



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER XX.

af lite: and the dead were

47
judged out of those things

passes and sins ; as when the apostle
saith, The widow thatliveth in pleas-
ure is dead whilst she liveth ; 1 Tim.
v. 6; and Christ unto the church of
Sardis, Thou hast a name to live, and
art dead ; Rev.iii. 1. And when he
speaks to one of his disciples thus,
Follow thou me, and let the dead bury
their dead ; Matt. viii. 22. This is a
phrase so common with the Jews,
that, as Maimonides informs us, they
proverbially say, The wicked are dead
even while they are alive: for he,
saith Philo, who lives a life of sin, is
dead as to a life of happiness ; his soul
is dead, and even buried in his lusts
and passions. And because the whole
Gentile world lay more especially
under these most unhappy circum-
stances, whence the apostle styles
them sianers of Gentiles ; Gal. ii. 15;
it was proverbially said by the Jew-
ish doctors, The heathens do not live ;
and they in Scripture are more pecu-
liarly intended by that phrase. Hence
the apostle saith to the Ephesians
and Colossians, Eph. ii. 1, Col. ii. 13,
they were dead in tresspasses and sins ;
and brings in God thus speaking to
the Gentiles, Amake, thou that sleepest,
arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light; Eph.v. 14.” These,
then, were the dead that were to
be judged, and the judgment com-
menced to take ?lace when ¢ the
great white throne” was set up, and
the earth and heaven fled away from
the face of the Son of man, and at
the time of the new heaven and new
earth, and of the descent of the new
Jerusalem to the earth; xxi. 1—4.
There are very serious and weighty
objections to giving any other inter-
pretation to the passage before us.
1st. To place this judgment after
the immortal resurrection would not
agree with the whole drift of this
chapter. The scene of the destruc-
tion of the dragon was laid an the
earth; the reign of Christ was an the
earth; afier the thousand years had
expired nations were found on the

four quarters of the earth, who
attacked the camp of the saints; the
devil was not carried away from the
earth to be cast into the lake of fire;
the ¢great white throne” was on the
earth, and was set up at the time
“the earth and seas, and the old roll
ing skies,” [Watts,] ed away,
and why, then, should it be supposed
that the judgment is not on the earth ?
2d. In those parts of the New Testa-
ment in which the immortal resur-
rection is unquestionably spoken of,
there is no mention made of the
setting up of the great white throne,
or the passing away of the heavens
and the carth, or the judgment of the
dead, small and great, according to
their works. We redffirm, that
nowhere, in all the Bible, are these
things mentioned in connection with
the resurrection of the dead into the
immortal state, unless it is in the
sage before us. If we should
interpret this passage as having refer-
ence to the immortal existence, the
interpretation would stand alone, un-
supported by another passage in all
the Bible. Should not a fact of so
vast importance make us hesitate in
regard to such an interpretation ?
3d. Did not Christ cammence to judge
the nations mwhen he ascended the
great white throne? Read the 11th
and 12th verses in connection. See
again the words of Jesus, Matt. xxv.
31, 32: « When the Son of man shall
come in his glary, and all the holy
angels with him, TeEN shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory: and
before him shall be gathered all na-
tions,” &c., &c. In the parable from
which this last extract is made, Jesus
represented the nations as being
judged by his gospel according to therr
works, — not their faith, or baptism,
or professions, but sheir marks.
Matt. xxv. 31—46, especially verses
35, 36, and 42, 43, Now, when did
the judgment here described take
place? Answer. When the Son of
man came in his glory. See the
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books, according to their worxs.

proof ; it follows: ¢ When the Son
of man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him, THEN
shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory ;” Mait. xxv. 31. When did
the Son of man come in bis glory?
‘We have already proved, beyond all
dispute, that it was during the life-
time of some of those who had
attended personally upon his min-
istry. See the proof: «For the Son
of man shall come in the glory of his
Father, with his angels; and then he
shall reward every man according
to his works. Verily I say unto you,
There be some standing here, which
shall not taste of death, till they see
the Son of man coming in his king-
dom ;” Matt. xvi. 27, 28. Christ
commenced to judge the nations ac-
cording to their works when he
ascended ¢“the great white throne.”
If, then, the judging of the nations is
in the fature state, Christ Jesus will
not ascend ‘“the great white throne”
until all men have entered the future
state. And in that event, there is
nmow no Mediator, no kingdom of
heaven among men. To such absur-
dities are we driven by the common
interpretation of the passage before

us.

It is of the utmost importance to be
remembered, that the judgment of the
nations under the gospel commenced
when Christ commenced to reign, and
shall not be discontinued until he
shall resign the kingdom to the Father.
That Christ will resign the kingdom
to the Father at the tmmortal resurrec-
tion, Paul shows, 1 Cor. xv. 24—28.
The judgment began when Christ
assumed the kingdom ; but if we sup-
pose tHe judgment will be postponed
until the immortal resurrection, we
make the judgment begin mnot until
Jesus shall restgn the kingdom. This
18 most singular, that the judgment
should commence not at the time the
. Lord Jesus ascended the throne, but at
the time ke shall leave it ! There are
no two books in the Bible more nearly

related in point of style than those o1’
Daniel and the Apocalypse. The
former is the Apocalypse of the Old
Testament, the latter of the New.
And we have already shown that the
revelator had his eye on the propbecy
of Daniel when he wrote the section
of the Apocalypse which we are con-
sidering. Now Daniel clearly shows
that the judgment of the nations com-
menced simultaneously with the com-
mencement of the reign of Christ.
Let the reader consider attentively
the following facts. The kingdom
of Christ, as all know, commenced
in the dn{s of the Roman Empire.
¢ And in the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed : and
the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and
it shall stand forever;” ii. 44. That
the judgment commenced at the same
time with the commencement of the
kingdom, is fully evident from Dan.
vii. 9, 14: “I bebeld till the thrones
were cast down, and the Ancient of
days did sit, whose garment was
white as snow, and the hair of his
head like the pure wool : His THRONE
was like the fiery flame, and his
wheels as burning fire. A fiery
stream issued and came forth from
before him : thousand thousands min-
istered unto him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him :
THE JUDGMENT was sET, AND
THE BOOKS WERE OPENED.
I saw in the night visions, and behold,
one like the Son of man came with
the clouds of heaven,and came to the
Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him. And there was
given him dominion, and glory, and
a kingdom, that all ple, nations,
and languages, should serve him:
his dominion is an everlasting domin-
ion, which shall not pass away, and
his kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed.” Does not this show, that
the judgment was established and the
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13 And the sea gave up the

dead which were in it; and

books were opened at the same time
that the kingdom was given to the
Son of man; at the same time that
he came in the clouds of heaven?
One fulfilment of the description is
enough. If it has been once fulfilled,
we need look no further; we should
be satisfied. We quote the words
which Prof. Stuar; utters, ll:ot Xn this
precise passage, but on the Apoca-
lypse in general: “ What John de-
clared would take place shortly, hap-
pened according to his prediction ;
and if so, the dispute mhether it is all
to happen over again [the italics are
his] after so many centuries, cannot
be a dispute of much interest or im-
portance. One fulfilment is enough.”
— (Hints, 2d ed., 1842, pp. 141, 142.)
That Christ commenced the judgment
of the world when he set up his king-
dom, is evident further fiom the
following considerations. 1st. God,
under the Old Testament, judged men
in the earth; see Psa. lviii. 11.
¢ Verily, he is a God that judgeth in
the earth.” See, also, Prov. xi. 31;
Isa. xxvi. 9. When he sent his Son,
he did not inform men that the scene
of the judgment was to be removed
to some other world, but the contrary.
2d. The prophets predsserted, that the
judgment of Christ should be in the
earth. ¢ He shall not fail nor be dis-
couraged, till he have set judgment
in the earth;”’ Isaiah xlii. 4. 3d.
Jesus himself declared that he came
into this world for the purposes of
judgment. “For judgment I am
oyme into this world ;" John ix. 39.
4th. He affirmed, when on the earth,
that the time of his judgment had
come. “Now is the judgment of this
world;” John xii. 31. We inquire,
in the words just quoted from Prof.
Staart, is it all to happen over again?
““One fulfilment is enough.”  &th.
[t has been proved that the judgment
commenced simultaneously with the
gospel reign, at the same time that
Jesusascended the mediatorial throne.
Compare xx. 11,313. It was at the

time the old heavens and earth passed
away, xx. 11, and was simultaneous
with the descent of the New Jerusa.
lem from heaven to men; xxi. 1—4.
Are these things yet future? Surely
they are not. And why, then, we
ask, should the judgment be thought
to be future, which is indissolubly
linked to them by the sacred writers?
6th. The judgment of the nations
according to their works, if we may
rely on our Lord’s words, (and surely
HE is the highest authority,) was be-
gun before the close of the natural
lives of some of those who were on
the earth, during his personal mir-
istry ; Matt. xvi. 27, 28; Mark viii.
38; ix. 1; Luke ix. 26, 27. 7th.
The judgment of the nations by the
Lord Jesus is not a personal judg-
ment, %xcept in the metaphorical
sense,} ut a judgment by the princi-
ples of his gospel ; Jobn xii.48. See
our remarks on this topic under xiv.
6, 7. 8th. The judgments of the
Apocalypse are all represented as
being near at hand, present, already
known, and manbifested on the earth.
They are said to be “on the earth ;”
vi. 10; “the time of the dead, that they
should be judged,” 1s couE; xi. 18
‘“ the hour of his judgment 1s cous ;”’
xiv. 7; “thy judgments ARz made
manifest;”’ xv. 4; the seven vials in
which was filled up the wrath of God,
and which contained the seven last
plagues of the Apocalypse, were all
to be poured out on the earth, not
excepting that which was to be poured
out on the seat, throne, or place of the
beast; xv. 1; xvi. 1; see, also, 5—
7; the judgment of Rome was cer-
tainly on the earth, because it con-
sisted of death, mourning, famine and
conflagration ; xviii. 8—10 ; see, also,
xix. 2. Whether men shall be sin-
ners 10 the post-mortem state, it is
not our purpose here to discuss. If
they shall be sinners there, they will
surely be miserable. But that the
judgment of the nations under the
gospel is on this earth, seems to us so
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dead which were in them: and

clear, from the evidences we have
advanced, that it would appear almost
impossible to make it more so.

t was a very important event that
the revelator undertook to describe in
the languaie before us. It was no
less than the ruling and governing
of the world by Jesus Christ. It was
about to commence in his day. His
fancy supplied him with a splendid
image of the august epoch of the gos-
Eel. The scene was spread out before

im like a panorama. He saw the
nations all buried in sin, in darkness,
in unbelief. It had been a custom of
the Hebrew prophets to employ the
state of natural death to represent the
state of ignorance, unbelief and sin.
The revelator availed himself of the
same figure. He saw the dead, [not
the raised,] small and great, stand
before God. He saw the judgment
begin ; the books were opened. So
Daaniel had said : “Ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before him; the
Judgment was set and the books were
opened.” The regions of hades were
searched to bring up a fitting meta-
phor to represent the state of the
nations at the time the reign of the
gospel begun. When men fall into
sin and darkness, they are said to fall
into hades, the state of the dead.
While they remain in sin and dark-
ness, they are said to remain in that
state. And when the gospel came to
the world, all men were regarded as
being in thatstate. The figure of the
dead, small and great, standing before
God, is very similar to the allegory
of Ezekiel — the vision of dry bones.
The ple were not merely repre-
semege:s being dead, but their flesh
was consumed, and their bones were
dry. The prophet was commanded
to prophesy, and he did so. «I
proghesied as I was commanded : and
as I prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold a shaking, and the bones
came together, bone to his bone.
And when [ beheld, lo, the sinews
and the flesh came up upon them,

and the skin covered them above;
but there was no breath in them.
Then said be unto we, Prophesy unto
the wind, prophe’?, son of man, and
say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord
God; Come from the four winds. O
breath, and breathe u these slain,
that they may live. I prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding
great army. Then he said unto me,
Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel: behold, they say,
Our bones are dried, and our hope 1s
lost; we are cut off for our parts.
Therefore prophesy and say unto
them, Thas saith the Lord God;
Behold, O my ple, I will open
your graves, and cause you to come
up out of your graves, a‘a bring you
into the land of Israel ;” Ezk.xxxvii.
7—12. Now here the metaphor of
lteral and absolute death was em-
ployed to represent the lost and un-
done condition of the nation of the
Jews. And so, in the revelator's
fancy, “ the dead, small and great,”
were used metaphoricaily to repre-
sent the nations in darkness and sin,
standing before God, to be judged by
the gospel, at the time it was intro-
duced into the world. But when the
gospel shall bave done its work, and
Chnist shall resign the kingdom to
the Father, then men will not be dead,
but “alive .through Jesus Christ our
Lord.”

Our Lord himself employed a sim-
ilar meta‘phor when he spoke the
parable of the “rich man and Laz-
arus.” He drew his images from
the under world ; and that parable is
founded on the notions which had

vailed among the heathen respect-
ing hades, or the state of the dead,
and which the Jews had partially
received. Yet our Lord did not adopt
those heathen notions as true; he
used them met:fboncally, asone wha
lived earlier had done the idea of the
trees going forth to choose a king
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according to therr works.

‘udges ix. 8—15. Dr. Macknight,
speaking of the parable of the rich
man apd Lazarus, says: «If, from
hese resemblances, it 18 thought the
parable is formed on the Grecian
aythology, it will not at all folow
chat our Lord approved of what the
ommon people thought or spake concern-
ing those matters, agreeably to the
10tions and language of the Greeks.
In parabolical discourses, provided
e doctrines inculcated are strictly
true, the terms in which they are
nculcated may be such as are most
familiar to the ears of the valgar, and
.he images made use of such as they
are best acquainted with.” — (Par.
and Com. on the place.) The sacred
writers frequently drew their meta-
ors from hades, or the state of the
1ead. A striking passage is found in
_sa. xiv., where the overthrow of the
ting of Babylon is described in the
mnost glowing language. The inhab-
itants of hades rise up to meet him at
his approach; the kings of the lower
regions rise from their thrones, and
address him. See the passage:
“Thon shalt take up this provetb
against the king of Babylon, and say,
How hath the oppressor ceased,” &cc.
* * # « Hades from beneath is
moved for thee, to meet thee at thy
coming: it stirreth up the dead for
thee, even all the chief ones of the
earth: it hath raised up from their
thrones all the kings of the nations
—— All they shall speak, and sa
unto thee, Art thou also become weak
as we? Art thou become like unto
us?” verses 4, 9, 10. Now let the
reader reflect upon this passage one
moment. The scene of it is laid in
hades, or hell. The inhabitants are
the dead. The dead rise up, and
tannt the king of Babylon at his
destruction, saying: “Art thou be-
come like unto us ?” This s literally
untrue, and impossible ; because the
dead know not anything. Tge whole
sage is a prosopopeeia, designed
?:srepgrzsont mf fall ':} Babylon. 8 No

one supposes that the views of hades
here introduced by the prophet were
literally correct; all agree that he
used them metaphorically, to give
force and beauty to the sabject of his
prophecy. We take the same ground
n regard to the passage before us;
and the argument is precisely as
good in the one case as in the other.
We have thus seen that the judg-
ment begun when Christ ascended
“the great white throne;” that the
nations then stood before him; that
the books were then opened ; and that
the dead were then judged according
to their works. All this, it seems to
us, we have proved, beyond carping
or contradiction. And here let it be
observed, that, as the gospel was
established at the end of the Jewish
state, we found, when we came, in the
course of our Commentary, to that
section of the Apocalypse which de-
scribed the destruction of the Jews,
and the establishment of the gospel,
this same fact of the judging of the
dead, small and great, brought into
close proximity to that event. ¢ And
the seventh angel sounded ; and there
were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord anrd of his
Christ ; and he shall reign forever and
ever. And the four and twenty elders,
which sat before God on their seats,
fell upon their faces, and worshipped
God, saying, We give thee thanks, O
Lord God Almighty, which art, and
wast, and art to come; because thou
hast taken to thee thy great power, and
hast reigned. And the nations were
angry, and thy wrath is come, and the
time of the dead, that they should be
judged, and that thou shouldest give
reward unto thy servants the proph.
ets, and to the saints, and them that
fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy
the earth ;” xi. 15—18. Here again
we find the jndging of the dead, small
and great, closely connected with the
commencement of the reign of Chnst,
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cast into the lake of fire. ‘Thi

and all linked indissolubly to the time
of the destruction of the Jewish state.*
There are a few other points in the
verse before us which we should
notice before we proceed to the sub-
sequent verses. 9 Before God.—
Some think these events must happen
in the eternal world, because it is
said those who are judged stand
Ysfore God. So was the earth corrupt
before God, in the days of Noah;
Gen. vi. 11; so the elders of Israel
eat bread with Jethro, the father-in-
law of Moses, before God; Exod.
xviii. 12; so David and all Israel
played defore God with harps and

*Dr. Woodhouse gets a glimpss of the
Kcripture doctrine of g:dgmem, in the follow-
ing note on Rev. xi. 13. His thoughts were
evidently much t d with pi ived
opinions: but the truth was struggling with
error in his mind. and broke forth like beams
o{ m:ln-li;hl through the vistas of a darkened
cloud.

“The received translation expresses that
the dead are to be judged at this time; but
more than this seems to be intended in the
original ; for hefore the ?mt day of final retri-
bution, when the literally dead shall be raised
from their graves for judgment, (as in ch. xxii.
12,) another kind of judgment is to be ex-
pected, — that by which the inequalities in the
distribution of éustice shall be rectified under
the reign of Christ's nlig:m upon earth.
Krisin tois ethresin apangelei, * He shall utter
Judgment to_the nations.’ was the prophetic
designation of our Lond, (Matt. xii. 18) ¢All
judgment was committed to him by the

ather ;” (John v. 22:) and his right to exer-
cise it took place from his crucifixion : (John
xii. 31;) but this judgment was suspendel for
a time, he krisis autou erthe ; (Acts viii. 33;)
and was not to be exercised in plenitude of
power. till the times of the Gentiles should be
fulfilled ; (Luke xxi. 24.) And this judgment,
though not perfected in all its parts before the
great and last day, (which is also compre-
hended under this seventh and last trumpet,)
yet is first 1o be partially displayed in the
destruction of the corrupt worldly powers
and the restoration of a purer religion an
morality.

¢ *The time of the dead,’ may likewise sig-
nify (in that metaphorical sense in which the
word death, &c., Is fre:juently used) the time
when pure religion, dead and buried with the
witnesses, shall with them revive and flourish.
But no final and certain opinion can be passed
on prophecy, before the event shall direct the
interpretation.”” — (Annotations on the Apoc.,
Loudon, 1828.)

¥

with psalteries, &c.; 1 Chron. xiii.
8; xvi. 1; so Zacharias and Eliza.
beth were both righteous before God,
walking in all the commandments -
and ordinances of the Lord blame-
less; Luke i. 6; so Jesus of Naza-
reth was a prophet mighty in deed
and word beﬁ: God and all the peo-
ple; Luke xxiv. 9; so Cornelius said
to Peter, ¢ Now therefore are we all
here present defore God, to hear all
things that are commanded thee of
God ;” Acts x. 33. Let these refer-
ences suffice, althougk. many more
might be given. To do a thing
before God was to do it in a formal,
religious, solemn and conscientious
manner, with a sense of his presence
and oversight. Such was peculiarly
the case with Christ’s judgment ; the
Father was ever with him. The
words ‘“before God” were quoted
from Dan. vii. 10: “Ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him :
the judgment was set and the books
were opened.” This is sufficient on
this topic, in this place; but those
who wish to see the subject of the
divine presence much more fully dis-
cussed, are referred to our note on
xiv. 10, illustrating the words, “in
the presence of the holy angels, and
the presence of the Lamb.” 9 The
books were opened. — The figures here
are evidently drawn from a human
court of justice. The world is brought
to Christ’s bar to be judged. The
books are opened ; i. e., the books of
God’s law, of his d|:n'ea:epts. out of
which men are judged. Men are
decided to be or evil as their
lives agree with the statutes written
in the books. The law was called
the book or books of the law; and
when the children of Israel were
judged, they were judged out of the
things written in the books; Deat.
xxix. 50, 27; 2 Kings xxii. 13. Jer-
emiah says: “ And I will bring upon
that land all my words which I have
pronounced against it, even all that1s
written in this book, which Jeremiah
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15 And whosoever was not

hath prophesied against all the na-
tions; and I will recompense them
according to their deeds, and accord-
ing to the works of their own hands ;”
xxv. 13, 14. This was judging men
out of the things written in the books,
according to their works. That this
opening of the books was simultaneous
with the commencement of Christ’s
kingdom, has already been proved in
this article so clearly as to xreclude
all doubt. The dead were judged out
of those things written in the bools,
according to their works. That the
dead are judged in the present life,
according to their works, is as plainly
taught in the Bible as any other truth.
The Jews were judged, under the old
covenant, according to their works;
and the same principle is maintained
under the gospel. If men are judged
according to their works in this world,
there is no ground for supposing that
they will be judged over again, for
these same works, in some other state.
Professor Stuart says, on other parts
of the Apocalypse, “ What John de-
clared would take place shortly, hap-
pened according to his prediction;
and if so, the dispute whether it is all
to happen over again, after so many
centuries, cannot be a dispute of much
interest or importance. One fulfilment
is enough.”— (Hints on Proph. 141,
142.) Men were judged out of the
things written in the books;i.e., b

the statates and dprecepts of Godv
Everything is adjudged to be right as
it agrees with these, and wrong as it
disagrees with them. All the abettors
of false systems must be judged by
the gospel; all the opposers of Chris-
tianity will be judged by its principles
in the reign of Christ which is now
going on. Every man shall be thus
judged. 9 The book of life. — This
expression occurs once only, except
in the book of Revelation. See Phil.
tv. 3; Rev. iii. §; xiii. 8; xvii. 8; xx.
12, 15; xxi. 27; xxii. 19. The book
of life was the book of favorable
remembr wnce; the*roll of the true

and faithful Chrnistians who endured
through all trials, unto the end.
Whosoever’s name was not found on
this, was cestroyed with the unbeliev-
ers. See the notes on iii. §; xiii. 8;
where our opinion will be found fully
expressed on the phrase ¢book of
life.” We need not repeat the argu-
ments and illustrations in this place.

13. Sea gave up the dead.— The
metaphor here corresponds to that of
the preceding verse. The dead must
come from every place in which they
may be supposed to lie — from the sea
as well as the land. Death and hell
(or hades, the state of the dead) must
give up their prisoners to be judged
by the gospel. The intent of the
metaphor is, that men, from all their
hiding places, their places of retreat,
and rest, and security, shall be
brought forth to be judged. 9 Death
and hell delivered up the dead. — Isaiah
used a somewhat similar metaphor :
“We have made a covenant with
death, and with hell are we at agree-
ment; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, it shall not come
unto us: for we have made lies out
refuge, and under falsehood have we
hid ourselves. * * * Your cove
nant with death shall be disannulled,
and your agreement with hell shall not
stand ; when the overflowing scourge
shall pass through, then ye shall be
trodden down by it;” Isaiah xxviii.
15,18. Here,evidently, death and hell
delivered up their dead, to be judged
by God’s trnth. The refuge of lies
was swept away, falsehood was de-
molished by the overflowing scourge
of God’s judgments. The metaphors
of the prophet and the revelator were
very similar. To show that men can-
not escape the judgments of the Al-
mighty, however safe from them they
may fancy themselves to be, the proph-
et says: “Though thou exalt thyself
as the eagle, and though thou set thy
nest ‘among the stars, thence will I
bring thee down, saith the Lord;”
Obadiah i 4. And again. “Though
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found written 1n the book of life
they dig into hell, thence shall my

nand take them ; though they climb
up to heaven, thence will I bring them
down: and though they hide them-
selves in the top of Carmel, I will
search and take them oat thence ; and
though they be hid from my sight in
the bottom of the sea, thence will 1
command the serpent, and he shall
bite them ;" Amos ix. 5,3. Thus we
see, that these metaphors of briuging
men from death, from hades, or hell,
and from the bottom of the sea, to
judge them, are used in reference to
temporal judgments. The revelator
evidently quotes his metaphors from
the prophets. The simple meaning
15, that none, wherever they may be,
can escape from the judgments of
God, “ who will render to every man
according to his works.”

14. Death and hell. — The primary
question here is, What do death and
hell stand for in the Apocalypse?
Hell, in this place, is a translation of
hades, meaning, primarily, the state
if the dead ; but it is used metaphori-
cally for darkness, opposition, deso-
lation, prostration, destruction, &c.;
Matt. xi. 23; Luke x. 15; Matt. xvi.
18. In Rev. i. 18, Jesus claims to
“have the keys of hell and of death ;"
i. e., he had power over everything
represented by hell and by death.
The gates of hell, or hades, Matt. xvi.
18, were the powers of opposition
which could not prevail against the
charch of Christ, because Christ had
the keys of the gates, i. e., power over
them ; he opened, and no man could
shut; he shut, and no man could open;
Rev. iii. 7. When it is said that
death and hell followed in the path
of the pale horse, Rev. vi. 8, we are to
understand it as of the evils attendant
on pestilence, viz., paleness, sinking,
destruction, death. Death and hell
can me1in nothing more here. These
are the only instances. in the Apoca-
lypse of the use of these terms, until
we come to the 20th chapter The
whole 18 metaphorical The dead

were the spiritually dead --a condi-
tion in which Jesus found mankind
when he ascended the mediatorial
throne; vers. 11, 12; the books are
to be understood metaphorically, as
is also ¢the book of life;” the judg-
ment, we have shown, was on the
earth, for this was the purpose for
which Jesas came into the world ;
John ix. 39; xii. 31. In ing oat
the metaphor, the dead are all called
to come to the throne to be judged;
a figure somewhat similar to that in
the previous chapter, of calling the
fowls of heaven to gather themselves
together to the supper of the great
God; xix. 17; and hence the sea,
where those lie who died on the
waters, and the graves, where those
rest who died on the land, are called
on to surrender their tenants, that
they may come up and be judged at
the gospel bar. This all agrees with
the revelator’s plan of selecting ¢ the
dead” to represent men in their lost
and undone condition, before they
knew the gospel, which is the precise
metaphor Ezekiel had set him the
example of using; xxxvii. 12—14:
“ Behold, O my people, I will open
your graves, and cause you to come
up out of your graves, and bring you
into the land of Israel. And ye shall
know that I am the Lord, when I
have opened your graves, O my peo-
ple, and brought you up out of sour
graves, and shall gut my Spirt in
you, and ye shall live, and I shall
place you in your own land.” Infact,
(and it may as well be stated here
as anywhere,) the metaphors of the
revelator in this section of the Apoca-
1 are, nearly all of them, taken
from the 37th chapter of Ezekiel and
the remaining chapters of that book.

Ezexins: RevELaTION :

Calling desd from _The same; xx. 13
:M'ﬁ graves; xxxvil. 13.
“Gosg and Magog ar-
ra;;:tgnmnlvunmnn
the ple of God;
xxxviii., xxxix ;

The same; xx. 7--9.
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The fowlsare calle.  The same; xix. 17
tc the banquet of the to 2l
dead ; xxxix. 17—20.
‘The prophet’s vision
of the new city of Je-
;Iugnhm; chape. xl. to
iv.

The new Jerusalem
comes down from God
out of huvar;, ?nddil
very rticularly de-
st:ribe(r;'l chapse. xxi.
xxii.

Th; rlll;:r of the wa-
ter of proceedin|
from the throne o,

5 xxii. 1.

The prophet’s vision
of the my waters pro-
ceeding out of the tem-

ple; xivii.

That the revelator borrowed the
whole train of his metaphors, in the
closing up of the Apocalypse, from
the latter part of the prophecy of
Ezekiely is fully manifest; and the
calling the dead up out of their graves
to be judged by the gospel, is no more
to be interpreted literally, as if belong-
ing to the immortal state, than the
dry bones of the valley, in Ezekiel's
vision. And as the gospel was in-
tended to put an end to all tears, and
death, and sorrow, and crying, and
pain, and everything of that kind;
xxi. 3, 4 ; how appropriately is it said,
“Death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire;” i.e., were destroyed.
9 Lake of fire. — We have already
explained this metaphor, under xix.
20, and xx. 10. It was a metaphor
- for utter destruction. Death and hell
were to be. utterly destroyed by the
reign of the gospel, as is plainly
taught in the 2Ist chapter of the
Apocal{pse. Everything that op-
posed the gospel was to be put down.
9 The second death. — The first death
was the death in sin, in which the
gospel found men; for when men
were raised from that state of moral
death, they were said to experience
¢“the first resurrection.” Those who
received the first resurrection lived
and reigned with Christ during the
time called ¢the thousand years.”
Such as did not embrace the gospel,
in the empire, during that time, suf-
fered the second death ; i. e., remained
dead after the happy period of the
church, and were destroyed as the
enemies of Jesus, with everything
\hat opposed the gospel As there

was a second death, so there was also
a second resurrection ; for, if there
were no second resurrection, it would
not be-proper to speak of ¢the first
resurrection.” And we do not know
what the second resurrection can
more a;z;roprialely represent than the
extended and glorious spread of the
gospel, immediatz:{v described by the
revelator, when God should wipe away
all tears; when there should be no
more death, [the second death being
annihilated,] neither sorrow, nor cry-
ing, nor pain, and when all things
should be made new.

15. Not written. — Those not written
in the book of life were the enemies
of Christianity throughoat the empire
—the heathen power, and all whoin
the beast and the dragon had kept
under their authority. They were
all to be utterly destroyed as such.
9 Lake of fire. — They were to be
cast into the lake of fire; not in the
future state, for we have no account
of any lake of fire there; besides, if
it were there, how could the beast and
the false prophet have been cast alive
intoit? The Jews met a similar fate
for their wickedness and opposition
toGod. See Isaiah xxxi. 9, and Ezk.
xxii. 18—22: ¢ Son of man, the house
of Israel is to me become dross: all
they are brass, and tin, and iron, and
lead, in the midst of the furnace ; they
are even the dross of silver. There-
fore, thus saith the Lord God, Because
ye are all become dross, behold, there-
fore, I will gather you into the midst
of Jerusalem. As they gather silver,
and brass, and iron, and lead, and
tin, into the midst of the furnace, to
blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so
will I gather you in mine anger and
in my fury, and I will leave you there,
and melt you. Yea, I will gather
you, and blow upon you in the fire
of my wrath, and ye shall be melted
in the midst thereof. As silver is
melted in the midst of the furnace, so
shall ye be melted in the midst there-
of ; and ye shall know that I the Lord
have poured out my fary upon you.”
This 1s a very similar metaphor to



casung 1nto the lake of fire; bat who
ever supposed, even for one moment,
that it was in the immortal state?
See the notes on xix. 20, and xx. 10.
Pagan Rome met with a similar fate
to that of the Jews; not indeed as
carly, but as fatally and irrecover-
ably. Both are “twice dead, plucked
up by the roots;” Jude 12; totally
destroyed. They were not found
written in the book of life, and were
cast into the lake of fire. The de-
struction of Idumea was compared to
being laid waste by fire and brimstone.
“The streams thereof shall be turned
into pitch, and the dust thereof into
brimstone, and the land thereof shall
become burning pitch. It shall not
be quenched night nor day; the
smoke thereof shall go up forever;
fromn generation to generation it shall
lie waste ; none shal! pass through it
forever and ever;”’ Isa. xxxiv. 9, 10.
How conformable, then, to prophetic
style, to represent a people who were
to be totally destroyed as being about
to be cast into the lake of fire. Pa-
ganism was to be utterly destroyed
throughout the empire : it was done.
We have thus gone through with the
twentieth chapter of the hook. As
we find, at the close of this chapter,
that the earth and heaven were said
to flee away, so we shall see that the
twenty-first chapter opens with the
coming of the ‘“ new heaven and the
new earth.” We have interpreted
the twentieth chapter in harmony
with the whole Apocalypse, and pre-
served a beautiful analogy through-
out. There is one very serious objec-
tion to applying Rev. xx. 12—15 to
the immortal state; it breaks up the
plan of the Apocalypse. The com-
mentators who have done this have
been obliged, in making up their
plan of the book, to trace out a
series of events reaching to the im-
mortal resurrection.  They have
tasked their imaginations, therefore,
to make out such a series, to which
they can apply certain parts of the
Apocalypse ; and in doing this, almost
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every commentator has had & system
of his own ; and the plan of one is as
goud as the plan of any other. They
are all confusion worse confounded.
Such commentators bring in the
Goths, the Lombards, the French, the
Popes, the Catholic Church, [ which
they have represented as the woman
riding on the beast,] the Saracens, the
Mahometans ; and having applied, or
rather misapplied, much of the Apoca-
lypse to past history, they have gone
on to prophesy of what is to happen
in the fature. Some have introduced
the French Revolution ; the rise and
fall of Bonaparte; the events in
Egypt, Turkey, and India; and all
this for what? Because they have
feit themselves obliged to make out
a series of events reaching to the im

mortal resurrection of the dead. It is
in this vast chasm, reaching from the
fall of the Roman Empire forward
to the immortal resurrection, that the
principal errors of commentators, ir
regard to the Apocalypse, are found.
If they would but allow that the judg-
ment of the dead, small and great,
xx. 12—15, should be explained as
we have explained it, they might
make of the Apocalypse a beautiful
and consistent book; but as long as
they seek to make out that the pas-
sage referred to shoald be applied to
the post-mortem state, and is not to
be fulfilled until after the immortal
resurrection, they must seek to fill

up the chasm we have mentioned

from their own wits; and they thus

bring endless contradictions and con-

troversies into the church. They

make themselves the sport of un-

believers. If the evil stopped here

we should not so earnestly complain.

Bat they abuse the Apocalypse itself;

they bring that into disrepute: for

careless men will not examine wheth.

er their interpretations properly be-

long to the book ; but, disgusted with

phantasms, visions and contradic-

tions, they will abandon commenta-

tors, Apocalypse and all, as utterly

unworthy of notice.
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CHAPTER XXI.

CHAPTER XXI.
ND I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the

3»?

first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there
was no more sea.

CHAPTER XXI.

Preliminary Remarks. — We found,
n the last chapter, the closing up of
the account of the destruction of
heathenism. The final act in that
drama was the destruction of ¢the
dragon, that old serpent, which is the
Devil and Satan,” which is described
in the 10th verse.

At the L1th verse we showed that
the account of the reign of the gos-
pel commenced. The «great white
throne” was the mediatorial throne;
not a real throne, any more than the
holy city, new Jerusalem, was a real
city. It was a metaphor to represent
the reign of Christ in the gospel ; be-
fore whom the nations, represented
by the « dead, small and great,” stood
to be judged. This judgment we
found to refer not to the future state,
because it commenced to take place
at the time Christ’s kingdom began,
and will be finished at the resurrection
of the dead, when all souls shall be
subject to Christ, in the same sense in
which Christ is subject to the Father,
and God shall be all in all; 1 Cor. xv.
24 -28. None can enter into this
kingdom except those who are fully
prepared. The stones must be hewn
and squared before they can be incor-

rated into the edifice ; and this shall

done for every soul, before the
completion of the grand design men-
tioned in the passage last indicated.

The 21st chapter is but a continua-
tion of the suhject commenced at the
11th verse of the preceding chapter.
Having foretold the establishment of
the mediatorial throne, and the judg-
ment of the nations by the gospel, the
revelator proceeds, in the next place,
to describe the descent of the new
covenant, Wder the metaphor of the
holy citv, new Jerusalen, coming
down from God out of heaven, as
will be seen below.

1. New heaven and a new earth. —

The new heaven and new earth here
refer to what had been said in the
11th verse of the preceding chapter :
“ And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled amway ;
and there was found no place for
them.” Now the revelator says, in
the verse before us: «“Isaw a new
heaven and a new earth ; for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed
away,” &c. The new here are the
opposite or counterpart of the o/d, and
come in to take the place of the old.
It is expressly said they were intro-
duced because « the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away.”
Now, if the new heaven and the new
earth refer to the introduction of the
gospel, what can the passing away of
the former heaven and earth refer
to, but the passing away of the
law? If so, (and who can doubt it?)
then the judgment of the nations,
small and great, was connected with
the passing away of the law, and not
with the r1ssing away of the material
heaven a1 d earth. We have already
shown that it had been the custom of
the Jewish writers, almost from the
earliest antiquity, to represent changes
among the affairs of men by changes
among the heavenly bodies — the sun,
moon, the stars; and the ardent im-
aginations of the prophets conceived
sublimer metaphors to represent the
greater changes, even the passing
away of the whole heaven, and the
earth, and the sea. There is no prin.
ciple of the interpretation of Scrip-
ture metaphors more clearly settled
than this. To describe the pussing
awayv of the religions that prevailed
before the introduction of the gospel,
but more especially that of Moses,
the sacred writers use the metaphor
of the dissolution of all things; and
hence Peter said in his cay, in con-
nection with the ¢ judging of the quick
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city, new Jerusalem, commg

and the dead,”” “ The end of all things
18 at. hand; be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer;” 1 Peter iv.
6. 7. From the lieral application
of these 80 incontestably
proved to be metaphorical, has arisen
that hage fabric of error, viz., that the
judging of the quick and the dead is
not to take place while the material
earth remaineth ; hence it is thought
that it is still future, and shall not
transpire until the resurrection of the
dead into the immortal state. Sucha
senliment rests on a total perversion
of the true sense of the Bible ; and
when that good book shall come to
be more fully understood, the whole
fabric must fall. In the forms of
speech adopted by the Jewish proph-
ets an{egreat and favorable change
might be represented by the creation
of anew heaven and a new earth. In

roof of this, see Isaiah Ixv. 17: « For

hold, I create new heavens and a new
earth ; and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.”
Now what does this mean? The
next verse will show very clearly:
“ But be ye glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create; for behold,
I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and
her people a joy.” From this it is
evident that by the creation of a new
heaven and new earth was meant a
great and favorable change in the
condition of Jerusalem. Observe the
three points: 1st. “] create new
heavens and a new earth.” 2d. «“Be
ye glad and rejoice forever in that
which I create.” 3d. “For behold, I
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her
people a joy.” The prophet then goes
on to describe the prosperous and
glorious condition of the Jews that
was to ensue, as follows: « And they
shall build houses, and inhabit them ;
and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat the fruit o}) them. They shall
not build, and another inhabit; they
shull not plant and another eat ; for as
the days of a tree are the days of my
people, and mine elect shall long enjoy

the work of their hands. They shall
not labor in vain, nor bring forth for
trouble ; for they are the seed of the
blessed of the , and their off-
spring with them. And it shall come
to pass, that before theg call, I will
answer; and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear. The wolf and
the lamb shall feed together, and the
lion shall eat straw like the bullock ;
and dust shall be the serpent’s meat.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
wy holy mountain, saith the Lord ;"
21—25. The improved condition of
Jerusalem was intended by the meta-
phor of the new heavens and new
earth as used by Isaiah ; and it was
the improved condition of mankind,
under the gospel, that was denoted by
the new heavens and new earth of the
revelator. Peter, in his second Epis.
tle, exhorted his brethren to be ¢ mind-
ful of the words which were spoken
before by the holy prophets ;" in. 2.
He then said, ¢ There shall come scoff-
ers in the last days,” i. e., the last days
of the former covenant; ver.3. By
«last days,” in this place, is meant the
same as “the end of all things;” 1
Peter iv. 7. St. Peter then proceeds
to make a distinction ‘between the
material heavens and earth and the
heavens and earth in the metaphori-
cal sense. The one was the earth
that was overflowed with water in the
time of the flood, 2 Peter iii. 5, 6,
and which has not been destroyed,
but still remains to this day ; the oth-
er were the heavens and the earth
which were [in Peter’s day] reserved
unto fire against the day of judgment
and 1perdition of ungodly men; ver.
7. This “day of judgment,” or “day
of the Lord,” is mentioped again in
vers. 10—12, as follows : “ But the day
of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night ; in the which the heavens
shall away with a great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, and the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be hurned
up. Seeing then that all these things
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down from God out of heaven,
ﬁrepared as a bride adorned for
er husband.

3 And I heard a great voice
out of heaven, saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God s with

shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy
conversation and godliness, looking
for and hasting unto the coming of
the day of God, wherein the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved,
and -the elements melt with fervent
hea' ?’ This was *“the end of all
things,” already referred to— the
passing away of the old heavens and
earth mentioned Rev. xx. 11, as fol-
lows: « From whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away ; and there
was found no place for them.” Peter
proceeds to say : ¢ Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness;” ver. 13.
Here he evidently refers to God’s
promise to create a new heaven and
a new earth, which promise we have
already quoted from the 65th chapter
of Isaiah. So the revelator, after
he had described the passing away of
the former heavens and earth, at ¢ the
day of the Lord,” or day of judg-
ment of the dead, small and great,
proceeds to speak of the coming
of the new heavens and new earth
—that is, of a very improved condi-
tion in the state of maunkind. Bat
he does it in his own style. Isaiah’s
metaphor no longer remains a mere
metaphor, but swells, in the revela-
tor’s hands, into a splendid allegory.
He not only has a new heaven and
a new earth, but a new city of Jeru-
salem also, coming down from God
out of heaven, beautifully adorned,
having a wall great and high, with
twelve gates, &c. &c. The new
heavens and the new earth denote
the improved condition about to take
place in the affairs of the world ; and
the new Jerusalem denotes the
gospel, by the means of which that
improvement is to be produced.

2. I John.—The revelator gives
his name only in i. 1, 4, 9, and in this

place, and xxii. 8. And there was a
peculiar propriety in his naming
himself here, as he was the only one
of the apostles who lived until the
descent of the new Jerusalem, or the
coming of Christ in power and glory,
took place. See John xxi. 23. How
forcible, therefore, are these words : I
John sanw.” 9§ Holy city, new Jerusalem.
— The city of Jerusalem being the
place where the worship of God was
established, and where all the pomp
and splendor of the temple-service
was seen, was called the «holy city.”
See Isaiah’s description: ¢ Awake,
awake ; put on thy strength, O Zion ;
gut on thy beautiful garments, O
erusalem, the holy city ; for hence-
forth there shall no more come
into thee the uncircumcised and the
unclean;” lii. 1. This was Jeru-
salem proper, the ¢9ld Jerusalem. It
was associated with all that was sa-
cred in the eyes of the Jews. Like
the word Zion, the very name be-
came almost a part and parcel of the
Jewish religion. It sometimes stood
metaphorically for the religion itself.
How appropriate, how beautiful, how
striking a metaphor to the Jewish
Christians was the representation of
the coming of the gospel covenant
under the figure of the holy city, —
not the old Jerusalem, but the new
city of that name, coming down from
God out of heaven. We cannot con-
ceive of an image more fitting to the
revelator’s times, or more attracting
to the Jewish Christians who were
everywhere scattered abroad. This
was the city referred to by the author
of the epistle to the Hebrews, when
he congratulates them as follows:
“ But ye are come unto mount Sion,
and unto the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels, to
the general assembly and church of
the first-born, which are writlen in
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men, and he will dwell with
them, and they shall be his peo-
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ple, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.

heaven, and to God the judge of all,
and to the spirits of just men made
perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of
the new covenant, and to the hlood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things
than that of Abel;” xii. 22—24.
Here it is called the heavenly or spirit-
wal Jerusalem, which agrees with the
description of the revelator, who
says it came down from God out of
heaven. We shall henceforward find
nothing further said in the Apoca-
lypse of the local heaven, or dwelling-
place of God, introduced into the dra-
‘ma, at chap. iv. It will be the spir-
itual heaven, the new Jerusalem,
from this place. See our note on Xxix.
5. 9 Prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. — The only meaning
here is, that it was beautifully and
appropriately adorned. The bride
prepares herself in beautiful and
fitting attire to receive the bride-
groom. See xix. 7, 8: «His wife
hath made herself ready,” &c. The
heavenly Jerusalem, i. e., the Lamb’s
wife, Sver. 9,) is gloriously attired for
his advent. Rome had been repre-
sented by a woman, and now a simi-
lar metaphor is used to represent the
new Jerusalem. They are both rep-
resented first as women, then as cities.
See xvii. 1; xix. 7, 8. Bat the first
woman is an impure harlot; the
second is a virgin bride. The first
city is idolatrous and wicked; the
second is “the holy city,” the new
Jerusalem. See our note on iii. 12.
The glory of this city we shall find
described in subsequent verses of this
chapter.

3. The tabernacle of God is with
mn.— As the holy city, the heav.
enly Jerusalem, is described as hav-
ing come down from heaven, it is
said God will henceforth dwell with
mer Zion of old was said to be
his habitation. ¢For the Lord hath
chosen Zion ; he hath desired it for
his habitation. This is my rest for-
ever: here will I dwell: for I have

desired it ;" Psa.cxxxii. 13,14. 9§ He
will dmwell with them.— During the
journey of the Israelites to Canaan,
the divine presence was supposed to
dwell in the tabernacle,—a tent, or
covering, the holiest of all places n
the sight of the Jews  After the tem
ple was built, the tabernacle was set
up therein. From these facts, any
place where God’s spiritual presence,
or image, was manifested, was called
the tabernacle of the Lord, becatse
he was supposed to dwell there.
When the Jewish religion passed
away, the Christian took its place;
when the Jewish tabernacle was abol-
ished, the Christian was set up in its
stead. ¢ But Christ being come a
high priest of good things to come,
by a greater and more perfect taber
nacle, not made with hands, that is
to say, not of this building; neither
by the blood of goats and calves, but
by his own blood, he entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us;” Heb. ix.
11, 12. Chnistians, in whom the
spirit of the Lord is seen, whose
image dwells in their hearfs, are said
to be the tabernacle, or temple of
God, and in the precise sense 100 in
which the metaphor is used by the
revelator. ¢“And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living
God ; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be
my people;” 2 Cor. vi. 16. God
came down to dwell with men spirit-
ually in the gospel; to establish new
relations with them; to make him-
self known more fully to them; to
dwell in more intimate connection ;
to make them feel that he was their
God and they were his people. The
veil of the old covenant was to be
taken away. In the temple he was
supposed to dwell beneath the taber-
nacle; under the gospel he would
dwell in men’s hearts. Isaiah. the
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4 And God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and
there shall be no mere death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, nei-
ther shall there be any more

pain : for the former things are
passed away.

6 And he that sat upon the
throne said, Behold, I make all
things new. And he said unto

evangelical prophet, seemed to catch
the same idea. “For thus saith the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy;
dwell in the high and holy place, with
him also that is of a contrite and
humbhe spirit, to revive the spirit of
the humble, and to revive the heart
of the contrite ones;” Isaiah lvii. 15.
Thus, the prophet held. that although
the high and lofty One inhabiteth
eternity, yet he dwelleth in the heart
of the contrite and humble. 9§ They
shall be his people.— To be God’s

ple, was to be a people who knew
and felt their allegiance to him; and
when he is said to be their God, and
to dwell with them, the meaning is,
that they should enjoy a large share
of the divine presence and blessing,
and all collateral prosperity. See
Zech. viii. 8 ; compare 9—15.

4. Wipe amay all tears, &c. — This
was the consequence of God dwelling
among them ; this was the new and
highly improved state of things de-
noted by the new heavens and new
earth. This description of the conse-
quences of the gospel among men is
beauntiful. Can the imagination con-
ceive of anything'more brilliant? All
tears are wiped away ; death is abol-
ished ; and neither. sorrow, nor cry-
ing, nor pain remains. These beau-
tiful metaphors were copied from the
prophet Isaiah. “He will swallow
up death in victory; and the Lord
God will wipe away tears from off all
faces ; and the rebuke of his people
shall he take away from off all the
earth: for the Lord hath spoken it;”
xxv. 8. It is supposed that Isaiah
was looking forward to the coming
of the gospel, and was foretelling the
glorious consequences that would ree
sult from that great system of divine
grace. Paul extends the langnage
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of the prophet even tc the abolition
of deatg at the time of the general
resurrection of mankind ;”” 1 Cor. xv.
In his view, it will be then
that God shall wipe tears from all
faces ; and cause death, and sorrow,
and sighing, to cease forever. We
have found these glorious conse-
quences of the gospel before referred
toin the Apocal{pse; see vii. 17. Itis
uliarly worthy of observation, that
aul did not believe that all the con-
sequences of the gospel would be fully
realized until the immortal.resurrec-
tion of the dead. These consequences
may be realized in part in the present
world; but in his view the whole
force of the passage is not here felt.
91 The former things are passed away.
— The meaning iere 1s, that the
former state of things should no more
be known. The prophet had said,
when speaking of the new state of
things denoted by the new heavens
and new earth: “And the former
shall not be remembered, nor come
into mind ;" Isa. Ixv. 17. The reve-
lator expresses the same idea by say-
ing, ¢“the former things are passed
away.” The Christians were contin-
vally reminded of their former or
unconverted state, and of the deeds
thereof, as things to be specially
avoided in their new condition. Their
« former conversation” was put off ;
Eph. iv. 22; and they were not to
fashion themselves according to their
“former lusts;” 1 Pet. i. 14. Thus
with the Christian, the former things
must pass away. But more of this
under the next verse. .
5. I make all things new.— The

whole design here is to show that the
gospel was designed to produce an
improved condition of the world — an
entirely new state. This is begun in
the heart of every believer. If he



me, Write : for these words are
true and faithful.
6 And he said unto me, It is
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done. Iam Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end. 1
will give unto him that is athirst

has been brought to the knowledge
of the truth, and knows and feels that
Christ is his Lord, and lives accord-
ingly, he is translated thereby into a
new state. Hence Paul said: «If
any man be in Christ, he is & new
creature ; old things are passed away ;
behold, all things are become new ;”
2 Cor. v. 17. When the house of
Israel turned from their wicked ways,
to serve God, the change was de-
scribed by very striking figures. To
forsake wickedness was to ‘“turn to
the Lord;” Isa. lv. 7. To become
disgusted with vice, and to be brought
to love the ways of the Lord, was
described by the prophet as follows :
“Make you a new heart and a new
spirit ; for why will ye die, O house
of Israel?” Ezk. xviii. 31. These
forms of speech, so clearly metaphor-
ical, are preserved in the New Testa-
ment. Hence, the change from false
religion to Christianity was called a
new creation, or regeneration; a new
birth ; the Christian was a new crea-
ture ; 2 Cor. v. 17 ; he “put on the
new man ;’ Eph. iv. 24; Col. iii.
10 ; he entered the ¢ new Jerusalem,”
and had a “new name ;7 Rev. iii.
12; a “new song was put in his
mouth,” because he had a new occa-
sion of rejoicing; v.9; xiv. 3. How
strikingly true, then, when God sent
the new covenant into the world, was
the assurance, ¢ Behold, I make all
things new.” 9 Write: for these
words are true and ({aithful.—Things
that were to be understood, that were
to be remembered, and that were of
vast importance to men, it was cus-
tomary to command them to write.
They were not to be left to be trans.
mitted by tradition. Hence Moses
was commanded to write the words
of the law; Exod. xxxiv. 27. To
write a thing on the tablet of the
seart, was to impress 1t deeply there.
The revelator was commanded to
_vnite these things, because they were

true and faithful, and of vast impor-
tance to men, worthy of special record,
and of being transmitted by this sure
method from age to age.

6. It is dome.— The phrase «it 1s
done” is to be understood here, it is
determined, it is certain. As if the
spirit had said to the revelator, What
I have written to you is true and
faithful, and the events which I have
foretold shall certainly come to 5
It is determined in the decrees of him
who is able to fulfil his pleasure.
9 Alpha and Omega. — He 1s Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the
end. Alpha is the first letter and
Omega the last of the Greek alphabet.
To say that God is Alpha and ega,
is to say that he is the first and the
last, the beginning and the end. See
Rev. i. §; xxii. 13. § Water of life.
— To show the efficacy of the gospel
in healing the moral maladiesot men,
it is represented under the metaphor
of water, and more especially of the
“water of life.” See Isa. lv. 1.
Examine, also, the beautiful allegory
that occurred in the course of the
conversation between Jesus and the
woman of Samaria at Jacob's well,
John iv. 10—15. Here Jesus com-
pares his gospel to living water ; and
the wants of men destitute of the
gospel are represented by thirst.
There is something in the gospel
which completely satisfies the moral
wants of mankind, as water satisfies
the thirsting man; and the gospel
furnishes a satisfaction so full and
complete to the human soul, that he
who receives it, it is said, ¢ shall
never thirst.” One of the great and
leading consequences of the gospel is
referred to here. It wipes away all
tears, abolishes death, removes sor-
row, and crying, and pain, and in
this way gives men perfect satisfac-
tion. hen, therefore, he that sat
upon the throne said, It is done. — [
have the power to fulfil what I have
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of the fountain of the water of
nfe freely.

7 He that overcometh shall
mbherit all things ; and I will be
his God, and he shall be my son.

8 But the fearful, and unbe-
lieving, and the abominable, and
murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in

said, — I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, he adds, as
the great and leading consequence uf
all this, «I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water
of life freely.” As if he had said,
that system 1s now set up which is to

supply all the moral wants of the
worrd. See Rev. vii. 17, and xxii.
17

7. He that overcometh. —1It is the
Christian’s duty to overcome the
world. Jesus overcame the world;
John xvi. 33. The coadjutors of the
beast made war upon the Lamb, and
he overcame them; Rev. xvii. 14.
John said: “For whatsoever is born
of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith. Who is
he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the
Son of God?” 1 John v. 4,5. The
whole of this may be expressed in
one word, the Christian is not to be
overcome of evil, but is to overcome
evil with good ; Rom. xii. 21. 9 Shall
inherit all things.—He that over-
cometh, i. e., he that remains firmly
attached to the principles of the gos-

1in the midst of persecution, ¢ shall
inherit all things.” All things, here,
signify all those blessings of which
the revelator had been speaking. I
will be his God ; —1i. e., I will be his
portion, I will be his protector, I will
appear in a near and important rela-
tion to him, like that of a God and a
father.

8. The fearful and unbelieving. —
The opposite class from those men-
tionel in the last verse are here
intended, viz., those who had not
been brought to the knowledge of the
ruth, orif they had, had not remained
steadfast. They were fearful ; lheg
did not embrace Christianity, throug

want of courage and fortitude to bear
the perils of being Christians. They
were unbelieving. Faith gains the
victory; 1 John v. 4, 10; and these
had it not. They were abominable,
for they were guilty of the worst of
vices, those that were most degrading
to men. They were murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and liars,—and no wonder
they were said to be abominable.
91 Shall have their part in the lake, &c.
— Now these could not enter into the
kingdom of God. St. Paul said:
“Know ye not that the unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of God ?
Be not received; neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, nor thieves, nor cov-
etous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners, shall inherit the
kingdom of God;” 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10.
No wonder, then, that the revelator
said, they “shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone: which 1s the second
death.” The Christians bad part in
the new Jerusalem. They did “eat
of the tree of life in the midst of the
paradise of God;” Rev. ii. 7; they
“ were not hurt of the second death ;”
ii. 11; they eat of the hidden manna,
and had a white stone given to them,
and in that stone a new name; ii.
17; they had “power over the na-
tions;” ii. 26; they were clothed in
white raiment, their names were in
the book of life, and they were con-
fessed before God; iii. §; they were
pillars in the temple of God ; and the
name of God and the Lamb was
written upon them, and the name
of the New Jerusalem ; iii. 12; they
sat with Jesus on his throne, as he
sat with his Father; iii. 21. Thus
was the part the Christians enjoyed.



the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstene: which is
the second death.

These metaphors were used to de-
scribe their happy state, even in the
midst of outward trials and persecu-
tions. The worshippers of the beast
had no rest day nor night; but
those who were crucified with Christ
rested from their labors and suffer-
ings, when the persecuting power
was destroyed, and their works of
success followed them; xiv. 10—13.
Peace reigned in their souls. But
the unbelievers were in an entirely
opposite condition, described by op
site metaphors. They had ¢« their
part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone : which is the sec-
ond death.” This lake of fire we
have fully explained, under Rev. xix.
20; xx. 10, 14, 15. It was.a meta-
hor to represent utter destitution.
he exKression is made intensive, to
show the lost and undone condition
of those who were deterred by fear
and vice from embracing the gospel.
The slightest proof has not been dis-
covered, in the whole Apocalypse,
that these metaphors refer at all to
the future state. 9 Which is the
second death. — In Ezekiel's metaphor
of the valley of dry bones, the Jews
were represented not merely as dead,
but wasted away; their flesh was
entirely gone, and their bones were
dry; they were twice dead. The
figure was made thus intensive to
show their absolutely lost and undone
condition withoat the help of God.
So in the case before us. The unbe-
lievers were cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone. Not that this was
done actually; no one puts such a
construction upon the words. Juda
ism and heathenism were to be actu-
ally deslroiyed by the power of the
gospel ; and the poor subjects of them
were to remain in an absolutely lost
and undone condition as long as they
remained such subjects. They had
their part 1n the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone, the opposite
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9 And there came unto me
one of the seven angels, which
had the seven vials full of the

condition from that which the Chris-
tians enjoyed. But does the reve-
lator intend that persons in this con-
dition can never be brought into the
kingdom of God? Certainly not.
For then how should tears be wiped
from all faces? how shculd the rest
of the dead live; xx. §; those who
had not partaken in the first resur-
rection ? how should the final harvest,
that was to follow the first fruits, be
gathered in? how could it be said,
there .shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying, nor pain? xxi. 4.
It will be remembered, that when
Paul said absolutely,. “ The unright-
eous shall not inherit the kingdom of
God,” he was particular to remark to
the Christians, « SUCH mere some of
you; but ye are wasHep, ye are
SANCTIPIED, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
spirit of our God;” 1 Cor. vi. 11.

his explains the whole matter.
While men are in the state of sin
which we have described, they are
not in the kingdom of God, and can-
not be ; but they may be washed, and

urified, and fitted for that kingdom.

e have shown incontestably that
fire and brirastone are metaphors for
temporal calamities.
these figures to he parallel to the fur-
nace of fire into which the Jews were
cast; Matt. xiii. 42. Those who
wish to know whether this fire is a
metaphor of temporal judgments may
consult Isaiah xxxi.9; Ezk. xxiu.
17—22. Give particular attention tc
the passages here referred to.

9. One of the seven angels. — We
now come to a new section in the
chapter. The revelator had given
assurance of the coming of a much
improved state of things, under the
metaphor of the new heavens and
new earth. This was to be done by
means of the gospel, which was re;
resented by the J:scem of the holy
city, new Jerusalem, from heaven.

We consider .
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seven last plagues, and talked
with me, saying, Come hither,
I will show thee the bride, the
Lanmb’s wife.

10 And he carried me away
in the spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me that
great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from

God.

11 Having the glory of God:
and her light was like unte
a stone most precious, even
like a jasper-stone, clear as
crystal ;

12 And had a wall great and
high, and had twelve gates,
and at the gates twelve angels,
and names written thereon,
which are the names of "the

The consequences of the establish-
ment of the gospel are then described,
such as the wiping away of all tears,
and the utter abolishing of death, and
sorrow and crying. All things shall
be made new. He that overcometh
shall inherit all the blessings, while
the fearful, unbelieving, &c., shall
suffer not only the deprivation thereof,
bat the punishments indicated by the
lake of fire. Such are the subjects
of the preceding verses. But at the
9th verse, the revelator proceeds to a
more particular description of the
holy city, new Jernsalem. And to
introdace this, he states, that one of
the seven angels who had the seven,
last plagues, xv. 1, talked with him
saying, “Come hither, I will show
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife;”
xix. 7. The figure of a woman
is frequently aused to represent the
church, and sometimes the gospel
covenant; Gal. iv. 24—26. The
bride, in this case, was the new
Jerusalem, as subsequent verses will
show.

10. Shomwed me the great city. — The
carrying of the revelator to an ex-
ceeding high mountain is altogether
scenic, like the angel standing in the
sun; xix. 17. The angel showed
him that great city, the holy Jerusa-
lem, descending out of heaven from
God. This spiritual city was the
bride, which the angel had promised
to show him ; ver. 9; and it was the
new Jerusalem mentioned ver. 2.
The Jews had the custom of describ-
ng the enslaving and carrying away
of a people into éa!:ivity, undr the

1

metaphor of the destruction of a city ;
and so the return from captivity, or
the renewed prosperity of a people,
was represented, on the contrary, by
planning and building a new city on
a scale of great magnificence. The
example which the revelator follows
may be found in Ezekiel, chap. xli.—
xlvi. — (Lightfoot’s Works, i1. 367.)

11. glory of God.— This holy
city, new Jerusalem, was full of the
glory of God; Isaiah Ix. 1, 2. The
covenant of the gospel was the more
perfect exhibition of the glory of God,
which the world hath ever seen.
91 Jasper stone.— The jasper was a
beautiful stone, sometimes purple,
sometimes cerulean and sometimes
green. The stone spoken of here
was clear as crystal. The Holy
One is said to have had the appear-
ance of a jasper and a sardine stone;
iv. 3. The hght of the new Jerusa-
lem was like that reflected from a
beautiful jasper, clear as crystal.
It was clear, it was bright, and yet
not painful to the eve. See Isaiah
liv. 11, 12, and lviii. 8.

12. A wall great and high.—In
setting forth the beauties and ex-el-
lencies of the new Jerusalem, all tha.
would be great, and glorious, and
necessary in an earthly city, is here
brought in. Hence mention is made
of the wall great and high, which
can mean nothing as appertaining te
new Jerusulem, but is put into the
description merely to make the im-
age of the city complete. Cities, of
old, were built with walls, which
were one of their principal means of



twelve tribes of the children of
[srael.

13 On the east, three gates;
on the north, three gates; on
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the south, three gates; and om
the west, three gates.

14 And the wall of the city
had twelve foundations, and in

strength and defence. The prophet
Isaiah said, God appoints ¢ salvation
for walls and bulwarks;” Isa. xxvi.
1; Ix. 10—18. 9 Tiwelve gates.—
Many very wise speculations have
been made about the twelve gates,
with the twelve angels, &c. The
gates, in our judgment, are mentioned
only because there must be gatesto a
city which has walls, otherwise there
can be no entrance. The number
twelve was chosen because it was a
famous sacred number with the Jews,
on account of the number of the
tribes; and as, if there be gates,
there must be janitors or gate-keepers,
so an angel is placed at each gate.
The names of the tribes were engraved
upon the gates, to show who resided
within the walls. The twelve tribes
here are to be understood metaphor-
ically, as in chapter vii. 5—8.

13. Three gates. — Hammond, with-
out the acuteness he frequently shows,
supposes that ¢ these entrances, three
toward every quarter, denote the
coming in of men from all quarters of
the world to the faith of Christ, or
doctrines of the gospel, and their
baptism, their sacrament of admission
to all, performed by a threefold im-
mersion, [as there were three gates on
each side,] and profession of faith in
the three persons, Father, Son and
Holy Ghost.”—(Com. on the place.)
Metaphors were not designed to be
treated in this manner. They are not
to be explained and applied in every
point. The object of the revelator
was to show a very beautiful and
perfect city, to represent the spiritual
city or the new Jerusalem. And as
there must be gates where there are
walls, and as twelve gates answered
to the twelve tribes, and as no cit
has all its gates on one side of it, it
was a very natural division of them
to pat three in each wall, facing the

four cardinal points of the compass.
We certainly cannot see any propriety
in any other supposition touching this
verse ; but there are persons who can
discover images and proofs of the
trinity wherever the number three
is mentioned.

14. Twelve foundations.— As the
revelator had mentioned the twelve
tribes, whose names he had represent
ed as being engraved upoa the twelve
gates, so he had a desire to mention
the twelve apostles also. He there-
fore supposed the city to have twelve
principal foundations, and on these
were placed the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. This agrees
precisely with the beautiful metaphor
of the apostle : ¢ Now, therefore, ye
are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and
of the household of God ; and are built
upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief corner-stone ; in whom
all the building, fitly framed together,
groweth unto a holy temple in the
Lord: in whom ye also are builded
together, for a habitation of God
through the spirit;” Eph. ii. 19—22,
Does not this show that the revelator
was not describing things that are to
take place after the immortal resur-
rection, but the state of the church on
earth? Peter was one of the principal
stones in this foundation. See Matt.
xvi. 18. If the revelator was describ-
ing the state of the church on earth,
does it not show that all that is de-
scribed in the twentieth chapter must
be on the earth? If it had been a
judgment after the immortal resurrec-
tion, which is described in the twen-
tieth chapter, how is it that we find
the church still described as existing
on the earth?

. 15. Measure the city. — As, accord.
ing to the style of the prophets, it
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them the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

15. And he that talked with
me, had a golden reed to meas-
ure the city, and the gates
thereof, and the wall thereof.

16 And the city lieth four-
square, and the length is as
large as the breadth: and he
measured the city with the reed,
twelve thousand furlongs. The
length, and the breadth, and the
height of it are equal.

17 And he measured the wall
thereof, a hundred and forty
and four cubits, according to the
measure of a man, that is, of the
angel.

367

18 And the building of the
wall of it was of jasper : and the
city was pure gold, like unto
clear glass.

19 And the foundations of
the wall of the city were gar-
nished with all manner of pre-
cious stones. The first foun-
dation was jasper; the second,
sapphire; the third, a chalce-
dony ; the fourth, an emerald.

20 The fifth, sardonyx; the
sixth, sardius; the seventh,
chrysolite ; the eighth, beryl:
the ninth, a topaz; the tenth,
a chrysoprasus; the ‘eleventh
a jacinth; the twelfth, an ame
thyst.

became necessary to give the meas.
urement of the city, [Ezek. xl. 3;
Zech. ii. 1; Rev.xi. 1,] so the revela-
tor supposed the angel that talked
with him to have a golden reed in his
hand, for the purpose of measuring
the city, the gates, and the wall.
These things show how fully he was
instructed in the style of the proph-

ets.

16. Twelve thousand furlongs.—
These dimensions were surely imagi-
nary. Everything is made conform-
able to the most exact rule. The city
is in the form of a cube — the length,
breadth, and height, are equal. It is
an extraordinary city, constracted
with the most exquisite art, but is
surely metaphorical.

17. An hundred and forty and four
cubits. — Twelve times twelve cubits
—the number twelve still iwelling in
his mind. A cubit is the ordinary
length of the human arm, from the
elbow (cubitus) to the tip of the
longest finger. The revelator says,
although he was talking with™ the
angel, that he intended the cabit of
ordinary length; i. e., according to
the measure of a man.

18. Of jasper.— Having got through

the measurement, he now comes to
speak of the external beauty, richness
and glory of this imaginary city.
The wall seemed to be of itself like
jasper-stone, beautiful, very brilliant,
and yet not painful to behold. § Pure
gold. —The city was rich beyond
all comparison, being built of gold,
polished to that high degree, that,
although gold, it had still, for transpa-
rency, the appearance of glass.

19, 20. All manner of precious stones.
— The foundations of the city repre-
sented the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
These foundations are represented as
being ornamented with twelve kinds
of precious stoues, like the breastplate
of the high priest. These stones were
set one for each tribe, as a kind of
sign of that tribe. See Exod. xxxviii
17—21. It was perhaps from this
fact that a covering of precious stones
came to signify the highest state of
glory, rrosperit and riches. So the
original state of Tyre was expressed :
¢ Thou hast been in Eden, the garden
of God ; every precious stone was thy
covering, the sardius, topaz, and the
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the
jasper, the sapphire, the cmerald, and
the carbuncle, and gold. the work



21 And the twclve gates were
twelve pearls; every several
gate was of one pearl; and the
street of the city was pure gold,
as it were transparent glass.

22 And I saw no temple
therein ; for the Lord God Al-
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mighty and the Lamb are the
temple of it.

23 And the city had no need
of the sun, neither of the moon,
to shine in it: for the glory of
God did lighten it, and the
Lamb is the light thereof.

manship of thy tabrets and of thy
pipes was prepared in thee in the day
that thou wast created;” Ezekiel
xxviii. 13. The foundations of the
Lew Jerusalem were garnished in the
kighest possible degree. The whole
intent is to make the metaphor trans-
cendently glorious. The revelator
cupies from the prophets.

21. Twelve pearls. — Pearls were
of great value; and were used as
representations of the most precious
things ; Matt. vii.6. They were used
for personal ornaments, as they are
to this day; 1 Tim.ii.9. Each of
the gates was said to be of one pearl
— a thing impossible in itself, because
the pearl being found in a fish, no
one could have been obtained large
enough for a gate of a city, much less
a city-of such dimensions. This
clearly shows that the expression was
hyperbolical, and that the design was
to describe a city of exceeding rich-
ness, adorned in the highest manner,
as a metaphor of the gospel, or coven-
ant of God, in which he dwells with
mea. We repeat a remark made be-
fore, that the Jews were accustomed
to represent the enslaving of a people
under the metaphor of the destruction
of a city ; and a return from captivity,
or a renewed or increased state of
prosperity, was represented by the
rebuilding of a city. It is so in the
case before us. It is measured with

eat exdctness, but the whole, surely,
1s metaghorical.

22. [ saw no temple theremn. — In
the old city of Jerusalem there was a
temple; i. e., an outward, literal, tem-

le; but there was no such temple
in the new Jerusalem; yet the new
tity was not without a temple in the

highest and most important sense, for
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are the temple of it. God was present
in this Jerusalem in a nearer and
more definite sense than he had been

resent in the former. In the new

erusalem his presence will not be
confined to place. There is no need
of an outward temple ; he is himself
the temple. He dwelleth not now in
temples made with bands; Acts xvii.
24. The worship of God under the
new cuvenant is confined to no place.
Jesus said to the woman of Samaria,
« Woman, believe me, the hour com-
eth when ye shall, neither in this
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, wor-
ship the Father ;”” John iv.21. «But
the hour cometh, and now is, when
the true worshippers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth; for
the Father seeketh such to worship
him.”

“ Where’er the saints assemble now,
There is a house for God.”

23. The glory of God did lighten it.
— It was a spiritual city —the sua
need not shine upon it. The glory
of God made it radiant; the san of
righteousness shed upon 1t its beams.
Its light was spiritual light. The
Jews, who abounded in the richest
metaphors, were accustomed to say,
when the glory of God was peculiarly
manifested in a place, that it had no
longer the need of the sun and moown.
See Isaiah Ix. 18—20: “Violence
shall no more be heard in thy land,
wasting nor destruction within thy
borders; but thou shalt call thy walls
Salvation and thy gates Praise. The
sun shall be no more thy light by
day ; neither for brightness shall the
moon give light unto thee; bat thy
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24 And the nations of them
which are saved shall walk in
the light of it: and the kings of
the earth do bring their glory
and honor into it.

25 And the gates of it shall
not be shut at all by day: for
there shall be no night there.

26 And they shall bring the

glory and honor of the nations
into it.

27 And there shall in no
wise enter into it anything
that defileth, neither whatso-
ever worketh abomination, or
maketh a lie; but they which
are written in the Lamb’s book
of life.

Lord shall be unto thee an everlast-
ing light, and thy God thy glory.
Thy sun shall no more go down;
neither shall thy moon withdraw it-
self ; for the Lord shall be thine ever-
lasting light, and the d:(.{s of thy
mourning shall be ended.” The
revelator applies the metaphors of the
prophets to the superior beauty and
radiance of the gospel.

24. Them which are saved. — The na-
tions of them that are saved were
those who had been brought to the
knowledge of the truth, and saved
thereby. The Christians were called
the saved ; 1 Cor. i. 18. They were
saved from error, sin, and moral death.
9 Walk in the light of it.— They
walked in the light of the new Jeru-
salem. Before the coming of Christ,
the people walked in darkness; Isa.
ix. ;e When he came, they saw a
great light. But they did not all walk
in that light; some continued in dark-
ness. The saved, however, walked
in the light of the new Jerusalem.
9 Bring their glory, &c.— And as
kings, in building up an earthly city,
use their immense influence and
treasures, to bring glory and honor to
it, they are said to do the same here:
“And kings shall be thy nursing
fathers, and their queens thy nursing
mothers ; they shall bow down to thee
with their face toward the earth; and
lick up the:1ust of thy feet; and thou
shalt know that I am the Lord: for
they shall vt be ashamed that wait
for me ;” Isa. xlix. 23. In describing
the glory of Solomon’s kingdom, the
Psalmist said, ¢ The kings of Tarshish
and of the isles shall bring presents ;

the kings of Sheba and Seba shall
offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall
down before him; all nations shall
serve him ;” Psa. Ixxii. 10, 11.

25, 26. — Shall not be shut. — The
figure here is principally quoted from
Isaiah, to whom the revelator became
frequently indebted : « Therefore thy
gates shall be open continually ; they
shall not be shut day nor night ; that
men may bring unto thee the forces
of the Gentiles, and that their kings
may bebrought ;" Isa. Ix. 11. Inearth-
ly cities the gates are shut at night,
to exclude thieves and enemies, and
to avoid surprise. But as there is no
night in the new Jerusalem, these
precautions would be unnecessary.

27. Anything that defileth. — All glo- .
ry ang all honor will be conferred
upon the new Jerusalem, that the
nations can bring. Everything that
defileth will be excluded from it, be-
cause ‘“the unrighteous cannot in-
herit the kingdom of God.” They
must be hed, and ctified, and
saved, before they can enter. ~Only the
saved shall walk in the light of it,
those whose names are enrolled among
the Christian believers, in the Lamb’s
book of life. The conclusion of this
description will be found in the next
chapter.

CHAPTER XXIIL

Preliminary Remarks.—In the pre-
ceding chapter we found an account
of the descent of the new Jerusalem
from heaven ; and a description of it
under the figure of an earthly city,
This description had not closed at the
end of the chapter, but is continuned t¢
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CHAPTER XXIL

ND he showed me a pure

\L river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb.

REVELATION.

2 In the midst of the strcet
of it, and on either side of the
river, was there the tree of life,
which bare twelve manner of
fruits, and yielded her fruit.ev-
ery month: and the leaves of

the end of the fifth verse of the chap-
ter now before us.

1. Pure river of the water of life. —
The throne of God is supposed by the
revelator to be set up in the new Je-
rusalem. It is a divioe kingdom in
which God reigns in conjunetion with
the Son, and of course the throne of
God and the Lamb is represented as
being there. See verse 3. From the
throne ot God and the Lamb, or from
under the throne, came out a pure
river of the water of life, clear as
crystal. Notbing adds more to the

beauty, comfort, and health of a city,.

than a river running through it. In
describing a perfect city, therefore,
the river is introduced. Inthe garden
of Eden, the perfection of beauty,
there was the river to water it; Gen.
ii. 10. But unquestionably the reve-
lator had his mind on Ezekiel’s de-
scription of the city. Ezekiel had
thereby prefigured the happyestate of
the Jews after their return from cap-
tivity. As he had greﬁgured their
return to Jerusalem the resurrec-
tion in the valley that had been filled
with dry bones, so he proceeds to de-
scribe a city for them to dwell in. As
the Christians, by the help of God,
were to overcome Gog and Magog,
viz.,, their spiritual enemies, they
must have a spiritual city to dwell in,
and the new Jerusalem was that city.
And as Ezekiel saw the waters issue
out from under the threshold of the
house eastward, xlvii. 1, so here, in
the new Jerusalem, the waters issue
from beneath the throne. The waters
which Ezekiel saw were healing, liv-
ing waters: “ Everything shall live,
(said the prophet,) whither the river
cometh ;”’ ver.9. So in the revela-
tor’s description, the water is called
the « water of life. clear as crystal ”

2. Oncither side of the river. — This
description is clearly taken from Eze-
kiel, as well as that of the preceding
verse. Hear what the prophet says:
“And by the river, upon the bank
thereof, on this side and on that side,
shall grow all trees for meat, whose
leaf shall not fade, neither shall the
fruit thereof be consumed; it shall
bring forth new fruit according to his
months, because their waters they
issued out of the sanctuary; and the
fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the
leaf thereof for medicine;” xlvii. 12.
In the description of a beautiful gar-
den, how is the scene heightened by
the introduction of a pure stream of
water. See Solomon’s description -
“Thy plants are an orchard of pome
granate, with pleasant fruits; cam-
phire, with spikenard, spikenard and
saffron ; calamus and cinnamon, with
all trees of frankincense; myrrh and
aloes, with all the chief spices; a
fountain of gardens, a well of living
waters, and streams from Lebanon ;”
Song,iv.13—15. § Treeof life. —In
Ezekiel’s description, the healing tree,
or tree of life, was seen on. either
bank of the river, yielding its frait
monthly, the leaves of which were for
medicine. The revelator paints a
street on each side of the niver, and
between the street and the brink of
the river on either side grew the tree
of life. Not that there was one tree
only; but that all the trees were of
that species. They were all the tree
of life. 9 Yielded her fruit every month.
— And this tree bore its fruit every
month. It is not intended that the
tree bore twelve different kinds ot
fruit, for no tree does this; but it af-
forded twelve harvests in the year
It is said the tree bore twelve frunts;
and this is explained by the re
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the tree were for the healing of
the nations.

3 And there shall be no more
curse: but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it;

o B

and his servants shall serve him *
4 And they shall see his face ;
and his name shall be :m their
foreheads.
5 And there shall be no night

mark, that it yielded its fruit every
month. 9§ The leaves of the tree were
for the healing of the nations. — It
might truly then be called the tree of
life. Its very leaves were of a heal-
ing quality. This language in respect
0 the nations shows, that by the new
Jerusalem the revelator was not de-
scribing the immortal state of man,
but a happy state on the earth, where
nations exist. Although Professor
Stuart maintains that by the new
Jerusalem the revelator intended ¢ the

abode of the faithful servants of
the Redeemer,” (ii. 389,) yet on this
verse he is constrained to acknowl.
edge, that “the distant nations may’
derive healing and life-preserving vir-
tue from the leaves of the trees, car.
ried abroad and distributed among
them.” This would seem to show
that the tree of life was a blessing en-
joyed on the earth. In the preceding
chapter it had been said, concerning
the new Jerusalem, ¢ And the pations
of them which are saved shall walk in
the light of it; and the kings of the
earth do bring their glory and honor
unto it;” xxi. 24. Is it possible this
can be a description of the immortal
state? Every one must sge it is not.
How, then, can the events of the twen-
tieth chapter be referred to the future
wor!d? The events of that chapter
certainly transpired before those de-
scribed in xxi. and xxii.

3. There shall be no more curse. —
Everything evil shall be excluded
from the new Jerusalem, for the
throne of Gad and the Lamb is there.
In Zechariah’s description of the re-
newed state of Jerusalem, he says:
¢ And men shall dwell in it, and there
shall be no more utter destruction ; but
Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited ;’
giv. 11. Blessed with the river of
life, and the tree of life how copld

any curse remain? Everything should
live whither the river should come.
Death, therefore, shall be entirely re-
moved ; and as the leaves of the tree
are for the healing of the nations,
there cannot remain any curse in the
new Jerusalem. 9 The thrune of
God shall be there. — This seems bor-
rowed from Ezekiel’s description of
the renovated Jerusalem. It was
round about eighteen thousand meas-
ures; and the name of the city from
that day shall be, THE LoRrD IS THERE ;"
Ezk. xlviii. 35. The description re-
sembles very strikingly a passage in
the previous part of the Apocalypse,
where the revelator was treating more
particularly of the Jews. < Therefore
are they before the throne of God, and
serve him day and night in his tem-
ple: and he that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them. They shail
hunger no more, neither thirst any
more ; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of water; and God
shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes;” Rev. vii. 15—17. How truly
was it said, ¢ Therc shall be no more
carse.” ¢ His servants shall serve
him.”

4. They shall see his face. — To see
God’s face means to live in hear com-
munion with him. Thus we read:
¢ Blessed are the pure in heart; for
they shall sce God;” Matt.v.8. Tp
see the Lord is, bg' some, supposed to
signify being in his immediate pres-
ence in the immortal world ; and it
is thought the passage intimates that
sqme wi)l never thus see him. But,
however true it 1s that all men must
be ‘perl'e;:tly holy before they can be
perfectly happy in the future life, still
the phrase to see God is used, by the
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there ; and they need no candle,
neither light of the sun; for the
Lord God giveth them light:

REVELATION.

and they shall reign forever and
ever.
6 And he said unto me, These

Hebrew writers, to denote a state of
spiritua. honor and enjoyment in the
resent life. The expression arose
rom the customs of the eastern kings.
#To behold the king’s face, was con-
sidered an honor and happiness;
much more to see it habitnally, that
is, to be employed in his immediate
service, and to enjoy his favor. Thas,
also, the expression to see God signi-
fies to experience his friendshig, and
to be admitted to the greatest happi-
ness in his presence; whereas, not to
3ee him is to be shut out from his favor,
and to be under his awful displeasure.
Christ says of his humblest followers,
that in heaven their angels do almways
bdehold the face of his heavenly Father;
referring to the usage of earthly
courts, where such as always behold
the monarch’s face were highest in
office and regard. By this he signi-
fied, that these little ones had a pow-
erful interest in heaven, and were
peculiarly dear to God himself; so
that it became men to take heed how
they despised them; Matt. xviii. 10.
To sit next the king, especially on his
right hand, was a mark of the highest
honor and dignity ; 1 Kings ii. 10;
Matt. xx. 20—23 ; Heb. i.3.” — (Neo-
tn’s Biblical Antiquities, i. 247.) § His
name shall be in their foreheads ; i. e.,
‘shall be written in the most conspic-
uous place. Their profession shall be
very open ; they shall be known un-
doubtedly as the servants of God.
The same figure has occurred before
in the Apocalypse: «Him that over-
cometh, will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no
more out, and I will write upon him
the name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, which is New
Jerusalem, which cometh down out
f heaven from my God : and I will
write upon him my new name;” iii.
12. See, also, vii. 3; xiv. 1.
5. Need no candle, neither bight of
ohe swn — This is a repetition of what

was said xxi. 23, 25, and we refer the
reader to the remarks on those verses.
These metaphors of the fulness and
beauty of God’s house, of the river of
water, the fountain of life, and the
special light of God's corutenance, are
very ancient. “ They shall be abun-
dantly satisfied with the 1atness of thy
house; and thou shalt make them
drink of the river of thy pleasures.
For with thee is the fountain of life;
in thy light shall we see light ;”” Psa.
xxxvi. 8, 9. The metaphor of the
reign, we have shown, is of frequent
occurrence in the Apocalypse, and in
other parts of the Bible. See ii. 26,
27; iii. 21; iv. 4; v. 10; xi. 17; xx

4, 6. Thus the revelator brings to a
close the description of the new Je.
rusalem, commenced at the tenth
verse of the preceding chapter. Why
the division of the chapters should
bhave been made as it was, we cannot
imagine. Why were the first five
verses of this chapter separated from
that which preceded them? We adopt
the language of Professor Stuart: —
« What could have induced the author
of the division of the New Testament
into chapters to disjoin the first five
verses, it is difficult to see. They be-
long inseparably to the preceding de-
scription. A new chapter should have
begun with xxii. 6, which commences
the epilogue to the book. But itis
useless to complain of these unskilfal
separations now. The Scriptures
have so long been printed and quoted
in their present form, that the mistake
cannot be well retrieved.” — (Com.,

il. 387, note.)

CONCLUSION OF THE APOCALYPSE,

‘We have now come to the epilogue,
or conclusion, of the work  This is di-
vided into three parts. 1st. The con-
cluding remarks of the angel, whe
had been sent by God, ¢to show unto
his servants things which must shortl
come to pass;” i.1 The whole boo;
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sayings are faithful and true.
And the Lord God of the holy
prophets sent his angel to show
unto his servants the things
.which must shortly be done.

373
7 Behold, I come quickly:

‘blessed is he that keepeth the

sayings of the prophecy of this
book.
8 And I John saw these

of Revelation, from the very com-
mencement of it to the fifth verse of
chnngter xxii., is the communication
made by that angel to the revelator.
Then follow the angel's conclud-
ing remarks. 2d. The remarks of
the Lord Jesus, confirming what the
revelator had said, extending from
verse 12 to verse 20. 3d. The bene-
diction of the revelator. And, 1st,
the concluding words of the angel;
vers. 6—11.

6. He said unto me.— Since the
work, in the main, is here completed,
the angel redissures the revelator of
the truth of his words. This is the
same angel mentioned i. 1, who had
revealed the whole matter.of the book ;
— he said, at the conclusion, to the
revelator, “ The sayings are faithful
and true,” — a solemn declaration of
their truth and importance. This was
not an uncommon form of speech.
See xix. 9; xxi. 5. 9 The Lord God
of the holy prophets. — Well might the
angel speak of the Deity in these
terms. The revelator had himself
been a diligent student of the proph-
ets. The great truths that had been
urged by him had been previously fore-
told by them. He was himself'a proph-
et, for he foretold future events —
things which were shortly to come to
pass. He claimed to be instructed to
make those communications by the
Lord God of the holy propbets ; so that
the same divine character was to be
ascribed to his book which the Jews
had been accustomed to ascribe to the
prophecies of old. ¥ Sent his angel.
— This Lord God of the holy prophets
had sent his angel to testify these
things to-John, his servant. See the
following : “ The Revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave unto him, to
shew unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pgg; and he

sent and signified it dy his angel unto
his servant John;” i. 1. hus we
see, that he reisserts, at the close of
the book, what he had declared at its
beginning. § Shortly bedone. — And
observe, the angel, who opened the
whole matter to him, showed him
nothing except what was shortly to
come to pass. Mark this well. How,
then, can it be supposed that the prin-
cipal judgments mentioned in this
book have not yet taken place? The
angel showed unto the revelator only
“the things which must shortly be
done.”

7. I come quickly. — Behold, that is,
take special notice of this fact ; let it
not be passed by through inattention,
— ¢ come quickly.” The language
is here put in the first person, because
it is precisely the same language
which Jesus used in reference to the
same event. See verses 10, 12, 20.
The coming of Christ was then speed-
ily to take place. 9 Blessed is he that
keepeth the sayings, &c.— Blessed, hap-
py is he that keepeth the sayings of
the prophecy of this book ; not hear-
eth merely, but keepeth. The book of
Revelation is a prophecy; but the
events were not far distant. The peo-
ple of the generation in which the rev
elator lived were personally interested
in them; they were called upon to
remember them and keep them ; and
happy would they be if they did so,
for the time was at hand. “I come
quickly.” .

8. I John saw, &c.— The revela-
tor here gives his name, John. That
John, the apostle, was the author of
this book, we have clearly shown in
the introduction, and also in various
parts of.the commentary. He saw
the thirtgs which he had described, he
saw the visions, the scenery, &c., &c.
He heard the words which had been
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things, and heard them. And
when I had heard and seen, I
fell down to worship before the
feet of the angel which shewed
me these things.

9 Then saith he unto me,

REVELATION.

See thou do it not: for 1 am
thy fellow-servant, and of thy
brethren the prophets, and of
them which keep the sayings of
this book : worship God.

10 And he saith .unto me,

uttered to him. It is a redffirmation
that the facts of the book of Revela-
tion were divinely commaunicated to
him. He described them, it is true,
in his own style and manner ; the im-
ages were the most of them borrowed
from the prophetical writings. But
the message itself, the great truths he
communicated, he had heard and
seen. At the very beginning of the
book, John was commanded to write
the things which he had seen ; i. 19.
Some of the things which John saw
were past, some were then present,
and some were future, but were short-
ly to come to pass. 9 I fell down to
mworship. — The revelator adds: « And
when I had heard and seen,” 1o wit,
when he had heard and seen all that
had been revealed to him, he was
overwhelmed with wonder. He fell
down to do homage to the angel-reve-
lator. He seems to have worshipped
him as a divine person; he seems to
have rendered to him the worship
that belonged to God. His fallin
down was the effect of what he h
heard and seen. He had been im-
pressed similarly on a former occa-
sion ; xix. 10.

9. See thou do it not. — Thus, it
-will be seen, the angel forbid the rev-
elator worshipping him. The reason
why worship should not have been
rendered to the angel was, he was
fellow-servant to the revelator, and of
his brethren the prophets, and of them
which keep the sayings of the book.
That there was a class of men in the
Christian church called prophets, see
1 Cor. xii. 28,29. Perhaps his mean-
ing was, “I am like the prophets,
merely a servant of God,—1 am not
entitled to divine honors more than
té:;{.” Worship not me — worship

10. Seal not the sayings. — The an-
gel still continues, but he was neat
the close of his communications; he
is about to give his last advice, his
closing admonition: “Seal not the
sayings of the prophecy of this book,
for the time is at hand.” To use the
words of Dr. A. Clarke: “Do not lay
up these sayings for future genera-
tions ; they concern the present times ;
they must shortly come to pass, for the
time isat hand.” See verse6. Itisa
well-known fact, that, when important
events revealed through the prophets
or inspired men of old were not to be
fulfilled or accomplished till some very
remote period, or for a long time
after the prediction was made, the
prophets were commanded to seal up
the roll, or the sayings thereof, be-
cause the time of fulfilment was dis-
tant. Thus, in Dan. viii. 26, Gabriel
says to the prc:l)het, «The vision of
the evening and the morning, which
was told, is true ; wherefore, shut thos
up the vision, for it shall be for many
days ;" that is, its fulfilment is to be
at a remote period. Again; xii. 4,
9, 12, 13: « Thou, O Daniel, shut up
the words, and seal the book, even to the
time of the end. Blessed is he that
waiteth, and cometh to the thousand
three hundred and five and thirty
days. But go thou thy way till the
end be ; for thou shalt rest, and stand
in thy lot at theend of thedays.” On
the other hand, where the events were
to take place immediately, or very
soon, the prophet was forbidden to
seal the sayings of the book; asin
the events spoken of in the text and
context, on which we are now remark
ing. See Lightfoot, iii. 368. It
should not be forgotten, that both at
the beginning of the Apocalypse and
at its close. it is insisted that the time
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Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book : for the
time is at hand. .

378

11 He that 1s unjust, let hin
be unjust still : and he which is
filthy, let him be filthy still:

ot the fulfilment is at hand. See
chap. i. 1—8: “The revelation of Je-
sus Christ, which God gave unto him,
to show ar.to his servants things mhich
must SHORTLY come to pass; and he
sent and signified it by his angel unto
his servant John: who bare record of
the word of God, and of the testimony
of Jesus Christ, and of all things that
he saw. Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein: FOR THE TIME IS
AT uanp.” This was the language
of the apostles in regard to the advent
of Christ to judgment. Paul to the
Romans: “ The night is far spent, the
day is at hand;” xiii. 12. To the
Philippians : « The Lord is at hand;”
iv. 5. Peter also testifies to the same
fact: “But the end of all things is
at hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer;” iv. 7. With
this weight of testimony before us,
how can we doubt that the advent of
Christ to judgment transpired very
shortly after the revelator wrote?
Professor Stuart admits that the whole
Apocalypse, excepting chapters xx.
and xxi., refers to things that were
speedily to take place when the reve-
lator wrote. He says, « We are at
liberty, or rather, we are obliged, if
possible, to seek for a fulfilment of the
predictions in the main body of the
Apocalypse within a time which is
not far distant from the period when
the book was written. If such a ful-
filment canrbe found as coincides with
the periods named in the Apocalypse,
then what good reason can be offered
why we should reject it? Or, rather,
Wiy are me not_exegetically obliged to
admit it?”’— (Hints on Prophecy : An-
dover, 1842: p. 113.) The main body
of the Apocalypse! Why does not
the professor say the mhole hook?
Why should he separate one or two
chapters from the main drift of the

book, and apply them to the distant
future? If the revelator had intended
to apply them to the distant future,
would he not have said, These things
are not speedily to come to pass?
these things are to be excepted from
the great geclnration? But he did no
such thing. He gave not the slight-
est hint, in regard to the 20th and 21st
chapters, that the events therein spe-
ken of were not speedily to come to

s, OF to comInence 10 come to pass,
ike all the events mentivned in the
book. There is but one thing more
the angel-revelator has to communi-
cate, and that is stated in the next
verse.

11. Let him be unjust still. — This
passage is supposed, by many, to
prove, that there can be no change in
the moral condition of man after death,
and that those who die in a state of
rebellion and irreconciliation to God,
must eternally remain so. But does
the text declare any such thing? or,
can such a sentiment be deduced,
or even inferred, from the sage,
taking the whole context into the
account? We think not. There is
nothing said in the text or context
about the death of the body; nothing
said about the resurrection to immor-
tal life ; nothing said about another
state of existence ; nor anything that
would naturally lead the reader to
suppose any other state but the pres.
ent was at all referred to. The
whole scope of the context would lead
to the supposition that the events
spoken of were then about to trans-
g:;)e. John was forbidden to seal the

k, for the very reason that the time
was at hand. Running through all
the instructions of Christ and his
apostles, is this distinct fact, to wit,
that if persons would not be warned
of the approaching advent of Christ,
and prepare for it, they must expect
to perish  If the Chris:.ans would not



and he that is righteous, let him
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be righteous still: and he that

be watchful and faithful, so as to be
ready to meet their Lord at his com-
ing, they were to be involved in the
same punishments with the unbeliev-
ers. When their Lord should come,
they would not find themselves pre-
pared, and could not therefore enjoy
the benefits of his coming. If, nader
the mistaken idea that their Lord
delayed his coming, they were un-
faithful and disobedient, the Lord
would come' when they looked not
for him, and in an hour that they
were not aware of, and cut them
asunder, and appoint them their por-
tion with the hypocrites ; Matt. xxiv.
48—51. If men neglect their present
opportunities of improvement, they
may afterward desire to gain the
advantages they have lost, and not
be able to gain them. This is fully
shown by Solomon, in Prov.i. 24—31.
Here we see, that, having neglected
their opportunities of improvement,
they afterwards saw the neced of the
blessings they had missed. Yet they
could not gain them. ¢Then shall
they call upon me, but I will not
answer ; they shall seek me early,
but they shall not find me: for they
hated knowledge, and did not choose
to fear the Lord : they would none of
my counsel: they despised all my
reproof. Therefore shall they eat of
the fruit of their own way, and be
filled with their own devices ;" 28—31.
The punishment was unavoidable.
They must ‘“eat of the fruit of their
own way, and be filled with their own
devices.”” All this is confirmed b

the experience of men in this world.
It is taught us by observation every
day. The same principle held good
in the days of Christ. He repeatedly
assured his disciples that his coming
should take place in that generation.
He should come as a thief in the night.
When the people should say, « Peace
and safety, then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child. and they shall not

escape;’ 1 Thess. v. 3. Baut it was
not expected the faithful Christians
would be thus overtaken. Hence
Paul says to them, « But ye, brethren,
are not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief. Ye
are all the children of light, and the
children of the day : we are not of the
night, nor of darkness. Though let
us not sleep, as do others ; but let us

'watch and be sober;” 1 Thess. v.

4—6. The enemies of Jesus it was
expected of course would be over-
whelmed in the approaching judg-
ments; but there was another class
that would also fall, viz., the unfaith-
ful and unwatchful disciples. They
should have their portion with the
hypocrites. The parable of the vir.
gns, Matt. xxv. 1, represented the
wise and foolish Christians — those
who prepared for their Master’s com-
ing, and those who did mot. « At
midnight thcre was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh: go
ye out to meet him. Then all those
virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish saith unto
the wise, Give us of your oil ; for our
lamps are gone out. But the wise
answered, saying, Not so; lest there
be not enough for us and you : but go
ye rather to them that sell, and buy
for yourselves. And while they went
to buy, the bridegroom came; and
they that were ready, went in with
him to the marriage: and the door
was shut. Afterward came also the
other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord,
open to us. But he answered and
said, Verily, I say unto you, I know
you not;” 6—12. That this bad re-
spect to the coming of Christ at tke
destruction of Jerusalem no one can
doubt. And let it be observed, tnat
the unwatchful disciples desired to -
repair the effects of their unwatchful-
ness, but they could not, because ¢ he
that is unjust, let him be unjust still :
and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still” The same was aue of
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s holy, tet him be holy still.

m
12 And behold, I come

the open enemies of Jesus, as well as
of his unfaithful disciples. While
they were comparatively safe, eating
and drinking, and making merry
they could not profess the name of
Christ befure men; but when thick
troubles began to gather upon the
Jewish church and state, and the
divine favor began to be manifested
1a an unusual manaer in favor of the
persecuted religion of Jesus, thea they
te¢rmed their eyes to him, and cried,
“ Lord, Lord, open the gate of the
gospel unto us.”  To these eveats the
tollowing words of Christ are appli-
cable: « Whosoever, therefore, shall
be ashamed of me, and of my words,
in this adulterous aad siaful geaera-
tion, of him alse shall the Soa of man
be ashamed, when ke cometh i the
glory of his Father, with the bholy
angels;”’ and Jesus assured them that
tlus should take place during the
natural lives of that generation ; Mark
vii. 38, compared with ix.1. To
iliustrate this fact, the parable found
in Luke xiii. 24—28 was spoken.
¢ When ouce the master of the house
t: risen up, and hath shut to the door,
sad ye begin to stand without, and to
{ aock at the door, sayiag, Lord, Lord,
«pen unto us, and he shall answer
sad say unto you, I know you not
whence ye are: then shall ye begin
tr»say, We have eaten and drank in
thy presence, and thou hast taught
in our streets. But he shall say, I
tell you, I krow you not whence ye
are: depart from me, all ye workers
of iniquity.” The purport of this
advice is, strive to enter now into the
scceptance and profession of my
Eospei; be not ashamed of me or my
octrine before this sinful generation.
.f you do mot embrace the present
opportunity, the time will come whea
you will regret it. Your nation will
soon be overthrowa with the most
dreadful calamities; and then nota
bair on the heads of my disciples
shail be hurt. When that ime comes,
i will be 100 lateal‘;;you 1o enter the

kingdom' of God; the door will be
shut ; you will wish you had embraced
past opportunities; but it will be of
no avail; you will put forth pretences
and claims to be conside; my fol
lowers, but you will not have the test
of true discipleship. At that eritica
time, there cannot be this change of
character. Christians them will be
Christians, and enemies must remain
enemies —the judgment cannot be
averted. « He that is unjust will then
be unjust still; he that is righteous
will be righteous still ; and he that is
holy will be holy still.” We have
thus finished our exawination of the
words of the angel-revelator. There
now follows the confirmation by the
Lord Jesus himself of what the angel
had said.

CONFIRMATION BY THE ALPHA AND
OMEGA.

There seems te be a striking pro-
priety that the Lord Jesus should give
his confirmation of what the revelator
had said, if the revelator had faith-
fully ‘delivered his message. Look
at the first verse of the bonk once
more. “The Revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave unto him, to
show unto his servants things which
must shortly come to pass; and he
sent and signified it by his angel unto
his servant John.” This is the titte
of the book, and would well appear as
the title-page. The revelation is the

revelation of Jesus Christ. He re-
cewved it from his Father. He com-
maunicated it to John, whom it
was to be communical unto the

churches. When John had finished
his communications, the query would
naturally arise, has he done his work
faithfully? To show that he had
done so, Jesus gave his confirma.
tion.

12. Behald, I come quickly. — Here,
the first fact which Jesus confirmed,
was the great fact that his coming
was to take place omcgry. He knew
well when that event was to heppen.



quickly ; and my reward 1s with
me, to give every man according
as his work shall be.

13 T am Alpha, and Omega,
the beginning and the end, the
first and the last.

14 Blessed are they that do
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his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through
the gates into the city.

15 For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and idolaters,

As if he had said, 1 wish to confirm
what John has written, especially on
this point ; and therefore I say, ¢ Bz-
Bowp, 1 oomz quicxrv.” 9 To give
every man according as his work shall
bs.— Who can fail here to recall to
mind the words of Christ, spoken dar-
ing his flesh? ¢ For the Son of man
shall come in the glory of his Father,
with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his
works. Verily I say unto you, there
be some standing here, which shall
not taste of death till they see the Son
of man coming in his kingdom ;”
Matt. xvi. 27, 28. See, alsv, Mark viii.
38; ix. 1; Luke ix. 26, 27. Jesus
said his reward was with him, # give
every man according as Inis work shall be ;
i. e., at his coming, which he then said
was to take place guickly. Is there
not a close connection, then, between
this passage and Rev. xx. 12, where
we read that the dead, small and
great, stood before God, and were
judged every man according to his
works ?

13. Iam Alpha and Omega. — And
to make his confirmation the more
solemn, he adds, “I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end,
the first and the last.” The phrase
Alpha and Omega is explained by
the words which immedimelﬁ follow.
Alpha s “the beginning,” ¢« the first ;"
Omega “the end,” “thelast.” Alpha
was the first and Omega the last let.
ter of the Greek alphabet.

14. Blessed are they that do, &c. —
Mark, those only were promised the
blessing who did his commandments.
Not every one that said, Lord, Lord,
should enter into the kingdom of
heaven, but ¢ he that doeth the will of
my Fatber which is in heaven ;” Matt.

vii. 21.  § Have right to the tree of
life. — They shall partake of the tree
of life. “To him that overcometh
will 1 give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the paradise
of God;”’ Rev. ii.7. This figure of
thetree of life is taken from the account
of the tree of life in the garden of Eden,
Gen. ii. 22—24. In- describing the
heavenly city, new Jerusalem, we
have seen that John placed the tree of
life in the midst of it; xxii. 2. To
have right to the tree of life was to
have right to the blessings of the new
Jerusalem, or, in other words, of the
gospel kingdom into which the faith-
ful Christians were to enter. They
were to “enter in through the gates
into the city.” How much is sad in
the New Testament abont ¢ entering
into life,” «in at the strait gate,” < into
the kingdom of heaven,” ¢ into the joy
of the Lord,” ¢into rest.” These ex-
pressions all mean the same thing.
There is a great variety of metaphor,
but the same intent in a)l. The holy
city represented the gospel covenant.
Blessed were they who entered in.
See the long note on Rev ii. 7.

15. Without are dogs, and sorcerers,
&c. — Those who did not enter through
faith and obedience into the city, must,
of course, remain withont. The city
was full of light; and therefore those
without are said, by way of contrast,
to be in “outer darkness;” i. e., they
were outside of the kingdom. They
had not passed through the gates into
the city; Matt. viii. 12; xxii. 13;
xxv. 30. Unbelievers and unfaithful
professors were said to stand without ;
and after the troubles began, and it
was too late for them to change their
position, they knocked earnestly for
admission ; Luke xiii. 25. These en-
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and whosoever loveth and mak-
eth a lie.

16 I Jesus have sent mine
angel to testify unto you these
things in the churches. I am.
the root and the offspring of Da-
vid, and the bright and morning-
star.

17 And the Spirit and the

378 .
bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Lome. And
let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him
take of the water of life freely.
18 For I testify unto every
man that heareth the words of
the prophecy of this book, If any
man shall add unto these things,

emies of Jesus, both secret and avow-
ed, were mg‘resemed by anything that
was vile. The dog, being an unclean,
furious animal, is conspicuous among
the metaphors. Paul said, “Beware
of dogs, beware of evil-workers, be-
‘ware of the ‘concision ;”’ Phil. iii. 2.
(2Jompare with this verse, Rev. xxi. 8,
7

16. To testify unto you these things.
— This was in the most direct strain
ofapproval. He assumed the respon-
sibility of what had been said. He
was coming quickly to judge the na-
tions ; the good should enter into the
kingdom and be happy ; the opposite
class should remain without and be
punished. These were the great
points that had been insisted on
through the whole Apocalypse. Hence
Jesus said, “I have sent mine angel
to testify unto you these things, in the
churches.” § Iam the root, &c.— And
to show that he had authority to speak,
he adds, “I am the root and the off-
spring of David, and the bright and
morning-star.”’ See Rev. v. §, and
the note there.

JESUS' INVITATION TO THE NEW JERU-
SALEM.

17. Whosoever will, let him come. —
Al are invited to come. The invita-
tion goes out to all, from the highest
authority, —Coxe. The Spirit and the
Bride say, Come. The Spirit had spok-
en to the churches through John, and
what the Spirit said was of the utmost
importance. Hence the ofi-repeated
injunction, ¢ He that hath an ear to
hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith
anto the churches-” i. 7, 11, 17, 29;

iii. 6, 13, 22. The Spirit saith,—
CoMe. And the Bride also, the Lamb’s
wife, saith to all men, Coxe; Rev.
xxi. 9. Let the invitation be repeat-
ed. Let him who hath an ear to hear
it, repeat it. 9§ Water of life. — Let
him that 18 athirst come, for it is the
water of life that is proffered. The
gospel is a blessing; it meets the
wants of man. When it is represent-
ed by bread, the hungry are invited,
when by water, or milk, or wine, the
thirsty are called; Isa.lv. 1. When
by rest, the weary and heavy laden
areentreated to come ; Matt. xi. 28—
30. The gospel is presented in the
most alluring manner; not as a lux-
ury, but as a substantial necessity,
without which men cannot live. One
of the most expressive figures is that
of the ¢« water of life;” Jer. ii. 13;
John iv. 10—15: Rev. vii. 17; xxi.6.
This treasure, so precious, is open tc
all. Thereis no restriction. ¢« Who-
soever will, let him take of the wa-
ter of life freely.” It would be impos-
sible to give a more general, or more
earnest, or more alluring invitation.
There is sufficient for all men in the
new Jerusalem. There are not mere-
ly a few drops of water, a scanty sup-
ply, but A RIVER,— ‘@ pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, proceec.-
ing out of the throne of God and ¢1
the Lamb ;” xxii. 1.

THE APOCALYPSE GUARDED AGAINST

CORRUPTION.

18. If any man shall add unto these
things. — The prophecies of the book
of Revelation having thus been com-

pleted, Jesus, the Alpha and Omega,



God shall add unto him the
'{ol;iuea that are written in this

19 Andif any man shall take
away from the words of the
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book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the hol
city, and from the things whici
are written in this book.

was desirous to them from
being corrupted. The Christians pos-
sibly might be tempted to corrupt
them, for some did corrupt the word
of God; 2 Cor. ii. 17. Of course the
avowed enemies of the church could
not corrupt the sacred writjngs; for
they, being known as enemies, would
not have the power to give currency
to their deceits. But it was the un-
stable professors who might do this,
and so wrest the Scriptures to their
own destruction; 2 Pet. iii. 16. And
if they did so, either by adding to the
book, or taking away from it, what
fate awaited them? Ans. They
would have their portion with the
hypocrites, for they would lose their
&an in the holy city, and from all the

essings written in the book, and
there would be added to them the
&l’aguw that are written in the book.

hat are the plagues that are written
in this book? Have we not shown
that they are not to be referred to the
immortal state? See them spoken of,
ix. 20, and compare with the preced-
ng part of the chapter. See, also, xi.
6, where it is said the two witnesses
have power to smite the earth with the
plagues. See, again, xvi. 9. If the
reader will peruse the whole of the
sixteenth chapter, particularly the first
verse, he will see that these plagues
were poured out “wupon the earth.”
Again, see xviii. 4, 8, where we are
told, that «her plagues come in one
day, death,and mourning, and famine ;
and she shall oe utterly burned with
fire ; for strong is the Lord God, who
judgeth her.” Were not these plagues
on the earth? But let us look once
more. In xv.1 we read, “ And Isaw
another sign in heaven, great and mar-
vellous, seven angels having the seven
LasT plagues; for in them is FILLED
e the wrath of God” Again, in

verse 6, it is said that ¢« The seven an-
gels came out of the temple having
the seven nleplagnes. See verses
7 and 8. In the next chapter [xvi.]
we read of the manner in which these
seven angels poured out the seven
“Jast pla; ;? and a slight exam-
ination will show that they were all
Eonred out upon the earth. «And I

eard a great voice out of the temple,
saying to the seven angels, Go your
ways, and pour out the vials of the
wrath of Gop urox ToE xarTe.” The
first vial was poured out upon the
earth, meaning on the land; verse 2.
The second was poured cat apon the
sea; verse 3. The third was poared
out upon the rivers and fountains
of water ; verse 4. ¢ The fourth angel
poured out his vial u the sum;”
verses 8,9. «The fifth angel poured
out his vial npon the seat of the
beast ;" verses 10, 11. «“The sixth
angel poured out his vial upon the great
river Euphrates;” verses 15, 16.
“ And the seventh angel poured out
his vial into the air;” verses 17—21.
These were the seven angels having
the seven last plagues, and this was
the manner in which the seven last
plagues were poured out. They em-
braced all the judgments that were to
be inflicted on the persecutors of
Christianity. If any other plagues
are denounced in the Apocal y
which remain yet to be fulfilled, these
were not the last. But they are ex-
pressly said to be the last, meaning the
last plagues of the Apocalypse, and
they were all poured on the earth. If
any judgments denounced in that book
yet remain to be fulfilled in the future
state, then the revelator raade an error
when he said the plagues he described
were the seven last plagues. Now
when it is said, «“If any man shall add
unto these thirgs, God shall add unte
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20 He which t:stifieth these
things saith, Surely, I come
quickly: Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.

381

21 The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.

him the plagues that are written in this
$ook? — what other plagues can be
referred to than those which are enu-
merated above? In the interpretation
we have given of this subject, we are
=onfirmed by two of the best critics.
Hammond paraphrases the two verses
as follows : ¢ As for all those to whom
this prophecy will come, I conjure
them all, that-they change not a tittle
of it, and withal, that they look apon
it as the last authoritative prophecy
that is likely to come from heaven,
to be a rule of faith to the church.
What is here said, is decreed and set-
tled immutable ; no man shall be able
‘o avert it; and whosoever shall go
about to infuse any other expectations
ato men than what are agreeable to
these visions, God shall bring on him
*he judgments that are here denounced
against God’s greatest enemies. And
50 in like manner, whosoever shall
derogate anything from the author-
ity of this prophecy, or take out
any part of it, or occasion men’s not
receiving the admonition of Christ
here contained, in every part thereof,
God shall cast him off, throw him out
of the church, account him incapable
of all the blessings which are here
promised to the faithful Christians.”
And the learned Grotius, in his ¢ An-
notations,” speaks as follows: ¢ God
shall add unto him the plagues: by the
plagues are to be understood as well
those in chapter vii., ix., x., and xi.,
as those in chapter xvi., xvii., and
xviii.; of which one portion relates
to the Jews, and the other to the
Roman empire. And out of the holy
city : he shall not be a member of the
church, but shall be cast out, as one
making a lie.” Let us remember the
solemr assurance which Solomon has

left on record: ¢ Every word of God
is pure; he is a shield unto them that
put their trust in him. Add thou not
uato his words, lest he reprove thee,
and thou be found a liar;”” Prov. xxx.
5, 6. Here the closing benediction
would have come, but the Lord Jesus
embraced the last opportunity to de-
clare that his coming should take
place speedily. See the succeeding
verse.

20. He which testifieth. — Jesus had
said, (verse 18,) “I testify unto every
man,” &c.; and hence the expres-
sion, “He who testifieth these
things saith, surely,” &c. 9§ I come
quickly. — And what is it that is here
distinctly testified? It is the great
fact of the near approaching coming
of Christ. «I coME quickLv.” Such
were the closing words of Jesus.
“Amen ; even so, come, Lord Jesus,”
said the revelator. Was there any
fact disclosed in the whole Bible that
was insisted on with more earnest-
ness than that of the nearness and im-
mediateness of Christ’s coming? In
the chapter we have now considered,
we find John first declaring it, verses
6 and 7. Then the angel-revelator
repeats it, ver. 10. Then the Lord
Jesus, on his part, gives the same as-
surance, ver. 12, and adds his whole
authority to sustain that declaration,
ver. 13. And finally, in closing, ap-
parently with the purpose to assert it
with double force, and to make it the
main point on which the minds of the
Christians of that age should dwell,
he says, “ SURELY, I couz QUICK-
Ly.”

‘We close by quoting the last verse
of the book, « The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”
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Abaddon and Apollyon, 173.

Accuser cast down

Alleluia, meanin, of 3ll 314.

Altar measured, 35,

Angel of the churchu 90, 96, 103 ; angel
fiying through midst of heavon 168 -an-
gel of bottomless pit, 173 ; angol of the
waters,271; angel, mighty, lookupanoue,
399; nnge! standing in the sun, 321 ; an-
gel that bound the ragon, 325.

Angels, 75, 90, 134, 135, 141, 142, 178; round
about the throno, 159, IGO doctrine of in
A})oulyp-a, 134, 13.: of the elements,

271.
Antipas, (the faithful mnnyr,) 102, 103.
Apocalypse, regarded as a dack book, 3; rea-
sons for this, 3, 4; nol. wholly dark 4;
proof- of its divine character, 7, 8~ its
, 11; written by John, I, 12 75,
76 82 93 115, 117, 118,
mony of antiquity to that oﬁ'oct 12—18
internal evidence, 18; its author a He-
brew, 13; and a Chrutlun, 18, 19; a dil
igent student of the Old Teatnmem 19;
learned in the schooi of Christ, 20, the
Apocalypse a p.ophecy, 21; written for
the beneﬂv. of the churc es, 2l 22 ; John's
teachings agree with those of the rest of
the apostles, 22; presumption it was writ-
ten by one of them, 22; internal proofs
that it was written by John 2331 ; man-
He-dy a plm} I; its mel.-phon 281 282
of
Apoen:lmlon'ﬁg 3r3° nder Date.
te of, see under
o plan of, see under Plan.
1‘;5 a pmpheey like that of Daniel,
Armageddon, meaning of, 279.
Armies of the King o kinga 320.
Asia, sense of in Apocalypve, 83.

Babylon, fall of proclaimed, 238, 297 ; what is
meant thereby, 239, 230; Babylon the
Great, the harlot’s ulle 237 ; Lhe ancient
city of, 237, 233; stands for Rome, 233,
297, 293 ; Christians exhorted to come out
of, 299; her sins exceeding great, 299 ;
remembered of God, 300; puniahed, 300,
301 ; lived deliciously but not lup%
301 boasted that she saL a queen,
ga: plagues described, 302, 303; fall ol’

Balaam, doctrine of, 103.

Beast (seven-headed) ascends from the bottom-
less pit, 139; made war against Chris-
uans, 190, 213; rove up out of the sea,

3 8

374; testi- | Before

212; what is represented thereby, 21

213; worshipped, 216, m blasp ﬁemﬂ

God 217, 213; imago of npyenred 7]

have life 227; impresses his mark on

men, 227 Interrupts commerce, 223 ; his
number, 229, 230; victory over, 259, and
over his image and mark, 960; mlaf,
fifth vial mdon 274; all the world won-
der at, maku war on the King of
kings, 322 32! ; is ukon and cast into

the lake of fire, 323, 340,

Beast (second) comes ?ontoﬁh earth, 220 ;
auxiliary to the 221 ; doeth grut
wonders, 221, 222; "affects to perform
miracles, 226, 277, 278' incites rulorl to

Bonhu}:' il 27? od hi mgl hics, 129,
ts, four, explained as hieroglyphics,

130, 131, 2&, 264, 313, 3

Bed of nmicnon, 106.

God, see under Presence.

Beginning of the creation of God, 117, 118,

Blasphemy, meaning of, 96 ; names of on head
glmbeut, 214; Komans guilty of, 274,

Blessed are the dead, 248, et seq.

Bloud of Jesus, how {0 be understood as an em-
blem, 73, 160, 207, 208.

Blood, hail and ﬁre, lGo flowing to horse-
bridles, 255, 256 ; various metaphors of
blood, 266, 269, 283, 239 ; found in Baby-
lon, 310~ iwo witiiesses could turn water
iuto, 189, rivers and fountains became,
270; men are made to drink, 271, 272 ;
Christ’s vesture dipped in, 3]9 20,

Book of Life, 111, 112, 419, 353.

Book, written within and on back side, 133;

see sealed hook.
Book[l;ule, 173, 179; eaten up, 183; effects
of, 183.
Books were opened when the kingdom of
Christ began, 348, 349, 362, 363.
Bottomiess pit, 69 ; key of 326 ; metlaphor ex-
plained, 326, 329 330,

Campbell, Dr.. on sign of the Son of man, 80;
on worshipping demons, 176; on wonl
Mystery. 259,

Candloﬂ.ick removed, meaning of, 92.

Candlesticks, seven goiden, 84.

Ce:ser of gold, 164.

Channing, Dr.’s, sentiments on the pateraal
character of God, 273.

Chastisenment, benevolent and paternal, 121.

Christ, glor; "due to him, 79; appeanag eof,

, reign of, sée under
re, 133; en

1
Clarke, Adam, on Gud’s
Jjudging quick and
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Cloud, angel clothed with, 178; as a veil of
divine glory, 265.

Cloude, coming in. 252.

Come out of Babylon, 299.

Comug of Christ, metaphor explained, 79—S81 ;
speeniily 10 Lake pluce, see under Quickly
a.ad Shortly ; ke that of a thief, 109,

Cotife s his name, 112,

Countesaince av the sun, £6 ; see Face,

Court of the Geutiles, measured not, 138, 196,

Urattsmen 1ound no inore in Babylon, 09,

Creation of God, begiuning of, 117, 118.

Cmv‘n of Life, 99—101, 116; of twelve stars,

9.

Crowns of Christians wear, 126; many
o b of Chetot 31, "o

Cruden, on wond eternal, 341.

Cup, goldep, in wonan’s haod, 236.

Duate of Apecalypes, important thet it should

be seitled, 36; nature of the testimony
Souchiug this matter, 33; historical evi-
wsie Considered, 35—4!; internal evi
deuce, 41—63 ; add: i to seven church
n Asia, 41; its character, form of au-
dress, ings, g like
thowe of the New Testament books, known
W have beon writien before the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, 43—44; all the signs
of the destructisn of Jerusalem mentioned
by our Lord, we fiud iu the Apocalypse, 45
—43; itastyle agrees with that of the other
bouks of the New Testament in regard to
the time and circumstances of our Lord’s
coming, ; the Jews are spoken of
therein as being in existence as a nation,
64, 55; Jerusalem referred 1o as standing,
65; the temple also, 56; there are proph-
ecies of the very eveut of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, 57; the references to
the Roman emperors is of such a nature as
to prove it 1o have been written before the
destruction of Jerusalemn, 58—60; it seems
1o have beon alluded to in the Epistles of
Peter and the Epistle to the Hebrews, 60;
the age of John forbids our believing he
wrote Lhe A ypse in the time of Domi-
tian, 62, 63; recapitulation of the evi-
den 63—65.
Day of wrath, 154,

** of the Lord, 164; meaning of, 278,

Days, a thousand, two hundred and three score,

138, 203 ; three and a half, 190,

blessed, 243; different senses in which

the dead are spoken of, 249; works fol-

low them, 250. .

d bodies of witnesses lay in the streets,

190,

Deap, smaLL and ermaT, judgment of had
come, 194, 346; how the phrase  rest of
the dead ’’ ia 1o he understood, 335 ; Christ
in his gospel kingdom judged the quick
and the dead, 346; Genliles were said to
be deud, 347; why this judg
of Lthe dead cannot be placed in the immor-
tal siate, 317, 343; the judgment of the

commenced when Christ came in
his kingdom, and when the kingdom was

et up, 345; that it was on the
aanh 349, Mw the metaplor of

INDEX.

Jjudging the dead occurred 1o the revels
tor, 350.

Death, see Second.

‘“ in epiritval sense, the state of the

church 1 Nardis. 109,

Deata and hell deliver up the dead, 354.

Demons, what they were, 276, 277,

Depths of Satan, 107,

Devil, (diativlus.) how the word is used in the
Apucalypse, 97, 93 ; signified the persecut-
ing power, 93; same a3 dragon, 207, 209,
327, 329, 330; cast into the lake of fire
and brimstoue, 339, 340.

Devils (daimonia) worshi 176.

Doddridge, Dr.’s, upinion of the iiagery of the
Apocalypse, 127; on the four beasts, 129.

Dogs and sorcerers, 378.

Door open, 114; opened in heaven, 123,

Duub;;l punishmeat, means full and adequate,

Dragon, that old serpent, 5; great red drag-
on appears, 199; acriptural sense of the
n.::wp r, 199, 200; whnih’e dngm\dcg
the Apocaly pse represents, ; woul
vour the ~man-child, 200, 201; fizhts
against Michael, 204 ; cast out of heaven
24 ; certainly si .iﬁes human adversa-
ries, 205, 206, , 328; wroth with the
woman, 211; gave power to the beast,
214; wonhiﬂepcd, 216; same as the old
serpent, the Devil and Satan, 327 ; but one
dragon in the Apocalypse, 328; the dragon
of the 12th and 201h ¢| pters is Lthe sume
power, 328, 329 ; shut up in the botiomless
Ppit, 329, 330 ; cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, 339, 340.

Dust cast on the head, a sign of affliction, 307,

Dwell6ulmong men, manner in which God does,
161.

FEagle’s wings to help the woman, 209, 210.

Earth helped the woman, 211.

Earthquakes, metaphorical use of, 151, 279, 250,

Earth aud heaven fled away, 344 ; sense of the
metaphor, 344, 345,

¢ Ear to hear’’ explained, 93, 101.

Fat up the litle book, 183,

Egypt put for Jerusalem, 190,

Elders, four-and-iwenty, 125, 126, 132, 313.

Eud of world, or age, 253.

Ephesus, history of the church at, 89—96,

Ephod and girdie, 84, 85.

Epistles to the seven churches, 88

Eterual ; see under Flarever and ever.

Euphrates, the river described, 174; four
angels at, loosed, 174; sixth vial poured
on, 275,

Exp‘;"‘;g editor of, on date of Apoialypee,

7, N
Eye-salve, 120.
Eyes as a ilame of fire, 85, 319.

Face as the sun, 86, 173,

False apostles, 90, 91.

Fearful and unbelieving, 363.

Feed the flock of Christ, 162.

Feet like fine brass, 85; like pillars of fire,
78; on the sea and on the earik, meauing

of, 179, 180,
Fine linen, 316. See under White,
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Flre, a figure of j nts, 164, 165, 253, 338 ;
from the mouth of witnesses,188;

and brimstone, 165 ; persecutors lormenl«i

in, 241, 242; certainly refers to temporal

dgme
Firsi begotten, 78.
‘“ love abated, 91, 92,
“ fruits, use of the expression, 235.
‘“ resurrection ; see Resurrection.

Five months, 171, 173.

Foreheads, the hundred and fo%l‘our thousand
sealed in, 157—159, 233, 233, 287 ; follow-
ers of beast marked there, 227, 228, 287 ;
bigh priest wore his mitre there, 257.

Forever and ever, scriptural use of the term,

e 15, :16, 264, 312, 313, 334611'

'ormer things passed away, 361.

Fomzl;llon?gsmam%grically spoken of, 106,

Fcny-tv’vo m’om.ha’:, 186, 217
Fom%c{;lion of the world, sense of expreesion,

Fountains, living, 162.

Four and twenty seats and elders, 125. 126,
132, 313.

Furnace of fire, 253.

Gifts, sending of, a sign of hilarity, 190.

Gnawed their tongues, 275.

g:g, hids tice :;3@] m:gsitude declared, 273.
and Magog, 337, 338,

Gold as a metaphor, 119, 120.

Golden girdles, 263.

Gos| levorlastinf, 236.

Guile, not found in true Christians, 235, 236.

Hail, immensel; t, 281 ; mingled with fire
and blood, 165, " 1 8

Hair, white like wool, 85.

Hallelujah, meaning of, 311.

Hammond, Dr., on the speedy fulfilment of
the Apocalypse, 73; on the pouring of the
seven vials, 270.

Hand, lifted up in oath, 180.

Harps used in worship, 139, 140; scriptural
account of, 233,

Harvest of the earth, 253; same as the end of
the world, or age, 253.

Heads ; see Seven.

Heaven, meaning of, 123; Jewish opinion of,

63, 307, 303, 311, 314; opened, 318; lo-
cal heaven and new Jerusalem, 325, ;
the two witnesses could shut, 189 ; war in,
203: dragon cast out, 204; reaching to,
meaning of, 299.

Heavens depart as a scroll, 1562

Hell and death, 87, 148.

Holy City, 359.

Horns, 184, 200, 213, 292, 294.

Horse, white, Jesus rides on, 146, 147, 318;
red, r?pmisemf4 ';'“;’nlld; black, uprai-
sents famine, 147; pale, represents -
lence and death, 148, 149. pest

Horses of eastern cavalry fearfully described,
172; heads like scorpions, 172; like lions,
175; breastplates of fire, 175; breathed
fire, smoke and brimstone, 175; tails like
serpents, 176.

Hunger no more, 161, 162,

Howr, day, month, year, 174,

33
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Idols, things sacrificed to, not to be eaten,
105, 106.

Image of beast appeared t3 have life, 227.
Incense for prayer, 164,
, metaphorical use of, 164; moved ow
of their pYacu, 280, 281.

Jasper stone, 365, 367.

Jerusalem, destruction of foretold, 145, 146,
163; trodden down of Gentiles, 186; tenth
part fell, 191.

Jesus at the throne of God, 202, See, also, un-
der Christ.

Jewsé different senses in which men were, 9¢,

7, 114, .

?ﬁ:w' thﬁewomﬂ'»' l(}s’hm%pow 8, 75,

ohn was the author of the ypee, 8,
76, 82, 93, 115, 117, 118, 359, 374; elo-
ments of his character, 23,24 ; his diction
clearly traceable in the Apocalypse, 25—
27; his favorite metaphors oceur there
fr;ﬂuemly. as light for truth, 27; sons of
God, 23; Christ a Lamb, 28; the church
as the bride, 28; water for the truth, 29;
manna, or food, for the gospel, 30 ; blood
for the cleansing power of truth, 31 ; ob-
Jections to his being the author of the
Apocalypse.considered, 32—35. See, also,
under Apocalypse.

Juda, tribe of, Jesus came from, 136, 137.

JUDGMENT, begins simultaneously with set-
ting up the kingdom of Christ, 192—194,
351; is on the earth, 195, 196; the hour
of had come, 237 ; what is the judgment
day, 233; how Christ judges men, 233 ;
scriptural doctrine of judgment, 261;
Christ’s throne of judgment set up on the
r_ar;h, 343,{3# B klt the tim;‘ 5of the d::::b-
ishment of his kingdom, 3. jue nt
of quick and deagd was judgment of
the Jews and Gentiles, 346; opposed to
the current sense of Scripture to place it
in the immortal state, 347 ; it began when
Christianity began, 348; it was surely on
the earth, 349 ; where the revelator found
his metaphor of the judgment of the dead,
350. See, also, under the word Dead.

Judgments are made manifest, 260; are in the
earth, 268, 274 ; are true and righteous,
271—274, 312, 318.

Key of David, 113 ; of bottomless pit, 169, 326 ;
keys of hell and death, 87.

Kill with death, sense of, 106.

Kingdom of Christ set up in power, 192, 193,

xln:dﬁ’m} his world become kingdoms of
loms of this wor! me ms
Christ, 182, 192, 193.

King of kings and Lord of lords, 293, 321.
Kings and priests, sense of the figure, 79

141,
Kings of the East, 276.

hhaggﬁgacwlmd, 101, 102, 323, 324, 340,

Lamb at the throne, 133; worshipped, 142
144, 159, 160; opened the reals. |.4,
wrath of, 154; c power of e

ood, 160; leads to living fountains, 163
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slain from foundation of the world, 219;
stood on Mount Zion, 232 ; followed by the
faithful, 235; eong of and of Moses, 260 ;
ten kings made war with, 293 ; marriage
of, 315; wife of, 315, 316 ; marriage sup-
r of, 317.
Lo i;lea. church l}l’,&l%
agues; see 3

Lift u}z the hand in oath, 130.

Lightfoot on the imagery of chapter iv. of the
A Iypse, 127; on the six seals, 152,
l£; on the command to reap, 2562, 253 ;
on our Saviour’s practice of speaking ac-
cording to the popular language, 276 ; on
the terms used to describe the destruction
of Jerusalem, 344, 345.

Liehtning used memphoricalléam.

Light of a candle not seen in Babylon, 310.

Linen, 316 ; see under White.

Livest and art dead, 109.

lLocusts, the metaphor for an army, 171 ; have
power of scorpions, 171 ; like horses pre-
pared for battle, 172.

Lord Gnd Omnipotent reigneth, 314.

Lord’s day, 82.

Love, Christian, what it should be, 91, 92.

Lowth, Bishop, on metaphor of the heavenly
hodies, 151.

Lukewarimnness condemned, 118.

Macknight shows that our Lord’s images are
sometimes founded on heathen notions,
97, 351 ; on the judging of the quick and

dead, 3
Manna hidden, 103.
Mark of beast, 227, 240, 241.
Marriage of the Lamb, 315, 317.
Mar%?, souls of, live again, 190, 191, 333,

Measure the temple of God, 185.
Merchandise and merchants of spiritual Baby-
M lor'\l, 305, 306. b Jained
etaphors not to be explained in every point,
0, 278, 279, ¥ ¥ point

, 278, 279,

Michael fights against the dragon, 204.

Miracles, false, performed by beast, 222, 226 ;
true miracles defended, 222—225; they
fully prove the divine character of the
Bible, 223, 224.

Moon, metaphorical use of, 151; under the
woman’s feet, 198. |

Moore, Asher, Rev., on Revelation xiv. 13,

251.)
Morning Star, 107, 108.
Moses and the Lamb, song of, 260.
Mountain of fire cast down, 165, 166.

and phorical use of,
154, 230, 281.
Mou;? 6. ing great things and blasphemies,

Multitude which no man could number, 159.
Mysge}za rnl%aning of, 88,182, 239; of God fin-
ished, 181.

Name, new, 104, 116; of Christ, written on
believers, llé; of believers no man knew,
104 ; of Christ no man knew, 319.

Names put for persons, 110.

Nations angry at coming of Christ, 194.

Nero, supposed refereace to, 53—860, 220; a

INDEX.

great persecutor, 271 ; singular beltef con
cerning him, 290, 292. nev
b, Archbish ing of Christ,

] P, on
80.

New name, 104, 116 ; song, what it was, 140,
141, 2 2&4; sung iy the hundred and
forty and four thousand, 234.

New, all things are so in New Jerusalem, 361,

New heaven and earth, 357 ; how explained by
Isaiah, 358; by Apostle Peter, 353.

New Jerusalem, 116, 161, 162, 184; comes
down from heaven, 359 ; the Lamb’s bride,
360; wife, 365; is the tabernacle of God,
360; in it he dwells with men, 360; wipes
away all tears, 361; everything is made
new, 361; the inhabitants drink of the
water of life, 362 ; fearful and unbelievin,
enter not there, 363, 364; but the save

only, 364; isa city, 365; full of the
glory of God, 365; light like the hue of
the Jasper stone, 365; it had a wall great

and high, 366 ; twelve gates, three on each
side, 366; twelve foundations, 366, 367 ;
its di ions twelve th d furlongs,
367 : the wall like the jasper, 367; rich like
pure gold, 367 ; foundations garnished with
all maaner of precious stones, 367, 363 ;
the gates were pearls, 368; the street was
pure transparent gold, 36S; no temple
therein, 368 ; save Jesus —a living temple,
368; no need of the sun, 368; for the
glory of God did lighten it, 368 ; the saved
only inhabit it, 369; gates shall not te
shut, 369 ; nothing that defileth can enter
in, 369; river of water of life runs through
it, 370; tree of life grows there, 370; no
curse there, 371 ; throne of God is there,
371; redeemed shall see his face, 372;
God shall give them light, 372,
Nicolaitanes, s of, hated, 92, 93, 103.
Number of the beast, h‘.?, 230.

Olive trees, (two,) 188.

One hour, meaning of, 307.

Open door ; see Door.

Overcometh, meaning of, 93, 101, 111, 363,

Paradise, sense of the axrxrmion, 94, 95.

Parkhurst on the word Mystery, 289,

Patmos, the isle of, 82.

Per; , epistle to the church there, 102,

Phi l‘{%lphiﬂ, epistle to the church there, 122,

“Pierced him,” use of the expression, 81.

Pillar in temple of God, 116.

;{" on, Pt 1 dgm he Jews, 176

agues, put for judgments on the Jews,

189; the seven last, 258; wrath of
filled up in them, 258, 269; angels come
out of the temple with them, ; inflict-
ed on spiritual Babylon, 302, 303; threat-
ened on those who should add to the word.

380, 381.

Plan of the Apocalypse, 67 ; four parts and con-
tents of each, 67; how the chapters are
apportioned to _each, 68; circumstantial
account of the divisions, 89—71 ; violated
by false interpretations, 3566.

, 1
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Possession demoniacal, not taught in the Scrip-
tures, 276, 277.

I'recious nonoa, 124 125, 387, 368.

Presence of nd the hmb scriptural
views of|, 242—244, 362,

Prince, &c., 78.

Prophecy, concommg destruction of Jarusa-
lesrs, the revelator’s guide, 145, 146, 1

Prophgegy, second of the Apocalypse, 183, 184,

Quickly, Chriat'n coming to uke 103,
1 S P
der Shortly

Raiment ; ses under Whitze.
Rainbow touml about the throne, 124; on head
of angel, 1
Roached to haavcn. mea.ning of, 299.
ol from the t pl
0

Reed Ilke unto a rod, 185.

Reign of Christ, believers Join in, 121, 122, 126;
on the aanh 141; begins with power,
:I{Qg 194; during the thousand years, 332,

Be_ymcmg in judzmenu of men, 307, 308.

Remember iniquities, meanmg ‘of, 300.

Repent, sense of, 103, 1

Resurrection, ﬁm, 358

Revelation, why the book is so called, 73.

Richﬁ; tlﬁsv.ruo kind, 96, 119, 120; the false,
3

Righteousness, true nature of, 316, 317.

Robi&s;m, Professor, on worci l'fverlaating »”

Rod of iron, 107, 201, 320, 321.

Roman armies war ngnlnsl. Jerusalem, 177, 178.

Rome signified by Babylon, 240 ; by the bensl,
291, 292; destruction of l‘orel.old 295.

Sackcloth, witnesses clothed in, 188,

Salvation Is come,

Sardis, account of church at, 108—112.

Satan, meaning of, 1

Saved (the,) dwell in New Jerusalem, 369.

Scorplons, 171.

Sea gave up the dead, 353.

Sealed book, 133; is openod 135, 139.

Sealing of an hundred and fony and four thou-
sand, 158, 157.

Sea of glass, 128 259.

Seal not the sayinlg- reasons therofor, 374.

SesluF as of a roll or book, 180.

Seat o , 102,

Second deal.h 101, 102, 336, 355, 364.

Serpent same as dra%on or dovﬂ 210, 327—
329 ; casts wnzor rom his moml&flo 211

angels, (trum ; seven

angels with vials, ?.gg 287 ; nven' candle-
sticks, 84, 88; seven churchea 76, 88;
seven eyes, 133; seven heads, 184 mo,
213; ssven hornl, 133; seven last

to be

see P ; seven mounuins, Jt l;
seven seals, lﬂ.um rits of God, 77,
108, 128 ; seven stars, 85, 88, 109; seven

thunders, 179, 180.
feventh mgol voice of. 181, 192; seventh
trumpet, 193,
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Shortly to come to pass, 73, Dr Hincouad

on the phrase, 73, 74 ; Professor Stuart, 74,
5,76. See under G Quickly.

S groat and marvellous, 257.

Silence in heaven, 163

Sraoke, for gloom and darkness, 170; fills the
temple, 264 ; ascendeth forever and ever,

245, 248, 306, 312.
{ma opmle to church thece, 95—102.
t for Jerusalem, 190.

Son of God, 105 ; of man, 84.

Song of Moees and the Lamb,

Sorceries practised b Babylon, 310,

Soreazkgrepresem ictions and judgments,

Souls of them that were slain, 149, 150.

Spirit, being in, 82, 124; instructions of, 101.

Star ; see Morning.

Stars fall from heaven, 151, 166, 167, 169 ; sig
nify rulers, 201.

Stars, crown of, 193.

Stones, precious ; see under Precious.

Stuart, Professor, on speedy fulfilment of Apoc-
nlypse, 74; believes it written before de-
struction of Jerusalem, 38,39; inconsistent
remarks on Revelation v. 13 144; on
metaphorical use of heavenly bodies, 156;
on forty-two months, 186, 187; on Christ
coming quickly, 194 195 349 375; on
the number of the beast, %9 230 on pun'
ishment in presence of the Lamb 242 on
the kings of the east, 276 ; on the phnse
everlasting, 341.

Sun, metaphorical use of, 151; third 2gnn
smitten, 167 ; fourth vial poured on,

Sun not light on men, 161, 162, 274

Sup with him, sense of 121.

Suppor, marrlage, of the Lamb, 317; Lord’s,

7; of the great God, 321, 322, Y04,

Sware by him that liveth, &c. "180.

Sword, two-edged, 85, 86, 102; of mouth 103

330, 321,
Synagogue of Satan, meaning of, 97, 114.

Tail of dragon, drew stars after it, 200, 201.

Tears wiped from all eyes, 162, 361.

Temple, outward, or literal, 184 measured,
11%5' image of seen in heavon, 176, m

Tem{)le, s{)irltual or New Jerusalem, 116, 161,

Ten dagl, meaning of, 99 ; ten horns, 184, 200
ten kings, 184, '200, 213, 214.

Thief, Christ came like, 109, 378, 479

'I‘high name written on, 321.

Thirst no more, 161.

'l’hounnd the hundmd and forty and fnur, 168,
157 23‘2 h’s pros
perity, 330, 331,

Throne of Christ, 121, léz throne set in hea-
ven,124 ; throne, whlu,w, or mediatorial
34 ; Christ ascended it when he came ir.
Bli‘:.kinggeom, 344 ; thrones, or seats of the

Thunder, used metaphorically, 279.
Thm(g‘l, epistle to the church thete, 104—

Time is at hand ; see under Quickly and Short
ly; time no Ionger. 181.
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'l’lllu of Jesus. jBesides thnee put down under
rhads see the following :] Faithful
Witnm, 117; First-begotten of the
dead, 78; Prince of the kings of the earth,
78; Alpln dOmepS 1, 83, 378; First
and the Last, 83; SonoGod "105 ;" Holy,
113; True, 113; Amen, ll7 Lion 1
Root of David l3’l l..u.n& 133; l-‘uthful
and True, 31 Rool. Oﬂipring of

Dan ,379.
Tongues, g d, a horrid 275.
vaall memphoncal signification ol‘ 198,199.
Tree of life, 93, 370; fruit every month, 37I :
heahng luvu, 371 believers had right 0

Trlnl by nmlctinn, 98, 99. »

Tribe of Juda; eee Juda.

Tribes, Javmh 158; sealed twelve from each
mba, 158.

Trumpet, voice of, 82, 123.

Twelve foundations of New Jerusalem, 366 ;
twelve gates of do., 366 ; twelve thousand
furlongs, of New Jerusal , 367 ;
twelve pearls, 363.

Two hundred th d, 174.

1th
Tyre, ldescrip!ion of, applied to spiritual Bab-
ylon,

Unclean spirits, 276.
Unjust, let him be unjust still, 375—377.

Vesture dipped in blood, 320.

Vials, (seven,) of God’s wrath, 267 ; poured
out upon the earth, 267, 268 first vial
poured on the Iand 263; second on the
sea, 269; third on the rivers and foun-
tains, 270; fourth on the sun, 274; fifth
on the seat of the beast, 274 ; sixth on the
Fuphrates, 275 ; seventh into the air, 279.

Vicarivs Filii Dei, 23

Victory over the beast, 259.

Vine of the earth, 254 ripeness thereof, what
it signifies, 254, 255.

Vintage, metaphor of, 254.

Virginity put for doctrinal purity, 234.

Voice, as sound of many waters. 35 ; like the
lion’s roar, or as seven thunders, 179, 180;
loud. 254 ; of harpers and musicians, 309,

INDEX.

Vvices from heaven, 233.
War in heaven, 203 ; put for spiritual contesta,

erol']ife 362, 363; see under F
gure river of, 370, invitation to drink of,

Waters of sea, metaphorical use of, 212, 294.
‘Whitby, Dr., on use of the word eternal, 247,
342; on judging the quick and the ‘dead,

White l\om. 146, 318; white mment, a sign
of purity, lll lﬂ) 126, 60, 263 ;
wlme stone, l03, white thmnc, 3.

judgment of, 283; sat on a scarlet-
286ﬁeda"l.:‘ ed‘ . f Rolllr')?

signified the city o

§ee also, under Babylon.

Winds meuphoncal use of, 155, I

Wine of fomlentlon,239 240 284 298 wine
of wrath of God, 24 5, 284,

Wine-press of God’s wrath, 234 ; sense of met-
aphor, 255, 321.

Without the city, without the camp, use of the

phrases, 255.
Witness, Jesus, 77.
‘Witnesses, the two, 187, 188. A
Woe, woe, woe, 168; third cometh quickly,

1.

‘Woman clothed with the sun, 197, 198; fled
into the wilderness, 202; persecuted by
the dragon, 209, 210.

Wonder in heaven, 197 ; another, 199.

Woodhouse on the number seven, 76; on the
judgment of the dead, 352—note.

Word of God, Christ so culled 320.

Works, pumshmenl. accordmg to, 106.

World, (otkoumene,) 115.

Wormwood, star by that name, 167.

Worship of Christ, 139, 14(5 142; John’s
splendid climax concerning, 143, l44 159;
worship not always dmne, 317, 318,

Wrath of the Lamb, 154 ; of God, came in his
jn;ggmenu, 195, 196; on the earth, 195,
196.
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Zion&uning of, .99 232, 1amb stood (uy








