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such an admission must be fatal to the whole fab-

ric of scepticism. On the one hand the sceptic

cannot explain Christ, on the other he cannot de-

fend himself. For if Christ be more than man,
to reject his words, and rebel against his authori-

ty must imply guilt and peril.

The God-man ! The 'daysman betwixt us both,

who can lay his hand upon us both,' because he
is of us both ! The way of God to man—the way
of man to God; the true Jacob's ladder between
heaven and earth. God above it, to come down
—man beneath it to go up! The God-man, in

himself our pledge that as God in Christ became
a partaker of the human nature, so man in Christ

becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Born
of a woman, made like unto us, that we might be
born of God and be made like unto Him! The
God-man is not only a mystery and a miracle, but
a prophecy and a promise. He tells us what man
shall be, when by faith in Jesus, he is for ever-

more made like unto the Son of God.
They used to say of Mozart, that he brought

angels ;down; of Beethoven, that he lifted mor-
tals up. Jesus Christ does both, and here lies

the central mystery of the God-man, a mystery
which is blessedly revealed to him who by faith

has personal experience of his power to savel



CHAPTER XII.

CHRIST THE TEACHER FROM GOD.

Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher, come from God.-^
JNO. Ill: 2,

John calls Jesus, the "Word of God." What
is a word? It is the invisible thought taking form:
Wordsworth says, "Language is the incarnation

of thought." Spoken words are sounds, articu-

late and significant: sounds in which there is soul.

Written words are visible signs of intelligence

and intellect; thought has determined their exact

form, order, relation.

God is represented as pure Spirit, and cannot
be known by sense. He would communicate
with man, and so puts his thought and love in a

visible form in Christ, who is therefore beautifully

called the living 'Word of God.' As God does
everything perfectly, we are justified in looking
for such an expression of His mind and heart in

his incarnate Son as shall excel all other revela-

tions of himself In Christ, as the Word of God,
we may properly expect to find the clear and un-

mistakable stamp of the divine mind. In his

teaching there must be a divine authority, majes-

ty, originality, spirituality, vitality, essential

worth and practical power, such as no merely hu-
man teaching could display. Let us candidly ap-
ply the test.
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Even the wisest and best of human teachers

have dealt largely in such words as "if" and "per-

haps;" have spoken with doubt and hesitation on
great moral questions, reasoning that "it might be

so," or, sometimes with deeper conviction,

"it must be." But Christ, with an authority

that in a mere man would be audacity,

says, with unfaltering tongue, on the most per-

plexing questions, "It is so!" Never once does

He hesitate in unfolding the mystery of the divine

being, the present life, the future state. To Nic-

odemus he calmly but firmly declares the necessity

of the new birth; of a character and a life built

from the foundation on godly principles, and He
does not even stop to answer the question, "How
can these things be?" To the woman at the well.

He speaks of the spirituality of God, and that all-

pervading Presence which makes every spot a

place where the soul of man may come near to

Him. To the unbelieving Jews He affirms His

equality and identity with God the Father, and His

power to raise the dead and pronounce that judg-

ment on human character and destiny, from which
there is no appeal. He dares to challenge men
to "search the Scriptures," and find them, from
Moses to Malachi, witnessing to Him ; affirms that,

in whatever disguise of law, prophecy or psalm,

rite, ceremony or historic event, the careful reader

may still see His features clearly revealed. And
yet He was but thirty years old, and the Script-

ures were fifteen hundred! He not only said

"Moses wrote of me," but "your father Abraham
saw my day, and was glad;" and when the as-

tounded Jews replied, "Thou art not yet fifty

years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?" He,
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with the calmness of divine certainty, said, "Ver-
ily, verily I say unto you, before Abraham was,

I am!" Mark the exact words—not "I was, but

"I am;" for the Eternal One knows no tenses;

past and future are present to Him who is both
without beginning and without end. At the sep-

ulchre of Lazarus He said, "I am the resurrection

and the life;" and when He says, "Lazarus, come
forth," it is as when, out of the sepulchre of eter-

nal night, God bade light come forth! Even be-

fore Pilate and Herod there is the same command-
ing bearing, yet it is not the vanity of conceit ; it is

the sublimity of conscious omnipotence volunta-

rily held in suspense. "My kingdom is not of

this world;" "Thou couldst have no power at all

against me if it were not given thee from above;"
"Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my
Father, and he shall presently give me more than

twelve legions of angels?" "Hereafter shall ye see

the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power,

and coming in the clouds of heaven!" Nay, even
amid the anguish and agony of dying. He turns

to the penitent thief, and with still unfaltering

tongue—himself no longer having even a gar-

ment to cover His person—promises him the in-

heritance of eternal bliss: "Verily, I say unto

thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in para-

dise.
"

L Authority appears to have been the first

impression made, if not the last impression left, by
Christ's teaching. Matthew completes his report

of that "Sermon on the Mount," which inaugu-

rates Christ's public ministry, by adding these sig-

nificant words: "When Jesus had ended these say-

ings, the people were astonished at His doctrine
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[/. e., teaching]; for He taught them as one hav-

ing authority, and not as the scribes. " The scribes

were the transcribers of the law; the pen in their

hands was the printing-press of those days for the

multiphcation of copies of the blessed Word.
Their necessary familiarity with the letter of the

law
—

"Scriptures," literally so called—gave them
a certain right to teach, but not with authority.

They referred their hearers to the law; their lan-

guage was, "Thus saith the law." But Christ's

habitual language was, "I say unto you." He
taught as a teacher having authority, original,

ultimate, underived; as one who had himself made
and could modify the law. He expounded the j
Scriptures not a:s a commentator, but as the au- i
thor. Hear his sermon on the mount! With what
calm, firm hand he lifts from the law of God the

huge mass of human tradition and interpretation

which had covered and hidden it, as God would,

by an earthquake, upheave some buried monu-
ment, or with one breath, as by a tornado, brush

away from it the sands of centuries!

Lord Northwick brought from Italy a fine pict-

ure of St. Gregory, by Annibale Carraci. To se-

cure its safe delivery, he hired a mere dauber to

paint over it, in body color, an imitation of some
inferior artist. On exposing the canvas, his friends

saw nothing but a rude and repulsive daub; but

he took a sponge, and, as washed the colors from
the surface, the masterpiece was gradually revealed

to enraptured eyes. Somewhat so, carnalism and
literalism had during centuries glossed over the

holy Word, till what scribes and Pharisees taught

men to revere as God's law was largely the tradi-

tions and commandments of men. And, with the
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calmness of divine authority, Jesus boldly wipes

away these glosses of false comment and perver-

sion, and makes the law to be seen once more in

its true spirit and intent. "Ye have heard that it

hath been said by them of old time"—that is the

human daub; "but I say unto you"—that is the

divine original!

This authority lifts Christ above all other

teachers. Even the great Greek philosophers dis-

claimed all original right to teach. When Leon,
charmed with the silver tongue of Pythagoras,

asked him wherein lay his highest excellence, the

great teacher could only reply, "I am in nothing

a master, but only qnXoffocpo^"—a lover ofwisdom;-

and hence came the word "philosopher " An old

legend tells how there came to be seven sages in

Greece. The priestess of Apollo had awarded a

golden tripod to the wisest of the Greeks. It was
sent to Bias, who said, "Thales is wiser;" and so

it was sent to Thales, and passed through the

hands of the seven, each claiming that the other

was wiser than he, till, simply because no master

could be found to claim it, it was sent back to

Apollo's temple. God's golden tripod waited four

thousand years for one to claim and hold it; none
of the wisest ever dared to assume the right to

teach with underived authority, until He came
"who was found worthy to open the Book" of God
and "loose the seven seals."

If human teachers wield influence, their teach-

ing must commend itself and command attention;

if it has not the authority of truth, they can add
to it no authority. Even prophets could only de-

clare, "Thus saith the Lord." But Christ spake

as never man spake
—

"I am the truth."
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Such authority could not exist without inde-

pendence. The sneer of enemies expressed the

fact: " Master, thou teachest the way of God in

truth; neither carest thou for any man: for thou
regardest not the person of men." No bait of

applause could turn Him aside, nor pelting hail

of human hate drive Him into a politic silence.

Burke said to the electors of Bristol :
" I conformed

to the instructions of nature and truth. I main-
tained your interests against your convictions!"

But even such fidelity was but a feeble reflection

of that absolute candor that made the name of

Jesus the synonym of loyalty to right and truth.

To the reluctant and the willing ear alike, whether
met by fervent love or by fierce hate, He, with

unfaltering tongue, told the truth.

With what audacious positiveness He grasps

the grandest themes, which even the foremost of

philosophers have touched but hesitatingly and
tremblingly. Plato thought the soul must be im-

mortal, but he spoke not as one who knew.
Cicero said, "There is, I know not how, in the

minds of men a certain presage, as it were, of a

future existence; and this takes deepest root and
is most discoverable in the greatest geniuses and
most exalted souls. " This was as far as mere hu-

man teaching ever got. But not so speaks the

Bible. Job, 1500 B. C, could say, "I know that

my Redeemer liveth;" Paul could say, "We know
that of our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Life and immortality were brought to light by
Him who, on the most delicate, difficult and per-

plexing questions, spake with authority, and who
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gathered up in one bold affirmation the substance
of all Bible-teaching on the immortality of the

sou!: "He that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live; and he that liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die." Such boldness and
calmness of utterance, on the most difficult and
doubtful questions, could mark but one of two or-

ders of mind—either a mind seized with an insane

fanaticism, or a mind inspired by the certainties

of conscious knowledge. Christ was certainly

neither a fool nor a fanatic. There are about Him
the proportions of a giant, and yet the perfection

of symmetry, and the firm and fearless tread of

conscious power!
Truly, "never man spake like this man!" An

impostor he could not be; for whence came such

a life? It is, on the loftiest scale, pure, noble,

heroic!—the one peak that soars to the stars and
defies the approach even of an impure atmos.
phere! A fanatic or enthusiast he could not be;

for his wisdom, self-poise, intellectual and moral
perfection, are inconsistent with a lack of balance!

The firmness of his tread, the weight of his

words, the justness of his decisions, the clearness

of his judgment, the profoundness of his ethics,

the faultless beauty of his life, leave no room for

doubt that he could neither deceive nor be de-

ceived.

n. Sublimity. Christ can be accounted for

as a teacher on no merely human theory. The
Jews had scores of intelligent teachers, such as

the scribes, rabbi, doctors of the law, Pharisees,

learned members of the Sanhedrim; but none of

them taught like Christ. To prevent errors in

copying the Scriptures, or intentional additions
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and corruptions in the sacred text, the Masorites

counted and recorded the words and letters, nay,

even the points and accents, and noted literally

every jot and tittle. So minute was the accuracy

insured, that the verses of each book and of each

section were numbered and recorded.

The interpretations of scripture, and the rules

and maxims of these teachers, had become sim-

ilarly minute and trivial. They worshiped the

letter and forgot the spirit; they taught a hollow,

shallow, heartless, lifeless creed, cumbered with

cerements of technical trifles and empty forms.

Nothing is more surprising than the puerile ab-

surdities over which the various schools of rabbi

quarrelled. Think of writing learned treatises on
this question: "If a man should be born with two
heads, on which forehead must he wear the phy-
lactery?" The school of Shammai taught that

an egg laid on a festival day could be eaten, while

the school of Hillel remonstrated against such a

breach of propriety; and the Pharisees had long

and learned controversies over such unimportant
questions as, whether a stream, made by pour-

ing water from a clean into an unclean vessel, is

itself technically clean or unclean, and whether
touching the holy Scriptures could make the hands
unclean, in the Levitical sense. We need not

marvel, therefore, at the petty exclusiveness which
forbade a Jew to shew an uncircumcised traveler

his lost way, or point him to a spring where he
might quench his thirst; nor at the hair-splitting

nicety which discriminated between swearing by
the temple, and by the gold of the temple—the

altar, and the gift upon it.

The foremost religious teachers of that day
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descended to what was puerile and trivial. Be^
lieving the prophetic spirit withdrawn, they tried

to make up for its absence by a system of petty

rules, tithing herbs and washing cups, and for-

getting justice and love and purity of heart. In

place of a morality, based on love of the right,

they devised the most "frivolous casuistry ever

known," loaded men's memories and consciences

with countless rules so trifling that they rival the

paltry regulations of the Koran; and then left

the grandest duties to relax their hold on the

human heart, by putting these trifles in their

place.

In what school did Christ learn to teach on a

scale of such grandeur, majesty, dignity and au-

thority? Who revealed to this obscure Nazarene
who died at thirty-three, who had no scholastic

training, and at whose ignorance of letters his

enemies laughed—who taught him to insist upon
great vital truths and grand first principles, that

lifted him infinitely above the superficial trifles,

over which the whole Jewish church wrangled?
Christ, as a teacher, is a marvel. The whole

Hebrew church was corrupted by the leaven of

Pharisaic Ritualism and Sadducean Rationalism:

the blind were leading the blind, and all alike

falling into the ditch. Out of a village, so mean
and low that to hail from it was a reproach, there

comes this young man, trained neither in Greek
schools as at Tarsus, nor in Hebrew schools as at

the feet of Gamaliel; He comes forth from a car-

penter's shop, where, like all other well-trained

Hebrew youth, he had learned his father's trade,

and his first public utterance is the most original

and revolutionary address on practical morals
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which the world ever heard. It overturns the

whole existing system of both Pagan and Hebrew
ethics and religion. It plants a huge lever under-

neath formalism, ritualism, rationalism, hypocrisy,

immorality, insincerity; the aristocracy of blood,

birth, wealth; all mere outside propriety and false

distinctions of society, and announces that all are

to be demolished—and if you ask where he is to

rest his lever, where to find his ttov atoa—you see

that he already has his fulcrum in the instincts of

the human conscience, for wherever, then or now,
might may lie, right is on his side, and must tri-

umph.
We are spell-bound before the magnitude

and magnificence of his moral teaching, as we
stand in awe before Mt. Blanc, pillaring the skies

upon its white brow; yet we are as much amazed
by the simplicity as by the sublimity of his teach-

ing, and know not which seems most divine.

Such wisdom the world waited four thousand
years to hear; yet there is not a sign of pedantry.

It requires no great learning to take his meaning,
no trained mind or memory to classify and retain

his precepts, no subtle logic to follow his argu-

ment. There is no studied method, no tedious

analysis, no wearisome division and sub-division.

There is no aim at rhetoric: the thought, not the

word, absorbs him; yet the word just fits the

thought. His illustrations suggest no great

knowledge of history, philosophy, science—they

are simply windows to let in light, and, that they

may let in the more light, are not cumbered with

elaborate framework, nor dimmed, as with stained

glass. You do not see the window, but only find

yourself in the light. His language is the Ian-
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guage of the common folk, and there is not a
taint of self-seeking in it all. Yet all the love

and the wisdom of the ages have never been the

golden setting to such a jewel as that simple dis-

course enshrines. As Augustine says: "His life is

lightning; his words are thunder!"
To say that Christ's teaching was wise is to

speak tamely: in Him are 'hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge. '* How wide the range
and scope of his teaching! What revelations of
divine love and goodness! how broad his basis of
morals! how profound and penetrating his insight

into human conduct and character. Samuel John-
son wrote as the epitaph of Oliver Goldsmith:
"He left nothing that he did not touch, and
touched nothing that he did not adorn!" But
whatever Jesus touched he left gilded with glory,

transfigured! And yet he adapted himself to the

lowest and lowliest of his hearers; and, with the

highest skill, gave his teaching the form best fitted

to the place, time, object, occasion and audience.

Yet though he condescended, he never descended;
never forgot his lofty character, his heavenly
themes—instead of taking a lower level, He lifted

his hearers to a higher one.

Who could as lawfully hold God's golden tri-

pod, as he who spanned the breadth, pierced the

height, sounded the depth of infinite truth?

While human teachers taught forms, he, the spirit;

they, ceremonies, he, affections; they, conduct, he,

character; they, details, he, duties; they, petty

practices, he, grand principles! While they would
frame a code so complete that the smallest matter
should have its rule, as though man were a ma-

*Col. ii: 3.
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chine and must have an iron track to run on—He
would fire the soul with that enthusiasm for God
and goodness which makes duty delight, and
service to God and man, the prompting of Love.

And so the spirituality of Christ's teaching

constitutes its sublimity. It lays stress first of

all on what is within! not outward act, but in-

ward motive. Down into not only the deep
things of God but the deep things of man, his

teaching went, into the secret soul where charac-

ter is born and cradled; beyond the impure act,

to the look, and the lust—beneath the blow to

the hate—beneath the word profane to the irrev-

erent heart, beyond the act of revenge to the vin-

dictive feeling.

With the calm confidence of the eagle, whose
wings tire not with the longest, loftiest flight, and
whose eye dares, undazzled, the noon-day sun,

Christ spake of the grandest themes, dissected

the very character of God, denied errors that had
the authority of antiquity, and revealed truths

hitherto wholly unknown.
Christ so magnified and glorified the Scrip-

tures, so interpreted aud unfolded their deep
meaning, that his evolution of new principles

compelled a revolution both in ideas and practices.

Their righteousness must exceed even that of the

acknowledged leaders of the people, if they would
enter into his kingdom, for no correctness of out-

ward life could compensate for the lack of inward
love to God and man. Back of the white front

of the Pharisee's life he shewed the dead men's

bones of a lifeless creed, and the uncleanness of

a heart full of corruption. Beneath the graceful

mound of grass and flowers, the outward beauty
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of alms and prayers, he shewed the grave where
love lies buried, and righteousness is in decay.

As the Lord of temple courts overthrew the
tables of money changers, so he overturned the
common notions of morals and piety, and brought
men back to right laws of holy living: while as a
faithful executor of the law he declares that to

the last, least jot and tittle it shall be fulfilled,

like a law-maker he assumes the right to modify
and repeal the law itself, wherever, as with the
ceremonial code, its object was temporary.

"Where the word of a King is, there," said

Solomon, "is power!"* Here was the power of

a King's Word: and it called the spirit of God
back into the dead forms of the law, and then
called the reanimated law from its sepulchre as

Lazarus from the dead! And we can only remem-
ber his own majestic words, as he was about to

ascend to heaven: "All power [s^ovffia^ is given
unto me in heaven and on earth !"f

Judged even by a literary standard, where
can such teaching elsewhere be found? such par-

able and poem, such doctrine and discourse, such
philosophy and theology, such simplicity and sub-
limity? Here is the teaching both of the idea and
the ideal, precept and practice. He tells men
how to live, and then he, by living, shews them
how to live. No such ideal was ever imagined,
no such heroism ever before became historic; in

words and works alike no blemish is seen, no
beauty is lacking.

The sublimity of Christ's teachings has over-

awed even those who dispute his divinity. As
well look on the soaring summit of Chimborazo,

Eccles. viii: 4. fMatt. xxviii: i8.
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and feel no emotion of sublimity, as to study his

teaching without an impression of the moral sub-

lime. Christ, in any aspect of his character, re-

calls Goldsmith's famous lines:

"As some tall cliff, that lifts its awful form,

Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm,

Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread,

Eternal sunshine settles on its head."

III. Flexibility is another marked peculiarity

in the teaching of Christ—its ready adaptation to

every new phase of character or need of society.

Systems of rules for conduct have often been
rigid. Christ saw that conduct, even when con-

formed to the right, is not always exactly the

same. Human relations and conditions change,

and so must human laws and human life; but

principles never change; and hence, if Christ

planted the great germ of holy principles in men,
amid all changes of conditions and relations these

unchangeable principles would beget right prac-

tices.

In this, Christ's teaching was wholly unique

and peculiar. The age in which he lived was
marked and marred by fearful forms of social

sins and crimes; the whole body politic scarred

by old wounds or festering leprosy. Polygamy,
infanticide, legalized prostitution, capricious di-

vorce, bloody and brutal games, death and pun-

ishment by torture, unjust and cruel wars, caste,

and slavery; these are some of the awful vices,

that existed more or less distinctly as social usages

during Christ's public life and ministry. Yet only

one of them all does he name and directly re-

buke and denounce.

Did the great Teacher approve these immor*
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dlities and criminalities? The whole drift of his

teaching, with the momentum of a moving glacier

was grinding and ploughing the very structure of

society into new form; but Christ, instead of at-

tacking even gigantic wrongs, sought to put be-
neath the whole fabric of society, one all conquer-

ing, controlling love of law—and law of love. He
knew that right principle to be the true lever of

Archimedes, that could and would move the

world; and this inflexible devotion to right and
righteousness is yet strangely flexible, accommo-
dating itself to every new condition of society.

God uses a strange substance to confine and
restrain the ocean's flood. It is sand, yet sand is

peculiarly characterized by mobility: the mighty
wave that dashes against and pulverizes the rock-

cliff, moves the sand before it and as it recedes

washes it back to its place; and so the sea-beach,

always changing, never changes: that soft, mo-
bile sand that yields to your footstep, and that a

ripple moves, banks in and bounds the sea.* And
so the holy principles with which Christ surrounds
and restrains the individual and society, accom-
modate themselves to all fluctuations of social

condition, yet eternally abide and imperatively

say: "thus far, and no farther!"

IV. Vitality. Christ's teaching had life-giv-

ing power; it was vital and vitalizing. It hum-
bled the heart, wrought deep desires after God
and godliness, and transformed and transfigured

human lives. And all other teaching is only pre-

paratory to his—even the law is our schoolmastei'

to lead us to Christ: its precepts are but the sign-

board at the crossway of duty and inclination,

*Jerem, v: 22,
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truth and error, with the index finger pointing ta

him in whom all the glories of prophecy arid his-

tory center and meet.

We are told of men "whose words shook the

world;" and we think of that humble monk who,
In the opening of the sixteenth century, came
from convent gates at Erfurth, and on the door of

All-Saints' Church nailed up his theses—at the

blow and echo of whose hammer the whole fabric

of the Papacy shook and trembled. But what
power in the words of Christ! Here is eloquence
indeed. When men heard the silver-tongued Cic-

ero they said, " How beautiful his speech
!

" When
men heard Demosthenes they said, "Let us go
and fight Philip!" When that great orator was
asked what are the three requisites of power in

the orator, he answered, not 'action,'but ^Hivr^ffi?'—
that which moves people to act; that which gives

motion and stirs emotion. Here we have the di-

vine Kin^ffi'S^the power to move and mould.
Men heard Christ, and they not only said "never
man spake like this man," but they said, like

Joshua, "As for me and my house, we will serve

the Lord," or, like Thomas, the doubter, "My
Lord and my God!"

Well might Mary Magdalene cry, with the

mingled rapture of joy and tears, "Rabboni!"
J^ab was a Hebrew title, nxQdimtiga great one,Sin6.

applied in Jewish schools to acknowledged teach-

ers and masters. Rabbi is more emphatic, "my
master," and marks a higher dignity—the com-
parative degree. But "Rabboni" was the super-

lative, "My great Master,"—most honorable of

all, and applied to but seven persons, all of whom
were pre-eminent in the rabbinical schools. In
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that word, "Rabboni," Mary surrendered her very-

self to the authority and supremacy of her risen

Lord. And blessed are they who, prostrate at

his feet, join her in adoring, loving self-sur-

render.

To accept Christ as a divine teacher, as the in-

carnate Word of God, solves the mystery of his

person and his teaching. Indeed, the person can-

not be separated from the teaching. Character

and utterance must correspond. Theremin is

right; "eloquence is a virtue;" the ultimate power
to move and mould men by the wonderful gift of

speech, is the power of a soul filled with knowl-
edge, and fired with love of the truth. Those
mighty floods of conviction which overwhelm
others with similar conviction; those mighty floods

of emotion that sweep all obstacles before them
and compel persuasion, imply the correspondingly

great channel of a great mind and heart. The
highest, grandest influence of eloquent speech is

the influence of character, felt through speech;

the power to convince and persuade is the power
of being convinced and persuaded. A tongue that

talks divinely must be taught by a heart that

throbs divinely. Great things are spoken by great

men; great thoughts are born of great minds;
great love grows in great hearts; great teaching

is the fruit of great natures. And, as Ruskin
says, "they cannot be mimicked but by obedience;

the breath of them is inspiration, because it is not

only vocal but vital, and you can learn to speak
as these men spoke only by becoming what these

men were."
Christ, the living Word of God, the Divine

Teacher, invites all to accept and obey his teach'
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ing. He is a tender, fraternal, cherishing teacher,

guarding the pupil of his charge as the pupil of

his eye. The disciple is won not only by his wis-

dom, but, infinitely more, by his love.

When Plato came to Socrates to be taught

wisdom, Socrates had a dream. He thought a

pure dove, white as the snow, flew to his bosom
and took refuge there, amid the soft, warm folds

of his tunic. He thought he watched it from day
to day, and saw its feathers grow and its wings

develop, until it suddenly expanded its pinions

and soared away till lost from sight among the

clouds of heaven. And that dove, Socrates said,

was Plato, taking refuge in his bosom only to give

his own wings time to grow, and then, in the sub-

lime flights of his pure and lofty philosophy, soar

out of sight.

Jesus takes his docile pupil, like a timid, trem-

bling dove, to his own bosom, and there, hidden

under nurturing and cherishing care, he learns to

fly. Blessed, indeed, are they who learn of Him,
who in Him find, like a wandering dove, a rest,

and who, under His loving discipline, learn to

soar and sing, hke the lark winging its way toward

the sky!
"Jesus, lover of my soul,

Let me to Thy bosom fly."



CHAPTER XIII.

THE ORIGINALITY OF CHRIST'S TEACHING.

'Never man spake like this man."—JNO. vii: 46.

Originality conspicuously marked Christ's

teaching: it was novel, even in its repetition or

resurrection of old truths; as he himself said,

they were "new and old," at the same time: old,

because all truth is eternal; new, because the

form, dress, illustrations and applications of truth

were exactly suited to existing needs. A piece

of spar, held in your hand, seems dull and
opaque; but if you turn it till the light strikes it,

at a certain angle, it shews lustre, beautiful and
brilliant colors. This divine teacher took even
the sterner and more forbidding attributes of God
and turned them around, that the light might so

strike them as to shew the glory and beauty.

Who has not been repelled by the prevailing

notions of divine wrath, common to all human
religions ! Anger in God was only an ugly human
passion, in a gigantic growth, and called by di-

vine names. It meant revenge, backed by the

power that none can resist, and armed with all

the tortures that infinite wisdom can devise—it

meant malice and malignity and hate—dwelling in

the bosom of the deity. Men could understand

divine wrath only by their experience of human
wrath, which is vindictive and cruel.
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Christ turned the dark attribute around, till it

exhibited its glory, its lovely aspect. God's an-

ger was seen to be, not a passion, but a principle

—the eternal hatred of wrong, which corresponds
with the eternal love of right, and which is only

another aspect of love. The magnetic needle

swings on its delicate axis: it attracts at one end;

it repels at the other: attracts at one end because
it repels at the other. In the light of Christ's

teaching, we see in the one attribute, Benevolence,
a divine magnet, with two poles—love of holi-

ness, hate of evil—both equally essential to its

perfection; and so we learn to love God because
He hates sin. His wrath is not an impetuous and
changeable passion but an eternal and unchange-
able principle, not malevolent but benevolent, not

so much destructive as constructive, not retalia-

tive but retributive, not vindictive but vindicative.

It is one of the two equal pillars, on which rests

the very arch of the divine government—a neces-

sity to the very law and rule of God. Here is

wrath, perfectly consistent with love; that hates

not the soul, but the sin, and hates the sin for the

soul's sake. "Amat errantes, odit errores. " God's
wrath is but the certainty of ruin to the evil doer,

who prostrates himself across God's track. Shall

He move aside from the straight path of truth

and right to spare the wilfully wicked? this would
make God become a transgressor for the sake of

saving the transgressor.

Jesus taught us that wrath in God is the un-
changeable perfection of holiness; and that holi-

ness is love to the holy and wrath to the guilty.

The same fire that warms and cheers, that refines

and purifies, also burns and blasts, tortures and
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consumes; it all depends on our relation to the

fire, whether it be our friend or our foe. We our-

selves, by our sin, create the repulsion, with
which we often find fault in God.

"In Retsch's illustrations of Goethe's Faust,
there is one plate, where angels are seen dropping
roses down upon the demons who are contending
for the soul of Faust. But every rose falls like

molten metal, burning and blistering wherever it

touches. God rains roses down, but our sinful

hearts, meeting divine love with hate, and grace
with stubborn, wilful disobedience, turn love into

wrath; and what dropped from His hand, a flower

beautiful and fragrant, becomes, when it touches
the ungrateful and unloving soul, a live coal.

All purely human notions of God are neces-

sarily imperfect, and bear the stamp of their ori-

gin. What is beyond our experience we can
conceive only in accordance with our experience,

i. e., our notions must be qualified and limited by
what we have seen and known. If we think of

eternity, it is only time indefinitely prolonged.
If we try to imagine pure spirit, we give it invol-

untarily a bodily shape, form and features. We
build our heaven out of earthly pleasures and
elements. God himself reminds us of our infirm-

ity, in framing conceptions of Him: "Thou
thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as

thyself." Our highest idea of God, independent
of the help of the Bible, would be simply man on
a grand scale.

If Christ was a teacher come from God, there

will be in his portrait of God, features not at all

human. If he be, himself, God, and speak as one
who knows what Godhood is, though he may
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have to use imperfect human terms, he will im-

part superhuman ideas of God. And is it not so?

When we think of eternity we do not drop the

idea of succession, which belongs to time—we
talk of a present, a past, a future. But Christ

teaches that God's eternal existence has no past

nor future. "Before Abraham was, I am." No
man would talk in that way; man would say,

'before Abraham was, I was;' but while man is,

was and shall be, God can only say, "/ am;"
for all the past and future are present to Him.

Christ has introduced both new words and

new ideas among men. "Humanity is a word
you look for in vain in Plato and Aristotle: the

idea of mankind as one family, as the children of

one God, is an idea of Christian growth; and the

science of mankind and of the languages of man-
kind without Christianity would never have sprung

into existence."

In the Greek, there is a word which means
humility: {ranEivoqjpoavvi^v') but this humility

meant, with rare exceptions, meanness of spirit,

the cringing, fawning spirit of the conscious

slave. Christian humility is a virtue, a noble con-

descension, which, in its very lowliness is lofty.*

What new conceptions Christ gave us of the

dignity and worth of the human soul! Man has

speculated upon the relation of mind to matter,

and could arrive at no certainty. The body might

be hke a harp, and the thoughts and feelings, sen-

sations and perceptions, like the harmony of the

harp. But how came the harmony? is the harp

like the seolian, that you set in your window, for

the chance breeze to fan into music, or is there,

•Trench on Words, 45, 46.



ORIGINALITY OF CHRIST'S TEACHING. 287

aside from the instrument and the vibration of its

chords, a master hand that sweeps the strings!

Christ shewed men the human spirit, the true self,

made in God's image; as Joseph Cook says, be-

side the harp and the harmony, the harper, pre-

siding at the harp and making the harmony. And
he taught us that the harmony may be no longer

heard and the harp itself be shattered, and yet

the harper survive, exchanging the earthly harp

for the heavenly, and with fingers trained to di-

vine skill, evoking such melodies and harmonies

as earth never hears or knows!
Christ Jesus taught us a new philosophy of

sorrow and suffering.

The old pagan idea, which largely permeated
and penetrated the Hebrew people, was that all

suffering is the penalty of sin, and a judgment of

God. Hence when any calamity came upon a

man, a family, a nation, something must be done

to appease the anger of a revengeful deity. Of-

ferings were brought to the temple to buy God's

favor, victims poured out blood in rivers to make
reconciliation for sin; the first born of the body
was sacrificed to please and placate the awful

chastiser and avenger.

Of course there is much suffering that is penal

or punitive or retributive; the judgment of God
upon evil doing, and the sign of His providential

and moral government in the world. Terrible as

these judgments are, they awaken profound grat-

itude: for by them wickedness is both rebuked

and checked; and "the inhabitants of the world

learn righteousness." What a fearful abode would
this world be, if God had withdrawn from its

active control; and left it to the unaided struggle
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between right and wrong, and to the might of a

simply human arm! Thankful, indeed, ought we
to be for God in history, although his presence

on the throne be, at times, revealed in flames of

fire such as consumed Sodom, or floods of water
such as overwhelmed the old world, or signal

wars such as destroyed Jerusalem, or such

plagues and pestilences as the black death that

swept millions from the earth.

There is much suffering that is not judicial

retribution but organic penalty; it comes by a

natural law of cause and consequence: as for ex-

ample, the bodily pains that follow neglect or

violation of laws of health, or the pangs of re-

morse that follow crime.

But while this divine Teacher did not deny
both these offices of suffering, he taught men a

higher use of sorrow, viz., to discipline and de-

velop the soul. "Every branch in me that beareth

not fruit, he taketh away: and every branch that

beareth fruit he purgeth it that it may bring forth

more fruit. "* The husbandman comes with his

knife to cut off dead branches and burn them

—

here is retributive judgment: he comes also to

prune even the living and fruitful branches, that

they may bear more fruit: surely that is not re-

tributive suffering, it is rather corrective, educa-

tive, to purify, beautify, glorify.

Our views of the power and office of sorrow

are very partial and imperfect. Jesus teaches

that suffering is not always a penalty, either judi-

cial or organic: it is designed to purge away our

faults and follies, perfect our character and enlarge

our capacity for service. This original and glo-

*John, xv: a.
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rious conception of the discipline of sorrow, is in

various forms elaborated and illustrated in the

New Testament. God has an "inheritance in the

Saints," and He sets a high value upon it: and in

order to complete and perfect that inheritance He
subjects his saints to sorrow and suffering, as a

proprietor plows up his land and pulls down his

homestead that barrenness may give place to fer-

tility, verdure and flowers, and the old house be
reconstructed in a new and more beautiful form:

he is simply improving his inheritance!

Captain Lott used to say that a head-wind,

which seems to hinder, helps the progress of the

ocean steamer; it "makes the furnaces draw."

What a solace would God's sorrowing saints find

in their very trials, could they but see in them the

means of speeding their spiritual progress!

Some virtues and graces depend on sorrow

for their very life and growth. Patience is a flower

that blooms only at night, and fully only at mid-

night; it implies something to be patient about

—

something borne. The heavenly mind is acquired

only by that process that refines away the worldly

mind. We must be weaned from the temporal and

perishable; the wine must be poured from vessel

to vessel: otherwise it will settle on the lees, and

take their taste. The assurance of hope comes

only after hope's anchor, tested by the gale, has

held us fast and firm to the rocks of promise.

And how shall we get capacity to comfort oth-

ers until we have ourselves been comforted of

God?
What trials the filthy rags undergo before they

emerge in the pure, white paper! Torn to pieces,

ground to pulp, bleached with chlorine and lime
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and alum, washed again and again till the levi'

gated stufif is white as flakes of snow, shaken to

and fro till fibre crosses fibre and gives firmness to

the fabric, ironed by hot cylinders till made smooth
and even; how like the divine discipline by which
our filth is cleansed; how like the tribulation out

of which the host come up whose robes are washed
white in the blood of the Lamb!

How much the beauty of the pottery depends
on furnace-fires! Even tc? the dull, dead colors,

the heat gives character and quality; the very

paint must be fused at white heat, and melt into

the substance of the vase or vessel. Even then

the pottery must not cool too quickly, and the

bloodstone must burnish and polish the decorated

surface till it is brilliant and radiant!

Christ taught Paul to "glory in tribulation,"

because "it works patience, and patience experi-

ence." And what is experience but the mark of

the divine assayer of the precious metal, who,
when he sees that all alloy is released and his own
face is reflected in the purified gold, stamps it

"Approved?" Yet how many of God's suffering

saints cry, not like Paul, "All things work together

for good," but like Jacob, "All things are against

me," or, like Rachael, weep for their loved ones

and "refuse to be comforted because they are not."

Under Christ's tuition, sorrowing saints learn to

rejoice in affliction, like the disciple who thanked

God for blinding the outer eye, that He might put

telescopes to the eye of the soul, and bring celes-

tial glories near. The "diamond of the first water''

is recognized by retaining its brilliancy under wa-

ter where other precious stones lose their lustre.

And our Lord teaches that a part of the office of
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affliction is to show how the radiance of the true

disciple is undimmed beneath the deep waters of

sorrow. Passing through the valley of tears, he

makes it a valley of springs and streams.

The greatest of poets only echoed the teach-

ing of Christ when he wrote:

"Sweet are the uses of adversity,

Which, lilce the toad, ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head."

In the shipwreck of worldly joy, the disciple casts

out the four anchors of faith and hope and love

and patience, and, swinging from them, waits and
wishes for the day!

Is sorrow, then, the furnace-fire,

The fuller's soap, the vale of tears?

It still fulfils my deep desire

—

God's image in my soul appears!

Christ both taught and lived a newlaw of self-

sacrifice. And, to this day, the unselfish use of

a love that accepts even death for the sake of the

lost is, to all unrenewed souls, a mystery. Satan

said of Job that he did not serve God for naught,

and declared that a man will give all that he hath

for his life. But Job's life proved that to be a lie;

he was moved by a love of holiness that no man
can understand if it does not move him also! The
men and women who, from Christian lands, go to

China to convert pagans—who toil and suffer, dare

poverty and defy death, without any motive of

self-interest—are to the most intelligent Chinese

simply a marvel. "The Mandarins may compre-
hend Confucius, but not Christ."

There is a story of a poor sot, rejected by the

maiden whom he loved, because he was a slave

to drink. She one day saw him lying asleep in
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the gutter, and, averting her tearful eyes from the

repulsive sight, dropped her white handkerchief

over his bloated face, to hide his shame. He woke,
drew the handkerchief away from his face, and
saw her name wrought in its fabric. He rose

from the heavy sleep, resolved yet to be worthy
of a love that stooped so low in pity for his sin.

And many a lost sinner has been first won to God
by the thought of a divine love, so unlike the

noblest human affection that it is bestowed most
lavishly upon the least worthy. Christ taught

this new law of love: "A new commandment I

give unto you, that ye love one another as I have
loved you." Love was not new, but such love

was. It had been said by them of old time,

"Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine en-

emy.'' The love of men is prone to be selfish

and exclusive. Thales, best and wisest of the

Greeks, thanked God that he was "born a man,
and not a brute''

—
"a Greek, and not a barbarian."

Outside of Greece all were brutes and barbarians,

to whom he owed no debt of love. Demosthenes'
noble motto was, "Not father or mother, but dear

native land.'' But this rose no higher than pat-

riotism. Even the Jews, trained under a divine

faith, had "no dealings with the Samaritans"—not

so much as to show a lost traveler his way, or give

a drink to the thirsty. Christ first taught man-
kind a true philanthropy—the love of man, as

man, wherever found. Until Christ came, this

grand truth of the universal brotherhood of man
was even more obscured and perverted than the

universal Fatherhood of God. Schiller, and even
Wordsworth, have suggested a contrast between
the Pagan and the Christian faith, and hinted that,
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however divinity might be on the side of the re-

ligion of Jesus, the humanity rather appeared on
the side of the old gods of Greece. We confess

surprise at such a disparaging and unjust compar-
ison. Christ and Christianity brought not only a

new theology, but a new philanthropy. And
"after that the kindness and philanthropy of God
our Saviour toward man appeared,* etc., for the
first time, the world was taught to see in every
human being a brother, and, as such, to love him.
Christ adopted the old maxim, "Thou shalt love

thy neighbor," but gave that word, neighbor, a

new and grand meaning. "Who is my neighbor?"
Let the parable of the Good Samaritan answer.
Not he who lives next door, my fellow-citizen and
fellow-countryman, but whosoever is made of one
blood with me, who shares my humanity, and,
most of all, who, by poverty, misery, want or

woe, is most in need of my gentle, generous
offices. If, by chance, I pass that way, and even
my enemy lies naked and wounded across my
path, I am to go to him and bind up his wounds,
put at his service my precious healing-oil and
strengthening wine, and walk that he may ride,

caring for him, and providing for his wants. Did
Greece or Rome, even in their golden ages, under
Pericles and Augustus, ever teach such doctrine,

or exemplify such practice? See the old worn-
out slave, and even the aged, helpless parent,

turned out to die of starvation and neglect! See
the captives taken in war glutting the savage thirst

of the lion and leopard in the arena! Go through
these two grandest empires of the ancient world,

* Titus iii : 4.



294 MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS.

and look in vain for an asylum or hospital for the

deformed, the diseased or the dying! And yet
we are told that the pagan religions outshine the
religion of Jesus in their teaching or practice of

humanity and philanthropy! Christ has made all

men neighbors, by the delicate and etherial bond
of an unselfish sympathy; his disinterested benev-
olence is like a telegraph-wire whose starting-point

and battery were at Calvary, in the throbbing
heart of Him who died with the unselfish prayer
for his enemies, "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.'' That bond, reaching

from the cross and round the world, establishes

between all members of the human family a sym-
pathetic communication, and makes all men neigh-

bors. The heart of Christendom feels the pulse of

the heartofPagandom,and beats in responsive sym-
pathy. Famine pinches the human brotherhood in

India,China and Persia,and ten thousand miles away
are felt the sympathetic gnawings of hunger; and
out through the arteries of commerce the Chris-

tian heart pulses its life-blood. Ships hoist their

sails, and trains blow their whistles, to bear food

to perishing brethren! Knowing their spiritual

famine, even while they do not fully realize it, we
send to them the bread of life. Our missionaries

are met with coldness and even persecution, die

of fever, hunger, exposure, violence; and yet to

the unthankful and the evil they continue to go,

moved by a love like the perfect love, until in fifty

years more than six hundred saintly men and
women fall asleep in Jesus, and find a grave in In-

dia alone! Can such love as that be found, such
humanity, such philanthropy, among the ancient

pagans? Did Greece or Rome ever send a mis-
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rionary to the outside barbarians? And yet Lon-
don alone encircles the globe with her missionary

bands! They cross the Sahara, and pierce the

Dark Continent; they dare the Arctic snows and
bergs; they face the tigers in the jungles of India,

and the cannibals of the southern seas. From the

equator to the pole, and from sunrise to sunset,

the missionaries London alone has sent out have
borne and planted the cross, as a support for this

telegraphic circuit of love which binds all men in

one brotherhood. And while London is doing
all this abroad, she builds within her own borders

more than one hundred hospitals, asylums and
houses of shelter for the victims of poverty, de-

formity, disease and misfortune!

O Schiller, O Wordsworth! poets you may be,

but you are scarcely philosophers if you cannot
see that Christ taught men a new commandment,
and set them a new example, of love; a true phi-

lanthropy, unselfish, catholic, impartial; not lim-

ited by family circle, nor wider circle of state or

church. Here is a benevolence of which the most
ample almsgiving is but one expressson ; a benev-
olence which means not an act or a feeling, but a
spirit and law of life; that sends out angels of

mercy on divinest errands to the ends of the earth;

not to gather gold or gems to feed the greed of

gain; not to learn facts for history or science, or

frame theories for philosophy; not to find delica-

cies and dainties for the palate; but to lift man-
kind to a higher level for this world and the next;

to break down the middle wall of partition be-
tween man and man, till, by the simple force of

love, no barrier be left, though it had been high

as mountains or broad as seas; till there should



296 MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS.

be neither "Jew nor Greek, barbarian, Scythian,

bond or free, male or female, but all one in Christ

Jesus."

This love teaches us to find our "neighbor" not

only in him who is most remote, but even in our

enemy. Even the publicans and pagans love

their friends, but we are taught to love those who
hate us; to love what is unattractive and even re-

pulsive, for the sake of making lovable, because

love ennobles and elevates, blesses and saves!

I



CHAPTER XIV.

THE POWER OF CHRIST'S TEACHING.

"Where the word of a King is, there is Power."—ECCL.
Till: 4.

De Quincey has drawn a beautiful line of

distinction between the "literature of knowledge
and the literature of power." "What," he asks,

"do you learn from Paradise Lost? Nothing at

all. What do you learn from a cookery book?
Something new, something you did not know be-

fore, in every paragraph! But would you there-

fore put the wretched cookery book on a higher

level of estimation than the divine poem? What
you owe to Milton is not any knowledge of which
a million separate items are still but a million of

advancing steps on the same earthly level; what
you owe is power, that is, exercise and expansion

to your own latent capacity of sympathy with the

infinite, where every pulse and each separate in-

flux is a step upward—a step ascending as upon
Jacob's ladder, from earth to mysterious altitudes

over the earth. All the steps of knowledge from

the first to the last carry you farther on the same
plane, but could never raise you one foot above
your ancient level of earth; whereas the very first

step in power is a flight, is an ascending into an-

other element where earth is forgotten.
!"

Now in the teachings of Jesus, we have both

the hterature of knowledge and of power, and
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both of the highest order. There is such a thing

as lustre without weight, even as there may be
weight without lustre. Here we have both: the

most glorious moral radiance with the weightiest

moral dignity, worth, sublimity!

Christ's teaching bears marks of Divine In-

spiration. Here are "thoughts that breathe and
words that burn." These are living words, there

is about them a vital breath and a celestial bright-

ness; compared with them all literature is dead.

How fragmentary are the works that survive

the lapse of centuries! we have but a few relics,

saved from the ruins of ancient letters. But
Christ's words, recorded by a few unlettered men,
according to his own prophecy do "not pass

away;" they are thus far immortal. Kingdoms
perish, thrones crumble, nations drop out of his-

tory, but firmer than the eternal hills, Christ's

words live, and they live simply because they

cannot die; there is in them the undying spirit of

God.
The Word of Christ proves itself to be the

Word of God by its living energy, and its pene-

trating power. "It is living and powerful, sharper

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the

dividing asunder of soul and spirit and of the

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the

thoughts and intents of the heart." This is the

language in which the Bible itself expresses the

power of God's Word; and if Christ were the

living word, his teaching must correspond. Mark
the beauty of the figure. Here is a Damascus
blade, skillfully shaped and sharpened, bright as

a mirror, keen on both edges and burning at the

point. Behold the Titanic warrior wield it, with
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a strength and skill so terrible that it pierces

through the very body of the foe, burying itself

to the hilt, dividing the joints and cleaving to the

marrow, and laying bare the very vitals. In such

hands the sword becomes a living thing—the coat

of mail can neither stay nor dull its edge; from
the crest of the helmet to the skirt of the kilt, it

is ripped asunder, and by the same blow the body
of the victim is cleft in twain.

Had the word of Christ any such power? Let
the history of nearly two milleniums tell us. For
eighteen centuries it has proved itself a living

sword, cutting through all obstacles, piercing to

the inmost soul, with convicting and converting

power; cleaving through the hardest mail of big-

otry, prejudice, superstition, self-righteousness;

and revealing the secret thoughts. And all this'

the word of Christ is doing to-day.

I. That peculiar power in Christ's words which
we call " Fetietration," is well expressed by the

symbol of the sword, keen-edged, sharp-pointed.

His teaching somehow pierces to the depths of

consciousness and conscience, and reads and re-

veals the thoughts and the intents of the heart;

so that there is no created being that is not

searched by it. Christ's words shew that he knew
by divine insight, "what was in man."

Have you never seen yourself revealed to

yourself in the Word of God? the secret springs

of your conduct exposed? What a revelation of

human nature, of familiarity with the human
heart! The sermon on the Mount dissects the

very soul of man: it is both an exponent and an

expositor of the secret life.

The enigmas of human character and conduct
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find there a master solution. Note a few exam-
ples.

How moral philosophers have puzzled over

the almsgiving of a selfish soul. Christ explains

it by the love of applause. You marvel why the

Pharisee parades his prayers, for you feel that

secrecy and devoutness go together. Christ

tells you it is prompted by the lust of notoriety;

the prayers are to man not to God, You are

perplexed because some, who are blind to their

own faults see, with uncommon clearness, the

faults of others. Christ tells you that the beam in

the eye of one man makes him see a mote in his

brother's. Hence the pharisee condemns osten-

tation, the bigot denounces intolerance, the hyp-

ocrite rebukes insincerity, and the backslider, in-

consistency. Your simple soul is surprised

because the faultfinder pecks at you in your
very effort to please. Christ shews you that a

heart, ill at ease with itself, vents its unrest in

snapping and growling at others.

You ask, how can the same man be lax in

some things and severely rigid in others? Christ

answers, that it is the effort of self-righteousness

to make up for laxity one way, by severity an-

other; as when one feasts six days and fasts the

seventh, or compounds with his conscience for

sensual sins by bodily penance; or cheats his

neighbor all the week but would not black his

boots on Sunday; or gives money away to atone

for getting it unfairly!

You are again perplexed to find enthusiasm

and apathy in the same character—this divine

teacher accounts for the strange mixture by insta-

bility of character, a life of impulse instead of

principle.
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Marvellous indeed was Christ's insight into

human nature. With divine delicacy, yet with
divine certainty, he lays his hand upon the heart

of the moralist who, boastful of his prim pro-
priety, triumphantly asks "what lack I yet?"
and touches instantly the sensitive spot. "Go sell

that thou hast and give to the poor. " In that

fair life there was a secret weakness—the greed
of gain, and it corrupted all the rest. He, with-
out hesitation, touched at once the hidden idol,

and the fair life withered into deformity.

The penetration of Christ's words struck his

most gifted foes dumb. Pharisees and Herodians
forgot their hostility and conspired to catch him
in his talk: "Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cae-

sar or not?" "Render unto Caesar the things that

are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are

God's. " Then the Sadducees sought to entangle
him in a question on the resurrection: but again
his wisdom put them to silence. Then the Phar
isees returned to the assault and cunningly tried

to entrap him into giving some one command of

God undue prominence. And when again he read
their hearts and so majestically eluded their

snare, from that day they "dared ask him no more
questions!"

Fouque has a fable of a magic mirror, so won-
derful that he who looked in it might read his own
character, history and destiny, Goth and Moor,
Frank and Hun came from far to see their past and
future unveiled.

Here is the true magic mirror—this keenest
sword is also a polished blade: it not only cuts

deep, but it reflects character. Nothing is more
plain, in Christ's words, than an insight and a
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foresight, far beyond man. Here, as in the brook,

is the inverted image, which shews how deep is

our degradation—but it tells of our possible ele-

vation and salvation—even as the stars are no
deeper down in the reflection than they are high

in the heaven.

Go look in this mirror, see your own thoughts

revealed, your concealed chains of ambition, ava-

rice, appetite. Self-deception is without excuse;

he who tries himself by Christ's standard of duty
may learn himself—what he is and what he may
be.

Blessed indeed to the true man is a true in-

sight into himself. He can devoutly pray with

Burns,
"O wad some power the giftie gie us,

To see oursels as others see us!"

But what is it not worth to see ourselves as God
sees us!

Ah, blessed mirror of the Word,
Thine image is not dim nor blurred.

Looking in thee, myself I see

As God's Omniscient Eye sees me!

II. The adaptation of Christ's words to every

want of every soul is, even more than their pene-

tration, the secret of their power and the proof of

their inspiration;, indeed they pierce, not to

wound, but to cure; not to hurt, but to heal.

They are for all alike, the child, the man, the

ignorant, the cultured, in all ages and climes, at

all times of life. To the infant in the cradle, and
to the aged, at the doors of the tomb, you whis-

per the same precious words: they guide the

doubting, solace the troubled, assure the timid,

and encourage the penitent. The very blade that
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pierces so deep, bears on its point the balm of

Gilead, and it is to carry the balm that it thrusts

so deeply. It is half the cure to know the disease.

And the divine teacher helps us to the knowledge
of ourselves that we may feel our need and find our

cure. He does not apply the soothing ointment

until he has first cut out the fatal cancer; and he

shews his skill just as much in the use of the

blade as in the use of the balm.

The convicted sinner and the afflicted saint

alike testify to the adaptation of Christ's words.

One keen-edged utterance strikes home to the

heart, penetrates to the conscience, and makes it

smart as though under the hot iron. Remorse so

keen and cutting that it drives him to the verge

of despair, fills the sinner with agony. His guilt

seems beyond pardon. The sword has gone
deep, the soul and spirit almost seem divided

asunder. But had the truth been less penetrating,

it would not have suited the sinner's case; any
milder thrust would not have pierced the joints of

his harness of hard habit and indifference. And
when the deep wound heals under the balm of

gracious promise, and the anguish of penitence

gives way to the peace of faith, the sinner sees

the adaptation of Christ's words.

So too the sorrowing saint finds in them the

very solace he needs. The sharp dart of afflic-

tion seems to part the very soul in twain, but the

sorrow goes no deeper than the solace. It is be-

cause Christ's words penetrate so deep that they

make the words of man seem so hollow and shal-

low. Here only is the celestial branch which

sweetens the bitter water of Marah. Christ's

teaching suggests divine uses of sorrow.
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III. He set up no claim as a philosopher:

yet where will any philosophy be found worthy

to compare with his teachings?

Among all the systems which gave rules for

the conduct of life, two stand in the front rank,

viz: Epicureanism and Stoicism.

Epicurus sought to frame a scheme of morals

with happiness as its end: and his conception of

happiness was not a low one: it must be virtuous

and enduring. Yet it was a mere passionless or

impassive state after which he taught men to

strive. The happiness of the gods, he said, is

repose, they neither take nor give trouble, and
have no care about our affairs. And so the chief

end of the wise man is to get to this state of apathy.

Stoicism taught that the wise man must be

self-contained, have all the elements of happiness

within, and be indifferent to pleasure and pain,

sickness or health, wealth or want; and as all ac-

tions are from within, he may commit deception,

suicide, or even murder, at a proper time and in a

virtuous character. The virtuous stoic was like

cold marble, proudly superior to pain and pleas-

ure, smothering his own sorrows and repressing

pity for the sorrows of others.

Set beside these systems the pure teaching of

Christ, which puts man's happiness in holiness,

union with God by faith, hope, love: puts in the

place of self-indulgence for pleasure's sake, self-

denial for the sake of humanity. It makes men
neither passionless nor impassive, but teaches us to

rule all impulses by reason and right, and to open
hand and heart to every sufferer. Man's chief

end is to love and serve God, and bless his fellow-

man. The presiding law of all life is love.
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When philosophy has reference to God, it is

theology. Can any system of human theology
compare with the teaching of the Son of God? In
most cases human systems are marred by grotesque
absurdities and fanciful follies.

Mohammedanism boasts 150,000,000 of ad-

herents. It says sublimely, "There is one God;"
but if you take away what it has borrowed from
Judaism and from Jesus, what have you left? An
absurd fatalism, which denies all moral freedom;
one-sided views of God, all power, no love; a
sensual paradise whose black-eyed houris and vo-

luptuous pleasures make heaven only one vast

harem!
There is Hindooism, hoary with age, having

500,000,000 followers, offering the choice between
all God and no God, pantheism or atheism; teach-

ing transmigration of souls, and full of moral
abominations. It is an insult to Christianity to

talk of comparing the teaching of Jesus with Budd-
hism or Brahminism.

Pass all others by and stop a moment with that

which leads all the rest by right of worth, viz:

the system of Socrates and Plato. Here we find

a Supreme God, Creator, Ruler, arranging and
upholding the universe, fountain of all truth, beauty
and goodness. First principles of morality are

his laws, not to be broken with impunity; good-
ness and truth are the end of true living.

Socrates urged men, at risk of life, to be vir-

tuous; lived himself in voluntary poverty, and
died a martyr to his integrity. Yet even Socrates

taught only doubtfully the immortality of souls,

and with his last words ordered a cock to be sac-

rificed to Esculapius; yes, even he sanctioned
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"some kinds of the most horrible licentiousness;

he was only a philosophical reformer.

"

Beyond Socrates and Plato we need not go;

for men of purer doctrine and life the pagan world

has not produced. Yet Plato owned that what he

and the Greeks knew of the Gods they learned from
the Israelites; so that Socratism is only a scion

grafted on Judaism. Rousseau confessed that

"if Socrates died like a philosopher, Jesus Christ

died like a God!" And just this we may say of

their life and teaching: If Socrates lived and taught

like a philosopher, Jesus lived and taught like a

God!
From all human systems we turn to the teach-

ing of Jesus, and even the pure but partial reve-

lations of the Old Testament appear, as John
saw in Apocalyptic vision, a waning moon
beneath that New Testament gospel which,crowned
with twelve stars, is clothed magnificently with

the sun—that orb of glory before which stars fade

and even the moon grows dim. From all the long

search of centuries we come to end, at the cross

of Christ, our pilgrim path. We have found him
who is the way, the truth and the life. We are

willing to sit at his feet and learn of God—the one
God, a Spirit, infinite, unchangeable, eternal,

almighty, holy, good; his dwelling, immensity, his

life-time, eternity. Here we learn of man, sinful,

responsible, immortal; of the hereafter, with its

sure reward and retribution. Here only do we
learn of a way of salvation both from the penalty

and power of sin. By faith in the God-man, we
become one with God and fit for heaven. Here
we are taught true humility, a charity that

reaches its arms around even one's enemies, a self-
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sacrifice which is simply sublime; and to all this

theory is added an example which, if possible, is

grander than the theory. All this pure and per-

fect teaching is illustrated by one single and sin-

gular life; all these ideas of snow-white purity,

magnanimous forgiveness and holy love, are made
manifest in the flesh; the thought of the Divine
Artist flashes forth in the colors of a living pan-

crams , and we are challenged to make trial of the

power of this teaching, whether it does not hide

the life of man in God, and reveal the life of God
in man.

The teaching of Christ marks an era, an epoch
in human history, which is like the flash of light

upon the eternal night. Truths but faintly fore-

shadowed, if at all, in the best of human systems,

are here taught clearly and fully. Christ is the

Sun; all that move about him become luminous.

But withdraw him, and even the light is darkness.

IV. Poiver. The actual practical power of

Christ's teaching vindicates his claim to divine

honors,

I . It has satisfactorily solved the problems
of the soul. All through human history there has

run a dark thread of religious doubt. There are

certain absorbing questions over which the world

has been working, like a school-boy over the puz-

zling mysteries of mathematics; and these prob-

lems every great system of philosophy or theol-

ogy has tried to explain. These are no minor
questions either; they touch life at vital points.

What is God? What is man?—whence came he?

—

whither goes he? How did sin come to be, and
how is it to be put away? How was the universe

made? What is death, and what is after death?
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What answers have been given by even the

best and purest schools of human thought? How
unsatisfying—how absurd! Think of the shock-

ing and monstrous errors into which mankind
have been betrayed in seeking peace with one's

self and with God! Idolatry, with human sacri-

fice and consecrated sensuality; pantheism, athe-

ism, materialism—every form of error in doctrine

and evil in practice have been linked with the name
of religion.

Now turn to the Christ of God; has he
thrown the light of heaven on these dark ques-

tions? Think of that cross which is the central

and focal point of history, toward which all lines

converge from creation; from which all diverge

to redemption completed in heaven. Look at

Calvary, and in the speechless anguish of the

Lamb of God behold every problem forever solved.

Do you ask, "What is God?" Here you learn

He is love—too just to redeem the sinner without

a ransom; too pure to admit him to heaven with-

out holiness; too good to leave him to certain

ruin. Do you ask, "What is man?" Look again

at Calvary. Man must have been sinful, else why
should the sinless One suffer in his stead? Man
must have been immortal, for there would be
no such sacrifice simply to save him from
temporal woe. Man must be free and responsi-

ble; otherwise, both guilt and faith would be im-

possible. Do you ask, "How came sin?" Read
the answer in the shadow of that cross; for had
not sin come through man, God would not have
needed to become man in order to expiate it.

The race, which in the first Adam died, in the sec-

ond Adam may be made alive. Do you inquire,
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How is man to be reconciled to God? That
cross answers: The God-man is both a sacrifice

and example; if we appropriate by faith the

merits of his death, and by obedience the merits

of his life, both pardon and purity become ours.

The divine Teacher brings the wisdom of God
to solve the problems of the soul. Questions over

which the brightest and best of men have vainly

studied, one solemn hour of dying agony has fully

and forever answered. Amid the darkness which
might be felt, there is this one spot where light is

to be found. The cry that rent in twain the tem-

ple's vail opened to view the holy of holies, with

its glory everlasting. The smile of peace which
shone on his face when he said "It is finished,"

and gave up the ghost, cleft the darkness of a

world's despair with the ray of reconciliation, and

to this day no soul needs walk in the gloom. To
follow this gleam is to come into the light of life.

2, A still more severe and decisive test of

the power of Christ's teaching remains to be ap-

plied. How does it actually affect human con-

due*: and character? Is it a reforming, transform-

ing power in the soul and in society? Complete
as a philosophy, it meets man's cravings; com-
plete as a revelation, it solves man's problems;

does it, complete as a vital force, regenerate hu-

man life? Does it prove itself the truth of God
by being the power of God? Paul declared that

for this reason he was "not ashamed of the gospel

of Christ;" not ashamed to preach it as a chained

prisoner at Rome, the center and focus of pagan
culture, because it was "the power of God unto

salvation." His chains clanked as he preached it,

but the chains fell from souls as he preached.
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Note his word, "power"

—

dwajxiZ; the gos-

pel is the divine dynamic force in human history.

Practical tests are far more severe than theoretical

Whatever may be said of Epicurus and his phi-

losophy, his followers became, after z. time,

selfish and sensual; appetite became their idol.

And the word "epicure" is a sad witness of the

low level of gluttony, intemperance and debauch-

ery to which Epicureanism sank.

The adherents of Stoicism were known as cold,

hard men—cold even to cruelty, hard even before

want and woe. And the Platonist, purest of all,

only dreamed of virtue, and, with a high ideal

before him, was practically a cypher!

Now, go back eighteen hundred years and start

with Christ's gospel, as it enters on its historic path.

It enthrones and enshrines itself in a few humble,

unlearned men, and their lives burn with its beauty

and end with voluntary martyrdom. Follow the

gospel of Christ as it marches down the centuries,

and what do you see? Hard hearts, cruel with

crime, that no human love could soften, no hu-

man power impress, are broken into contrition

and love. Weak women, timid and trembling,

are fortified by it to dare the scourge, the rack,

the stake, the cross, or face without fear the fierce

Numidian lion in the arena. Millions of martyrs,

under no compulsion but the sweet constraint of

love, welcome the agonies of torture, and from

all the grades of society come up to the coliseum

and soak its sands with their blood, rather than

utter one word to disown or dishonor Him whom,
not having seen, they love.

The world can furnish no parallel to this! Men
have died for a principle, and that principle an
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error; for a religious faith, and that faith a

falsehood; but self-sacrifice so perfect, so pure
and so repeated, is peculiar to the followers of

Christ, and it has challenged the wonder and ap-

plause even of the enemies of Christ!

The teaching of Christ has been for eighteen

centuries the leaven and the lever of society—the

leaven to pervade, the lever to uplift. At first a

handful of disciples in the humble homes of Pal-

estine; then that handful flung by persecution

broadcast over the surrounding countries, till from
Jerusalem the gospel spread to Antioch and Rome
and Alexandria and Constantinople. The cross

of a crucified criminal at Calvary is the nucleus of

a world's illumination and reformation! The fame
of gospel triumphs spread beyond the fields of

conflict, and as the lines of influence lengthened,

and their circles reached round new centers of

power and wickedness, in fear men cried out, "It

is turning the world upside down!"
The little army of Jesus, with no badges or

banners, no weapon but truth and no force but

persuasion, in the face of fearful persecutions,

grew mightier year by year. The blood of the

martyrs was the seed of new churches; it fell like

fertilizing dew on a barren soil. Met with vio-

lence, the followers of Christ used no violence;

though they kept silence with respect to social

sins and vices which had taken the form of in-

stitutions, yet they did not tolerate evils with

which they forbore. The gospel overcame evil

with good. First making the man anew, through
each follower it reached out to grapple with cor-

rupt society. Gathering strength, like volcanic

fires beneath the surface, it heaved social life like
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an earthquake, bringing to the dust its palaces o{

iniquity in high places, and its thrones of regal

wrong. Without a loud denunciation of pagan
usages, it has gone nowhere except to march over

ruins of those nine social evils, polygamy, infanti-

cide, legalized prostitution, capricious divorce,

bloody and brutal games, death and punishment
by torture, unjust wars, caste and slavery. The
pure heart and true conscience of believers were
the channels through which Christ undertook to

overturn existing wrong. And yet mark the re-

sults. Some of these evils ceased to be common
practices and became secret sins; some disap-

peared entirely; some were borne with, as doomed
and decaying; and to this day, wherever Christ,

the divine Teacher, goes by his gospel, in propor-

tion as that prevails, these corrupt social usages

shrink like owls of the night before the growing
glory of the day-dawn.

M. Guizot says that he himself was a ration-

alist in religion until he undertook the preparation

for the press of an edition of Gibbon. The inves-

tigation necessary to prepare notes for the edition

led him to accept Christianity as a system that

could not be explained by purely human forces.

Look at English history! About fifty years

before Christ's birth, Julius Caesar landed at Deal
only to meet a brood of barbarians living in huts,

and half hiding in skins their painted bodies.

About 600 years afterward Christianity's golden

prow touched the sands of Britain's island beach.

And after twelve centuries of conflict and con-

quest, we see a grand Christian nation, with scarce

a remnant of pagan social sins, empress of the

seas, mistress of the world, with a band of empire
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reaching round the globe, Christianizing India

and civilizing the inexpressible Turk; in the wake
of her vessels and the very path of her armies
carrying a blessing to the nations!

Four hundred years have not passed since this

continent was thrown open to civilization; yet to-

day sixty millions of freemen are here gathered;
from hill and vale Christian churches lift their

spires. The gospel of Christ set foot on New
England shores and took up its march across the
continent, and where in its track do you find these
nine social evils? Polygamy hides in a corner,

farthest removed from the New England that cra-

dled our American Protestantism; infanticide ev-

erywhere a concealed crime; legalized prostitu-

tion almost unknown; capricious divorce encour-
aged, for the most part, only in irreligious com-
munities; bloody and brutal games to be seen only
in subterranean holes; death and punishment by
torture a relic of antiquity only—we never saw a

rack, a cross, a hurdle; cruel wars, all wars, giv-

ing place to peaceful arbitration; caste unrecog-
nized, and even slavery now no more existing

among us.

For nearly a century the State and the Church
seemed half asleep to the fact that human bond-
age cursed our land; but God, in the late civil

conflict, which was the fruit of slavery, marshaled
the forces of our nation against this the last of our
great national wrongs—this relic of a barbarous
and pagan past!

Christ's words are not only vital but vitalizing.

We are prone to think there is little power in

words without a voice, the magnetism of the man
behind the speech. We think the world must be
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roused as Luther woke Germany, by the trumpet
tongue. But the tongue that taught on Judean
hills has been silent now for fifty generations, and
still the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth. You read

these words, and there is life in them—a soul in

them speaks to your soul. You read the words
of men, and you feel in rare cases that you are

communing with master minds—you read Christ's,

and you feel the thrill of the life of God.
Account for this inspiration if you can on any

human theory! Who was it solved these prob-

lems of the race, brought life and immortality to

light, taught man his origin, nature, interest and
destiny! Who was he who reformed the soul and
transformed society—who by his simple gospel

still marches through the centuries with the tread

and trophies of a conscious conqueror! Whose
words are these that break hard hearts and yet

heal broken hearts, that subdue the strong but

nerve the weak, and to-day are turning the world
upside down! Yes, mere words, with no mag-
netic voice to lend them power, no personal pres-

ence, yet before them vice and wrong, error in

doctrine and evil in practice, tremble and totter

and fall as before an earthquake.

Once again, what think you of Christ? Con-
sider the teaching of Him who spake as never

man spake. Surely the author of the Cosmos
and of the Logos must be one and the same: for

in both the Works of Creation and the Written

Word we find the same inherent symmetry and
beauty, grandeur and glory: the same marks of

the infinite mind!
Full weight has never been given to the ex-
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perimental proof, the witness of those who have
subjected the gospel of Christ to that most de-

cisive and conclusive of all tests, a personal trial.

Somehow the teachings of Christ have found
their way into the actual life of the world, to an
extent wholly unequalled by those of any other

person. The whole fabric of society is interwoven
with them: they give shape to our laws and lives,

our habits and customs, our ideas and ideals, our
feelings and our faith. Our literature is so af-

fected by Christ's teachings that one-half of it

revolves about the cross, and two-thirds of it is

permeated or modified by the influence of Chris-

tianity.

Henry Rogers supposed that suddenly and
miraculously, on some given night, every verse

and line of Holy Scripture should be blotted or

bleached out of human literature, so that every
copy of the word of God should become a blank
book, and every quotation from it or paraphrase

of it, wherever found, should disappear—and it

was astonishing to find how vast the number of

books that would be rendered worthless! Our
poetry, history, oratory, philosophy, science, are

all inseparably linked with the truths which Christ

taught.

This supposition of Mr. Rogers suggests the

kindred question which stirred Sir David Dalrym-
ple to a strange task. At a Scotch dinner where
he was present, the inquiry was raised whether if

all copies of the New Testament had been burned
before the end of the third century their contents

could have been recovered from the writings of

the first three centuries. Dalrymple's antiquarian

mind naturally took up such a task, and in course
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of two months he found and indexed in the writ-

ings of the first three hundred years nearly every

verse €f the New Testament; and he was satisfied

that a new search would discover the rest.

Julian the apostate, and other foes of our faith

who tried to burn out from human history all

marks of Christianity, tried in vain. God had
wrapped the very language of this divine teacher

about the thoughts and hearts of men, as the del-

icate nerves wrap round our veins and arteries;

and human literature must be destroyed in order

to destroy the Bible—yes, human society must
fall into ruins, and human history be blotted out,

before Christ and Christianity could be withdrawn
from this world. To this grand fact it behooves
us to give heed. There must be some divine es-

sence, where you find divine attributes. Here is

a gospel first taught by a Nazarene, of thirty

years; and it has proved itself practically omni-
scient, revealing even the thoughts of the heart,

practically omnipresent, manifesting its presence

everywhere, and practically omnipotent, turning

the world upside down. For every effect science

and philosophy unite to demand a cause, an
efficient and sufficient cause. And for this ef-

fect there is but one cause that is sufficient, viz:

a divine force must be hidden in this gospel: the

secret of its energy is both mysterious and mirac-

ulous, and God is in it. Volcanic heavings must
be explained by volcanic fires, mountain waves
must be traced to those mighty winds that sweep
across great seas; the lightning's bolt that shivers

and shatters the very pyramids, tells of electric

batteries so vast that they can be formed only by
masses of cloud that cover the whole sky. And
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when you see a gospel like this of Jesus, heaving
the very world, moving the great souls of society,

shattering the giant monuments of superstition

and ancient error, you must look for the deep
fires, the mighty breathings, the celestial energies

of God. Some of us know that in the teaching
of Jesus all these are to be found and felt, for we
have found and felt them. To the proud, self-

righteous pharisee it may still be a stumbling
block; to the wise and self-sufficient scientist it

may still be foolishness; but in the face of a scorn

like that of the Jew and a sneer like that of the

Greek, we are not ashamed of the gospel of

Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation.

17
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