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AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS

J. D. MICHAELIS.*

THE life of the man of letters, who attains to a good old
age, seems, at its close, no longer to receive its merited
recompense. At the death of the active man of business,
both city and country are frequently immersed in grief.
At the grave of the scholar, who finds an early tomb,
loud lamentations are frequently heard. But around the
remains of the grey-headed veteran in this honourable
service, there reigns, for the most part, a dreary stillness.
The multitude of those to whom his deserts are known,
are not assembled around his bier; for these are scat-
tered far and wide, in different countries, by the various
allotments of Providence. The friends of his youth,
who estimate their loss with enthusiastic ardour, in
the language of poetry, can no longer bewail his death ;
for the greater number already slumber in the tomb, and
the surviving few, oppressed with years, have onli strength
enough remaining to drop a silent tear over his grave.
His influence upon the sciences, owing to their incessant
changes, has diminished with his declining years. = His
earlier services operate imperceptibly, and in scattered

* Born, February 1717; died, August 1791.



4 LIFE AND WRITINGS

L]

rays, in the vast empire of truth, appreciable only by a
devoted few. The tidings of his death were already long
anticipated. How could the news of that event, under
such circumstances, prostrate like a sudden and afflictive
stroke? How could the distant feel his death like those
who are near? The absent like the present? This
would be contrary to the course of nature. An event,
for some time anticipated, makes at last but a feeble im-
pression. A remote event affects us not like one which
1s near ; nor that removed from our sight, like that be-
fore our eyes; what is scattered operates more feebly
than what 1s concentrated at one point. Time, however,
makes amends for all ; it gathers, weighs, compares, and
estimates; and awards, at length, to greater merit, its
appropriate praise.

Let this, then, be the consolation of all the friends
and admirers of the illustrious Michaelis of unfading me-
mory, (who ceased, on the 22d of August, to adorn
Gottingen with his presence) although the tidings of his
decease could not be expected to agitate all Germany,
like a sudden shock. Exhausted of his bodily vigour for
many years before his death, he sank away slowly and
gradually, at an unusually advanced age, loaded with ho-
nours and with years; and even till the last week of his
life, industriously employed in communicating oral and
written instruction to his contemporaries and to posterity
—a genuine teacher of Europe. Such a man needs not
a noisy publication of his praise ; greater than every other
and far more eloquent, is the silent praise of his surviv-
ing merits. He needs no proud monument erected by
friends and admirers; the most illustrious and lasting
monument, he has himself erected, during his active life
of seventy-four years—the honourable monument of his
intellectual achievements.

To contemplate these achievements, to form a lively
idea of his eminently industrious and meritorious life, and
to recal thus the image of the man; to transport our-
selves to the period at which his career commenced, and
to estimate the difficulties with which he had to grapple;
to ascertain the means by which he surmounted the ob-
4



OF J. D. MICHAELIS. 5

stacles of education, and subdued the prejudices of his
earlier and later contemporaries; to trace the footsteps
of his discursive mind, and inquire how far he advanced
and where he stopped; where we could only follow in
his track, and where we could pass beyond him—this is
all that he has left for us. This alone can be denomi-
nated honouring his name and celebrating his memory,
according to his taste, in such a manner as he himself, if a
departed spirit indulges solicitude for the concerns of earth,
would regard with complacency. Shallow praises he would
despise, as he despised them when on earth. He who was
alive only to merited reputation, would now be gratified
only by that praise which is his due. He who was un-
ceasingly engaged in the investigation of what mankind
denominate truth, would be gratified only with the truth
concerning himself. He who found in literary employ-
ment his only satisfaction, and the only recreation of his
declining years, would doubtless be delighted, if by re-
calling his example, we should animate ourselves to the
like industry and activity.

Let this then be the offering which I deposit on his
grave—a poor and trivial offering, it is true, compared
with that which his other pupils or his older friends will
bring. But even the smallest present, made with a fond
and grateful heart, has its value and desert. No one,
during his life, clung to him with a more devoted attach-
ment, a more lively admiration of his greatness, and a
greater degree of gratitude for his manifold services;
nor shall any one surpass me now after his decease.

In tracing the development of his mind, no one could
have assisted us better than Michaelis himself, if he had
left a circumstantial and accurate history of every period
of his life. His earlier friends might still, in part, sup-
ﬁly the deficiency, who, as is the fact with some, enjoyed

is friendship from his earliest youth; or, at least, were
witnesses of his literary plans and connections, and of his
method of study, during certain active periods of his life,
or could furnish much pertaining to these subjects from
his own mouth. I cannot avail myself of these satisfac-

tory sources. I can only have recourse to a few leaves
-
J



6 LAFE AND WRITINGS

which inform us of the more important revolutions of his
life, and to my own recollection of scattered informatien
which I have met with in his writings.

«  Michaelis received his whole education, up to the time
of his first appearance in public as Magister Legens in
the year 1739, in Halle, his native city, at that time not
the most elegible place for the literary education of a
theologian.*

The Orphan house, where he received his final pre-
paration for the university, was the residence of a wild
fanaticism. The school connected with the same, al-
though at that period far superior to most of the similar
institutions in Germany, embraced no regulations fully
adapted to promote the solid education of the future
university man of letters ; for which situation his father,
at an early period, seems to have intended him. The
universally important study of the ancient classics flour-
ished there only to a moderate degree and within narrow
limits. The Latin authors, it is true, were explained,

* [The reader will doubtless be struck with the revolting man-
ner in which the author of this life of Michaelis speaks of the vene-
rable University of Halle, and of the piety for which it was so long
and so eminently distinguished. The writer, it is presumed, is the
celebrated Eichhorn, whose talents and attainments have placed
him at the head of the present literati of his country. Those who
have had any opportunity of becoming acquainted with his charac-
ter, are aware of his laxity of sentiment, his contempt of practical
piety, and his hardihood in trifling with the most sacred subjects.
Such persons will not be surprised at his sneers at what he terms
the extravagant fanaticism of Halle; and will be able to appreciate
the value of all those remarks, with which the article abounds, re-
lative to points in which religion or sound doctrine are concerned.

Our reasons for inserting the article are, that its objectionable
portions, when the character of its author are known, must be en-
tirely harmless; and that the life of Joun D. Micuakeuris fills a
larger space in the literary history of Germany, for the 18th cen-
tury, than that of any other individual. Living, as he did, during
the period at which the great revolution in the opinions and mode
of study of the theologians of that country was occurring, and being
himself one of the most prominents actors in the scene, there is
(apart from the varied and intrinsic merit of many of his works,)
much, in the mere circumstances in which he lived, to secure the
interest of every intelligent reader. Ebp.]



OF J. D. MICHAELIS. 7

but were explained much too imperfectly. In regard to
the Greek, they employed their grammatical drudgery
upon the New Testament, as if there were no other Greek
writings in the world ; and, in general, all the instruction
in the ancient languages was directed selely to the gram-
mar and the lexicon, and not to the cultivation of taste,
which should always remain the principal object.* On
the other hand, absurd as it may seem, a full course of
instruction in the philosophy of Wolf was given under
the unsuspected sanction of the Orphan house ; a course
which no one, even at the university, would have ventured
to give, because the curse of the Hallean theologians
still rested upon it.

The peculiar situation of the university at that time
was well adapted to cripple and discourage both heart and
mind of the young theologian. The philosophy of Leib-
nitz as modified by Wolf, the best at that time known,
was there decried as fraught with poison for every pious
soul. Ecclesiastical history was at the service of fanati-
cism, and, in its genuine sources, and its whole extent, was
a thing unknown. Exegetical learning was regarded as su-
perfluous, and hostile to real piety. Buxtorf’s Jewish-
Christian chimeras prevailed here, as elsewhere, with ty-
rannical sway. The philologist Doctor Michaelis spun out.
tedious etymologies, and put in requisition all his wits for
the comparison of Greek and German words with Arabic
and Hebrew roots, without employing his philological
learning for the interpretation of the Bible, or for the im-
provement of theology. In didactic theology, Lange’s
Oeconomia Salutis was an oracle universally esteemed ;
and in the department of Christian morals, they gave them-
selves up to an overstrained piety and an extravagant fa-
naticism. Whoever was dissatisfied with this state of
things, or manifested a desire for more profound theolo-
gical learning, was regarded as fallen from his first love,
inasmuch as he wished to become wiser than his Saviour.

‘What direction could such a school afford to the young

* Life of Michaelis in Beyer's Magazine for Preachers, B. IL. Art.
6, p. 2. Reiske’s Life, p. 7. .



8 LIFE AND WRITINGS

theologian? What literary provision for the future Life
of letters? What seeds for future developement 7 Mi-
chaelis left this school, as was naturally to be expected,
mis-educated, miserably furnished, both in mind and
heart ; in a state of genuine literary and moral starvation.
Baumgarten, indeef, whom the Orphan house had assist-
ed to obtain the theological professorship, that he might
in this situation promulgate his faith, was at that time,
to the scandal of the Christian brethren, fallen from grace,
and was engaged in teaching a philosophical and synopti-
cal theology. Michaelis however could not entirely fancy
this theology, and was not yet disposed to draw from the
prolific source, which soon after proved so productive for.
many of the greatest theologians of the present day. It
was a happy circumstance for the mind of Michaelis, that
his prudent father still cherished in his bosom a fondness
for the ancient classics, and still further confirmed it by
the instruction he was called to give in this department
at the Orphan house ; and also, that he placed within his
hands, for his individual study, the metaphysics of Wolf,
and afforded him an opportunity of receiving oral instruc-
tion in mathematics, natural philosophy, and history.
The direction which Chancellor Louis communicated to
his mind, in the last mentioned department, was retained
by him during the whole course of his life. As a theo-
logian, however, he terminated his course at the univer-
sity with his head full of prejudices, sadly deficient in
genuine, theological, and exegetical learning, and, as is
very manifest from some printed letters which were writ-
ten about that time, deeply tinctured with the extrava-
gance and fanaticism before alluded to, which entwined
itself with his very nature.

A man whose education has been thus perverted, must,
if he would not remain for ever useless, turn himself
about and form himself entirely anew. I should not be
able to mention a single individual of his proper contem-

oraries, those, to wit, who were mis-educated as he was,
who felt, as he did, the necessity of his change, (for
Baumgarten was somewhat earlier ;) still less should I
be able to point out an individual of this school at large,
8



OF J. D. MICHAELIS. 9

who has actually undertaken thoroughly to reform him-
self. Michaelis took a direction which might afford an
universal example. The prejudices of his earlier years,
he’succeeded, for the most part, in obliterating, at first
in himself, and then in Germany. From an ignorant
disciple of ignorant instructors, he became an immensely
instructive teacher of others, both in his own and in
other kindred departments, in Germany, and far beyond
its limits. In regard to his overstrained piety, however,
his reform did not succeed so well.

In this revolution, which affected his whole nature, his
residence, during one year, in England, must claim the
first share. On his return to Halle, in the year 1742,
he prosecuted his lectures, as private teacher, with
greater openness than formerly. The awakened soon
discovered the great change that had been wrought in
him, and rendered thanks to God, in secret ejaculations,
that, by his call to Géttingen, they were rid of an apos-
tate, from whom they had no new concessions to hope.*

What was begun in England was consummated in
Géttingen, through the influence of the distinguished
men into whose society he was thrown, in the year 1745;
especially, if I correctly understand many passages of his
writings, through the influence of Mosheim, Haller and
Gesner. After a few years, (from about the year 1750,)
he became what he continued to be through his whole
life, a scholar, towards whom the eyes of half the world
werc directed.  Ordinary men require a long time to
reach their moderate elevation: great men rise always
rapidly, formed, as it were, in the twinkling of an eye.

‘In no department did he deviate less from the direc-
tion he received at Halle, than in that of history ; he ad-
vanced however further, with a manifest improvement.
Through the influence of Chancellor Louis, of whom he
spake, even in his latest years, with manifest pleasure, he
had apprehended this department from a statistical point
of view. But Louis certainly never had introduced him
to the critical appreciation and discrimination of the ori-

* Semler’s Life, Part 1. p. 86.
9



10 LIFE AND WRITINGS

ginal sources; for he himself had scarcely dreamt as yet
of historical criticism. But Michaelis advanced continu-
ally, resting on this sure support, from the time that he
employed himself in his writings with historical investiga-
tions ; and he had, undoubtedly, at an earlier period, in
his oral instructions, exercised this salutary criticism, ata
time when it was much less frequent in Germany than it
afterwards became ; for he manifests, from the very com-
mencement, a decided familiarity with it in his writings.
Whether he took the hint from earlier German works,
which exhibit traces of a critical investigation of histori-
cal truth—from Gundling, for example, Mascov, Kohler,
or even from its genuine originator, Peter Bayle ; or
whether his own philosophical taste, entirely of itself, or
perhaps from the most trivial suggestion of others, at-
tained to this point of perfection, I am unable to decide.

It was during the first years of his public and active
life, (in the year 1744,) that the Universal History ap-
peared, by means of which, the name of Baumgarten, at
that time universally revered, awakened an interest in
this department throughout our country ; and gradually
prepared the way for the revolution which, about twenty-
five years afterwards, affected the study of history in Ger-
many. It is manifest that by it Michaelis was led to ex-
tend his views from the history of individual kingdoms
and states, to universal history ; that from the influence
of this work, and from the observation of its gross offences
against established truth, he arrived at that copiousness of

"ideas concerning history, which, through the medium of
a school of oriental and exegetical learning, contributed
to the earliest formation of some of the most eminent
historical scholars of Germany.

Had it been his fate to labour principally in this de-
partment, he certainly would have formed, of himself,
that epoch in the study of history, to which, as it was, he
contributed only at a distance ; and would have united,
in a close and amicable manner, inquiries after historical
truth with a pragmatical mode of presenting them. His
notions on this subject were, to say the least, perfectly
correct, pure, and manly ; equally averse from the affec-
10



OF J. D. MICHAELIS. 11

tations of many modern, reputed writers of this class, and
from the coarseness, stiffness, and pedantry with which
most of our earlier historians have disgraced this noble
department. But in regard to the merit of the ancient
classical historians, in this respect, he was unjust in his
decision, when he derided their interwoven orations. In
our times, and in Germany, this pragmatical manner of
presenting historical truths, would be, decidedly, a ridi-
culous affectation ; but was it so in its own times, and in
its origin?  Eloquent statesmen were at that time the
writers of history. Was it not natural, that in the midst
of simple narration, they should be carried away into de-
bate? Did they not describe revolutions which origina-
ted under the constant influence of this political elo-
quence ? It is universally acknowledged to be a master-
stroke of historical composition, to convert the readers
into contemporaries of the delineated events, by means
of the plan and copiousness of the narration; and to
place the objects before them, in such a manner, that
every thing may unfold itself before their eyes in its ac-
tual progress. Could better means have been devised
for effecting this delusion, than the machinery of politi-
cal eloquence ? Had the ancient classical historians even
the choice left of another form adapted to their nearest
readers ?

It is to be attributed solely to accident, under whose
tyranny the scholar so often sighs, that Michaelis did
not devote his life principally to history. His inclination
and his talents were early determined that way. With
it he had commenced his career as an university teacher;
and he would have prosecuted the study uninterruptedly
and with delight. But Miinchausen drew him aside from
these pursuits, in order to reform, by means of him, the
theology of Germany. Still, even in old age, he did not
desert the friend of his youth. As a lover of history, he
continued to range, without restraint, through her im-
measurable fields ; but as a profound inquirer, he limited
himself solely to those districts which bordered the near-
est on his own department ; especially to the most an-
cient genealogy of nations—the most difficult point in

11



12 LIFE AND WRITINGS

historical investigations ; which becomes continually more
difficult and obscure the further we have to penetrate in-
to antiquity ; which loses itself finally in a profound dark-
ness, where a ray of genial light can scarcely penetrate.
He was desirous of seeing a comparison of }ianguages
combined with the ancient traditions which we yet pos-
sess ; a noble thought of Leibnitz, adopted by Gundling,
aud applied by him, as far as his department permitted,
imperfectly however, and like a novice, without athorough
insight into the peculiar nature of the languages. Being
in the same place, and in connection with the same facul-
ty, he was led soon after this, to an intimacy with Biitt-
ner, who was desirous of devoting the whole of his noise-
less life to this thought of the German philosopher. The
nearer connection with this learned philologist, strength-
ened and confirmed Michaelis in his design of illustrating,
after this manner, the genealogical catalogue of Moses.
The suggestions of Biittner are always, in the writings of
Michaelis, designated by the mention of his name ; where
this is not the case, we may rest assured we have the in-
vestigations of Michaelis himself. In his comparison of
languages, he was never contented with a partial and fre-
quently accidental resemblance between words; but in-
sisted, as was right, upon identity of grammatical struc-
ture, and regarded this alone as the most satisfactory
proof of a kindred origin.

His historical and statistical views were expanded and
improved into political reflections, at first through his
long residence in England, and afterwards through his
German contemporaries, who had awakened also in Ger-
many a love for statistics and politics, by the success
which attended their exertions to elevate them to per-
manent university sciences. It was now entirely in con-
formity with the spirit and plan of Michaelis, to keep pace
with his contemporaries, in these pursuits also ; and to
make the most worthy and noble use of these new and
favourite sciences, for his own department, at a time
when no other student of antiquities in Germany indul-
ged a similar thought. In his « Marriage Laws of Mo-
ses,” we see already the dawn which brightened into the
12
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day of his « Mosaical laws ;” the plan, however, was con-
formed too much to a canonical theology, to permit a free
political spirit to pervade it. This work, however, assist-
ed to place him on the track, and served, at least, as a val-
uable preparation. For he advanced upon this from indi-
vidual parts to the whole, and contemplated, in the spirit
of Montesquieu, the legislative system and the political
constitution of the Hebrews. The spirit of philosophical
reflection vied, as it were, with his statistical, political
and antiquarian researches, and led to the production of
a work, in comparison with which, every earlier attempt,
of a similar character, of antiquarians and politicians,
dwindled into insignificance—an original work, with
which we can scarcely compare a single work on any
ancient or modern political constitution. Before his
time, every thing on this subject had been thrown to-
gether promiscuously. Ancient laws and regulations in-
terfered with modern; genuine mosaic ordinances were
mingled with spurious, which had been introduced, or
new moulded, or certainly altered, partly by Persians,
partly by Greeks, partly by Romans ; real laws alternat-
ed with the mere ordinances of individual Rabbins, which
owed their origin, sometimes to an excessive solicitude,
sometimes to an idle misapprehension. Credulity and
political ignorance reigned in all their investigations and
reflections. In the midst of this, Michaelis made his ap-
pearance. He commenced the work with historical cri-
ticism and a philosophical estimation of the original
sources, and discarded every thing from which no genu-
ine Mosaical institution conld be obtained. He then re-
moved the materials, to which, before his time, no eye
but that of the antiquary had been directed, into a free
political light ; at every portion of the constitution he
penetrated into the nature of its origin, and then illus-
trated it from similar regulations of other nations. Re-
flections upon the object and design of the laws and
upon their consequences, upon their utility and the con-
trary, were mingled with remarks upon their local or
temporal adaptedness, and with many others of this
character, which, according to circumstances, might af-

13
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ford employment or even instruction to the philosopher
and the politician, the historian and the antiquary. Be-
fore this time, none were seen to meddle with those
subjects but the industrious students of antiquity; now
a philosophical critic familiarly acquainted with history
and with politics was seen engaged in the pursuit. Be-
fore this time, blundering and credulous compilers ; now
a keen and critical inquirer. Before this, an intoler-
able political jargon was seen to prevail ; now, political
and philosophical reasoning. In this way he introduced
sense and entertainment for the statesman, into a sub-
ject which, it was formerly believed, could furnish em-
ployment only to the timid, shy and secluded antiquary.
The work left but little more to be desired ; less with
regard to individual parts, here and there something
more in regard to the whole. Sometimes, however,
it seems to stray away into foreign regions and times,
and to speculate upon effects which, from the circum-
stances of the case, Moses could not have regarded ;
sometimes we find, perhaps, a political castle in the air,
without foundation, which the breath of historical criti-
cism can demolish. And who does not regard this as
I:erfectly natural and consistent with the progress of the
uman mind ? Is it not in conformity with the situation
of an author, who is desirous of bringing into reputation
a science which has been disgraced by unworthy treat-
ment, and of animating with new life the old inanimate
mass? When industriously engaged in the search for
political plans and designs, we are too prone to attribute
to the law-giver secret plans and projects which never
entered into his soul ; or we connect, too refinedly, into
a political system, those laws whose connection is much
more loose and vague. It is a happy circumstance that
Michaelis has distributed with so lavish a hand; we can
now, more easily, remove what is superfluous. The
humble tabernacle of Moses, with all its furniture, stands
before us ; should any article be yet too splendid, we
can easily supply its place with a meaner one; the first
erection of the building was the difficult and most impor-
tant work. It remained perhaps, only to survey the
14
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whole once more with an unbiassed regard to the times
in which it originated, to other systems of legislation,
which proceeded, perhaps, from the same point, and to
the degree of culture which Moses really possessed ; and
then in accordance with this, to appreciate the indivi-
dual points. Thus revised, this portion of antiquity
might be placed in the best possible light for the litera«
ture of our times. Posterity will provide for its own ad-
ditional wants.

With his historical investigations, his geographical re-
searches are closely connected. As far as it could be
done, he placed the ancient names of countries and cities
by the side of the modern; he determined, more accu-
rately than was usually done, their situation together with
their boundaries ; and dwelt with pleasure upon their na-
tural and political history. All his writings, it is true,
abound with the results of these investigations; but we
may form an acquaintance with his geographical manner,
most satisfactorily, from his explanations appended to
Abulfeda’s Geographical Description of Egypt, which
connect together the ancient, middle, and modern geo-
graphy of the country. In the prosecution of those fa-
vourite researches, he derived immediate advantage from
the instructions he had formerly received at the universi-
ty. The study of the mathematics, which are altogether
indispensable to every scholar, whether speculative or
practical, and which, when neglected, wreak, sooner or
later, ample vengeance,—this study had not been slight-
ed by Michaelis. He had at least so much general ma-
thematical knowledge, that he was enabled to assist him-
self in his inquiries, in order to discover, to correct, and
even to avoid the errors of others in this department.
Finally, his statistical taste did not desert him here, but
preserved his investigations from an insipid dryness.

Michaelis prosecuted for the greatest length of time, and
in the most distinguished manner, his inquiries concern-
ing the geographical and genealogical catalogue of Moses,
(Gen. x.), and concerning the passages which bore any
relation to this in the writings of the Hebrews. Bochart
had led the way illustriously, for, as to what could be ob-

' 15



16 LIFE AND WRITINGS

tained, in relation to the names in this catalogue, from the
ancient classics, from translators of the Bible, and from
Arabians, he had left but little remaining to be done.
There was, however, one source of illustration, already

artially laid open, to wit, the modern journeys in the

ast, which he had despised ; whereas he abounded in
etymologies, and had frequently converted questions
of history into purely etymological investigations. Fi-
nally, another abundant source of geographical discoveries,
was, after Bochart, laid open by Assemann, of which no
one as yet had been able to avail himself. Michaelis was
determimmed now to ascertain how much light could be
borrowed for this dark portion of antiquity from travels
and from learned Syrians. He was desirous of examin-
ing critically the etymologies of Bochart, and of confin-
ing within narrower limits the use of the same in geogra-
phical investigations, and conforming these last again
more nearly to the course of historical researches. A
subordinate design also was to obliterate utterly the yet
surviving notions of Rudbeck, according to which, in-
formation is to be found in Moses, concerning the origin
of all the nations upon the wide earth, and in tracing the
history of all nations we must commence our researches
with Noah’s ark. He limited therefore this catalogue to
those nations which could be known to the Hebrews,
through the medium of Arabia, Egypt and Phenicia, be-
cause in it were found merely names without explanation
and accompanying places of residence ; consequently no-
thing can be found in it which was unknown to its first
readers.

Not a word more has since been said on the idle fan-
cies of Rudbeck. As to other questions, many have
been fully settled, others nearly so, and for the decision
of others abundant materials have been collected. Mi-
chaelis rejected the idle dream, that the genealogies of
‘nations, like those of individuals, can be traced back to
one original ancestor, and regarded therefore the names
of this catalogue, not as the names of individual persons,
but as the names of whole tribes. '
This whole mode of proceeding seems to be philoso-
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phically correct, and probably met with universal appro-
bation. Still, however, we cannot suppress within our-
selves the doubt, whether this whole fragmentary relic
has not been regarded too much in the light of modern
times ; and whether the want of uniformity in the mode
of explaining and handling it, does not oppose this view
of it. At the commencement, the names are regarded
as the names of individual persons, (Noah, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth); the succeeding names, although similarly
constructed, are to be considered as the names of whole
tribes ; Gomer for example, of the Galatians; Madai, of
the Medes; and Javan, of the Greeks. Is it not purely
capricious; to treat similarly constructed names inso diffe-
rent a manner 7 Sometimes indeed, a city, a province,
and a country bear the name of the individual. In the
instance before us, however, this would have been the
case in a long list of names of a whole genealogical table.
How much probability then can this hypothesis claim for
its support ?

All this condutcts us to another question, viz. whether
the genealogical inquiries of natiens, in their infancy,
have not proceeded on the supposition, that every nation
was to be derived from an original ancestor of the same
name ; and whether the names of such original ancestors
were not first suggested by the names of the nations
themselves. Mankind collectively were regarded as the
descendants of one individual : and, in conformity with
this, every nation was regarded as a smaller family, whose
genealogical catalogue terminated also in the name of a
single individual. The ancients regarded with admiration
the depth of wisdom to which they had attained by this
happy thought, and contrived a childish hypothesis under
which to range some traditions which had been inherited
by them. It was an hypothesis, however, fully consis-
tent with the early childhood of historical investigations.
Do we not daily, in all the sciences, construct in the
same manner, hypotheses, out of the materials of our
present thoughts 7 And why should we ridicule them,
unmindful that a wiser posterity may also ridicule jus?
The genealogical table of Moses furnishes us with an ex-
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position of the names of countries and of tribes known
at that day. The ancient traditions were here made use
of, and were laid at the foundation. These traditions are
still extant. We receive them: with gratitude from the
hand of time, and we connect them, as far as practicable,
with other traditions ; but a man must be a dreamer in-
deed, who would search in them for correct geographical
and genealogical information.

A fondness for more accurate geographical know-
ledge, and for his principal department, that of oriental
learning, awakened in Michaelis the desire of possessing
a better acquaintance with the moral, physical, and geogra-
phical situation of Arabia Felix. The defectiveness of
the descriptions of this country, hitherto published, was
attributed to the defective preparations of those whom
mere accident had thrown into Arabia. Unacquainted
with that which the scholar especially desires to know,
and ignorant of what yet remains to be investigated, they
had furnished merely what came within their notice, un-
sought, and uninvestigated ; whereas, he alone returns
richly laden from a journey, who entered upon it well
supplied. It so happened that Michaelis was enabled to
communicate his wishes to Count Bernstorf, an illustrious
minister of state, and a man of cultivated science, who
succeeded in procuring for them the encouragement of
his King. Tge proposition of a learned expedition, pre-
viously prepared, and at the royal expense, was acceded
to by the King of Denmark ; and Michaelis was entrust-
ed with all the necessary preparations—a royal reward
for a successful and bold proposition, which contributed
to spread, far and wide, the fame of Michaelis. The
notoriety of the expedition ; the number of scholars se-
lected to accompany it, who embraced within their little
circle the noblest departments of knowledge ; the com-
plete literary outfit ; the instructions, composed with pru-
dent foresight, and sanctioned by the royal authority ; the
invitations to the most celebrated Academies and Socie-
ties to take part in the expedition, by means of queries—
all these circumstances spread the name of Michaelis far
beyond the limits of his own country. Besides all this, he
13 :
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crowned the reputation which accrued to him from these
causes, by the questions which he furnished for these
learned travellers ; many of which, owing to their matter
and compass, might be denominated instructive treatises,
rather than learned questions. They referred mostly to
the physical portion of Biblical antiquity, yet so obscure ;
the names, to wit, and nature, of the beasts, plants, trees,
and precious stones, which, as objects of science and as
serving to illustrate many obscure passages in the He-
brew writings, could not but awaken a spirit of investiga-
tion. The exuberance of knowledge displayed by these
questions in diverse branches of learning, at that time not
expected in a philologist, proved, for the first time, to
Germany, what Michaelis was. And as the work was at
the same time published in French, it procured for him
abroad also the fame of a most comprehensive scholar,
whose reputation extended even to Spain. France now
endeavoured to appropriate him to herself. The Aca-
demy of Inscriptions at Paris included him, for the pre-
sent, in the number of their foreign correspondents, until
they could reward him with a more distinguished honour,
the situation of a membre etranger, the number of whom,
at any one time, was restricted to eight. Seldom has
such an honourable and rich reward followed so immedi-
ately upon desert, after so short a contest with envy.
-The reward, in this instance, was received from the hands
of