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942 KELIGION VINDICATED.

lists tell us what they saw and heard, &c. And scwe
may say of all the writers, when they recorded facts which
they knew by ordinary means, they depended not on extra-
ordimary inspiratien for their knowledge. The apostles
were enabled to work miracles, when miracles were neces-
sary to accomplish the divine purposes, but we. should not
conclude from thence tl'xat they walked about, eat, drank,
&c. miraculously. Fromr these remarks it will be pes-
ceived, that we conclude the writers used their own lan-
guage and style in all cases; that (bey recorded facts, learn-
ed by the ordinary means, whenever such means of informa-
tion were adequate to the grand object of the revelation.
This accou’nts for the fact that different writers relate
the same event with different phraseology, and particulari-
ty. This little variety, while it forbids the idea of concert,
or combination, demonstrates that the facts were so obvious,
that the different writers saw and knew them in their own
persons. So far from being any disparagemeat to the re-
cords, it proves clearly that each recorded such facts as
most forcibly impressed his senses, or most powerfully at-
tracted his notice, without any cowsultation or connivance
with the others. What we have here said for the non-ix-
spiration of the Scriptures, will accouat for all the diversi-
ty of style, ail the variety of figures, all the ambiguity of
expression, all the trifling and unimpertant discrepancies
in the relation of substantial facts, and all such phraseol-
ogies as offend the delicacy of a refined and improved
taste. Now we will tell what we conceive to.be the true
ingpiration of the Bible. 1. The writers were iyspired
with an unyielding integrity of heart, or a disposition te
tell the truth only. 2. They were inspired with all the
knowledge necessary to the revelation, ‘which they could
not acquire by ordinary means. ' For instance, those men,
who saw Jesus Christ on earth; who saw his miracles
performed, who saw him crucified, who saw him after his
resurrection, and heard his instructions from his lips, ‘would
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need no ather iugpiration te make a faitbful record of all
these things, that should be substantially true, than merely
a dispesition to record the truth ealy. But when they are
to xecord a mora or dectrinal principle or a prediction, not
to be kuown by ordinary meaas, and not heard ftom Jesus
himsself, they must be inspired by the Hely Spirit with the
knowledge of such truth. We may say then that the
Scriptures were wrikten by men in Buman language, who
waye inppired-to write the truth, and so guided by the spirit
of God as to make the book sabstantially trae in all its doe-
trinal and seowal featuses, all its splendid misacles, all its
predlictions, all its historical relations, and every thing ,tlxa.t
is- essential to the substantial perfection of the whole.
Although we suppose much of the Scriptures to consist
of well authenticated facts. whieh the writers knew by or-
dinary snd natural wsans, .yet God miraculonsly made
known te thiem, whatever was neeessary to make the whole
perfect in all -essential masters of doctrine and fact. Se
clearly is their divire inspiration, so far us this, established,
that were we to go to the evidence on beth sides, examine
every argument that has ever been adduced by its oppo-
-neats, and every argument ia its favour, we should find an
irresistible and- overw helming balance to preponderate in
its support. Itis.not neveésary, assome philosephers have
insinuated aad. their dupes have believed, for us to reject
philosophy in order to be christians. No, we could never
believe on sufh terms. True philosophy and sound rea-
son will coalesce in every particular with every principle of
the Bible and every particle of christianity. We may not
see the reason of some things revealed ; but is it not a fact
that all human reason is imperfect? Were it not so, a re-
velation would not have been necessary. Whatever in re-
velation reason cannot clearly explain is not contrary to rea-
son but aboveit. Christianity is reasonable, but it requires
the reason of God to perceive the reason of the whole of
it. However, the more perfect our reason becomes by
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cultivation, the more of the reaven of revelation we can
perceive, and no human reason caf confute it. Men have
attempted to array philosophy sgdivst the Bible in every
uge, but every argument has been fuirly met over and over
again. So that on the whole they have been an advantage *
to the Bible, by provoking investigation, and eausing to be
brought forward: theusands of important truths and faets,
which will demonstrate the genuineness, anshenticity, and
wuthority of.the Bible to the latest posterity; and which
otherwise might have been lost in the revolutions of time.

In the second century, Celsus, a learned philosopher,
wrote against christianity, when all the scenes of it had but
:'ecently accurred, and the whole sabject was perfecily ac-
cessible. So did Porphyry and Hierocles of the third: cen-
tury, and Julian of the fourth, but so far from militating
against christianity, their writings go direcuy to establish
facts which prove its anthenticity. Their arguments were
confuted by the early christians, Late philosuphers have
wade the same attempt but without any effect except upon
those who read ouly their side of the question, and of course
close their eyes upon facts of inconceivable moment.

A work designed to overthirow the Bible most in circu-
fation in our country, is Thomus Paine’s Age of Reascn.
Althc;ugh the author is deservedly pepular as a political
writer, he is certainly guilty of the most puny and con-
temptible work against the Bible, of any that has come
to our kuowledge. Although his arguments had been
used and confuted many times before he existed, and have
been thoroughly answered since, yet this bosk seems to
possess astonishing charms for thousands of -young men,
who never perhaps read the. whole Bible in their lives, and
who never read any full and reputed defence of it.: Are
they ready to make up their judgement upon a partial ex-
amination of one side only ? Ifso, let us tell them to turn
round and look on the other side, till they give the subject
in all its bearings as clode an examination as did those cool,
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acute, accurate, and lucid investigators, Locke and Netoton.

How preposterous for our young upstarts in philosophy, .

and a multitude of wonderful * smart fellows” through our
country, who are totally ignoraut both of the Scriptures and
their evidence, to assume to assail the revelation of Heaven,
and to cavil about things above their own limited compre-
hension.

Let true philosophy, chastened and humbled by reflec-
tion, come to the investigation, and the Scriptures have
nothing to fear from the result. There are two general
causes of infidelity, one is an unwillingness to believe, and
the other is a neglect to examine the arguments thorough-
ly on both sides. And if we should succeed in these num-
bers in vinducing some to peruse some of the able and cor-
rect authors, that bave written in defence of the Bible, it is
all we expect.

THE END.

ERRATA.

Some small literary errours have passed the press, the most inn
portunt of which the reader is requested to correct, thus:

Page 49, 17th “2: from bottow, for if the gospel is coer, read, if the
N ever.
“o82, %t line fromn bottom, for orthodozy, read, orthodox.
** 163, 15th line from botton, for elicoe, read belicf.
“ 183, 16th line fromn bottom, for who should, read, who shall.
¢ 212, 5th line from bottom, for is the heavens, read, are the
heavens.
214, 13th line from top omitthe word have. .
304, 3d line {rom bottem, for sufficiency, read, ingfRciency.
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