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power in heaven and in earth, was able to.
effect it.”* :

In the magnificent representation that our
Lord gives of the day of judgment, is an inti-
mation not to be mistaken, that the Jews were
not the only people who in that great day would
be called upon to answer for their moral con-
duct, and to give an account of ‘ things done
in the body, whether they be good or evil.”
¢ When the Son of Man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he
sit upon the throne of his glory, and be-
fore him shall be gathered all nations; and he
shall separate one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats.”+ Who can
doubt that in the sentence, ** before him shall
be gathered all nations,” are included the Gen-
tile nations, and every man that has lived, or
who hereafter shall live upon this earth ?

The like conclusion must be drawn from our.
Lord’s command to his Apostles, after his resur-
rection. ¢ All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth; go ye, therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of

* Whitby. Mant. + Matt. xxv. 31, 32.
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the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo I
am with you always, even unto the end of the
world.”*

St. Mark-states the command to have been,
“ Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature,”t+ which is equally
extensive, and comprehends all mankind.

Our Lord obviously spoke the parable of the
lost sheep in defence of himself, against the
calumnies of the Jews, because he ate and drank
with publicans and sinners. The Scribes and
Pharisees despised the publicans, and considered
them not only as unfit for their society, but as
men reprobate and cast off by God, and incapa-
ble of being renewed unto repentance; but
these were the very men whom our Saviour
had compassion on. ¢ They that be whole,”
said He, “ need not a physician, but they that
aresick ; but go ye and learn what that meaneth,
I will have merey, and not sacrifice; for I am
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to

® Matt. xxviii. 18.20. + Mark xvi. 15.



187

repentance.”* It seems highly probable that,
in this parable of the lost sheep, Christ had also
an eye to the Gentiles, who were peculiarly
his lost sheep; not having that portion of the
bread of life, the knowledge of God’s will,
which even the publicans among the Jews
possessed ; and, in the 10th chapter of St. John,
our Lord claims the Gentiles as his sheep.
¢ Other sheep I have,” says He,  which are
not of this fold ; them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one
fold and one shepherd.”+

The parable of the Prodigal Son was, doubt-
less, intended to point out the Jews and Gen-
tiles. The prodigal represents the Gentiles,
who, losing the knowledge of the true God,
which they had received from nature or by tra-
dition, had wandered far from their father's
house, fallen into spiritual destitution, and fed
on husks, which were neither nutritious nor
wholesome—they served wood and stone in-
stead of the living God. The elder brother in-
dicated the Jews, who could not imagine that
their father would ever again receive his prodi-

* Matt. ix. 12, 13. + Jobn x. 16.
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gal son, who ‘“had taken his journey into a
far country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living.” When he heard, therefore, that
his younger brother had repented and returned,
and was received by his father joyfully, he was
angry ; and ¢ as he drew nigh to the house, and
heard music and dancing, he would not go in,”*
but, in an angry mood, and with jealous feel-
ings, drew a comparison between his own dutiful
behaviour and the neglectful treatment he had
received, and the ready gift of the fatted calf
that had been killed on the return of his repro-
bate brother. Although there might have been
some reason in this remonstrance, our Lord
puts to silence every thing of the kind by the
answer that he puts into the mouth of the father,
which is in perfect harmony with his declara-
tion in a former parable, that there is joy in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth: ¢ Son,
thou art ever with me, and all that I have is
thine; it was meet that we should make merry,
and be glad, for this thy brother was dead, and
is alive again, and was lost, and is found.”

We are the descendants of those Gentiles

* Luke xv. 25.
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who are represented by the Prodigal Son, and
we have been received joyfully, and reinstated
in our father’s house; if we leave it again, or
bebave undutifully in it, we shall be justly
chargeable with accumulated guilt.



CHAPTER IX.

OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE GOSPEL WAS
PROCLAIMED TO THE GENTILES.

ST. PavuL.

IN a former chapter T have observed that it
appears not to have been the design of Provi-
dence that the gospel should have been preached
to the Gentiles during the ministry of Christ on
earth ; and every one who reads the writings of
the Evangelists must perceive the justness of
the observation. After the ascension of Christ
into heaven, there was obviously a difficulty in
commencing this great work, which had been
ordained, but kept secret, from the foundation
of the world. The Apostles, and the disciples
of our Lord generally, were bigotted Jews, and
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those who had been sent out to preach the
gospel in the towns and villages of Judea were
particularly instructed ¢ not to go into the way
of the Gentiles.” No one, therefore, probably,
of those Jews who had been converted to
Christianity by our Lord and his disciples, en-
tertained the least idea of any Gentile being
admitted nearer to the Church of God than
those who were allowed to worship in their
temple in what was called the court of the
Gentiles.

The history of the manner in which it
pleased the Almighty to prepare for the call of
the Gentiles into his Church is contained in
the 9th, 10th, and 11th chapters of the Acts of
the Apostles. The miracles are surprising, and
the narratives to the last degree interesting.
Before I enter upon the consideration of them,
I would desire the reader to peruse the above-
mentioned chapters, which will enable him to
enter into the spirit of such observations as may
offer themselves in pursuing the narrative.

It appears fram the Acts of the Apostles, and
from his own confessions, that Saul, although
he was unlike the twelve Apostles, being a
learned Jew, ¢ brought up at the feet of Ga-
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maliel,” yet he was, similar to the mass of his
nation, a most bigotted adherent to the religion
of his fathers. We learn, in the '7th and 8th
chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, that Saul
was present at the death of the first martyr,
Stephen, and kept the raiment of them that
slew him; that after this he was a fierce perse-
cutor of the Christians, and ¢ made havock of
the Church, entering into every house, and
haling men and women, committed them to
prison.”*

On the death of Stephen, this extraordinary
person, who was destined, in the councils of
God, to become a most zealous and effective
Apostle in the kingdom of Christ, * went unto
the high priest, and desired of him letters to
Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found
any of this way,”—disciples of Christ—* whe-
ther they were men or women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem. And as he jour-
neyed, he came near Damascus, and suddenly
there shined round about him a light from hea-
ven; and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice
saying to him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou

* Acts viii. 3.
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me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou perse-
cutest; it is hard for thee to kick against the
pricks. And he, trembling and astonished, said,
Lord, what wilt thou bave me to do? And the
Lord said, Arise, and go into the city, and it
shall be told thee what thou must do. And the
men which journeyed with him stood speechless,
hearing a voice, but seeing no man.”*

In this miracle, as well as in that wrought
for the conviction of St. Peter, which I shall
consider afterwards, there was a provision made
for carrying the miracle into effect. In the
present case there was a disciple at Damascus,
named Ananias, who was commanded in a vision
to gointo the street called Straight, and enquire
at the house of Judas for one Saul of Tarsus,
and he is, at the same time, informed that Saul
had seen in a vision a man named Ananias
coming in and putting his hand upon him that
he might receive Lis sight, for Saul, when he
arose from the earth, though his eyes were
opened, saw no man, but was led by the hand
to Damascus.

* Actsix. 1—7.
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I would wish it to be particularly observed,
by how many probable and striking circum-
stances both this miracle, and that which relates
to St. Peter, are supported and confirmed. The
first circumstance to be noticed, is in Ananias’s
answer ; whence it appears, and of which there
could have been no doubt, that Saul was well
known, so far as reputation went, by the
Christians, as their relentless persecutor. Ac-
cordingly, Ananias, in answer to the command
of the Lord, in a vision, to seek out Saul,
¢ answered, Lord, I have heard by many of
this man, how much evil he has done to thy
saints at Jerusalem ; and here he hath authority
from the chief priests to bind all that call upon
thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go
thy way, for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to
bear my name before the Gentiles and kings,
and the people of Israel; For I will show him
how great things he must suffer for my name’s
sake.”* The result was, that Anpanias found
Saul, and laid his hands upon him, and he forth-
with received his sight. And Saul stayed cer-
tain days at Damascus, “ And straightway he

* Acts ix. 13—16.
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preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is
the Son of God. But all that heard him were
amazed, and said, Is not this he that destroyed
them which called on this name at Jerusalem,
and came hither for that intent, that he might
bring them bound unto the high priests.”*

How natural is this, that all who knew of his
former persecutions, and his sudden conversion,
and heard him preach Christ in the synagogues,
were amazed, and dwelt upon the history of his
former life. It is not less natural that his
brethren, the Jews, whom it is said he con-
founded at Damascus, should have taken counsel,
and lain in wait to kill him. Nor is it impro-
bable that their watchfulness was so strict, that
it was necessary for the disciples to take him
by night, and let him down by the wall in a
basket, that he might escape from their hands.
‘Thus was Saul able to return to Jerusalem,.
¢ and assayed to join himself to the disciples;
but they were afraid of Lim, and believed not
that he was a disciple, until Barnabas took him,
and brought him to the Apostles, and declared
unto them how he had seen the Lord in the

* Acts ix. 20,21,
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way, and that he had spoken to him, and how
he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name
of Jesus. And he was with them (the Apos-
tles) coming in and going out at Jerusalem.” *
Saul, however, could not remain at Jerusalem,
for he spake boldly in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians ; -but
they went about to slay him, which, when the
brethren knew, they brought him down to
Cesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus.”+

When Saul, who was afterwards called Paul,
himself related his conversion before the tumul-
tuous multitude at Jerusalem, and spake of his
former return to Jerusalem from Damascus, he
says, “ when I was come again to Jerusalem,
even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a
trance ; and saw Him (Jesus) saying unto me,
make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusa-
lem, for they will not receive thy testimony
concerning me. And I said, Lord, they know
that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue
them that believed on thee. And when the
blood of thy martyr, Stephen, was shed, I also
was standing by and consenting unto his death,

* Acts ix. 26-28. + Acts ix. 29,30,
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and kept the raiment of them that slew him.
And he said unto me, Depart, for I will send
thee far hence unto the Gentiles.”* St. Paul
seems to glory in the history of his conversion,
which he so often repeats, and to give glory to
God that he had called him into the marvellous
light of his gospel. He relates it again in his
defence before Agrippa and Festus, in the 26th
chapter; and often alludes to it. In his second
Epistle to the Corinthians, speaking of his suf-
ferings, he says, ¢ In Damascus, the goverm;r,
under Aretas the king, kept the city of the Da-
mascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend
me; and through a window in a basket was I
let down by the wall, and escaped his hands.”+
In the 1st chapter of his Epistle to Timothy the
‘Apostle is laying it down that ¢ the law is not
made for a righteous man, but for the lawless
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sin-
ners; and if there be any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine, according to the
glorious gospel of the blessed God which was
committed to my trust; and I thank Christ
Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that

* Acts xxii, 17—21. + 2 Cor. xi. 32, 33.
K
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he counted me faithful, putting me into the
ministry, who was before a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and injurious; but I obtained mercy
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.”* Do
not these repetitions and frequent allusions to
the fact of St. Paul's conversion afford an un-
answerable argument to its truth?

If the scriptures be diligently studied, with a
view to ascertain St. Paul’s character, the stu-
dent can by no means be disappointed. The
lucid account that is given of his proceedings in
the Acts of the Apostles, combined with the
familiar communications with his numerous con-
verts in his Epistles, enable us to be more inti-
mately acquainted with St. Paul’s character
than with the character of many who have
been personally known to us. The prominent
feature in that character was zeal in a cause
which he believed to be just and according to
truth, which was his case before his conversion,
to effect which a miracle seems to have been
necessary. To those who are adverse to the
introduction of miracles, the question may be

. put, What could have disjoined the zealous
attachment to their ancient religion, both in
¢ 1 Tim. i, 9—13.
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St. Paul and St. Peter, what could have sub-
dued their early and fixed prejudices, less than
a miracle? In both cases the interference of
the Deity was clear and conclusive, and no
doubt could remain that the call was from hea-
ven, and that the heavenly call demanded in-
stant obedience. '

I shall make but one observation more relative
to St. Paul, before I proceed to consider the
case of St. Peter. St. Paul had some infirmity,
which he calls a thorn in the flesh, and he says
that it was given him lest, through the abun-
dance of the revelations, he should be exalted
above measure. ¢ For this thing,” says he, I
besought the Lord thrice that it might depart
from me. And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee, for my strength is made per-
fect in weakness.”* In his first Epistle to the
Corinthians, St. Paul tells his converts that the
punishments which were inflicted upon the re-
bellious Jews in the wilderness, for their ini-
quities, were written for their admonition ; and
Christians cannot but believe that the things
which happened under the new covenant, espe-

* 2 Cor. xii, 7—9.
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cially the teachings of God to the Apostles by
his word or spirit, belong to all Christians.
Every Christian, therefore, may and ought, in
every difficulty and distress, o apply the words
of God, spoken to St. Paul, “ my grace is suffi-
cient for thee,” to himself. There is but one
condition—that we believe and trust in God;
for if we trust in ourselves, we shall be left to
ourselves, to reap as we have sown. But he who
believes that God’s grace is sufficient for him,
will never forget the assertion that follows—
¢ for my strength is made perfect in weakress.”
This is in unison with the whole tenor of scrip-
ture, which teaches the frailty and imperfection
of human nature—that man is nothing, and that
God is all in all. The Apostle follows up the
doctrine in the same verse: ¢ Most gladly, there-
fore, will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me; there-
fore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,
in necessities, in persécutions for Cbrist’s sake,
for when I am weak, then am I strong.”* The
Clristian, thérefore, who can say with the
Apostle, “not that we are sufficient of our-

* 2 Cor. xii. 9, 10.
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selves, to think any thing is of ourselves, but our
sufficiency is of God,”* will not trust in him-
self, but in Him who is mighty to save, and he
shall find Lelp in time of need.

Sr. PETER.

The miracles performed for the conversion of
Saul, and for the conviction of St Peter, were
wrought for the same end, namely, to open their
understandings, and to impress their minds with
the important truth, that the Gentiles were des-
tined to be fellow heirs with the Jews, parta-
kers of the like privileges under the gospel,
and enjoying with them the high expectation
of a heavenly inheritance. But the state from
which these individuals were called to enjoy
this knowledge, and to be leaders, as the chosen
servants of God, in the comprehensive scheme
of the gospel, was widely different. Saul, as
has been seen, was to the last degree prejudiced
in favour of the religion he professed, and in

* 2 Cor. iii: 5.
K2
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which Le bad been educated. It is hardly pos-
sible that so inquisitive a mind should not have
been, in some degree, acquainted with the pro-
ceedings of Jesus; but, it is highly probable
that the impetuosity of his temper, caused him,
without sufficient enquiry, to believe the calum-
nies against him, that he was endeavouring to
change their customs, and to destroy their sys-
tem of religious worship.

St. Peter, on the contrary, was a chosen
Apostle of Christ, who had followed him at
his call, accompanied him in all his labours, an
received from him, after his resurrection, the
impressive command to “ feed his sheep;” on
which occasion he had declared his love for his
master in impassioned terms. Nevertheless,
this chosen Apostle was wholly ignorant of the
extensive nature of the gospel with which he
was entrusted. He had received it himself, he
had converted many of his brethren, the Jews,
to Christianity; but still he wanted to be in-
formed of those other sheep, which were not of
this fold, and which Christ came also to bring
under his pastoral care. The mannerin which
St. Peter was enlightened, is written in the
10th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.



203

Here, as in the former case of Saul, there
were two divine visions connected with each
other. Cornelius, a devout Gentile, is told that
¢ his prayers are heard, and his alms come up
as a memorial before God;” and he is directed
¢ to send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon,
whose surname is Peter; he shall tell thee
what thou oughtest to do.”* ¢ When the
angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed,”
he called his servants, and, on the morrow, sent
them to Joppa.  And as they drew nigh
unto the city, Peter went up upon the house
top to pray, about the sixth hour; and he be-
came very hungry, and would have eaten; but
while they made ready he fell inte a trance,
and saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel
descended unto him, as it had been a great
sheet, knit at the four corners; and let down to
the earth; therein were all manner of four-
footed beasts, and creeping things, and fowls
of the air; and there came a voice to him,
Rise, Peter, kill and eat; but Peter said, not
so, Lord, for I have never eaten anything that
is common or unclean; and the voice spake

* Acts x. 4—6,
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unto him again the second time, What God
hath cleansed, that call thou not common ; this
was done thrice, and the vessel was received up
again into heaven.”*

It appears that while ¢ Peter doubted what
the vision which he had seen should mean, and
thought on the vision, the spirit said unto, him,
Behold three men seek thee, arise, therefore,
and get thee down and go with them, doubting
nothing, for I have sent them.”+ When Peter
saw them, he said unto them, ¢ Behold I am
he whom ye seek, what is the cause wherefore
ye are come?’f The men sent by Cornelius
then stated their message, that Cornelius had
been ¢ warned from God, by an holy angel, to
send for Peter into his house, and to hear words
of him.” Peter, therefore, went with them,
and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied
him to Cesarea. “ And Cornelius waited for
them, and had called together his kinsmen and
near friends; and as Peter was coming in,
Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet
and worshipped him. But Peter took him up,
saying, Stand up, I myself also am a man.

* Actsx, 1—16." 1 Acts x. 17and 20. t Acts x. 21.
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And as he talked with him, he went in, and
found many that were come together; and he
said unto them, Ye know how that it is an un-
lawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep-
company, or to come to one of another nation;
but God hath showed me that I should not call
any man common or unclean; therefore came
I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I
was sent for; I ask, thetefore, for what intent
ye have sent for me.”* ‘The recital of the
narrative of the vision he had seen, by Cor~
nelius, immediately answered this question, and
put Peter in full possession of the cause of these
wonderful revelations from heaven having been
sent upon them. ¢ Then Peter opened his
mouth, and said, of a truth I perceive that God
is no respecter of persons; but, in every nation,
he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness,
is accepted with bim.”+ And he concludes his
discourse with, ¢ And He (Christ) commanded
us to preach unto the people, and to testify
that it was He that was ordained of God, to be
the judge of quick and dead. To Him give
all the Prophets witness, that, through his

* Acts x. 24—29, t Actsx. 34, 35.
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name, whosoever believeth in Him shall re-
ceive remission of sins. While Peter yet spake
these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them
which heard the word ; and they of the circum-
cision which believed were astonished, as many
as came with Peter, because that on the Gen-
tiles, also, was poured out the gift of the Holy
Ghost, for they heard them speak with tongues,
and glorify God.”* And the Gentiles were
baptized in the name of the Lord.

Thus were these two Apostles established
as leaders in the promulgation of the gospel.
Then ¢ the Apostles and brethren that were in
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received
the word of God;”t+ and after they had heard
St. Peter's defence, ¢ they glorified God, say-
ing, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life.”t

I here take leave of my reader for the pre-
sent, having completed that portion of my little
work which I had contemplated.

. The progress that Christianity made in the

* Acts x, 42—46. + Acts xi, 1. t Acts xi. 18.
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first century is generally known—that it over-
threw the heathen temples, and destroyed the
polytheism of the Romans; this, and what fol-
lowed, are subjects of ecclesiastical history. In
the present day, notwithstanding the prevalence
of crime, Clristians may cherish a reasonable
hope that a happy era in favour of their religion
is not far distant. Ancient prophecies are ful-
filling ; education, knowledge—especially reli-
gious knowledge, and civilization, are increasing,
giving us a foretaste of that time when the grain
of mustard seed shall become a great tree, cover-
ing the earth, and when the little leaven shall
leaven the whole lump.

April 22d, 1834.

FINIS.
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