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other interprotation is given to them. In pasticular, I sm not able to
see how the lerminus a guo, can be ascertzined, provided we fix upon
1260 years as the length of the period meant to be detignated, and then
insist upon it that popery is symbolised by the beast described in the
Apocalypse. The transackions and occurrences of A. D. 603, or LIl
far as these have regard to the Romish church, are mot of a disginctive
and important nature enough to mark with certainty the faggeinus a quo.
Every one who is in a good degree familiar with the history of the
third, fourth, and fifth centuries of the church, knows that popery took
ita rise from small beginnings, and that its growth was very siow aad
gradual ; so that any one definite and specific period can hardly be fixed
upon for any occurrence which made it substantially what it is. In-
deed, it did not reach its full height until the Council of Trent was
held, and its creed and policy established by it. Even admisting, then,
that chap. xiii. seq. has relation to the Romish church, how can we es-
tablish, with any tolerable degree of certainty, an exact time for the be-
ginuing of the terminus a quo? The end of such a period it would in-
, deed be easy to determine, could we once find out its proper beginning.
But there is one advantage which the patrons of such an igterpretation
have hitherto enjoyed, and which bas shiclded them in some mesasusre
from criticiam. This is, that the terminus ad guem, or end of the peri-
od, has hitherto, for the most part, been proposed by them as a period
still future. We are bid to wait until that future arrives, and then we
may see who is in the right respecting the beast of the Apocalypse. Johm
Albert Bengel, indeed, the most learned, pious, and perhaps conaistent
of all this class of interpreters, fixed, as we know, upon A. D. 1836 as
the year of the grand catastrophes disclosed in the second part of the
Revelation. He entertained not even the shadow of a doubt that he was
in the right ; nay, he verily believed, that his interpretation was given
to him by the special grace of God and the peculiar illumination of the
Holy Spirit. Yet that year has passed away, without any important
changes in the aspects of the world or of the chureb. Axnd 8o have oth-~
er periods fixed upon with the like or even greater econfidence, already
passed by, without affording us any signs that the great period of 1360
years is at an end.

Most of the hariolations, now rife in this country and in Europe,
elude the grasp of criticism by going into the futwre for a terminus ad
guem ; for who can positively contradict a declaration, that such or such
e occurrence, which is & poesible thing, will happen at such or such &
definite future period? England and America swarm with books of
this elass, all founded on the assumption, that Apoc. xiii. seq., respeeis
papal, and not pagen, Rome. This is not the place to examine in de-
tail suth & method of interpratation. L must remit the reader to the
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Apscalypes, profixed to various sections of the book, and to Vol. 1.
$27. I woyld merely remark here, that chap. xvii, the design of
which is to show, who is meant by the beust, etc., gives us not a single
Wnation thi, wonid of iteelf lead us to think of Ohmistiam instead of
Pagan Rome. Ivis a beast which was then existing, then devastating
the chunch agd threatening to destroy it, that is obviously set forth in
Rev. xifi. seq. Bat if this be not enough to show the unfounded nature
of the papal exegesis, i. e. of the exegesis which regards the beast in
Rev. xiii. aad xvii. as the symbol of the pope and popery, let one other
circumstance be brought into view. In Rev. 17: 10, the seven heads of
the beast are said to symbolize scven kinge; the angel-interpreter them
adde: ¢ Five of thess ave fallen ; one is; the other has not yet coms,
and when he shall have come, he will continue but & short time.” Now
whomalldmwuld&nmkeout,thtofpopay which arose near the
olose of the sixth century, it could be said in A. D. 68, that five popes
bhod siready fallen, one was then reigning, and the seventh when he
should appear would continue but a little time!! What a tissue of
downgjght amachronisms, absurdities, and monstrosities in exegesis, does
shis favorite papal application of Rev. xiii. and xvii. lead to and invoive !
How can any considerate, consistent, and candid interpreter shut his
eyes agninst all this, for the sake of carrying out his favorite argusnent
against the papacy ? With regard to the question : In what sense is the
papacy predicted or denounced in the Apocalypse? I have more than
once expressed my views, in the preceding pages; see above p. 267
soq. I meed not repeat again what has already been said. But the
supposition that John designed originally and clearly to symbolize papal
Rome by the beast from the ses, is one of the moet chimerical of all the
chimeras that party exegesis has exhibited.

‘We come next to the period of a thousand years, designated in Rev.
90: 4 seq. Is this to be literally understood, or must we make out of
i, a8 many bave done, a period of 860,000 years? Or may it be taken
in & generic way, as the designation of & very long period ?

Analogy would perhaps decide in favour of the literal construction,
" Yet the word thousand is so often employed in & general way, for a
long or very long period, that one might be justified, perbapes, in doubt-
ing here the abeolutely literal construction. A few examples from the
Scriptares will suffiee to illustrate my position ; e. g. “ The Lord ...
make you & thousand times as many as you are.—God who keepeth
covemant to a thousand generations~—How should one chase a thousand.
~—The word bhe commanded to a thousand generations.—He cannot an~
swer him one of a thousand.—If there be an interpreter, one of a
thousand—The caitle on a thoussnd Lills are mine.—A day in thy
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—Though he live a thousand years twice told.~<+QOne man among a
thousand have I found.—Where wefe a thousand Yyines, at & thousand

gilverlings.—One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of opge.—A listle one

shall become a thoueand.—The city that went out by a d.—Che
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
&y”

Invxewofsuchandsonumerousempleeofﬂ:ewor’Win—
definitely employed, some doubt may naturally arise in the mind of an
interpreter, whether this same word is, or is not, so employed in the
* passage before us. With absolute certainty the question cannot be de-
termined by us. ‘That the period of the church’s prosperity will be at
least 1000 years, seems to be certain. That the time may not be long-
er than such an exact period, can hardly be made out by any exegeti-
cal process. Andogy,utothemd‘thewdwwmﬂdphd
in favour of this; but the definite or mnearly definite periods elsewhere
designated in the Apocalypse, a8 we have already seen, would plead in
_ favour of the simple literal interpretation.

As to the period of 360,000 years, i. e. counting each day of the
thousand years for a year, I had almost said that I hope it is correctly.
made out. Yet I know of nothing which will justify this method of
reckoning. If the writer had designed to be understood in this manner,
would he not have given us at least some intimation of it? :

T am aware of the disappointment which some will feel, in view of
such repults as have been stated; for some evidently have favourite
schemes of interpretation, by which they make out from the Apocalypse
the destiny of the Romish church, and of the Mohammedan power, and
it may be, of other enemies of the true church. It would be super-
fluous for me to repeat here what I have elsewhere said in relation &0
this mode of interpretation. It is impossible, with such views as I en-
tertain, to regard the Apocalypse as a syllabus of civil and ecclesiasti-
cal history? It was written for the consolation of Christians under o
raging persecution, and its main design is to disclose relief from the
evils which then pressed upon the church. The distant future is indeed

recognized init. Yet how brief is the recognition| The future events

of long periods, and events too of inexpressible interest, are all crowded
into the compass of one short chapter (ch. xx.) ; thus showing that the
pressure of the times then passing was the masn object which the
writer had in view. Of course, if this position be correct, all the cal-
culafions about the beginning and ending of the 1260 years, and the
exact time of the commencement of the 1000 years, are withoat any
solid basis, and are not entitled to our credence.

Are these views, now, contrary to the spirit and tenor of the*N. Tes-
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tamrent? Does that bid us to expect, that definite periods of events in

-the distant future will be revealed to us? The Saviour did not tell his
oBnxious disciples, who inquired with eager curiosity : When shall these
_things be? eithextthe day or the hour when Jerusalem should be des-

trdyed. Nay hewent 8o far as to declare, that neither man, nor angel,
no, not even the Son himself, knew that day; Mark 13: 4, 32. Even
after his resusgection, and just before the ascension of Jesus, when his
followers renewed the anxious inquiry: “ Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel 7 his reply was: “Jr 18 Nor FOR YOU
TO KNOW,THE TIMES, OR THE SEASONS, WHICH THE FATHER HATH
PUT IN HIS OWN POWER.” Acts. 1: 6, 7.

One is often constrained to ask, when he reads or hears the confident
calculations of many, in respect to the time of restoring the kingdom :
What? Has the Savjour's solemn and parting declaration been re-
voked? Is it true, after all, that we may know the exact year, if not
the very month or day, when the kingdom of God shall come in full
power? Did John indeed obtain more knowledge of this than Jesus
himself was willing to communicate, and more than he judged it proper
for his disciples to know? We would not deny, that definite periods
Imve at times been assigned to the existence of temporal and temporary
evils. In the Apocalypse iteelf, spiritual Sodom and mystical Babylon
are limited to a definite period, as to the persecutions which they would
carry on against the church, and were carrying on when the Apocalypse
was written. But this is a case wholly unlike to that which is presented,
when it is asked: At what definite period will the millennium begin ?
That the Father Ras kept this in his own power, I doubt not. How
then can we listen to those hariolations which assure us, that this period
is well ascertained at present, and that too by men who are altogether
uninepired? How many confident vaticinations of this nature have
already been wrecked! How many and bitter disappointments are
others yet to experience, who put their confidence in them! Enough
for us to know, that the Lord is not slack concerning his promise, and
that ke who shall come, will come, and will not tarry. Evenso; Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly !

VOL. 11 60
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Rev. XX. 8. Kai 5ﬁa1u mmw 8is Ty aﬂwm,m ixdatos xaueaqpn
yeoey mm mam, iva 3 alam;dq e e&m az(u tedee0y Ta yidia
foy xai pera cavea 360 aveoy AvBiyas pixgor yeovor.

Every one must see, that one of the most important words in the in-
vestigation of this passage is {{noas. We may briefly recapitulate the
illustration of it, in this place. It cannot mean simply to live; for to
construe it thus, would be to deny the life of the soul after the death of
the body. When the Saviour gives promise to the pemtent thief, that
he should, that day on which he expired, be with him in Paradiss;
when the same Saviour appealed to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as
being alive, and thus disproved the doctrine of the Sadducees; and when
Paul says, that ¢to be absent from the body is to be present with the
Lord,’ it cannot be consistent with the doctrines of Christjanity to sup-
pose that our spirits die with our bodies. Above all, the writer of the
Apocalypse himself, as is remarked in the Commentsry, assumes a
position adverse to this, when he presents, as he does oftentimes and
everywhere in his book, the spirits of the just as uniting in the worship
and in the halleluias of heaven. In the very passage before us, the
seer beheld the wevydg of the martyrs apparently in heaven; and in
conjunction with this he sees the approaching ava{waus, (if I may eoin
an expressive word for the occasion),—dava{maig of their bodies, and
beholds, in prospect, their continued reign after this dvelmars, for a
1000 years. ‘Elyces, therefore, cannot mean merely to recover a
psychological existence which was lost. It cannot mean to live spirit-
ually, i. e. in opposition to being dead in trespasses and sins; for all the
saints and martyrs possess such a life from the time when they are
first regenerated or sanctified. It cannot mean to decome smmortal ; for
from the first moment of their existence as rational beings, they and all
the rest of the human race were immortal. It cannot mean merely,
that, at the time when the Millennium commences, they degin to be
happy, i. e. to enjoy life ; for those who die in the Lord are blessed
&nagry, i. e. immediately or without delay. Whatever §{yoay means
here, it must from the nature of the case be something differgnt from
that which can be predicted of the rest of men (oi Aowmoi), whether
these are Christians of the lower rank, or the wicked in general, or.both.
It must import, qoreover, & striking change in their antecedent condi-
tion ; for less than this the language cannot imply, without stripping it
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of all specinl significancy. Happy, in a high degree, they were before
the Millenniom ; apd therefore #noay can mean here nothing less than
a great augmentation of happiness, provided the word refers merely to.
the subject of happiness. But is there not good reason to believe that
it cannot well be made to refer merely to this? We must admit, it is
true, that the prosperity of the church is a subject of joy to all the
redeemed in heaven, inasmuch as we know that angels rejoice over
even one sinner who is brought to repentance here on earth. And
that there will be a general joy and a great augmentation of happiness
among the redeemed in heaven, on account of the millennial state of the
church, is an idea that we cannot well refrain from entertaining, whether
it is specially developed in the Scriptures o? not. Is it probable, then,
that &zoay here means merely such an augmentation of happiness?
How are the martyrs to be peculiarly distinguished from other Chris-
tiang, if such be the meaning? Their exalted piety may indeed give
them a more lively joy than that which is felt by others; but this
merely, if there be nothing more, would not correspond well to the
greatness of the change from their antecedent condition, which seems
to be plainly indicated by the whole passage before us.

If then, as it would"seem, we must reject all these meanings, how can
we well avoid coming to the conclusion, that &7noas here must mean
reviving or rising from the dead?  The use of {d¢w elsewhere in the
Apocalypse shows very plainly, that it may mean revived, kived again,
in reference to the body which had been dead. Thus the Saviour
speaks of himself, in Rev. 2:-8, as being he who had been dead, xai
§{noe, and had revived, lived again, after the death of the body. Thus
too it is said of the beast (Rev. 13: 14), which had the deadly wound of
the sword, that &{yce, s¢ revived. Thus in our context also it is said:
% The rest of the dead lived -not, ovx &ncay.” Surely the writer does
not mean that Christians of lower rank, or the wicked, have no exist-
ence at all after the death of the body.

The point of antithesis which seems to decide the whole case, is, as
is remarked in the Commentary, the distinction between the first resur-
rectiomand the eecond. It appears to be a distinction of order or suc-
cession, but not of kind. There is indeed one other particular of differ-
ence or contrast, viz. the second resurrection will be general, universal,
comprising both the righteous and the wicked, while the first will com-
prehend, as the writer's language seems to intimate, only saints and
marty¥s who have been specially faithful unto death. This distinction
the writer has made prominent. He expressly assures us, that the other
dead would not be raised when the 1000 years should commence, but
only at the end of the world when all will be raised.- The express con-
trast here made between the partial and the gemeral resurrection, and
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the menner in which this contrast is preseated, show that the design is
Bot to compare a spiritual with a physical resurrection, but to contrast
.thepuﬁalextentofthelnmrauhebeﬁnningofthemlemiun,whh
its general or universal extent at the end of the world,

Putting new all these considerations togetber, I do not see how we
ean, on the ground of exegesis, fairly avoid the conclusion, that John
hutaught,inthepwbd‘oreu,thatwncdubcamnﬁmqf
ﬁuuaerdc,atthemmMofﬁap«iadaijath
have boen shut up in the dungeon of the great abyss.

A thousand difficulties, as I am well aware, will start up st once in
the minds of many, and we shall be thrust at on every side with urgent
questions, earnestly asked, Mad asked moreover with confident anticipa~
tion that they cannot be answered. It becomes necessary, in order to
satisfly (if it can be done) the mind of the anxious and candid inquirer,
to take some special notice of the most urgent difficulties, which are of
such a nature as has been intimated.

(1) Vitringa's principal objection o such an isterpretation as I have
given above, is drawn from the alleged faet, that the word of God re-
veals one, and but one, resurrection, both of the just and theunjust.

This he takes 8o mueb for granted, that he doef not even go into any
disquisition respecting the subject, (p. 861). This has also been taken
for granted by many others; some of whom have argued against the
Johannean origin of the Apocalypse, becanse of this singular doctrine of
8 first resurrection; and others have affirmed, as Vitringa also dees,
that we are by no means to admit such a doctrine, on the doubtful ground
or meaning of a single passage.

Doubtful, however, philologically considered, I think we cannot well
pame it. I have already given reasons why we seem to be constrained
to admit the sense of a bodily resurrection, like to the last and final one.
The exigenciea of the passage are apparently such as absolutely to demand
this; at least a great portion of recent commentators have judged them
to be such. Indeed, if this be not a pesitien in the interpretation of
Scripture which is fully and fairly made out by philology, I should con-
fess myself at a loss to desiguate one which is, from among the many
difficult passages of the Scriptares.

Were it as Vitringa states the matter, i. e. doubiful whether philology
oan maintain the position which I have taken, then I freely grant, that
mmcmxﬁ th;a suthor, viz. that we are not to introduce a doctrine

eology which depends on the doubtful construggjon of
mIOnetextofSedpure,ndseemmbediwepanﬁmthegenerd
:nolrofﬂ:eadible,wwmmqniumamm Bus in the case before

1 oannot admit.any serious doubt, either on the grownd of genersl

whilolagy, er of the usus loguends of the Apocalypse. Moreover, i is
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net at all certain, at least to my mind, that the doctrine of a first, as
well as & second, resmrection ia pot elsewhere alluded to in the Serip-
tures.

But 1 will yow suppese, merely for the sake of argument, that it is
sot.  Does it then follow, that we are not to admit it from the passage
before us ?

‘Why shesld it, in case this passage is plain, and fairly incontroverti-
ble, as to its meaning philologically investigated? That it is so, I am
on the whole constrained to believe. Vitringa himself does not elsewhere
reason in such & way as he does here, in respect to other passages of
the New Testament. He does not call in guestion the doctrine, that
the mediatorial kingdom of Christ will ¥ given up, “ when the end
cometh ;” nor does he doubt that Christ, i. e. « the Son himself, will be
subject to Him who put all things under him, that God may be all in
all” (1 Cor. 15: 24-—28), because these doctrines are tanght but ence
in the Beriptures. He does not eall in question the doctrine that
“saints shall jodge the world, and judge angels,” because no scriptural
writer, except Paul, has presented this doctrine in such a shape. He
does not call in question the resurrection of the body, under such modi-
fications as Paul had*taught, ia 1 Cor. xv, although no other part of the
Bible presents us with these. Yet these are doctrines of high and sa-
ered import, not lightly to be received, and certainly not to be rejected
Lghtly. Why then, if the meaning of the text before us is clear, should
we reject the doctrine of a first resurrection, even if no other scriptural
writer has expressly taught it? There is nothing more improbable in
this resurrection, as considered in and by itself, than there is in the
second resurrection. ‘The difficulties are the same in all important re-
apects; and these difficulties all depend on speculative views which limit
the power of Grod, or preacribe the order of his kingdom in heaven; or
on difficulties arising from speculations respecting the nature and pro-
perties of matter, or comcerning personal identity, or existence in a
spiritual world, or other like things. If there be anything of this kind,
which may be arrayed in opposition to a first resurrection, so it may in
oppodjion to 8 seeond. These objeetions, then, plainly prove too much ;
of course, they can prove nothing to the present purpose.

But I bave another suggestion to make here, which must contribute
o present the subject in an attitude very different from that in which
Vitringa presents it. It seems to me, that the passage before us is not
theygnly one in the Scriptures which teaches or intimates, that there
will be & first and a second resurrection. I need not discuss this subject
again here. I refer the reader to Phil. 8: 3—11. Luke 14: 14. Is. 26:
19. 1 Cor. 15: 28, 24. 1 Thess. 41 16. In partioular doee Paul seem,
by his agagpy . . . Imuva . . . sise, in 1 Cor. 15: 28, 24, to have advert-
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edto a first and second resurrection. See De Wette in loc. On the
subject of such resurrections, see Vol. L § 10. p. 176 seq. of this work,
and the Comm. on Rev. 20: 4, 5.

(2) It is objected to a first resurrection, that it is acoompanied with
no judgment, and therefore is wholly unlike the second in this respect.
How, it is asked, can we suppose the saints and martyrs to enter upon
an exalted state of glorification, before they have been brought to trial
and to judgment ?

The answer seems not to be difficult. Is it not a doctrine of the
Scriptures, that the saints, immediately after death, do pass to a state of
glory? It is; and yet there is no general judgment connected with this.
By caleulation as to the nunfber of deaths which now take place in the
world, it is certain that at least one person dies about every second of
time. Such being the fact, a formal trial, understanding the word more
humano, of each individual before the bar of God, is out of the question.
The decisions of Omniscience need no protracted time for examination.
Each spirit takee the place, of course, to which its character necessarily
assigns it; and all this, as we must suppose, wnthout any general or
even any particular and formal Judgment, after the manner of human
tribunals.

This being admitted, why should it be objeewd to a first résurrection,
that it is accompanied with no formal judgment? The great Lord of
the church surely knows the character of all his servants just as well
without any such trial, as with one. 'The first resurrection is represen-
ted in the Apocalypse as a dessedness of @ peculiar nature, and the saints
and martyrs, who have been faithful unto death, are admitted to the
privilege of enjoying it. ¢ Blessed and holy is he, who hath a part in
the first resurrection ; over such the second death hath no power, bat
they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with bim a
thousand years,” Rev. 20: 6. These saints, then, it would seem, are to
anticipate the final judgment day, and enter on that higher state of hap-
pmess which results from the union of the soul with the body, when it
is raised from the dead and made like to Christ’s glorious bod$h—enter
on it long before the world comes to an end. In other words : Pgculiar
sufferings and fidelity are entitled to, and will receive, peculiar rewards.

That these, however, with all other intelligent, rational, accountable
beings, will appear among the congregated host at the final judgment, is
still not to be doubted. But their state will not be changed by that
judgment. Tt will be only to justify the ways of God in the view{j all
the rational beings, who have been formed 'by his power, and made ac-
countable to the moral laws of his kingdom.

I have said thus much, on the ground of conceding to the objector
what he alleges, in respect to bestowing reward without any trial or
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judgment. ‘But if the reader will now consult the Commentary on the
passage, he will find some good reasonm, (at least it appears so to me),
to doubt whether the martyrs are admitted to their state of exaltation
without any tyial or judgment. The tribunals, as we are told, are set,
‘and the judges are seated upon them; and as to the martyrs, a decision
seems to be implied, that a resurrection and an exalted station shall be
assigned to them ; and all this actually takes place. This seems to be
cdmprised within the meaning of the text, when it is carefully investiga~
ted. Of course, if this be the case, the objection has no scriptural basis
on the ground alleged.

If it be objected, that ¢ the writer seems to represent the judgment
here as preceding the resurrection, and sqyas not to be analogous to the
final judgment; the answer is obvious. The writer classes things to-
gether which are predicated of the same subjects, and does not relate
them merely in the order of sequen@y. And even if this be denied, the
éircumstance that the'judgment precedes the resurrection, is altogether
unimportant as to the mafin object of the representation. There is still
a judgment, beforé the higher reward is bestowed.

(8) ¢Must we then go back to the old doctrine of Papias, Irenaeus,
Tertullian, Nepos the Egyptian bishop with his friend Coracion, Lac-
tantius, and other visionaries of ancient and modern times, and interpret
all the prophecieg in relation to the Millennium literally? Must we
maintain that a thousand years of carnal feasting and luxury are set be-
fqre the charch, during which the King of Zion will literally descend tor
the earth, and feiffs in glory upon the holy mountain at Jerusalem, and
all nations go up and worship there, and all sin and suffering and sorrow
cease, and the earth be converted into another Eden, substantially like
that from which Adam was expelled ?’

Sach, with regret I acknowledge it, have been the phantasies of ma~
ny lively imaginations, even of not a few persons otherwise grave and
sober, buoyed up by dreamy hopes respecting the future. From the
records of even the most early times we have evidence, that such enthu-
siastic wisions were indulged. But of all this I find nothing .in the text
befoge ue. Not a word of Christ’s descent to the earth, at the beginning
of the Millennium. Nothing of the literal assembling of the Jews in
Pdlestine ; nothing of the Messiah’s temporal reign on earth ; nothing of
the overflowing abundance of worldly peace and plenty. We find, indeed,
moet lively images of the like nature in Isaiah, and in other prophets; but
an we doubt that this imagery has a tropical meaning, when we
are told, for example, that  the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leop-
ard lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fat-
ling together; and the little child shall lead them; the lion shall eat
straw like the ox, and the sucking child shall play on the hole of the
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asp, and the weaned child ehall put his hand on the cockaifice’s den
Is. 11: 6—8. Does any rational man indeed expect, that bessts of prey
and poisonous serpents will undergo an entire change of natare in the
Millennium, and that there will be no more sin nor sufferipg nor sorrow
during that period? This is to ask : Whether he expects that the pro~"
bation and the imperfections of man in the present world are entirely to
cease, 80 that there shall then be no need of a Christian ministry, or
of the preaching of the Gospel ? Is the depraved disposition of men to
exist no more, when this happy period arrives, and is there to be no fur-
ther need of the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, and of repen-
tance and reformation? Idle, yes, worse than idle, are all the fancy-
dreams about such & world gn expectancy as this. They have done
great mischief in the church, even at an early period ; nor have they
ceased to do it still ; but of all these phantasies the author of the Apoc-
. alypse is quite guiltless. »

Where were the thromes which John saw? Plainly where the souls
were who were to be judged. And where is shat? In chap. & 9 we
are Yold where it js. It is id Aeaven. The souls-of the mmrtyrs are
there represented as at the foot of the altar, in the templeof God in hea-
ven. And where, thronghout the Apocalxpes, are the souls of depart-
ed saints supposed to be? Surely with God and Christ i heavea.
But here, in the passage before us, no change of place,where the soulas
of martyrs are, is intimated. The writer tells us, that they sre to reigm

© with Christ for a thousand years. But Christ ie not represented as hag-
ing changed or transferred his place of abode. Occafcdally he is rep-
resented as making his appearance at the head of the armies of almighty
God, as a resistless conqueror. But his adode is in Aeaven, upon the
throne. In heaven, then, pera 2ot Xgioros, are martyrs and saints
to live and reign, during the millennial period. There indeed their
spirits were, before this period commenced ; but now a new state or con-
dition is brought to view. It is a union of their spirits with their bodies
raised from the dead. In this advanced state of happiness, they are to
be enthroned with Christ, i. e. they are to be where he dwells, and
where, as the Scriptures often teach us, he will continue to dwell, putil
he ghall make his descent at the final judgment-day. (See 1 Thess. 4=
16. 2 Thess. 1: 7. Acts 1: 11. 8: 21, which last text many apply to The
Millennium, but to this exegesis I cannot accede). Why then should
our author be taxed with the dreame and phantasies of ancient or mo-
dern Millenarians in the literal sense, who make a worldly and

kingdom, and bend all things in the Scriptures to the support of

scheme? There appears to be no solid ground for this; eertainly mone
expressed in our text. Martyrs are to be kings and priests, not of
Christ only, during the millennial petiod, bat of God alses Is God then
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to be-pessonally and visibly resident on earth, and are they to serve him
- in this condition, as the priests of old served in the tabernacle and tem-
. ple of the Hebrews? This question, at least, needs no discussion.
°, Why.then should the other? Will you say : ¢ Because Christ and the
" saints who are raised from the dead have dodies, therefore they must
have a local earthly habitation ? If so, then I would remind you, that
the dead are raised “incorruptible,” this “ mortal puts on immortality,”
the body “is raised in glory,” it “is raised in power,” it “is raised a
spsritual body.” How then can a material world be fitted for its abode ?
How, in the nature of things, can the glorified saints physically associ-
&te with those who have never yet undergone the change of death and
a resurrection? Inaword: How cBn earth becqgme heaven, and saints
once there glorified be honoured and made more happy by a descent
to & world of sin and sorrow, or &t all events to.a world in which corpo-
real and material beings dwell ? for such it will always be, 80 long as it
is & world of probateon ; and such a world it must be even during the
Millennium. But John' is responsible for none of these phantasies.
The view which ke giyes, presents nothing improbable ; certainly noth-
ing impbssible, ep mamgruous with the nature of things, as elsewhere
represented in the Scriptares. Bat,
(4) I shall doubtless be asked: What can the reign for a thousand
years with Chriet mean? Can it be, that after this period the saints
and martyrs will cease to live and reign, as kings and priests ? If this
reign has respact only to their heavenly state, must not this mode of
presenting the Subject imply, that after the period in question (the thou-
sand years), there will be a diminution of their happiness and glory ?
At first view, the difficulty thus suggested scems to be specious.
Further consideration however, may elearly diminish, if not entirely re-
. move it. The .reign in question, as here presented, is most evidently
a relative one. It stands related here to the state or condition of the
church on earth. When Christ has overcome the beast and false pro-
phet, his kingdom will be extended over most of the earth, and of *
courgg be very widely extended. As God, indeed, or the divine Logos,.
heylives and reigns over all forever and ever. But as Mediator, his pe-
culiarsreign is coéxtensive with his dominion as connected with the

. clmrch. So long as he suffers the powers of darkness to exercise their
dominion, his power or dominion as Mediator is not fully developed. -
But when this development shall be made, in the millennial day, then
the saints are to rejoice in it, and to participate with him in the joy and
gtury arising from it. And such is their triumph and j Joy, as presented
in the passage before us. It is & relative reign; it is their participa~
tion, in the Redeemer’s triumphs; forheutheHmd,md they are
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“ members of his body.” When that dominion is again invaded by the
congregated hosts of Gog and Magog, urged on by Satan once more
loosed from his prison, then it is, that this relative and (as we may say)

temporal dominion is again thwarted, and brought into a new state of .’

trial and danger. It seems, as it were, to suffer an interraption. Be-
yond the period when the new enemy is to be subdued and destroyed,
the Apocalyptist has not made particular disclosures. But the implica-
tion of course is, that when the enemies of the church’s peace and pros-
perity are destroyed, then the peace and prosperity of the church will
return and be reéstablished. The reign of the saints and martyrs, then,
will be resumed, and will continue until the end of all things. Xt wif
go on safter the consufmation of alf’ things ; for they will be «kings and
priests of our God forever and ever.” Yet the object of the passage
before us is not to disclose this last view of the subjeet; for all the re-
deemed will participate in these final honours. It is merely to disclose
to Christians the great truth, that the martyrs, or the’ faithfal who will
have lived before the millennial period, will enjoy the peculiar privilege
of a first resurrection as a reward of their fidelity, and will be advanced
to an elevated state of glory at the commencement: of that period.
That this elevated state will ead, at the closé of that period, except in
the modified manner slready stated, there is no reason to suppose.
The dominion of Christ as Mediator is to be given up,(so Paul tells
us), at the consummation of all things; for after that, there is nothing
more to be done byhlmmtheoﬂlelaleapwtyofa . But
Christ’s glorified human nature is not to be anni wor his morad
dominion over the Redeemed to cease, so long as heaven and happiness
endure.

So in the case before us; becanse the apostle tells us, that the mar-
tyrs begin their glorious triumph with the millennial period, it does not
follow that it is to end with that period. It is only its relative condition

_which is to be changed, when a new enemy comes in upon the church.
But still, the final triumph of the church is certain; and the reign of
the saints, as kings and priests of God, is to be forever and evers

Thus have I discussed the most important questions, which are raised
by way of objection to the interpretation which has been given‘'to the
passage before us. I might stop here, and leave to the reader of #he
book other and minor difficulties, which not unnaturally arise in the
minds of some respecting the subject before us. But it may not be
amiss, in order to satisfy the minds of some who are perplexed
the passage under examination, to consider a few other questions whi
may be raised.

It is asked : ¢ Whether all true Christians, and indeed all wruly psous
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wmex of every age, who lived before the commencement of the Millen-
ninm, will be raised from the dead at that period, or whether the Apo-
calyptist affisms this only of Christian martyrs !

To this I anewer briefly, that those «“ who are beheaded for the testi-
mony of Jesus,” are clearly placed in high relief, by the writer of the
Apocalypse ; but possibly he does not limit the promisea merely to
these. He may mean to include all who have not received the mark of
the beast, nor done him hemage, i. e. all who amid sufferings have been
faithful and true to the doctrines and dauties of a divine religion, in times
of pressure. We cannot well doubt that he has specially in view the
persocuted Chrisgans of his day ; but still, may he not be regarded as .
designating ¢wo classes of persons? * Can he meda to be understood as
confining his views only to literal and actual martyrs? And if faithful
Christians in general are described by his language, then what forbids,
that all of these before the Millennium, who have cherished the same
spirit as the actual martyrs, served the same God, and possessed the
same sywmpathies in respect to the ity and welfare of the church,
should be included in the promises which he here bolds out ?

The answer to thede questions is not very easy, and cannot, as it seerns
to my mind, be made out*with entire certainty from the text. The nat-
ural impression from reading the text plainly is, that martyrs who have
been steadfast during persecution by the beast and false prophet, and
maintained in the midst of sufferings their integrity throughout, will be
. partakers of the. first resurrection. But then, what enlightened interpre-
ter will not that the particular representations and symbols ex-
hibited in the Apeocalypee, are designed to teach and establish general
truths ? 1Is it not true, that ¢ Christ will reign, until all enemies shall
be put under his feet,” all of whetever kind, whether they are pagan
Rome or any other pagan country, whether Islawmism or false Christian-
ity? I believe this to be assuredly true; and that the principles estab-
lished by the Apocalypse are intended to cover this whols ground, not-
withstanding the symbols and representations are specific and particular.
In seordance then with such & principle I shall doubtless be asked :
¢ Why may we not hope, that all the faithful martyrs and confessors of
every age, previous to the Milleonium, will participate in the glories and
Benours of that blessed day ? )

The answer, as it seems to me, must on the whole be, that some shades
of doubt remain here. Is there not & distsmction made by John, between
those who have perilled their lives and suffered for their steadfast ad-
herenee to religion, and those who have been distinguished neither by
active piety nor by suffering 7—Who will venture to answer with con-
fident assurance, that theve is not? The special object, in view of
which the Apocalypse was written, seems to point us to the class of
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martyrs and faithful confessors, as being the only ones intended to be
included by the writer. In times of distressing and bloody persecution
was the book written. Christians were to be consoled, and fortified so
s to meet the shock. 'What now was the natural course for the writer
to take? Was it not to hold out kigp and peculiar rewards to those
who endured to the end? It is difficult not to think this probable.
And what is the peculiar reward of unshaken constancy and fidelity ?
A part in the first resurrection. ‘This is the nataral and obvious solu-
tion of the case. But what then of other pious men of every age, who
have borne no conspicuons part in martyrdom or suffering, and made no
peculiar attainments in piety? Are they to wait the common lot of
other Christians, who may live after the Millennium has commenced,
and be raised up only at the last day? X do not feel that this question
can be answered with entire confidlence. On the owe hand, to affirm
that all the pious, who have lived before the Millennium, will be raised
up at the beginning of that period, would seem to abolish all distinction
between faithful confessors, who gre martyrs, and other Christians who
hold an inferior place ; and thus to remove special excitement to stead-
fast adherence to Christianity amid sufferings and ‘desth. On the other
hand, however, it will be said, that we seem, by the distinetion in ques-
tion, to mingle the pious of humbler degree with the wicked, who are a
portion, if not all, of the oi 20i70i z6d».vexpa» that have no part in the
first resurrection. We are reduced then to a kind of strait here, be-
tween these two considerations; nor does there a) be anything
g0 entirely explicit in our text, as completely to relieve us from this
strait.  Enough, since we know assuredly, that faithful saints and mar-
tyrs, in times of persecution and deep distress, have a glorious reward
placed before them, of which they will not be deprived. The fearful
and timid and wavering and cold and slothful Christien—why shounld
he be encouraged by the same prospect and the same promises, which
are placed before martyrs and faithful confessors? Even if the abound-
ing and wonderful mercy of God should, in the end, give him part in
the first resurrection, it does not seem to be meet, nor consistenéwrith
proper excitement to elevated piety, to hold out the same promises and
encouragement to the timid and doubting and slothfal Christian, as to
the faithful and active and diligent one, who counts not his life dear in
the cause of Christ, yea, who counts all things but loss, for the excel-
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord.

And does not Paul himself seem to say, that although he might pos-
gibly be a Christian, and attain to final happiness, yet he should loee a
part in the first resurrection, if he should become slothfel and remiss?
He tells us that he had suffered the loss of all things, apd ceanted them
but dung . . . that he might know Christ and the power of his vesurree-
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tlon . . . of by any means he might attain to the vesurrection of the dead ;
Phil. 8: 8—11. Did Paul, then, eousider it a matter of doubt whether
he showid have a part in the final resurrection? This same apostle,
who has s0 expressly taught us the resurrection of all, both of the right.
eous and of the wicked-—did Ae doubt whether he could attain to this
same resarrection? Surely not. Consequently his declaration, them
snd only then, seems to possess a full and energetic meaning, when we
view him as declaring, that & high and holy and vigorous contest with
the powers of darkness must be carried on, in order to obtain a part in
the first resurrection. - So interpreted, the meaning of the passage
stands out in bold retief.

All this seems rather to gnide us to the concludion, that a distinotion
will be made among the pious themselves, at the first resurreetion.
This is only cawrying out the principle, that those who possess five
talents and improve them diligently, will be made rulers over five cities 3
and those who have two, over omly two cities. In other wordss:

_ % Blessed are the dead whe die in the.Lord ; yea, saith the Spirit, for
ﬁeymthmtmmmmm'whdoﬂlowﬂwnu” An em-
phatic meaning can, 8n this groend, be naturally assigned to this pas-
sage. Yet I do not, and tare not, confidently afirm in a case like this,
where all is future, and from'its very nature is involved in some obscuri-
ty as seen by our feeble vision. One thing is certain—Just and true
are the ways of him who is King of Sainta.

It may be asked, moreover: ‘/n what manner will this first resur-
rection take place? ‘With outward and visible demonstrations ; or only
by a secret and unobservable exertion of divine power ¥

In regard to this it may be said, firet, that there is nothing in the text
of our author which would ge to show, that there will be any extraordi-
sary outward and vissile demonstration made by the Saviour and at-
tending angels, at the period in question. Different is the passage, in
its tenor, from that in 1 Thess. 4: 16, where the apostle says, that * the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a loud shout, and with the
voiceof an archangel, and with the tramp of God,” i. e. with the sound
of the trumpet of God, as on Sinai of old. This declaration of Paul
plainly has respect to the final resurrection, when “ those who are alive
shall be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so be
ever with the Lord.” But nothing of this kind, in either of these re-
wpects, is said in the paseage before us. May We not conclude, then,
that John did not mean to designate a resurrection apparent to all the
dwellers on earth, or apparent to the fleshly eye, but one which, although
wot ontwardly seen by men, and unattended with any pomp or outward
and visible tokens, will in reality take place, in order that martyrs and
faithful saints mey as it were anticipate their final state of glory, and
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enjoy the triumphs of the church, in the splendour and excellence with
which redeeming love will invest them ?

It becomes us not to be over confident in any interpretation of a pas-
sage which has respect to future occurrences of a high and mysterious
pature. But so far as the laws of interpretation lead us we may go,
with a humble but steadfast confidence, that the Saviour has, at all
events, promised great and glorious things to saints and martyrs, when
the kingdom of the beast and false prophet shall be brought to desola-
tion, and the kingdoms of this world become the domain of our Lord
and of his Christ.

In taking leave of the subject of the first resurrection, I weuld merely
suggest a few of the leading thoughts that must guide us, as it seems to
me, in making up our final opinion. (1) It is clear that the ssus lo-
guends of the New Testament sanctions the assigning to &lycas the
meaning of revived, lived again afier death. (2) At the end of v. 4 is
is distinguished from éfasidevoay x. 7. &. The living is obe thing, the
reigning is another. If now we give to #{yoas the tropical semse of
reigning with ORrist, or of being advanced to an exalted state of glorifi-
cation, then the two expressions would be tautolégical ; which appears
to be inadmissible here. For, (38) The writer immediately contrasts
the state of the glorified martyrs with that of tAe rest of the dead, v. 5.
He says of the latter, that they did not live, i. e. in the sense in which
the martyrs did. Now if oi dowroi 76> vengdis includes other saints who
are not martyrs, or the wicked, or both, it would be difficult to make
out any tolerable meaning, unlees we understand é{7da» as importing a
real resurrection. As to happiness, (if we understand i{gcar simply to
designate this), other saints surcly do partake of it. And as to the
wicked, it would be needless to assert here, that they were not happy
during the thousand years. In fact, (4) The only tropical meaning
that can be assigned to &{ycar here, which will bear examination at all,
is that of exaltation to a high degree of glory and happiness. There is
no certain analogy for this shade of meaning in respect to {¢w, elsewhere
in the New Testament. I do not deny the peesibility of exaployisg the
word in this way, nor even the probability, in case other circumstances
accorded. But here the contrast stands in the way. The martyrs
#(noay at the beginning of the thousand years; the rest of dead o#x
&noay until those years were completed. Is not the implication here,
of necessity, that at some period after this completion the rest of the
dead also lived? The contrast relates only to the period in question.
Beyond that is a second resurrection, in which the rest of the dead will
live. If this includes all the rest of the dead, then, living cannot mean
advanced to a Aigh degree of glory and happiness, for all the dead will
never attain to this. If the rest of the dead means only other saints
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who are not martyrs, the difficalty would indeed be diminished, for all
will be “kings and priests unto God,” after the general resurrection.
Is this then the meaning of the writer? And does he mean only to
contrast one class of saints here with another? It is a possible sense,
I would concede; but is it probable that he so limits the comparison ?

There is, I freely confess, so much that is difficalt here, that I do not
sdvance my main positions with full and entire confidence. 1 have ven-
tared upon the path that I have trodden, merely as led by philology,
and, as I would hope, in the way of & modest and humble inquirer. I
have freely suggested the difficulties which philology throws in the way
of the tropical meaning often assigned to #{ycar here. If they are not
insuperable, they are at least very great. My own mind at least is so
much influenced by them, that I do not see my way clear to adopt the
tropical meaning. I must incline to the other, although with no little
diffidence. I can readily cherish respect for those who may differ from
me on the points before us; and at all events, they are at liberty to
form and maintain their own opinions.

One other question in respect to our subject, and we must then dis-
miss it: How xXTENSIVE does the passage before us intimate that the
millennsal reign will be ?

To answer this question, we must look at the plan of the book under
examination. Here all is progressive, chimactic. First, the Jewish per-
secuting power is subdued, and Palestine is rescued from its grasp.
Then follows the subjugation of the Roman empire, in all its extent over
what was called the known world. Bat still, even this does not actual-
ly embrace the whole earth. Bceyond the boundaries of this empire,
and in regions unknown to the ancients, were numerous hordes of bar-
barous nations, by the Greeks and Romans called Scythians; by the
people of Middle and Western Asia named Gog and Magog. These
plainly are not included in the second great triumph of the church; for
after the 1000 years, when Satan is again let loose, he betakes himself
to these, and leads them up, i numbers like the sand of the sea, against
the camp and city of the saints. Whence could such an army come, if
the whole world without exception were already Christians? No de-
fection or apostasy from Christianity is intimated by John. Satan goes
among the far-distant Aeathen, and excites them once more to war against
the saints, Rev. 20: 7—9. So the ancient prophets also predict; as
one may see by a careful study and examination of Ezek. 87: 1—389:
24. Joel 8: 1—21, Zech. xiii. xiv. Then comes universal peace and
safety to the church. Its setting sun will be in unclouded glory.

How exactly, too, does all this correspond to God’s dealings with his
church in times past! More than 2000 years pass away before a cove-
nant people are selected; 500 more before a writtea revelation com-
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mences ; more than 4000, from the beginning of the world before it is
completed ; and after 1800 years more, oaly a small part of the earth is
yet christianized. How many more will pass before such a portion of
the earth is reclaimed from heathenism and error, as will correspond to
the extent of the Roman ewmpire as presented in the Apocalypae, is more
than we can tell. « The times and seasons hath the Father kept in his
own power.” But this we know; ¢ The Lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slackness; a 1000 years are with him
as one day, and one day as a 1000 years.”— Yet he that shall come,
will come and will oot tarry.” “ Amen! Even so; come, Lord Jesus,
come quickly !”

In the Apocalypse, now, analogies to these perieds are carried out.
All is gradual, progressive, climactic. The final consummation is the
new heavens and the new earth, where all is holiness and peace and
happiness. God and Christ will dwell with the redeemed ; they shall
hunger no more, and thirst no more. There shall be no more pain,
nor sorrow, nor death, nor sin. The Lord will be their everlasting
light, and God their glory. I3 not this enough? Can we ask for more
to animate our hopes, to cheer us in our sufferingy, to sustain us under
our sorrows? “ Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered
into the heart to conceive, of the things which God hath prepared for
those who love him.” .

Finally, it will be perceived, that while, with nearly all of the recent
interpreters of the Apocalypse who possess distinguished exegetical tal-
ent, I admit a first resurrection, I am far removed from the ancient or
the modern enthusiastic interpreters, who find in our text a temporal and
wsible reign of Christ on earth, in the midet of a church militant and
triumpbant mingled together in one and the same terrestrial abode. To
reeount the phantasies of these would be a wearisome, and in mauy re-
spects an unprofitable task. I must content myself with merely trans-
lating a single passage from Irenaeus, which will show how early some
visionary and extravagant opinions, in relation to a temporal and terres-
trial reign, gained a footing even in the primitive church.

In the latter part of Irenaeus’ fifth book Contra Haereses, he comes to
the topic in question. Here he labours, at great length, to show that
nearly all the promises of the Old and New Testaments have respect to
such a terrestrial reign. In the midst of his arguments, he appeals to
what certain presbyters or aocients had related, who, a8 he says, had
seen the apostle John. From him had they heard, as he avers, that
Christ himself when speaking of the days of his earthly and visible
reign, said to his apostles: ¢ The days will come, in which vines will
grow, each having ten thousand branches; and on each branch there
will be 10,000 twigs, and on each twig 10,000 clusters of grapes ; and
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in each cluster 10,000 grapes; and each grape, when expressed, will
yield twenty-five pezpirac of wine, [i. e. about 209 gallons). And when’
any one of the saints shall take hold of a cluster of grapes, another
[cluster] will cry out: I am a better cluster, take me, and on my ac-
count give thanks to the Lord.” (Iren. Cont. Haer. Lib. V. c. 83.)
‘When this calculation is reduced to a simple result, it makes one grape
vine to produce wine to the amount of 180,000 billions of gallons.

Thus far the alleged words of Christ to his disciples. Now follows
another passage taken by Irenaeus from a work of Papias (fl. A. D,
100), entitled Aoyiwy xvgiaxdy 'Efnyjoeic. It runs thus: «In like

"manner a grain of wheat will produce 10,000 heads ; and each head will
have 10,000 grains; and each grain will yield ten pounds of clear fine
flour ; and other fruits will yield seeds and herbage in the same propor-
tion. And all the animals which subsist on the productions of the earth,
will be peaceful and harmonious, and obedient to man with the most
entire subjection.” (Ib.)

Irenaeus then adds, that he has taken these things from the work of
Papias already named, and subjoins the remark of Papias at the close :
¢ These things are credible to those who have a believing spirit.”

Such then were the dreams of enthusiastic minds even at, and soon
after, the very close of the apostolic age; dreams ridiculed by Origen
himself, by Eusebius, by Dionysius of Alexandria, Jerome, Augustine,
and many others ; but still, dreams which gained credit with such ae
could not elevate their minds above the sensible objects around them.
‘When was it, or will it be, properly understood, that Christ’s kingdom
is not of this world—«is not meat and drink, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost?” In comparison with these, all
earthly pleasures and glories sink into utter insignificance.

To recite such interpretations and phantasies, is to refute them. Yet
recent developments in England, Germany, and our own country, exhi-
bit phantasies not less airy than these. It behooves us, then, to gird
up our loins, and de sober, hoping, praying, and laboring for the coming
and establishment of a kingdom which, as the apostle says, shall never
be shaken, (Heb. 12: 28), and which, in its consummation, will be
adorned with all the glories that the presence of God and the Redeemer
can impart.

wishes to pursue the history of the development of Chiliasm,
i e. a belief in the thousand years’ reign of Christ and the eaints on earth,
can easily find the means of accomplishing this end. He may begin with
the Epistle of Barnabas, cap. 15, in Cotel. Pat. Apostol. p. 45. After this
come Hermas Pastor, Vis. L, Cot. P. A. p. 76, which will give him some
hints. Irenaeus, cont. Haeres. V. c. 33—36, presents an ample opening.

VOL. IL. 62
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A pessage in Justin Martyr, Disl. cum Tryphone, p. 306 seq. ed. Colon.,
should not be overlooked ; which, though in some respects obscure and
much controverted, will give important hints as to the shape of general
opinion at that time. A somewhat graphic passage may be found in Ter-
tullian, Advers. Marcionem, Il 24, where he tells us of a full developmens
made by himself in his book De Spe Fidelitmn (now lost). Distinct recogni-
tions of Chiliasm at an early period, may be found i Euseb. IIL 28 and
39. VIL 9, et al. By far the most copious and eloguent account, however,
of chiliashic views in ancient times, may be found in Lactantius, Instt. VIL
§ 14 seq., and Epit. c. 71 seq. An instructive exposition of the ancient his-
tory of Chiliasm, by W. Muenscher, may be found in Henke’s Mag. fiir
Relig. philosophie, Exegese, ete. VL p. 239 seq. Beyond all comparison
the fullest, richest, and most complete development of Ohiliasm is made in
Corrodi's Geschichte des Chiliasmus, Vol. I—IV. amall 8vo. ; a book replets
with learning, specially of a Talmudic and Rabbinic kind, end with the
exhibition of keen critical acumen and powers of sarcasm not often to be
met with. But withal, he is bitterly prejudxced against the Apocalypse,
and appears to have written his work in order to destroy the credit of it
He is altogether uncandid in examining and weighing the historical testi-
mony respecting it, and has greatly misconceived of the object and aim of
the book. But his work is a spacious Repositorium of everything that hes
been said, or dreamed, about the Millennium ; and one finds in it a com-
plete historical apparatus. Corrodi brings the history of the principal en-
thusiasts, in respect to the Millennium, down to the latter part of the last
century. Few books are written with equal vivacity, or with equal keen-
ness of discernment and of satire. He who knows how to separate the
good from the bad, may derive much from the work, which is rare and
valuable.}



APPENDIX.

[X was desirous, when characterizing Herder’s work on the Apocalypse
(Vol. L p. 471), to give the reader some specimens of his mode of defending
and illustrating this book; but a fear that I should transgress the bounds
prescribed to the present volumes, deterred me from doing so. Having
now completed the printing, and finding some little space which may be al-
lowed me, I embrace the opportunity to lay before our religious public a
specimen of the manner in which Herder, in his celebrated work called
Maran Atha (the Lord will come), deals with the Apocalypse, and with its
opposers. The work of Herder bas become rather scarce in Germany ; and
in our country it can be but very little known, except among some classes
of the German population. In his time, Herder performed an important
service with respeet to,the book in question. He arrested the current which
Oeder and Semler and Corrodi had set in motion so strongly against the
Apocalypse. The peculiarities of his style are adapted to excite attention,
and create a lively interest in what he says. I will not call him the Tacitus
of the Germans ; for he has an imagination so luxuriant, fancy so boundless,
and vivacity so sparkling, that I cannot well liken him to Tacitus. But in
brevity and sententiousness, and in the apothegmatic form of his sentences,
and the pregnant sense of his words, he has much resemblance to Tacitus.

It is impossible for me to give my readers an exact picture of Herder’s
manner. In the first place, our language lacke the power and energy and
variety of the German, In the second, Herder is so peculiarly idiomatic,
that any one might as well ask him to translate Shakspeare into German, as
to demand of me to give the exact image of Herder in English. 8till some-
thing mey be done, and something to our present purpose. Such of my
readers as are not acquainted with the German style and manner, among
their more popular and lively writers, will he glad to eee a specimen of
what Herder wrote some sixty years ago, in order to vindicate and explain
his favourite book.

At the close of his Commentary, he addresses himself to the task in ques-
tion, and occupies more than 100 pages in the performance of it. From the
first part of his Appendix 1 have selected the specimens of his composition
which now follow.] )

Thus far we have gone through with the imagery of the book, in or-
der first of all to show that it is intelligible, and to elicit its meaning
foom itself, and from the writings of the prophets, together with the
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testimony of Christ and of history. This was our first and principel
task. There has heretofore been a general prejudice against the book
a8 being unintelligible. It is assumed that the key to the book is lost,
and consequently that its explanation must necessarily rest on mere con-
ceit and arbitrary assumption. These views must be met and opposed
by fact and argument, before anything further is said.

To me it seems, that they may be fully contradicted. The images
which the book employs, speak, as all 'images do which are rationally
employed, i. e. they have a meaning. 1Is a metaphor, an allegory, a coin,
a statue, yea a whole system of mythology, intelligible by virtue of im-
agery in poems, speeches, philosophy, works of art, as soon as it is found
to have a meaning, and do we then consider ourselves as in possession
of data sufficient to make out its intelligibility ; is this true in respect to
the Greeks and Romans, and is it admitted without contradiction and
adopted ; then why not'apply the same intelligible language of imagery
to the Hebrew prophets? These had all one spirit, one object; one
builds on another, one explains another, and as gold have they all been
preserved. No imagery has remained more pure, or been more tho-
roughly proved, than this. No imagery, moreover, is so thoroughly in-
corporated with the genius of the people, their writings, and their lan-
guage. The Hebrew poetry is as it were all symbol, imagery, holy and
lofty diction. Even the prose writers must needs speak in a tropical
way, because their language demands it ; still more must teachers and
prophets do this. No language loves and affords imagery like this. In
one is a fiery glance, in another a breath full of the spirit of the Lord.
So speaks the Old and New Testament; so speaks the book before us,
which is the sum of both.

1t is a mere old wives’ tale, that a special key belongs to it, or that it
has been lost. 'Who writes a book without a key? Who writes sach
an one for seven churches? Did John append a key to the book when
he sent it? How did it look? Who has seen it? And where was it
lost? In the sea at Patmos, or in the Meander? John writes a book
for others, for many ; a book on whose contents he was so intent, that
he heaps curse upon curse on him who curtails it, and proffers blessing
upon blessing to him who reads, hears, and obeys it. And still this
book is said to be an unintelligible enigma, an unmeaning something
which is fast sealed up, which no ome but its author can understand,
and which perhaps he himself did not understand. Can anything be
more incongruous ? And if it were intelligible to the Christians of that
day, why not to us, who have in like manner the writings of the Old
Testament, and what is still more, the written testimony of Jesus, and
of the history to which the book adverts. They lived in times of dis-
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tress; they st needs wait for the folfilment of prediction ; they eould
not therefore inspect the contents of the book in any other way than
through the mists which hang about the future. We live 1700 years
after themn, in the most luminous period of history. Is the book fulfilled,
(for itself declares that it must soom, speedily, shortly be fulfilled), then
must history give us some opening to it. Was it fulfilled in the eircle
of John, in Judea, or in Christendom? Very good; the history of either
is not involved in darkness. Respecting the events of Judea we have "
eye-witnesses and historians, so accurate and impa.rtia.laseanmelybo
found in reepect to other events. Christianity, moreover, is not wantmg
as to histories, Inbnef,tf this book was fulfilled, it was fualfilled in a
clearer manner than any prophecy of the Old Testament, uttered in
times incomparably more obscure. And what kind of a prophecy must
that be, which, after its fulfilment has been clearly set forth, is still un~
intelligible ?

Thubookmnotofsuehamre, and I scarcely know how any one
could have ever deemed it to be so. I ask no one to believe me, but to
believe himself, and to see with his own eyes. Of what avail is it, to
make efforts to render current the meaning of a symbol by the: credit of
an arbitrary explanation? Many have done this; but time will still
come, and with her impartial hand brush away all the artificial colour-
ing of an explanation, which one*had palmed upon himself and his cone
temporaries. Only the gold of truth is imperishable. This only, in
the interpretation of this book, can give certainty and harmony ; this is
saperior to all party-spirit. So long as one employs an unnatural mode
of interpreting a book of symbols, o long he will explain it in a capri-
cious, arbitrary, narrow, and ungrounded manner. No harmony of opin-
jons can be expected in this way; for the paths of error, of conceit, of
party-feeling, and of illusion, are without number. Each one chooses
his own because it is his ; and then he usually defends it against all oth-
ers, and not seldom against himself. It is error only that blinds him ;
it is darkness which makes him severe and sensitive. The light of truth,
if it is pure and is admitted, appears altogether beaatiful, elear, and
pegcefual, for all and to all. A straight line is the shortest, and can be
But one ; of the crooked and broken lines there is & number beyond all
computation, from every quarter and in every direction.

‘Whenever I give myself to the guidance of sound judgment—to the
best and eternal testimony of tauth, it renders me very quiet aa to the in-
trinsic value of my interpretation. It has significancy, and operates by
itaelf, like the symbols which it explains, - Here and there I find myself
in oppoeition to some great and good interpreters, such as Grotius, Wet-
stein, Absusit, and Harenberg; but only naw and then, for one or twe
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steps. Mostly T lot them go thair own way, snd go forward ca mime
slone. May the reader go with me; or rather, may he follow himeelf
and the sound and simple dictates of truth. Where this speaks to him
may he take my word ; where not, let him amend and correct my er-
rors. My leading prineiple has been, to regard no symbol in an arbitra-
ry manner, and to make it mesn nothing which it does not plainly mean,
like every allegory, statue, and coin. I know of no mystical and typi-
eal word (aceording to the perverted meaning of this expression) in all
the book ; and yet, the whole book is in a sound sense typical and mys-
tical. I will not spend & moment in begging for the assent and appro-
bation of others. My explanstion must speak for itself, as the book
does.

That which has demanded much reflection, is the manner in which
I should present and analyze the symbols. Nothing is more difficnlt
than this. An image must speak for itself, if it have any meening. In
all its lineaments it must be consentaneous, and at onee present itself—
st least an image in the spirit of the East. Here mereover it is said :
¢ Jehovah speaks, and it is dones he commands, and it stands fast.”
His measure is brevity, his operation the twimkling of an eye. How
now, if the interpreter will expoand, and bring forward one by one, and
dismember, and out in picves? dn the Apocalypss everything is in
rapid motion ; everything hastens and ‘urges on toward the goal; it is a
messenger of the swift-coming Lord, of lightning, of the judge. At one
time the image is that of the sharp sword of the breath ; at another, the
snow-white locks on the head of the conqueror; here a fiery look of
Jehovah, there the rushing of his approaching feet, a cry, a breath, a
voice of the Spirit. How shall I present these ? How analyse and ex-
plain them? In the whole book is rapidity, presence, arrival, a seal to
be broken, the sound of flying trumpets, signs and meseengers and
visions passing through the air, which hasten on, and almost present
themselves at one and the same time. Were it possible that the fowr
living creatures should cry out together, and the four seals be broken
in rapid enccession, and the four first trumpets reot up the elements all
at once, and conld I put ali these visions together, so that seven
churches should flame up around one Sen of man, so that the Lamb ch
the loftiest heights of the blessed should -appear at the same time with
the beast from the pit of destruetion below, and great Babylon impress
itself at once on the mind, as harlot, as town, as beast, and as monster
—all this, and unspeakably more—were it possible, and possible for me,
‘then might I eount upon one eutire impression of the meaning and ex-
planation of this book. But it is beyond my resch. The meaning
soars on wings, but words can merely cresp. There stands she symbol,
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amd lives, and bremthes ; but the words must separate and divide it, and
in ways so various, that perhape the image as a whole is perceptible
only 10 connoiesours. 1 have laboured against sach a consequence; 1
have made things follow in rapid succession, put symbols together again
which I must needs divide, given & hint, a reference here and there to
the testimony of Christ, then to the saying of a prophet. Rabbinical
usages and idioms of language I have left out, because I have taken
them for granted, and perhaps at some other time may publish an ap-.
propriate lexicon of the imagery in respect to its sources and its idiom,
with a bistory of the interpretations and the influence of this book.
Enough at present, that there was not time for all this. In the sequen-
cy-~in the entirety of the images, everything is comprised, yea, every-
thing which can give light to the interpreter or reader, which keeps him
in the right path, and hurries him to the last impression of the book.
To this chain I felt it necessary to betake myself. I hastened to do it,
and forced my way through the important consequences of the coming
of the Lord. Here I stoed ashamed. Have I been able to present a
single symbol as it there stands? To explain a single image, as it
waves between heaven and earth? Have I been able to handle the
boly chain, which in a sevenfold manner winds and turns, and is every-
where Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end of the coming Lord
of the world ? I have done what I could; may the reader do still more!
Let him fioat on the rushing stream of look and of thought, where
tongue and pen cannot follow. Let him bring together and asrange
and consider ; I will come to his aid with a few ideas.

[Herder next proceeds to .unfold the various arrangements of the book,
as made in reference to the number seven. Overlooking the far more fun-
damental use of the number three, throughout the book, he refers all its arti-
ficial arrangements to the heptade. It would be of little interest to the reader
o transiate this part of his remarks. I pase by it, therefore, and go on to
exhibit what he says about other qualities of the book, p. 250 seq.]

This septuplex arrsmgement helps the book to a wonderful undly.
There is but one veiee in it, through all its epistles, seals, trumpets,
sigus, and plagues, vis. Tex LorD 18 coMana. There is but one stamp
on all its phenomens and wendess: « Alpha and Omegs, beginning and
end, is God the Lord, who is and was and is to come, the Lord of all.”
So declares John ; he puts his.seal upom it ; and through all the images
and signs of the book, everything by itself, and agreeably to the words
of Christ and of the prophets, naturally points to this. The Lord said
Tcome; and he did come. The last of the ancient prophets exclaimed :
“ Who will. abide the day of his coming? He will sit and ‘assay and



496 HRRDER ON THE APQOALYPSR.

purify the silver,” ete. And see! He gits, and assays, and purifies the
sons of Levi, as gold and silver. It is the first sign of his coming, thas
he punishes and is a swift witness against sorcerers and adulierers and
the unclean. His own, however, at the same time, he distinguishes ina
notable manner. Agreeably to this purification, the first vision relates
to the symbol of his ever and inwardly near presence and coming. The
olosed book is opened. The broken seals are forebodings, signs, of
his coming — mere significant signe. How often have the propheta
said: 7%e day of the Lord cometh, bloody, fearful, terrible! His four
plagues are his four horses before his chariot. His coming delays, until
blood-guiltiness has reached its height. When he does come, however,
heaven and earth flee away at his presence. The forebodings are ful-
filed. The trumpets sound. Heaven and earth are dashed in' pieces.
Not merely city-walls fall, but pieces of the firmament, hailstones from
God, mountains, clefts. Blow ye the trumpets. Tae LorD coMEs.
Before him move along blood and fire and smoke. The sun becomes
darkness, the moon blood, before the terrible day of the Lord comes.
Locusts march before him ; before him prance the horses and their ri-
ders. He approaches. The last witnesses make their appearance.
" See! I will send them the prophet Elijah, before the great and terrible
day of the Lord comes. He comes. Shouts of vietory echo from the
heavenly world. On earth, the abominations and monsters of cunning
and malignity must be removed. Angels shout the fall of Babylon, the
destruction of misleaders, that there may be rest. The sickle cats down
the harvest. The vine blossoms for a vintage, for a gladsome harvest.
Lift up your eyes, the field is already white for the harvest. The last
and final plagues come ; the day of the Lord is glowing like an oven,
and all traitors are straw. The Euphrates is dry; the slaughter-offer-
ings are collected ; he comes as an avenger, he comes as judge. The
The judgment is held. The righteous awake like morning stars ; and
after them the whole host. Babylon is fallen; Jerusalem shines im
splendour. The dragon sinks down to the pit; THE Lorb 18 King.

Thus it is that there is in everything but one voice, one subject.
‘What the symbols do not say, that is said by intervening calls and voices
and choirs. Before every heptade appears a messenger, who reminds
us of the beginning, and points us to the end. The rings are clasped
together, and lose not their hold, even to the last. The choir of heaven
exchanges with the Spirit on earth. This intercedes, calls out, warns,
consoles. It preserves, through all the distressing visions, the forebod-
ing of a better futare. The name of the Holy One is on the book and
on his elect. The city of God, the Lamb, the heavenly priesthood,
wave before their eyes as their final portion and inheritance.
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‘Who will give me strength to match this wonderful simplicity with
the loftiness, the variegated forms, the power, and the rapidity of these
symbols? Under the influence of many a one among them, the soul
succumbs. They stand as between heaven and earth. They comprise
eternity within the circle of a small glance of time. HE 18 AND was
AND I8 TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY! His epistles at the commencement
of the book are sparks of his fiery glance, how and when he is felt in
the secret recesses of the heart, in the glowing monuments of the remem-
brance of him. His breath is a two-edged sword, which, as a judge of
the thoughts, di¥ides soul and body, marrow and bone.

Thy book, O thou Counsellor, thou invisible One, is closed, often to
our apprehension closed with seven seals. When may we forebode thy
presence ? When shall we mark well, that our destiny waves in thy
hand? When seals like these are broken, and thy horsemen go forth,
and the living creatures under thy throne cry out: Come and see, on
the corpse-field of the dying who utter the death-rattle, over the ruins
of a royal city, in the etseets of famine and the houses of wasting mala-
dies, even the contemner of God shudders at the presence of the aven-
ger, of the Judge, and forebodes a sealed book of his destiny. Ancient
of days, so dost thou hide thyself! By wonderful signs of the times,
do we find some traces of thy government which is past finding out.
‘What have they done, that innocent flock, which dies by the sword of
the warrior, by the teeth of hunger and of wild beasts? Like lambs
for the slaughter they lie there, that the sleeping world may see the
footsteps of thy goings. With the awift and noble Conqueror, with his
wreath of honour, the bqok begins; it ends with death and the regions
of hell. And yet how few there are, who in such phenomena behold
thy coming, and hear the tranquil blood of murdered innocence crying
for vengeance and imploring redemption !

The great events of war are to the seer only the sound of trumpets
for warning ; great leaders are only falling stars; the most renowned
armies of the world are a host of hissing serpents and amphisbaenas.
The central point of worldly revolutions, the strife of good and evil, is
.to him like a contest in the air, when flery red and dark black clouds
contend -with sun, moon, and every kind of cheering and gladsome light.
God is the father of light, and light must therefore continue to be
light.

All the power and cunning of the world, whatever crowns they may
wear, with whatever names of celebrity they may be adorned, whatever
homage they may demand, whatever arts they may promote, if it strive
with God and the Lamb, it is to him Belial, a monster, a beast from the
pit, the abomination of sin, and the child of destruction. The dragon
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is its father, and the abyss its destiny. Babylon falls ; and what & world
of riches and of profit and of pleasure and of fine arts, falls with it{
All lamentations over it are vain; while those who keep the word of
God and adhere to the truth of Jesus, with a noble simplicity like to
that of him who is the essence.and star of the book, rise andehine for-
ever.

(3) THE BOOK OF REVELATION, even if one does not undersiand
the first and most immediate history of its explanation, 18 A BOOK FOR
ALL HEARTS AND ALL TIMES.

Tt contains the essence of Christianity and of worldly history. It has,
through all its changes and cireumstances affected by time, the same
stamp upon it: THE LORD I8 NI¢H; HIS KINGDOM COMES |

How many a prophet have we in the O. Testament, whose immediate
historical circumastances respecting many a passage we do not under«
stand ; and still these passages, which contain divine wisdom, doctrine,
and consolation, are manna for all hearts and for all times. Must not
this be the case also with that book, which is tife gompend of nearly all
the prophets and apostles ? It is & book of instruction and comfort for
all the churches among whom Christ walks, even when the unedueated
do not understand the learned explanation of it.

In respect to the epistles, (without assigning any mystical periods to
them), I have already shown this. The rest of the book is of the like
tenor. The belief that Christ who died now lives, that Christ who lived
in retirement now reigns, that Christ once in a state of humiliation now
moves amid the splendours of God’s glory—this belief, can it be strength-
ened in any way better than by the first appegrance of the risen and
glorious Saviour? His visage is like the sun ; his breath, omnipotence ;
the keys of death and hell are his; he wills and it is done. What are
ten days of trouble in comparison with an eternal reward? What are
the thirty years of his humiliation compared with his eternal exaltation ?
Therefore: Be thou faithful unto death. The crown of life awaits
thee.

Thou livest in a time of oppression; the book of destiny sealed up
hangs suspended over thee and thy people. Weep not ; the Lion of the
tribe of Judah has overcome. The book is in his hand. He fuifils and
will fulfl it.

Fearful seals are broken over thee. “Thou hearest in the rustling of
time’s slow foot horrible forebodings. Heaven and earth threaten ; and
most of all the increasing iniquity of men; war ravages, pestilence, fa-
mine kills; noble men die, good men perish with sighing; the land
trembles, its pillars are shaken: Fear not, the Lord is thy God, and his
name 18 on thes. When thou passest threugh the waters, he will be with
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thee, so that the floods shall not drown thee ; when thou goest through
the fire, thou shalt not be burned, nor the flame kindle upon thee. The
number of thine, like the covenant of the living, is deposited in his bo-
som and sealed.

The lust forebodings come ; a stillnegs pregnant with death, an ex-
pectation of all things. The trumpets are given. My God, remember
me for good /! the incense offering of prayer in silence exclaims. The
silent answer of God is: ¢ I have graven thee upon mine hands.” For
sorcerers, murderers, idolaters, whoremongers, (who alas! as the expe-
rience of the world shows, do not amend their lives), are reserved the
plagues. They are tormented for a long period by them. But in the
midst of these plagues appears the angel of peace, with the rain-bow
about his head, and he swears the oath of the ancient covenant : Let the
mountains and kills sink and vanish; the promise of God fails not,
The rainbow comes forth behind the flood, like a boundary of the throne
of grace, more beautiful than ever. On account of the elect, these days
are shortened. Shorzugthe way through the sea of trouble; eternal
the peace which follows ; the palms and crowns will never fade.

The temple of God is given up; but it is only the outward and pro-
faned court of the Gentiles ; the true temple of God, with all who wor-
ship in it, is reserved for a more beautiful building.

The last two witnesses appear. How does God honour them! How
nobly does he invest them, living and dying, with ornaments and re-
wards! 'Who is there, when he reads this passage, that does not desire
8 death like theirs? Lamps before the Lord, olive-trees before the God
of their country, Moses and Elijah in respect to reward!

Heaven opens ; the temple of God, the ark of the covenant is seen ;
on earth it cannot yet appear. Phantoms of cunming and power rise
up. Do not waver. The voices of heaven sing: IT 18 DONE ; and it
will be dome on earth. As here so always, the good is born in the great
kingdom of the Father of all. The mother is persecuted ; the child is
made safe, for God is his father. To the earthly mother is appointed
her place, the desert of trouble; behind her rushes without harm the
stream of persecution ; but the earth helps the afflicted, and swallows
up the fruitless stream. Even in the wilderness of banishment, compas-
sion i8 extended to her for a time and times and half a time. Man in-
deed beholds for the present thy beauty, thou noble sun-and-star-begirt ;
bat thy Seon is, what he ever will be, eternal king, the heir of the world.
His appropriate destiny awaits the subdued dragon—by the patience of
the Lamb and the courage of the Lion he is wounded unto death.

8till, in his name phantoms of tyranny and cunning rise up, horrible
phenomena! The earth trembles under the foot of the beast, nations
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and armies commit ravages upon religion, laws, God, and freedom, and
tread them down with the feet of bears. They roar against God and
his tabernacle, and everything moans out and whines : ¢ Who is like te
him? Who can make war with him? The mass permit themselves to
be marked, and lose ‘conscience and soul, and go like beasts of elaughter
into the manacles of slavery.

His, also, is that other beast, the dragon in sheep’s clothing, the
smooth, lying, political prophet. Miracles are at his command. Fire
from beaven, and all the arts of men are at hand; and all this, that an
image may be made for the beast, and everything bear the mark and
number of his name, become idolaters, slaves, and a slaughter-herd.
Exult, ye monsters, in your short aad fruitless reign, your hellish crafti-
pesa and hellish power here below ; on yonder height stands the Lamb,
and around him his elect host, in a very different elevation and with very
different wisdom.

‘What symbols of consolation and instruction are the harvest and the
vintage, the song of heaven before the last plagues, and finally the ter-
rible lamentation and death-song over prostrate and sinking Babylon.
As a stone it goes down, and all voices in it become dumb, and all its
Jovers howl and cry outs So when the Spirit speaks, the splendour of
all vanishes ; quickly does all the whoredom and luxury and oppression
of the world disappear, for the fashion of this world passeth away.

Melted into air, into thin air,

And, like the baseless fabric of tifis vision,
The cloud-capp’d towers, the gorgeous palaces,
The solemn temples, the great globe iteglf,
Yea all which it inherits, shall djssolve,

And, like this insubstantial pageant faded,
Leave not a rack behind. We are such staff
As dreams are madeof .. ...

God’s word alone remains constant. Truth, faithfulness, justice
march along crowned, upon white horses. The goodness of the witnes-
ses of Jesus, sown in stiliness, now comes forth. They move on like
morning-stars from the bosom of night, and shine with the splendour of
heaven. Your blood, 0 long trodden under feet, and which cried out
unheard, is now an ornament of your vesture.© Your work, the noblest
deeds in the world, comes forth and blossomas, like the sanken Atlantis,
The earth awakes ; the deeds of men coms to the light ; the evil is ban-
ished, the eternal aim of all your wishes, the city of God and the bride
appears. How many souls have comforied themselves with the spirit of
these symbols! How many hearts has the proclamation quickened :
s Let him that is athirst come, and whosgever will, let him take the wa-
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ter of life freely I” Your bursting eyes have seen the city of God, and
without symbals your parched tongue has been revived. They fell
asleep and passed on thither. See there! The dwelling of Godis with
men. God himself is with them, and he is their God and they aré his
people. -Rjessed are the dead who die in the Lord! They rest from
their labours and their works do follow them. God will wipe away
all tears from their eyes. Distress and mourning are no more. For-
mwer things have passed away.

In general it seems to me a dishonour and a folly to mock at and de-
spise a saying, pexhape one of the noblest, most tender, most powerful
touches of truth, because it is found in the decried Apocalypse. Ses/
the Lord comes, and his reward ts with him, to give {o every one accord-
wng to his works. 1Is not that declaration an eternal truth of God? Does
it not speak this as strongly and tenderly as it can be spoken? Does
not Isaiah say the same? Has any good and honourable heathen ever
‘doubted it? And what is there now which is contemptible and ridicu-
‘¢ lous, when the Apocalypee employs it as a seal in this place? Would
it not he unjust and dishonourable, should any one so manage with the
writing of a heathen or a heretic, and represent the roses as not being
roses, because they grow among thorns? And with respect to this book,
which has lived more than a thousand years, and sufficiently proved its
inflaence on the hearts of men—one ought to spare the like of this.
Let each one estimate it as he will, yet let him concede the good which
belongs to it. That surely is divine, whoever wrote the book, or for
whatever purpose it was written. Your productions, ye despisers, will
* they ever have the influence and the long life of this? Where there i3
an influence, there must be a ground for influence. Where a book,
through thousands of years, stirs up the heart and awakens the soul, and
leaves neither friend nor foe indifferent, and scarcely bas a lukewarm
friend or epemy, in such a book there must be something substantial,
whatever any one may say. One does not contend about nothing. A
mere nothing one forgets.. In respeq, to what is worthy of note in this
book, time has already judged ; and it is folly to attempt to put down
by ocouceit, what has supported itself so long by reality.

(4) ‘But why has this book so many enemies, at all times, and be-
yond all others? Enemies, too, to whom the most obtuse wit, the most
silly conceit, which they would despise in respect to any other thing in
. every other mouth, is agreeable, if it will only be injurious to this
book 7’

. The reasons of this may easily be conjectured. They lie in the na-
tare of the thing. It carries, like everything else, its destiny along with
itaelf. [Firat, the book consists of symbols; and philosophers cannot
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endure symbols. The truth must exhibit itself pure, naked, abstract,
in a philosophical way ; for it has long shown itself in that way. No
question then is asked : where ? when ? wherefore? whereto ?-by whom
was this book written symbolically? None, whether it should not have
been so written. But—should it not have been written by a philoso-
pher for philosophers? No question is asked, whether the symbols are
pregnant with meaning, true, clear, efficient, intelligible, or whether
there is in the whole book nothing bat symbols. It is enough, that there
are symbols. We can make nothing out of symbols. At the best, they
are mere descriptions of the truth, and we wish for demonstrations. De-
ductions, theorems, syllogisms we love. Truth which needs none of the
senses to aid it, (although it is full of sense, and one .attains to it only
by sense), is what we wish. Exparience, effort, objects of sense, sym-
bols, are beneath us, as the clouds beneath the clear light of the san.—
T only add, that all this is no mere mockery.

Secondly, natare herself attempers different minds in various ways.
She gives to one more of the power of abstraction, to'another more of
the power of synthesis ; seldlom are both found in company. In our
academical education, there are unspeakably more teachers of that than
of this. One is formed more for abstraction, than for inspection; more
for analysis than for pure comprehension, experience, and action. Hence,
in a little time, the powers of intuition, being neglected, are altogether
lost. Let one of the learned, now, who has grown grey over abstraction,
take up the Apocalypse. What can he see in it? Symbols he does
not see, but merely colours. That has no meaning to him, which has
the clearest meaning to another, yea gne which is seen at the very first
view. Does he, then, because he is learned, begin to discourse and ex-
plain? What else can he make of the book but nonsense? He ana-
lyzes, and cuts to pieces, and daubs with colours; but he has neither
eye, nor proper station for view, nor any idea of the design of the work.
He pours out then whatever is in his brain—stale church and heretic-
history, or lying, feeble, narrow-miinded polisical history. Here now is
a beautiful model which others imitate. The more cautious point to
his example, and say : If so great a man erred, who must not err?
‘Who would give himself up to a book whjch has robbed even a learned
man of his senses. ¢ The great Newton made his Apocalypse, because
there was an Apocalypse.” So? One might rathersay: The great New-

ton made his Apocalypse, because he, was the great Newton. He did -

not come to it, as he should do, without prejudice, without system. He

came as a reckoner, a chronologer. It must be an appendix to Daniel,

that his system might be complete. He was, therefore, no unsophisti-
" eated reader of the book. A woman, a child, a man within the cirele
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of his own senses, can often exhibit more tact in the position of symbols,
better hit upon their meaning, than the greatest among the learnedy
whose brains are filled with other things. In respect to all images and
symbols from common life, this is conceded. 'Why not then in respeoct
to the symbol of symbols—the Apoealypse? It has and is a world by
itself. He who lacks sensibility and point in vision, walks in darkness,
and gropes round after colours. Even to the reading of a book which
is intelligibly read, feeling, leisure, and proper station for view, is

. necessary. Whoever disdains # see as a child, or as an impartial and

feeling man to let the book speak for itself, he is no reader of this book,
nor of its meaning. Full of his systems, of his learning, of prejudices,
and polemic hypotheses, let him indeed read anything in it, but let
him not venture to condemn. Still lgss should he measure the power in
others of understanding symbols, by his own. ' To the dumb one does

- not speak. The painter does not perform his work for the blind.

Thirdly ; very often, even among interpreters, has the heart misled
the understanding, and implanted the hatred or the love of this book.
For the most part, people of feeling, as has been shown, not those of
dry abetraction-faculties (these despise the book and let it alone), are
the ones who apply themselves to this book. Often they pour out what
is in their hearts ; they paint it with the blood and sap of their life.
This bappened, that reached the mark. They have found their time,
and the very best time, t00, which they ever thought of. Every image
ig in itself true, (although perhaps there is not a syllable in the book of
all this), and is made very prominent; on the nicer touches of the book
it appears still stronger. : They zgise up a party. One man of warm
heart and of great talent, a Savonarola, a Joachim, a Petersen, a Ben-
gel, etc., would bave made a party even without the Revelation. It
was nothing more than the vehicle of their favourite ideas, an object of
their wonder and of their homage. One believed, because it came from
them ; what bne could not support, was rendered current by the name

.of the interpreter. One «ead with fglded bands. All this now was

winning sport to the enemies of the book, and to party-feeling. They
hated with the more coolness what one praised so warmly and of-
ten without foresight. Now then the book has nothing good or intelli-
gible in it, because they did not understand it, and found in it a false
good.—Such is the history of the book through all ages. Montanist
enthusiasts, Cerinthjan dreamers, raised up a Caius, who, to contradict
them, cast away the guiltless book, which teaches neither Montanism
nor Cerinthism. Shameless trifiers with the business of interpretation
roused up a searching Dionysius, who timidly said: “I do not under-
stand it, although it may be a good book.” 'When one for centuries had
found a symbol of antichrist in heathen Rome, and Eusebius had lived

.
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to see a Christian Rome which still was not the heavenly Jerusalem, it
was natural for him to be cold, and to find beyond a doubt the heavenly
Jerusalem in the city which Constantine built.

So has it been, even down to the latest times. The history of the
book, of partiality for it and hatred against it, is very natural. But is
folly because of this to hang upon it, or upon the testimony of particu-
lar men, a8 if these things were decisive. See! here is a better way.
Let the ragged garments lie which are stripped off, and look at the per-
son, see the book itself. Hate it not béfore hand, and thou wilt rightly
understand it, and then thoa wilt certainly learn to love it.

END.





