “He looketh upon the
earth and it trembleth ; he toucheth the hills and
they smoke.” ¢ At thy rebuke they (the moun-
tains) fled, at the voice of thy thunder they
hasted away.”

12. Books; imagery derived from human
tribunals. The books contained the records of
the conduct of those who were to be judged.—
BOOK OF LIFE; i. e., of the living. It was the
register of these in distinction from those that
were dead. The purpose of this seems to be to
verify the righteousness of the sentence that was
passed upon the latter. It was to show that none
of them have their names in the list of God’s
people ; hence, all who were not written in that
book were cast into the lake of fire.
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13. THE sEA. The ordinary way in which the
" ancients spoke of the universe was, as ¢ the heav-
ens and earth and the regions under the earth,”
or Hades. Sometimes, as in chap. v. 13, there was
added the sea, especially when the place of the
dead was referred to. They had no difficulty of
conceiving of persons who died and were buried
on the land as descending to the underworld or
Hades ; but it was different with those who were
lost in the sea. They could have no burial in the
earth, and hence, according to heathen notions,
they could not reach that underworld, but were
obliged to wander as ghosts one hundred years.
Hence it became usual, when the object was to
include all mankind, to speak of those who were
in heaven, on earth, under the earth, and in the
sea.

14. DEATH AND HADES ; the underworld and its
king. Compare 1 Cor. xv. 65; Rev. vi. 8.— THE
SECOND DEATH, an expression the converse of
that applied to the saints, the ¢ first resurrection.”
Neither of them is so named as denoting the
order of ¢time in which they occur, but as denoting
rank or degree. The first resurrection was the
highest resurrection ; so the second death was the
lowest, most dreadful death. These lost souls had
indeed been dead before their natural death ; like
those described by the apostle (1 Tim. v. 6),
“dead while they live.”
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So end the prophetic visions of the overthrow
and punishment of the enemies of the church.
Glancing over the preceding fifteen chapters, we
see them presenting a closely compacted narrative
in two parts, the first relating the doom of perse-
cuting Judaism, the second that of persecuting
Rome, with brief supplemental mention of Gog
and Magog, by which we understand the persecu-
ting empire of the Turks. It greatly confirms us
in this view that as an historic fact these three,
and these alone among the nations, have in reality
been the enemies of Christianity, who have
wielded the arm of secular power to destroy it.
We infer from the doom imposed upon Satan, as
the great Instigator of persecution, that he will
never be able to stir up this warfare again. This
being the case, the task, proposed to himself by
the apostle has been performed. The book so
understood has a unity and consistency of plan
worthy of the highest standards of literature.
Most of the difficulties which upon any other
view of it seem inexplicable disappear. The work
appears worthy of its object, viz., to comfort the
afflicted churches in the hour of their trial, and to
strengthen them to bear that trial, by the cer-
tainty that the Saviour is holding them all the
while safely in his hand, and will give them at
last a glorious victory over all their enemies.

The two remaining chapters present an ideal
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picture of the church in the latter-day glory, when
the purposes of her Lord toward her are all ful-
filled, and she stands in her perfected strength
and beauty as the object of his eternal delight.

TaE NEw HEAVEN AND NEw EARTH.

In seeking to ascertain the meaning of these
closing chapters, our first care, as it seems to us,
should be to bring them into close relation with
the declared purpose and scope of the book. If
these chapters stood wholly alone, and we had no
clew to their import but the words themselves,
we might feel free to derive from them any mean-
ing which those words, so gorgeous in their color-
ing, would warrant. But they do not stand
alone; they are an integral part of a book pro-
fessedly composed to show to Christ’s servants the
“things which must shortly come to pass.” Nay,
more, the same fact is reasserted of these two
chapters specifically, * These sayings are faithful
and true, and the Lord God of the holy prophets
sent his angel to show unto his servants the things
which must shortly come to pass.” (Verse 6.)
We cannot resist the conclusion, then, that they
fall within the same general design with the rest of
the book, viz., to comfort and encourage the per-
secuted Christians by disclosing to them, not only
the overthrow of their enemies, but the glorious
rewards which should speedily be attained by
those that were faithful under their sufferings.
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Nor is it difficult to see in what way they
would serve this purpose. It is known to all
our readers that the great cathedral of Cologne,
which has been seven centuries in building, was
completed some five years since, and it is said
from the original plans of Steinbach, the designer,
which have recently been found after having been
lost several hundred years. Now suppose when
the work on this great structure was first begun,
the workmen had become discouraged at the mag-
nitude of the task and their own insufficient skill
and resources. Suppose obstacles from without
impeded their progress, and the doleful predic-
tions of croakers reiterated in their ears that the
task could never be completed. What then
would have been the effect if through the tele-
scope of time those discouraged men could have
looked down the coming centuries, and seen ris-
ing in glorious perspective the magnificent cathe-
dral as it stands to-day in finished and peerless
beauty! How would their hearts have kindled
with fresh zeal to labor for the completion of such
awork! What new ideas would it give them of
the skill of their master! What assurance that
their labor would not be in vain, to know that
the resources of nations would be expended upon
it; and its completion should be crowned with the
presence of one of the most renowned emperors
of Europe!
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Such a prophetic picture, it seems to us, of the
church of God as she is to be in her ideal perfec-
tion, is sketched in this closing portion of the
" Revelation. It is, so to speak, the divine Archi-
tect’s plan of the edifice. When John wrote, the
church was small and weak. The power of the
mightiest monarch in the world was arrayed
against it. Its members were despised and ridi-
culed. All that prestige which has been gained
by the growths and triumphs of eighteen centu-
ries was as yet unknown. To human view noth-
ing could be more discouraging than the prospect
before Christianity at that time. Every maxim
of worldly wisdom forbade men to sacrifice their
lives for such a prospect; every dictate of pru-
dence urged them not to join a cause so desperate.
Who, then, can estimate the value to the church,
in such a crisis, of this divine vision of what, in
the plan and intent of her Lord, she was to be?
Let us take, then, this leading idea of the passage,
and see what light it sheds upon the text.

CHAPTER xxi. (1) And I saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth are passed
away; and the sea is no more. (2) And I saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. (3) And I
heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell with
them, and they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall

be with them, and be their God: (4) and he shall wipe away
every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more;
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Feither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any
more: the first things are passed away. (5) And he that
gitteth on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.
And he saith, Write: for these words are faithful and true.
(6) And he said unto me. They are come to pass. Iam the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of
life freely. (7) He that overcometh shall inherit these
things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. (8)
But for the fearful, and unbelieving, and abominable, and
murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters,
and all liars, their part shall be in the lake that burneth
with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.

Eight centuries before this, Isaiah, the “evan-
gelical prophet,” in his rapturous predictions of
the Messiah’s times, had declared that the Lord
would “create new heavens and a new earth,” in
comparison with which the former should “not
be remembered nor come into mind.” (Isa. lxv.
17.) In that new world all tears should be wiped
away (Isa. xxv. 8); there should be no more
death, and no more sorrow nor crying (Isa. lxv.
19). A glance at the connections of this proph-
ecy shows that he was speaking of Christianity as
the future light and glory of the earth. Says Mr.
Barnes, “There can be no doubt, I think, that
this refers to the times of the Messiah. It is
adapted not only to comfort the ancient afflicted
people of God, but it contains most important
and cheering truth in regard to the final preva-
lence of true religion and the state of the world

when the gospel shall everywhere prevail.”
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Now John says he saw that “new heaven and
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away.” What could he have meant
by this,— what could the churches to whom he
wrote have understood by it, but that which
Isaiah had intended, and which was so familiar to
the hearts and hopes of all devout men, the good
time coming in the days of the triumph of the
gospel? How wholly without warrant the idea
that he meant a new material universe, or an
earth new-cast in the molds of geologic fires.
Just as, “if any man be in Christ he is a new
creature; old things have passed away, and all
things have become new” (2 Cor. v. 17), so with
the world in which man lives. To us it seems no
more inconsistent to assert a total physical change
in the turning of a soul to Christ, than a like
physical change in the earth in the grand regen-
eration which was to constitute its latter day
glory (Matt. xix. 28).

The apostle adds, further, ¢ There was no more
sea.” Only three verses before this he had
spoken of the sea as one of the places, along with
death and hell, which in the old earth had been
receptacles for the dead. The reason for this is,
doubtless, to be found in the fact that the ancients
generally had the idea that the burial in the earth
of a deceased person was necessary in order that
his soul might enter into its rest in hades. Com-
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pare Eccl. vi. 5, where having “no burial” is
mentioned among. the great calamities of human
experience. Those lost in the sea could have no
such burial, and of course must constitute a class
of the dead by themselves. Therefore, in that
new state of things, when death and hades were
abolished (1 Cor. xv. 54; 2 Tim. i. 10), the sea
also, in this sense, would be no more. It was a
mode of speaking, accordant with the conceptions
of those times, to describe, in the most impressive
way possible, Christ’s victory over the universe of
evil.

But the “new earth,” following out the analogy
of the figure, must have a capital, a new Jerusa-
lem, —not the old Canaanite city which David
captured, and which had so long been the scene
of changes and vicissitudes, of crimes and calam-
ities innumerable, —but one of celestial origin,
and therefore coming down from God out of
heaven. This is the “ Mount Zion, the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb.
xii. 22), in other words, the whole assembly of
God’s redeemed people. It is a city beautiful
in holiness, arrayed as a bride adorned for her
husband. The personification of a city as a beau-
tiful woman has been common in all nations; and
in the Old Testament, especially, Jerusalem was
repeatedly characterized as a bride, married to
her Lord. See Ps. xlv.; Isa. Ixii. 5% Jer. iii. 14,
20, etec.
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Jerusalem, as containing the temple, was the
dwelling-place of God. The very word shekinah,
which denoted the luminous cloud appearing over
the tabernacle and upon the mercy-seat of the ark
signifies Aabitation. So the New Jerusalem, the
church of God, will be his tabernacle among men,
and he will dwell with them and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall dwell with them
and be their God, and shall fulfill all those prom-
ises as to the abolition of pain, and tears, and
death, which he had uttered through the prophets.

Then follows a brief emphatic reassurance of
the reality of all this in the majestic words pro-
ceeding from the Throne itself, ¢ Behold, I make
all things new!” —coupled with a command to
the apostle to record what he had heard, because
they were true and faithful.

The true reading of the sixth verse is doubtful.
Some of the early manuscripts have, as in our
version, “It is done!” meaning all that has been
predicted is fulfilled — it is so certain that it may
be spoken of as already accomplished. Others
omit “I am,” and ‘make the next two words the
subject of the verb, thus:—“ And he said unto
me, I have become the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end,” etc. That is, because of
my sufferings and exaltation I have been ap-
pointed the King and rewarder of both the right-
eous and the wicked; them who by their faith
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and constancy overcame persecution, and those
who yielded and joined the enemies of my church,
—the cowardly, the unbelieving, the abominable
(referring to those who polluted themselves with
the abominations mentioned in Chap. xviii. 4),
the murderers, etc.,,— who shall have their part
with the Dragon, and the Beast,and all the forces
and allies of evil, in the lake of fire. This last
utterance carries us back to the doom pronounced
upon these enemies in the preceding chapters, and
shows that the subject still is as at the beginning
of the book, the rewards of the martyrs, and the
final overthrow and punishment of their enemies.

Such is a brief outline sketch of the glorious
city of the saints, the New Jerusalem. But the
subject is too inspiring to be left just there; so
one of the angels is sent to show to the apostle
more fully its wonderful attractions. This, with
the appropriate closing words of warning, com-
pletes the book.

THE NEW JERUSALEM.

This passage is an amplification of Chap. xxi.
2-5, containing the same matter in a fuller and
more expanded form. Its imagery and costume
are intensely Jewish; so much so that it will be
impossible to appreciate them without a very
familiar knowledge of Jewish. ideas, ahd espe-
cially of the structure and uses of the temple in
Jerusalem.
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This edifice, at the time the apostle wrote, was
both the most magnificent and most holy build-
ing in the world. It is often called the second
temple, — the first, built by Solomon, having been
destroyed at the captivity, and a new one erected
by Zerubbabel and the captives on their return
from Babylon, Ezra iii. 8. @~ With more pro-
priety it should be called the third, having been
almost wholly built anew by Herod the Great.
This able, but tyrannieal prince, who had become
most obnoxious by his cruelties, sought to recover
the favor of the nation by rebuilding and adorn-
ing Jerusalem and the temple. The latter was
undertaken some twenty years before the birth of
Christ, and after the death of Herod was contin-
ued by his successors, who carried out the plans
of its founder, and made of it the richest and
most beautiful structure then known. It was
with reference to this work that the Jews said to
Christ: “Forty and six years was this temple in
building.” (John ii. 20.)

It was this temple, as it then stood before the
destruction of Jerusalem, which evidently consti-
tuted the formative idea of the vision before us.
To the Jewish thought, the temple was God’s
EARTHLY DWELLING-PLACE. In it Jehovah abode
among his people for a long time, giving visible
tokens of his presence by the supernatural light
which shone between the cherubim over the
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sacred ark. That presence was at once the
pledge of his protection, the assurance of all
prosperity, and the source of the highest honor
possible to fallen man. Nay, it is expressly de-
clared that the arrangements and services of the
sanctuary were “ patterns of things in the heav-
ens ” (Heb. ix. 23) ; not in outward form, for the
latter are spiritual only, but so appointed as to be
impressive symbols of the truths pertaining to
redemption and salvation. It may be added that
the temple was, in the highest sense, Jerusalem.
The surrounding city existed for it; its buildings
were the abodes of those who served in the tem-
ple, or were in some way connected with its wor-
ship.. Tyre and Sidon were cities of foreign com-
merce; Alexandria, of schools and learning;
Damascus, of the arts; but Jerusalem, of religion.
It was the holy city, the ‘“city of the great King.”

To a people, therefore, trained to such concep-
tions of the temple, nothing would convey so im-
pressively the idea of the dignity, the holiness,
the glory, and the blesseduess of Christ’s perfected
church, as the representation of it under the fig-
ure of a New Jerusalem, i. e., a New Temple, com-
ing down from God out of heaven to be the light
and joy of the whole earth. Indeed, the prece-
dent for such a representation had been set by
Ezekiel, who, in his elaborate description of the
temple of the latter days, had predicted the glory
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and greatness of the church of the Messiah.
(Ezek. xl.—xlviii.)

CHAPTER XXI. (9) And there came one of the seven
angels who had the seven bowls, who were laden with the
seven last plagues; and he spake with me, saying, Come
hither, I will shew thee the bride, the wife of the Lamb.
(10) And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain
great and high, and shewed me the holy city Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of
God: (11) her light was like unto a stone most precious, as
it were a jasper stone, clear as crystal: (12) having a wall
great and high; having twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels; and names written thereon, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: (13)
on the east were three gates; and on the north three gates;
and on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
(14) And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and
on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
(15) And he that spake with me had for a measure a golden
reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the
wall thereof. (16) And the city lieth foursquare, and the
length thereof is as great as the breadth: and he measured
the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs: the length
and the breadth and the height thereof are equal. (17) And
he measured the wall thereof, a hundred and forty and four
cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, an angel,
(18) And the building of the wall thereof was jasper: and
the city was pure gold, like unto pure glass. (19) The
foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all
manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jas-
per; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the
fourth, emerald; (20) the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sar-
dius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth,
-topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the
twelfth, amethyst. (21) And the twelve gates were twelve
pearls; each one of the several gates was of one pearl: and
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the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent
glass. (22) And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God
the Almighty, and the Lamb, are the temple thereof. (23)
And the city hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon,
to shine upon it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and
the lamp thereof is the Lamb. (24) And the nations shall
walk amidst the light thereof: and the kings of the earth
do bring their glory into it. (25) And the gates thereof
shall in no wise be shut by day (for there shall be no night
there): (26) and they shall bring the glory and the honor
of the nations intoit: (27) and there shall in no wise enter
into it any thing unclean, or he that maketh an abomina-
tion and a lie: but only they which are written in the
Lamb’s book of life. CHAPTER xxII. (1) And he shewed
me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out
of the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the midst of the
street thereof. (2) And on this side of the river and on that
was the tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits, yield-
ing its fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. (3) And there shall be no
curse any more: and the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be therein: and his servants shall do him service; (4)
and they shall see his face; and his name shall be on their
foreheads. (5) And there shall be night no more; and they
need no light of lamp, neither light of sun; for the Lord
God shall give them light: and they shall reign for ever and
ever.

Imitating the vision of Ezekiel, the apostle
was caryied away in spirit to a great and high
mountain, from which, as by Moses from the sum-
mit of Mount Pisgah, the entire holy land could
be seen. There he was shown the new city, efful-
gent with divine glory, coming down from heaven
to earth. How, in view of this feature of the
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description, can it ever have been assumed that
the city was the abode of the blessed ¢»n heaven ?

In glancing over the details which follow, we
note, first, the peculiar form of the city. <«It
lieth foursquare,— the length and the breadth
and the hight of it are equal.” In other words, it
was an exact cube. This points us at once to the
Holy of holies in the earthly temple. This was
an apartment in cubical form, of the dimensions
of twenty cubits each way. In Solomon’s temple,
as in the tabernacle which preceded it, it con-
tained the ark of the covenant with the figures
of the cherubim on its golden cover. These were
lost at the time of the captivity, and in the later
temples of Zerubbabel and Herod the apartment
is believed to have been entirely empty. The
Holy of holies was the special dwelling place, —
the Shekinah, for that is the meaning of the’
word —of Jehovah. He was among men, yet
apart from them. He was too holy for sinners to
approach except through the mediation of the
high-priest. The vail of the temple was the sep-
aration behind which no man except him might
pass and live. But under the gospel of Christ all
this is changed. The separating vail has been
rent away, and all believers have now direct and
free access to God himself. See the full exhibi-
tion of this subject in Heb. ix. and x., especially
x. 19.
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It is this great and blessed truth of Christianity
which is shown in this' form of the city. The
New Jerusalem is not a city which has a Holy of
holies ¢n it, but is étself a Holy of holies. Hence
the apostle says, “I saw no temple in it for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple
of it.” The Divine Presence is no longer shut
away in inaccessible darkness, but fills the entire
abode of the saints. They are, henceforth, dwell-
ers in that sanctuary with Christ himself. They
are all made priests unto God. Chaps.i. 6; v.
10; xx.6; 1 Pet. ii. 5. Their nearness to the
Lord is even greater than that which the high-
priest enjoyed, who could enter the inner shrine
but once a year. It is as if that apartment in
the temple at Jerusalem were enlarged so as to
take in all the city.

In harmony with this conception of the per-
fected church being a Holy of holies, its dimen-
sions are made to correspond with the vast num-
ber of its members. It is 12,000 furlongs, or
1,500 miles in length, breadth and hight. In an
architectural point of view, such a temple-city
would be most incongruous. The very descrip-
tion ought to show that the whole is symbol, and
not a real city, whether on earth or in heaven, in
which the righteous are to dwell. An actual city,
with houses 1,500 miles high, is inconceivable;
but as a symbol of the presence of God with his
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people, and of their priestly dignity, purity and
blessedness, it is both obvious ‘and exceedingly
impressive.

Like the temple at Jerusalem, this celestial city
was surrounded by a wall, 144 cubits, about 216
feet, high. Why this was so disproportionate to
the hight of the city itself has been a great puzzle
to commentators. The difficulty, as it seems to
us, arises from the attempt to bring the whole
into architectural symmetry as if an actual city
was intended. But symbols do not come under
this law. Their significance lies simply in the
ideas they separately represent, not in their veri-
similitude to any actually existing object. Wit~
ness the description of the four Living Ones
(Chap. iv. 7); of the locusts (Chap. ix. 3-10);
of the beast (Chap. xiii. 1), ete. Two hundred
and sixteen feet was not far from the hight of the
temple wall at Jerusalem, measured from the déep
valleys which surrounded it on all sides but the
north. The idea seems to be simply that, except
in the dimensions of the Holy of holies, this new
sanctuary was like the temple.

Similar in design was the mention of the gates,
three on each side, corresponding to those in the
walls of Herod’s edifice. Precisely how many
there were of the latter is not certain, but their
aggregate number was very nearly that here
mentioned.
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“The building of the wall,” i. e., the materials
of which it was constructed, was of jasper, a
stone of variegated colors, purple and red, and
often striped with green or yellow. It rested on
«“twelve foundations,” i. e., not twelve layers one
above another around the city, but twelve sec-
tions, each occupying the whole space between
two adjacent gates. One of these was a single
jasper stone, another a sapphire, a third a chal-
cedony, etc. The prevailing colors of these
precious stones are supposed to have been as fol-
lows : jasper, variegated red ; sapphire, sky blue;
chalcedony, gray and pearly; emerald, green;
sardonyx, white tinted with red; sardius, yellow
variegated ; chrysolite, transparent and golden ;
beryl, sea-green; topaz, wine-yellow; chrysopra-
sus, green and gold; jacinth (hyacinth), red;
amethyst, purple.

These massive and costly foundations corres-
ponded to the substructure of hewn stones which
upheld the temple area, and many of which, of
immense size, some of them above forty feet in
length, are still visible in the walls at Jerusalem.
Each was inscribed with the name of one of the
apostles, signifying, probably, that Christ’s church
is built upon the teaching and testimony of these
divinely ordained representatives of their Lord.
So the gates, consisting each of a single pearl,
bore the names of the twelve tribes of Israel;
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the whole, — the foundations and the gates,—
showing the unity of the church, the old and the
new builded together into a single edifice. Com-
pare Eph. ii. 19-22.

One of the most notable features of Herod’s
temple was the tesselated pavement of its courts,
which was laid with blocks of marble and other
stones of various colors. The corresponding item
in the New Jerusalem is mentioned in verse 21.
«“The street (pavement) of the city was pure
gold, as it were transparent glass,” i. e., transpar-
ent gold, a symbolic representation combining the
ideas of richness and spotless purity.

There was “no temple,” or inclosed edifice con-

_taining the Holy of holies, the highest and most
sacred portion of the sanctuary, for, as shown pre-
viously, the presence of God and the Lamb
filled the whole structure, making it all a Holy of
holies. This presence, corresponding to the
bright light of the Shekinah (compare 1 Kings
viii. 11; Ps. 1xxx. 1; Zech. ii. §), served instead
of the sun and the moon to flood the whole with
the effulgence of the divine glory.

The words “of them that are saved,” in the
twenty-fourth verse, are not found in the best
manuscripts, leaving the passage to read, “and
the nations,” —or the Gentiles, the word nearly
always having that signification, — *“shall walk by
means of its light,” the idea being that the New
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Jerusalem shall shed abroad its light upon all the
nations of the earth, teaching them the knowl-
edge of God and salvation. It is the same senti-
ment that is so beautifully expressed in Isa. lx.
1-3. In consequence of this illumination, the
kings of the earth, converted to Christ, shall
bring their honors and their wealth as a grateful
tribute of praise to God, and to increase its
power in diffusing the gospel to all mankind.
Here we have again the same idea that is pre-
sented in Isa. 1x. 6-16. This is one of the fea-
tures of this magnificent description which seems
to show us very clearly that the place of the New
Jerusalem is not in heaven, but on earth; for how
can the kings of the earth contribute to the glory
and honor of heaven?

For this purpose, i.e., to furnish ever free
access to the gospel and salvation, the gates of
this temple-city shall stand ever open. So in Isa.
1x. 11. This is in marked contrast with those of
the ancient temple, which were carefully shut
every evening. ¢ There shall be no night there,”
i. e,, no time when devout worshipers may not
approach most freely to God. Nor shall they
come merely to worship, but they shall bring
from all nations offerings of gratitude and praise.
Verse 26.

Just within the outer court, or “ Court of the
Gentiles,” at Jerusalem, a stone balustrade four
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and one-half feet high was built, surmounted at
intervals by pillars, bearing inscriptions in differ-
ent languages, warning all who were not Israel-
ites, and all unclean persons, from passing that
line on pain of death. This was called the soreg,
and is alluded to by the apostle Paul in Eph. ii.
14, as the “middle wall of partition,” which had
under the old dispensation separated Jews and
Gentiles. An instance of the extreme vigilance
with which this barrier was guarded is seen in
Acts xxi. 28, where for the supposed offense of
bringing Greeks into the temple, the Jews were
ready to murder Paul. 8o in the New Jerusalem,
“ there shall in no wise enter into it anything that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination
or maketh a lie,” —terms commonly used to
denote those who practiced idolatry, — “but they
which are written in the Lamb’s book of life,”
i. e., true Israelites, the registered citizens of the
Messiah’s kingdom. This is a mode of saying, in
consistency with the figure which is preserved
throughout, that those only can enter the spiritual
church of the Lord who have by regeneration
and spiritual cleansing obtained a rightful title to
doso. ¢ The temple of the Lord is Aoly, which
temple ye are.” 1 Cor. iii. 17; 2 Cor. vi. 16.

The water-supply of the ancient temple was one
of its most important characteristics. It is obvi-
ous that the rites performed in it,— the slaugh-
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tering of the victims offered for sacrifice, and all
the numberless lustrations prescribed in the vari-
ous services, —would require a large amount of
water for purposes of cleanliness even, as well as
for ceremony. To supply this, Solomon built the
great aqueduct, whose ruins still remain, together
with the immense pools at Bethlehem, and in the
valley west of Jerusalem. This aqueduct crossed -
the Tyropceon valley from Mt. Zion, and entered
the temple area about midway on its western side,
where the water was collected in a vast subterra-
nean reservoir under the temple. The overflow,
together with the sewage produced in the rites,
which was conducted by conduits into recepta-
cles beneath, flowed through a deep subterranean
channel into the valley of Kidron on the east, and
thence into the broader vale of Siloam on the
southeast, where it was utilized in irrigating the
extensive gardens planted there, which still, as in
ancient times, supply fresh vegetables in great
quantities and variety to the inhabitants of the
city. There are numerous tacit allusions to this
water-system in the Old Testament. Thus in Ps.
% xlvi. 4, “There is a river the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of
the tabernacles of the Most High” (Isa. xii. 3).
« With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells
(the subterranean cisterns) of salvation.” This
was an important feature in Ezekiel’s vision of the
mystical temple (Chap. xlvii. 1-12).
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Carrying out, then, the parallel between the
earthly temple and the spiritual temple, the
church of the redeemed, the angel shows the
apostle a similar stream of water proceeding from
it. But as these comparisons are all from the less
to the greater, from the inferior to the superior,
the stream of the New Jerusalem, instead of
being in part unclean, is a pure river of living
water, never stagnant, ever flowing, clear as crys-
tal, and “proceeding out of the throne of God
and the Lamb,” i. e., out from under the sanctuary
where God dwelt (Chap. xxii. 1). “In the midst
of the street of it” seems to denote the middle of
the open court, where were cultivated, as in the
courts of oriental houses at this day, flowers and
ornamental shrubbery. ¢“On either side of the
river,” refers of course to the stream after it had
left the temple area, and begun its course down
the valley. In both, the court and the valley,
was cultivated the “tree of life” — probably a
tacit allusion to the tree so called in the garden of
Eden, access to which had been lost to the race
by their sin. These trees, unlike common garden
vegetation, had twelve fruitages, i. e., not so many
kinds of fruit, but so many crops or seasons for
bearing, one each month,—a figure denoting
abundance, — and the leaves thereof were ¢ for
the healing of the nations.” The import of this
figure can scarcely be doubted,—the grace of
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God conveyed through his church is for the re-
freshment and salvation of the world. The con-
ception of the whole figure is very striking and
exceedingly suggestive, though to one not thor-
oughly familiar with its local and Jewish features,
not a little obscure.

Verse 3. “And there shall be no curse any
more.” The best conception of this clause may
perhaps be obtained from the story of Achan and
his sin, in Joshua vii. That sin was a “curse” in
the camp of Israel, by reason of which God would
not dwell with them till it was put away (Josh.
vii. 12). To show, then, the safety and security
of the perfected church, it is assured that no
“curse ” shall come into it; nothing to provoke
the divine displeasure, or prevent his perpetual
dwelling among them. Instead of that, God’s
own throne shall be in it, and his servants shall
serve him, and shall see his face, — denoting free
and open communion with him,—and his name
shall be in their foreheads, as it was upon the
frontlet of the high-priest when he went into the
Holy of holies. And there shall be no night
there; and they need no candle, like the seven-
branched lamps of the golden candlestick, neither
light of the sun, for the Lord God giveth them
light, and they shall reign, — enjoy kingly dignity
and honor — forever.

Such is the glorious picture with which the

BT A
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exiled apostle concludes his prophetic message to
the seven churches of what was about to come to
pass. After long study of it, we can only repeat
what we have said before, that it seems to us to
be an ideal sketch of the church of God in its
highest and most perfect state; that which is
marked out for her in the plans of her Founder,
and which she is one day to attain on earth. And
because no terms known to John or his readers in
that age would have been sufficient for the descrip-
tion in plain prosaic verity, the phraseology was
"derived from what was the most sacred and glo-
rious ohject known to them, the temple at Jerusa-
lem. Not that the church was to be literally a
building, or a city, or a beautiful woman, the bride
of Christ, but that these objects, all centering in
Jerusalem and the temple, so dear to all pious
hearts, were sources of language with which to
set forth in the most lively manner what, literally,
would have been inconceivable.

Suppose the little band of the Pilgrims in that
first terrible winter at Plymouth, when one-half
their number perished from cold and disease, and
were buried on Cole’s Hill, their graves being
carefully smoothed down to conceal their fate
from the Indians, had, to cheer their despondency
and nerve them to new fortitude, received, through
angelic revelation to their beloved Elder Brew-
ster, a vision of what the nation they were found-
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ing would be in 1885,—more than twenty-six
decades from that time. No literal terms would
have been sufficient for the description. Republic,
States, Union, Congress, President, — much more,
railroads, telegraphs, coal, petroleum, cotton, the
press, and many others, would have been words
without mearting. Even figures would have been
to their view as absurd as a city 1,500 miles high, —
three and a half millions of square miles of terri-
tory, fifty millions of people, an annual bread
crop of 2,500 millions of bushels, a national debt
of 2,500 millions of dollars, etc., etc. Instead of
this, let the language have been derived from some
object known and dear to them in the beloved
England from which they were exiled, Let the
great city London, the palace of St. James, West-
minster Hall, the renowned seat of justice, the
venerable Abbey where her kings were entombed,
the universities where their divines had studied,
and the like, all have been laid under contribu-
tion to furnish ideals for the magnificent vision.
Then let these have been grouped with the skill
of a divine artist, and let it be named a * New
England,” and there might have been thus con-
veyed to the minds of the poor exiles some con-
ceptions of the National Edifice God was about
to build, and the foundations of which they were
laying in their sufferings and tears. How bright
the vision! How blessed the comfort! So Dwight,
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in the dark days immediately succeeding the Rev-
olution, sang his song of his country. We quote
imperfectly from memory, —

¢ As down a lone valley with cedars o’erspread,
From war's dread confusion I pensively strayed,
The clouds from the face of the sky bad retired,
The winds ceased to murmaur, the thunders expired;
Perfumes as of Eden flowed sweetly along,
And a voice as of angels enchantingly sung,
¢ Columbia! Columbia! to glory arise,
THE QUEEN OF THE WORLD, and the CHILD OF THE
SkiEs!’”



V.

THE CONCLUSION.

THE closing portion of this book is exceedingly
impressive, as is suitable to a message of such
grandeur and solemnity. The Revelation of the
Lord’s purpose toward his suffering saints, for
their own consolation and that of their brethren
who, in the dark days that are to come, filling up
two and a half centuries, are to experience the
hostility of his and their Adversary, is finished.
A ground of confidence and hope under those suf-
ferings is laid for them of the most assuring
character. It remains that it shall be attested to
them by the strongest possible evidences of divine
authority, that it may be held sacredly inviolable
under the guaranty of the highest sanctions. The
person who speaks is still the angel, who through-
out represents the Lord himself, and speaks in
his name.

CHAPTER XXII. (6) And he said unto me, These words
are faithful and true: and the Lord, the God of the spirits
of the prophets, sent his angel to shew unto his servants
the things which must shortly come to pass.

A formal declaration, repeated from that given
in the beginning, that the utterances embraced in

it are faithful, i.e., will be faithfully and certainly
203
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fulfilled, and true; and that they have been com-
municated by the Lord, who was the God of the
spirits (for so it is in the original) of the holy
prophets, that have ever been employed to reveal
his word, in order to show to his people the things
which should shortly take place. That is, they
should shortly degin to take place. The word
does not shut us down to a single moment, as on
the other hand it does not allow a long postpone-
ment of the execution. The events should enter
upon an immediate process of fulfillment, occupy-
ing only just so much time as the fulfillment, in
its nature, should make necessary. Here again,
as in the outset, is a repeated declaration expressly
forbidding such interpretations as refer the lead-
ing matters contained in it to periods yet far in
the future.

CHAPTER XXII. (7) And behold I come quickly. Blessed
is he that keepeth the words of the prophecy of this book.

Then the Lord himself speaks — or perhaps the
angel who had been the medium of the revelation
speaks, by delegated authority, in his name,
« Behold, I come quickly,” a repetition in another
form of the speediness of the fulfillment. Of
course, this does not mean a visible, bodily ap-
proach, in the clouds of heaven, but a manifesta-
tion of his presence and power in the performance
of what had been promised. It is just such a
coming as has taken place at innumerable times
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in the progress of the Messiah’s kingdom, and
such as the church daily seeks in asking for
Christ’s gracious interpositions in providence and
by the Holy Spirit in carrying forward that king-
dom. To insist that his coming must be a physi-
cal and visible one is to make the fulfillment of
the Revelation, in the times and ways expressly
in its own terms assigned for it, impossible.

CHAPTER XxIL (8) And I John am he that heard and
saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down
to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me
these things. (9) And he saith unto me, See thou do it not:
Iam a fellow servant with thee and with thy brethren the
prophets, and with them which keep the words of this book:
worship God.

The apostle in these verses gives assurance
to the churches of the authenticity of the mes-
sage. “Itis I, John, who saw and heard these
things.” As much as to say, “It is your own
spiritual father and shepherd, the apostle who
lived and labored with you so many years, and
whom you all know so well, that writes thus,
and he writes what he himself saw and heard.”
Nay, more, he tells them in what manner he re-
ceived the message. “I was so impressed by it
that I fell down to worship at the feet of the
angel, and should have done so had he not for-
bidden it, saying that he was not the Lord, but a
fellow-servant like myself, and like the prophets
and all who obeyed God’s word.” Such an assur-
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ance that the message actually came from Aim, and
that it had impressed Aim so deeply, would go far
to induce the churches to accept it as genuine,
and worthy of the profoundest reverence.

CHAPTER xx1I. (10) And he saith unto me, Seal not up
- the words of the prophecy of this book; for the time is at
hand. (11) He that is unrighteous, let him do unrighteous-
ness still: and he that is filthy, let him be made filthy still:
and he that is righteous, let him do righteousness still: and
he that is holy, let him be made holy still. (12) Behold, I
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to render to each
man according as his work is. (13) I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.
(14) Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may
have the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in
by the gates into the city. (15) Without are the dogs, and
the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and
the idolaters, and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.

(16) I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these
things for the churches. I am the root and the offspring of
David, the bright, the morning star.

(17) And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he
that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is athirst,
let him come: he that will, let him take the water of life
freely. -

(18) I testify unto every man that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto them,
God shall add unto him the plagues which are written in
this book: (19) and if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which
are written in this book.

What now shall be done with the book itself?
In the similar prophecies of Daniel, which had chief
reference to the distant future, the prophet was
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directed not to publish the message, hut to shut
or seal it up, for it was ¢ for many days ” (Chap.
viii. 26). It was not a matter of immediate prac-
tical moment to the Jewish people at that time,
when they were exilesin Babylon ; it was designed
for consolation to those who should live at the
period of fulfillment, under Antiochus and other
oppressors, some hundreds of years later. Even
when Daniel himself sought more particular in-
formation about the meaning he was told, “ Go
thy way, Daniel; for the words are closed up and
sealed till the time of the end.” No practical
benefit would result from proclaiming it; ¢the
wicked would still do wickedly, and would not
understand the meaning” (Chap. xii. 9, 10). In
respect to the Revelation, however, the case was
different; the time was “at hand ” (verse 10),
therefore let it not be closed up. The Lamb had
opened the book of God’s purposes (Chap. v. 5),
and let it remain open. Its consolations were
needed for present exigencies, under the present
and immediately following sufferings of God’s
people.

And if it were urged in reply that the sealing of
the book might possibly leave the way open for
the oppressors, whose doom was so fearfully pro-
nounced in it, to cease their persecutions and
repent, as space was left under Daniel’s prophe-
cies, the angel replies, “No! Too late! God’s



298 THE REVELATION.

forbearance is exhausted! The unjust persecutor
of the innocent, let him go on in his chosen
career! The filthy idolater, let him practice his
uncleanness still! So, too, let the upright and
the pure remain unchanged. The Lord says, I
come immediately, with my rewards for all, to
give to every one according as his deeds shall be.””
Compare Christ’s similar prediction when he was
still in the flesh (Matt. xvi. 27, 28). Thus read
in its connection, it is very apparent that this
verse has no reference, as is often supposed, td
the fixity of character in the future state. That
fixity is no doubt an awful reality, but it is not
the truth which is affirmed here.

Then further assurances and exhortations fol-
low. He who utters these woes and these prom-
ises is the Alpha and the Omega, whose being
and kingdom are eternal. Blessed are his people
who are preparing themselves for citizenship in
the New Jerusalem. The best MSS., instead of
the words, “that do his commandments™ (verse
14), read “ who are washing their robes,” an ex-
pression more fully setting forth the idea of purity
received from the blood of Christ than of obedi-
ence — that is of salvation by grace rather than
works, and so better contrasting with the impurity
which is kept without, the dogs, the sorcerers, ete.

Once more, then, an attestation even higher
than John’s. The Lord speaks in person. «I,

13*
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JEsUS, have sent mine angel to testify these things
to you in the churches. You know who I am —
looking backward, the promised Royal Son of
David; looking forward, the bright Star of the
morning, that ushers in the glorious day.”

Then bursts forth the glad response! The
kindled and rapt spirit of the prophet, and the
churches whom Christ has made his Bride, unite
in the joyous cry, ¢ Come, Lord, be it as thou hast
promised! And let those outside the church,
every one that hears her shout of welcome, echo
it back, ‘Come’! Nay, if there be in all the
world one soul that thirsts for an interest in the
promises of the Lord, and is willing to accept his
offers, let him come and drink of the water of life
without money or cost!”

The message is now completed, and nought
remains but to put upon it the stamp of inviola-
bility. It is Gop’s REVELATION; let not man
dare to touch it, either by adding to or taking
away from it! Upon the former shall be laid all
i the curses it contains; from the latter shall be
taken all its promises! Dread words! was ever
writing or volume in human speech so accredited
to man as this!

CHAPTER xxm. (20) He which testifieth these things
saith, Yea® I come quickly. Amen: come, Lord Jesus.

And yet even once more the Divine Voice
echoes through the closing portals of heaven,
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affirming the speediness of the fulfillment, to
meet the joyous response of the apostle,
“Amen!”

The apostolic benediction follows :

CuapPTER xXxIL (21) The grace of the. Lord Jesus be
with the saints. Amen.
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