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knell of promiscuous massacre tolled before the
alaram -bell of war, Millions of Jews were there
mardered to glat the pious rage of the crusaders,
Skalls of men, and bleeding hearts, were offered
as holocausts on the altars of that God, who has
mo pleasure ia the blood even of the innocéns
lamb ; and ministers of peace were thrown inte
s holy enthusissm by these bloody sacrifices. It
is thus that Bazil, Treves, Coblentz and Cologne
became human shambles ; it iy thws that up-
wards of four hundred thousand victims, of all
sages, and of both sexes, lost their lives at Cesar
rea and Alexandria! And is it after they have ex-
perienced such treatment, that they are reproached
with their vices? Is it, after being for eighteen cen-
taries the sport of contempt, tha they arereproach-
ed with being no longer alive to it # Is it, after
having so often glutted with their blood the thirst
of their persecutors, that they are held out as ene-
mies to other nations ? Is it, when they havey
been bereft of all means to mollify the hearts of
their tyrants, that indignation is roused, if now
and then they cast a mournful look tawards the
rains of their temple—towards their country,
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where formetly happiness crowned their peaceful
days free from the cares of ambition lmd
riches ?”

Being accused, as we have aiready hinted, of
adulterating the coin, circulating counterfeit
money, and making fraudulent exchanges, all the
Jows in England were in one day imprisoned
throughout the kingdom ; and, besides those who
suffered in the different counties, two hundred
and eighty were executed in London.

Edward finally ordered them to be banished
from the kingdom, and never to retarn under pain-
of death. He seized av once their whsle pro~
perty, and allowed them only money sufficient to
bear their expenses into foreign countries. But
the seamen of the Cinque Ports, whence they pro-
ceeded for embarkation, robbed most of them of
that disgracefal pittance, and drowned some hun~
dreds of these .miiserable outcasts by throwing
them into the sea! The number expelled
amounted to upwards of sixteen thousand souls ;
and the Jews did not aguin appear in England as
a body, till five hundred and fifty years after~
wards.
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Though the Jews. had long since cossed to.inm
herit flocks and herds, the pecaliar posswssions of;
their ancestors, yet do we not trace, in these ine
tances of extortion, of plunder, and spoliatiop—in
this destitation of all their property—the fidelity of
that portrait finished so many thousand years ben
fore by their still idolized lawgiver ! ¢ Thine ox
shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou. shalt not
eat thereof ; thine ass shall be vialently taken away,
from before thy face, and shall not.be restored ta
thee ; thy sheep shall be given unto thine enemijes,
snd thou shajt have nome to rescue them, The
fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation.
which thon knawest net eat up; and thou shalt
be only oppressed, and crushed alway !”

If such was the lot of the Jewa in England, the
land of so many saperior pretensions, what musg
their fate have been among the mare barbarous na~
tions of the earth 7  In Frauce they became a part.
of the property attached to the soil-—an article of
trade—an object of cominerce—where they were
forbidden to change the place of their abode, or
were transferred, with the domain, from ane
landholder te another; or, harder still, were
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sdinetimes sold separately from their families and
kindred, rising or falling in value according te
their telents, ingenuity, or industry.

In Portugal, that favoured seat of intolerunt
zeal, and inquisitorial mercy, Emnmanauel the king,
commanded all the children of the Jews, under
fourteen years of age, to be separatéd from their
parents, that they might be initinted in that reli-
gion falwely called Christian, to which they owed
these tender mercies. The execution of this sen-
tence of exquisite cruelty was attended, as mighit
have been expected, by circamstanees of the deep-
“est-sorrow ; and indeed many of the parents, in
‘the frenwy wiich it inepired, beth killed their
children and destroyed themselves :——“ Thy sons
‘and thy denghters shall be given unto another
“people, and thine eyes shell look, and fail with
‘Jonging for them all she day long ; and there shall
‘be no might in thine hand,—and among these
-nations shalt theu find no ease, neither shall the
-wole of thy foot have rest, but the Lord shall give
‘thee a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and
sorrow of mind I”’

In the same cowmtry, also, the name of Jew
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became a term. of such contempt, that it-was ne-
cessary to enact laws for preventing its being ap-
plied by one man to the reproach of aaother.
Thus the law declared, that if any man called
another “a Jew” to his face, the person of-
fended was at liberty to stab the offender with-
out fear of punishment.* Thus, as in ten thon-
sand other instances, their very name became. « a
reproach” and ¢ a hissing.”—¢And thon shalt
become an astonishment, a proverb, and a bye-
word among the nations, whither the Lord thy
.God shall lead thee.”

To these instances of unmingled and unmiti-
-gated misery, one or two circumatances, of slight
.alleviation in their lot may be remarked. In

Persia, under Shah Abbas I. and II, they met
with no kindness, but they were afterwards nu-
merous at Shiraz ; and at Lar, the capital of one of
-the provinces of Persia, they were treated with so
-much consideration, as to have a particular quar-
ter of the city assigned for their habitations ; and
they were permitted to extend themselves on the

% QGregoire,
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coast of Ormuz, where they engaged in the trade
with India. Though Bagdad, which was once
the residence of the princes of the captivity, was
much redueed after it was taken by Amurat 1V,
yet. a large proportion of the inhabitanta were
Jews, who not only possessed a synagogue, but
enjoyed the_ unrestrained exercise of their reli-
gion. But though their religion was tolerated,
they were themselves both hated and despised by
the Persians.

The. condition of the Jews in Poland under
Cassimir the Great, formed another exception to
the nniversal cruelty with which they were treated
in Enrope. The extensive privileges which they
enjoyed in that country, during his reign, were
supposed to be in consequence of the monarch’s
regard for Esther, a beautiful Jewess, who had
policited, like the queen of Ahasuerus, these im-
munities for her people.

Under John Sobieski, also, the Hebrews were
so highly favoured, that his administration obtain-
ed, invidiously, the denomination of a Jewish junto,

In addition to these solitary exceptions, it may
be noticed, that among the Roman pontiffs, Inno-

T
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tent IV. undertook their vindication, when ac-
tused of crimes, so far as to say, that they were
more miserable under Christian prinres than their
fathers had been under Pharoah. Clement VII.
was also favourable to them, pitied their affifc-
tions, and acted as their friend and protector;
wnd when they were massacred without mercy
in every other part of Europe, they found an
asylum at Avignon.

Thus we have seen, that to all the-accumulated
afffictions sustained by the Jews in the siege of
Jerusalem, what has befallen their posterity in the
latter days has not been less severe. That they
were a people favoured above all the nations of the
earth, so long as they were an obedient, or even so
long as they were occasionally, s penitent people,
their own sacred books sufficiently attest. Their
desertion by God for so many: centuries, ought to
be fraught with warning and admonition to us;
for if the Lord spared not the natural branches,
how will he deal with us if we also rebel? If
the Jews, as a beloved people,—chosen before all
the nations of the earth,—to whom pertained the
sdoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and
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the giving of the law and the promises;—t0 whom
the vary elements were subservient,—who were
fod with angels’ foed,—guided by a pillar of fire
by night, and & pillar of a cloud by day,—te
make place for whom, kings were dethroned, and
nations were disinherited of their long possessed
. domains—If this people were, after all, deserted
and forsaken of their God, O what may not we
dread in this happier era of the gospel, if we keep
not his commandments; neither rememher his
statutes, and his judgments to de them !

But, though long forsaken of God, .they are
not forgotten ; they shall yet dwell in Bashan and
in Gilead, as in the days of old.* ¢ Again I

® As every thing that tends to throw light upon the
Scripture, though it be but its local scenery, is interest.
ing, we quote the fallowing beautiful and animated pas.
sages from Buckingham’s Travels among the mountains
of Gilead, and rich pastures of Bashan; a part of Pale.
stine hitherto almost unvisited, and only penetrated by
Mr Buekingbam and his companion, Mr Bankes, at the
greatest personal hazard.

“ We had no sooner passed the summit of the second
range, going down a short distance on its eastezn side,
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will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgini
of Israel | Thou shalt again be adormed with thy
tabrets, and shall go forth in the dances of them
that make merry. Hear the word of the Lord,

by a very gentle descent, than we found ourselves on
plains of nearly as high a level as the summits of the
hills themselves, and certainly eight hundred feet above
the stream of the Jordan. We were now in a land of
extraordinary richness, abounding with the most beauti-
ful prospects, clothed with thick forests, varied with
verdant slops, and possessing extensive plains. We
continued our way to the north-east, through a country
the beauty of which so surprised us, that we often ask-
ed each other what were our sensations ? as if to ascer-
tain the reality of what we saw, and persuade each
other, by confessions of mutual delight, that the picture
before us was not an optical illusion. The landscape
alone, which varied at every turn, and gave us new
beauties from every point of view, was, of itself, worth
all the pains of an excursion to the east of Jordan to
obtain a sight of ; and the park-like scenes that some-
times softened the romantic wildness of the general cha«
racter, as & whole, reminded us of similar spots in less
neglected lands.”— Travels in Poalestine, through the
Countries of Bashan and Gilead, byJ S. Buclnngham,
Vol. IR p. 104.
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O ye natious, and declare it in the iles afar off,
snd say, He that seastered Israel will gather him,
and keep bim as a shepherd doth his flock. Turn
again, O virgin of lsrael | turn again to these thy
cities.”

If the religion of the Jew was a religion exclu.
sive beyond that of all the sects and schisms of
which the world bas since been so prolific, sarely
the religion of the Christian is one of the most
universal that the human mind is capable of con-
ceiving ; and might, from this very peculiarity,
combined with its other accompaniments of purity
snd saxnctity, be sufficient to demonstrate its hea-
venly origin, as proceeding from the father of ALL,
who will bave ALL men to be saved. And if, in
the exertions with which every day of the Chris-
tian's life in this happy era is so fully fraught, it
is their endeavour to preach the gospel to every
creature, to whom ought they to turn with a
tenderness and affection beyond that due to all
ather nations, if not to their elder brother the
Jew? Though Jehovah, to manifest the splend-
our of his justice, and to evince the concentrated

glory of all his attributes, bas seen fit, for many
T2
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cerituries, to pursue this devoted nation with <« a
flaming sword, turning every way ” for their des
struction,—and has falfilled his own carse, “ 1
will make thy plagtes wondérful, and the plagues
of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long con«
tinuance ; and sore sickness, and of long continu-
ance,”—yet he has not said for ever. The bless
sing absorbs the denunciation, even as the drop
of dew is lost in the depths of the ocean. ¢ Cons
siderest thou not what this people have spoken;
saying, The two families which the Lord hath
chosen, he hath even cast them off 7 Thus saith
the Lord, If my covenant be not with day and
night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances
of heaven and earth, then will I cast away the
seed of Jacob, and David my servant.—For I
will cause their captivity to return, and will have
mercy upon them, saith the Lord.”

Let us then not only cherish the hope, but
take rest in the assurance, that if the expatriated
Hebrew be not brought back to his local sanctus -
ary,—of which, however, there seems to be no
doubt,—and to his beloved earthly Jerusalem, he
shall assuredly be brought back a willing' subject
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« to David his king, and his eyes shail see the
land that is very far off.” And that it may kin-
dle in the heart of the reader some desire to aid
io the blessed task of winning him to this sweet
and sacred consummation, we shall here give an’
affecting instance of that “fervid and melancholy
love for the scene of his faith, which still glows
in the heart of the Jew—a love which has out-
lived so many centuries of exile, and disappoint-
ment, and wretchedness,” that it throws the cold,
lukewarm, and too often heartless devotion of the’
more highly favoured Christian into the shade,
and ought to be to us a source of deep and self-
abasing lamentation.

¢ The Jews speak of Palestine,” says Buch- -
anan, in his Researches in India, « as if it were
close at hand, apd easily accessible. Distance of
time and place seems to have no power to obli-
terate the remembrance of the deeolation of Jeru-
salem. ¢ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my
right hand forget its cunning ;-if I do not remem-
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my.
mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief
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joy.’ 1t has become an ordinance of their reb-
hins, in some places, that when 2 wan builds »
naw house, be shall leave & small part of it un-
finished, as an emblem of min, and write on it
these words, Zecker Lachorchan, i..e. in memory .
of desolation,”*

While the Asiatic Jew thus expresses his fond
remembrance of that

« Beauty of earth’s cities,”

and demonstrates that to him “her very dust is
dear,” the European Jew mourns over the fallen
glory of his nation with all the pathos, passion,.
and eloquence, with which such a genius as that
of Berr might be expected to weep, and plead for
scrrows such as theirs.

+ ¢ Braving all kinds of torments, the pangs of
death, and still more terrible pangs of life, we
have withstood the impetuous torrent of time,
sweeping indiscriminately in its course, nations,

® Christian Regearchres in Asia, by the Rev. Claudius
Buchanan, quoted by Adams,
+ Michsel Berr’s Appeal to the Justice of Kings.
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religions, and countries. What has become of
those celebrated empires whose very name ssill
pexcites our admiration by the idea of splendid
greatness attached to them, and whose power em-
braced the whole surface of the known globe ?
They are only remembered as monuments of the
vanity of human greatness. Rome and Greece
are no more : their descendants, mixed with other
nations, have lost even the traces of their origin ;
while a population of a few millions of men, so
often subjugated, stands the test of thirty revol-
ving centuries, and the fiery ordeal of fifteen
centuries of persecution. We still preserve laws
which were given to us in the first days of the
world, in the infancy of nature. The last follow-
ers of a religion which had embraced the universe,
bave disappeatred these fifteen centuries, and our
temples are still standing. We alone have been
spared by the indiscriminating hand of time, like
a column left standing amid the wreck of worlds,
and the ruins of nature. The history of our peo-
ple connects present times with the first ages of
the world, by the testimony it bears to the exist-
ence of those early periods. It begins at the
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cradle of mankind, and its remnants are likely to
be preserved to the very day of universal destruce
tion I"'®

Haviag portoayed the foelings-of thase

* Tribes of the wand‘ring foot, and weary breast,”

inhabiting Asia and Europe, I shall conclade the
series of citations in this chapter, by exhibiting the
touching pictare of the unmurmuring Jew in his
beloved Jerusalem, a ¢ wretched outlaw from
justice and compassion,” from sympathy and ha-
man charity, with his eyes still fixed upon Zion,
as if he knew by heart that Scripture quoted by
the spostle of the Gentiles, «“ There shall come

* In this enlightened period a more generous system
is taking place. France has allowed them the rights of
eitizeny, which induces & mumber of the most wealthy
Jews to fix their residence in that country. Poland is
shout granting them very great privileges and immuni-
ties ; England, Holland, and Prussia tolerate and pro-
tect them, and the Emperor has revoked some restrie~
tions, for which an edict has lately passed ; Spain, Por-
tugal, and some of the Italian States, are still, however,
totally averse to their dwelling among them.

Eacyclop. Brittans. Vol. 1X. Art. Jeos
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out of Zion the deliverer, and he shall turn away
engodliness from Jacob.”—The Lord hasten the
ewspicicus moment, * for if the easting away of
the Jews be the reconciling of the world, what
shall the receiving of them be but life from the
desd?” ‘

¢ While the new—or modern—Jerusalem is
seen-shining in the midst of the desert, you may
observe between Mount Zion and the temple
wnether spectacle of almost equal interest ; it is
that of the remmant of another people, distinct
from the rest of the inbabitants ; a people indivi-
@ually the ébjects of universal contempt, who
wuffer the most wanton outrages without a mur-
wmur; who endure wounds and blews without a
sigh ; whe, when the-saerifice of their life is de-
manded, ushesitatingly stretch forth their weck to
she subre. If  member of the community, thus
eruelly proscribed and abused, happen to die, his
companions bury him clandestinely during the
night, in the valley of Jehosaphat, within the
purlieus of the temple of Solemon. Enter their
habitation, and- you find them in the most squalid
misery, ectupied, for the most part,in reading a
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mysterious book to their children, with whom
igain it becomes a manyal for the instruction of
succeeding generations, What these wretched
outlaws from the justice and compassion of the
rest of mankind did in the first ages, they do still.
Six times they have witnessed the destruction of
Jerusalem, and are not yet discouraged. No-
thing can eperate to divert their looks from Zien.
We are surprised no doubt when we observe the
Jews scattered over the face of the earth; but to
experience an astonishment more lively, we have
but to seek them in Jerusalem. The legitimate
masters of Judea should be seen in their own
Jand, slaves and strangers ; they should be seen
awaiting, under the most cruel and oppressive of
all despotisms, a king who is to werk their de-
liverance. Near the temple, of which there does
not remain oné stone upon another, they still
continue to dwell ; and with the cross as it were
planted ppon their heads, and bending them to
the earth, still cling to their errors, still labour
under the same aeplomble and affecting infatua-
tion, The Persians, the Greeke, the Romans,
are ﬁvgept from the earth; and a petty tribe,
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whose origin preceded that of these great nations,
still remains unmixed among the ruins of its na-
tive land. If any thing among nations wears the
character of a miracle, that character is here legi-
bly impressed.”*

In these circumstances of deepest wretched-
ness, with no eye to pity, no lip to utter in the
accents of com[.)aasion, “ Alas! my brother!”
let the Christian church send up her strong sup-
plications, that while Israel ponders that beloved
book, and teacheth it to his children, the mystic
thaled may be removed from his eyes, and blind-

‘ness from his heart, and that he may be enabled
to behold, even in his own degradation, the last
" and mightiest link in the chain of argument and
“of prophécy, that Shiloh is come, and that Jesus
Christ, * the crucified and slain,” is the alone
deliverer ! ' :

* Chateaybriand’s Travelsin Palestine, vol. 1L p. 183,
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CHAP. XIV.

« Loese thyself from the bands of thy neck,
¢ O captive daughter of Zion I

Ttk recent journals of travelers in Palestine;
otntain little to satisfy the feelings of those who
wearch in swch records for information respecting’
the children of Israel in the land of thivir fathers ;
and’ perhaps nothing could more strongly mark
the indifference and apathy with which the Jews
are viewed by common observers, or thre low state
of their political and religious existence, than the
total silence preserved regarding them by travel-
Jers, otherwise intelligent, classie, and eommuni-
cative,—who have measured every monument and
vestige of antiquity in and around Jerusalem,—
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have traced the windings of she brook Cedron,—
the ascent to the Mount of Olives,—the site of.
the temple of Solomon,—the extent and circum~
ference of the new city, wishout once alluding te
the original masters of Judea, except perhaps as.a
nation which once existed, but of whom all trices
have since been lost.

It belonged, indeed, to' the man .of geniua to:
sketch, as we have shewn, with a pencil of fire,
the Jew in Jerusalem | and, doubtless, after such
a picture, few would be fowad hardy enough te
attempt another. The Christian missionary, how-
ever, undeterred by the fear of failure, becanse
anambitious of the glory of success, has given us
various details of the ciroamaetances and charscter
of the Hebrews scattered throughout Palestine.
And the excellent and eunthusiastic Richardson,
amid * the interesting scenes, and places of glo-
rious recollection” with which the .haly land
-abounds, has delighted us with many expressions
of fine scriptural feeling, if he has not aleo thrown
some light upon the present state of the Jews in
Judea.
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- As in this book we pretend to no higher ho-
nour than that due to a compiler, we shall endea-
vour to condense, into as small a compass as pos-
sible, the materials we have been enabled to col-
lect, for iHustrating the actual condition of the
dispersed of Israel now .in the Holy Land.

We have already related that Jerasalem was:
rebailt by Adrian, under the name of lia, and
it wow occupies the same spot as it did then,
Meount Calvary being included within the walls.
After being transformed into a Pagan city, He-
lens, the mother of Constantine, overthrew its
munuments of idolatry. and erected over the sup-
posed site of the sepuichre of Christ, a magnificens
cherch, which ineladed as many of the scenes of
our Saviour’s sufferings, as superstition and tradi~
tion could conveniently crowd into one spot.

- The emperor Julian, in the troe spirit of an
apestate,- designing to give the lie to prophecy,
assembled the Jews at Jerusalem, and endeavour-
ed in vain to rebuoild-the temple. In this attempt
he was frustrated by an earthquake and fiery
eruptions from the earth, which totally destroyed
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the work, consumed the materials which had
been collected, amd killed a great number of the
workmen.*

Jerusalem continued in the power of the east«
ern emperors till the reign of the caliph Omar,.
the third in suoccession from Mahomet, whe re-
duced it under his subjection.

The Saracens continned masters of Jerusalem
till the year 1099, when it was taken by the cru~
saders, under Godfrey of Bouillon. They found-
ed 8 new kingdom, of which Jerusalem was the
capital, and which lasted eighty-sight years, un-
" der nine kings, At last this kindgom was utterly
rained by Saladin; and though the Christians
once more got poseession of the eity, they were
again obliged to relinquish it. In 1217, the Sera«
cens were expelied by the Turks, whe have ever
since continued in possession of it.

Seventeen times has Jerusalem been taken and
pitlaged : millions of men have been slaughterad
within its walls. No other city has experiencad

* Ammianus Marcellinus and Gregory Nasianzen,
quoted in the contrayersy with Warburton,
u?2
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such a fate. This protracted and shmost super-
natural punishment announces unexampled guilt.*
The present political state of Jerusalem is per-
hups as low as it has been at 20y time while un-
der the dominion of the Turks. It has not-even
the honour of ranking as a provincial eapital, and
enjoys none of the immunities peculiar to the
other holy cities of Islamism. It is included
within the pashalic of Damascus, and je governpd
by a Matesellim, appointed from thenece. No
deference is crested by the peculiar sapctity of
the place, as is done by that of the Arabian cities
of Mecca and Medina; far while & governor of
either of these is honoured by distinguished pri-
vileges, the Mutesellim of Jernsalem rauoks only
as a imgistrate. of a proviacial town.
= The force usually kept in Jerusalem consists of
about a thousand. soldiers, includiug horse and
foot, armed and equipped in the eommen Turk-
islr fashion, and composed of Turks, Arabs, and
Albanians. - These are stated to be sufficient te
repel any attack from the armies of the country,

* Chateaubriand
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but could offer no effectual resistance to Eyro-
pean troops.*
" With regard to the present appearance of Je-
tusalem, while some have described it as full of
« glittering domes and stately palaces,” + others
have spoken of it as a cemetery in the midst of a
desert. £ Allowance, however, must be made
for the different feefings, and different preposses-
sions and prejudices of men, as well as for the
point of view from which the object is beheld.
He who describes it, therefore, more as a matter-
of-fact-man than as & man of genins, an enthusiast
or an artist, is the safest to follow, and the least
likely to mislead.

¢ Though long stripped of its ancient beauty,
it may still be ranked as a considerable city. It
appears to be in the form of a triangle, and is si-

* Buckingham’s Travels in Palestine, vol. IL

+ Clarke’s Travels in the Holy Land.
 } A la vue de ces maisons de pierres, renfermées dans
un paysage de pierres, on se demande si ce ne sont pas
14 les monumens confus d’un cimitiére au milieu d’un dé-
sett - Chateavbriand, Itinéraire de Paris d Jerusalem’
tom II.
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tuated on a rocky eminence, with steep sscents on
all sides, and at the south end of a large plain,
extending northward to Samaris, inclesed with
walls, which in some paris may be one hundred
and fifty feot in height, encompassed by s deep
valley enveloped with moustains. From s dis-
tance, it presents a most imposing sppearance 3
but, internally, ruins, wretchedness, desolstien;
narrow streets, filthy basaars, and a few relies of
sculpture, appear to be all the evidenoe of its for-
mer grandeur. It contains six gates, which are
regularly shut at sunset. To the north is the
holy sepulchre ; Mount Zion to the south; and
to the east is the place where the temple of 8olo~
mon formerly stood.”* _
With regard to the population of Jerusalem, i
is a matter of some difficulty properly to ascer«
tain it, because the inhabitants consisting of so
many different nations, sects, and parties, each
separately, desires to multiply his own particolar
proportion above that of all the others. The

* Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land, by W. R.
Wilson, p. 112.
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number of inhabitants, bowever, is generally
¢omputed at between eighteen and twenty thou-
sand. Ameng these are reckoned five thousand
Mussulmans, five thowsand Christians, and three
or four thousand Jews. Of the latter, only one
thousangd are males, and three thousand females
The Mabomedans contist of nearly equal por-
tiens of Osmanli Turks from Asia minor; de-
scendants of pure Turks by blood, but Arabians
by birth ; a mixture of Turkish and Arabian by
intermarriages, and pure Syrian Arabs. The
Christians consist of a variety of sects, of which
the Greeks are the most numerous. *

It is melancholy to reflect, that in the city of
Jerusalem, there should be found at this day only
such a proportion of Jews as in the times of So-
lemon would merely have sufficed for porters to
wait at the gates of the temple, and which is
numerically lees than the choir that David or-
dained to praise the Lord on instruments of
music ; besides a hierarchy of six thousand priests
of the house of Aaron, and twenty four thousand

* Modern Traveller, Part 1. p. 147.
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Levites, for the other services of the saactuary.®
Even in the days of Veepasian, the population of
Judea, properly so called, inclading Galilee, Pal-
estine, and Idumes, amounted to upwards of seven
millions ; and, at the siege of Jerusalem alone,
eleven hundred thousand Jews perished! How
has the malediction of Jehevah scattered and
peeled the holy nation. So early as in the thire
teenth century, when 1 Benjemia of Tudels wan~

¢ The tribe of Levi, when numbered in the wilderness,
contained twenty-two thousand males above a-month old®
and eight thousand five hundred and eighty malesbetwoan
thirty and fifty. + They were all devoted to the service
of Jehovah ; but only a single family, that of Aaron, had
the privilege of furnishing priests for the altar : the rest
«of the Levites were only the servants of the priests. In
David’s time, the number of the Levites, from twWenty
years and upwards, was thirty eight thousand ;{ that of
the priests six thousand.
Helon's Pigrimage to Jerusalem, vol. IL. p. 81,
+ Benjamin of Tudela was a Spanigh Jew who travel-
led in the thirteenth century, to agcertain the state of the

®Numb. §ii, 3% ¢ Numb, iv. 48, $1 Cheon, xxifl. 3 °
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dered over the earth to number his peopls, the
Jews were diminished to one-sixth of the amouat
of their population, previous to she dispersion.

" Though it is to the Jews alone that we would
particularly limit our observations at present, yet
the state of Christianity in the land of Zion is nus
itatlf uninteresting ; and nothing can be meoze af-
fectiag than to bebold the holy city, net only trod-
den dowa wnder foot of the' Geatile worshippers of
the imposter, but also degraded by the folly and
avarice of devotees calling themselves Christian.
Mr Jowet, in his Researches in'the: Mediterranesar
and Palestine, gives a melancholy account of the
opirit of superstition which -he witnessed in the
‘eharches of Jerusalem. And the following nar-
mition of his iaterview with Daniel, the bishop of
‘Nazareth, whom he met with in the holy city, is
touching both as it relates to ILelamism, and to
Christianity ; and few perhaps will be found able
0 peruse it, without saying, with the Greek bishop,
% How leng ? O Lord | bow long ?”

Hebrew nation in the known world. It is not, however,

certain that he visited ll the places mentioned by him.
Chaseavbriand, vol, I/.
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“ I went in the course of the afterncon to see
the bishop of Nazareth, Daniel.—He wae in-
quisitive to know of what rite my servaiit was ;
I gladly availed myself of the opportuaity of ex-
plaining to him in what light I regarded these
differences. ‘The youth, I said, is by profession
-of the Latin church, but I did not, in taking him
into my service, inquire inte that matter, but
merely desired him in the morning.and evening
“to come to us when we read the Bible, and pray
together, to which he never made the least ob-
jection, but, on the contrary, seems to be pleued
“with it. -
 The bishop was very attentive, and spoke
“little ; so that, as I feared to trespass on bis feel-
ings, the conversation was often suspended. In-
deed I thought I perceived a great dogl'oe of de-
Jecnon on his countenance.
¢ Presently it being three o’clock, our atten-
* tion was roused by the voice of the Mowedden
from one of the minarets, calling the Mahome-
dans to their usual prayers at that hour. .The
bishop monrnfully turned to me and exclaimed,
“ How long ¢"—His few and simple words quite
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sunk into my heart. I said it was truly painfal
to hear that sound.in the holy city, and that I
viewed with sincere sympathy the present ‘dis-
tresses which they suffer. ¢ Our sins !’ he slow-
1y replied, ¢ the measure of our pnnisbment is
not yet filed up!?” 1 could only assent by a mo-
tion of my head.

I then informed him tbat I was writing a
tract, in which I wished to address his natidn in
as consolatory a manner as ‘I could ; but added,
¢ it will not all be consolatory.” He plainly took
my meaning, as one who understood that it was
impossible to speak agreesbly to the truth of a
euffering nation, without saying something con-
cerning their sins. Yet I never felt more than I
-did at this interview a desire to address them with
tenderness ; and that verse in Isaiah,—Isa. 1. 4,—
was brought with fresh feeling into my memory :
¢ The Lord hath given me the tongue of the
-Jearned, that I might speak a word in season to
-him that is weary.”. How difficult to do this!
It is easy to chide with justice ; but it is a high
attainment, learned only in the school of syffer~
ing, to reprove with a merciful spirit.

b 4
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¢ To his expression, which be would ever and
anon sigh forth, ¢ How long ? Lord, hew long I’
I at length made some reply, drawn frem the in-
terpretation of prophecy. He listened with great
interest ; for on no topic is it more easy to gain
an eager ear in the east, than on that of the mys-
terious and unknown future. I limited myuself,
howerver, to genoral allasions to the period of
swelve hundred and sixty years, now spparemtly
drawing to its close; and endeavoured to exhi-
bit also some of these signs of the times, which
‘ndicate the approach of an important crisis, par-
Sicularly mrentioning the Bible Seciety, and the
system of general education. As I described the
convulsions which shake the continent of Europe,
from the west to the east, he mentioned the af-
fairs of Spain as being settled, and seemed there-
fere to infer, that no good kad resulted from that
‘movement.—I retired from- this interview with
spirits wnusually depreseed. I had felt through-
out the whole conversation that my heart was
‘drawn in oontrary directions ; on the one band,
by emotions of pity for these suffering orientals,
and, on the ether, by a view every day augment-
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ing of their sinful blindness and umchristian su-
perstitions. While humanity pleads for them,
Christian faithfulness cannot scquit them as inno=
cent.”#

While Chateaubrisnd bas drawn with unrival-
led besaty the moral pictare of the Jew.in the
gate of the daughter of Zion, we think Dr Richs
ardson’s sketch of the surrounding scanery of the
hely city, with its languishing verdure, its withe
ered pasture, and its scanty soil, is not inferion
in interest to any thing we have met with de-
scriptive of the enviroms of Jernsalem. But in
adverting, as we bave done in the beginning of
shis chapter, to the inwestigasions of sravellers in
sogard to the antiguities of Jerusalem, we must
be understood as alluding to the local antiqui«
ties of its rocks and mountains alone, for not one
stone is left wpon another of any of its stately
palaces. 8o fully bas Scripture prophecy heem
sccomplished in this respect, that Richardson,
who visited the holy city in 1818, informe us,
that the greater part of the ebjects described by

* Jowet’s Christian Researches in the Mediterranean,
Egypt, and Palestine, p. 242.



244 JERUSALEM

the Jewish historian, Josephus, and by the in-
spired writers, are so entirely demolished, that
RO name, trace, or vestige of them can be discov-
ered. “ Not an ancient tower, gate, or wall, or.
hardly even a stone remains. The foundations
are not only broken up, but every fragment of
which they were composed is swept away; and
the spectator looks upon the bare rock, with
hardly a sprinkling of earth to point out her gar~
dens of pleasare, or groves of idolatrous devotion.
And when we consider the palaces, and towers,.
sud. walls about Jerusalem, and that .the stones
of which some of them were constructed were:
thirty feet long, fifteen broad, and seven in thiek-
ness, we are not more astonished at the strength,
and skill, and perseverance by which they were
constructed, than skocked by the relentless and
brutal hostility by which they were shattered and
overthrown, and utterly removed from our sight.
A few gardens still remain on the sloping base of
Mount Zion, watered from the pool of Siloam ; the
gardens of Gethsemane sre still in & sort of ruined
cultivation ; the fences are broken down, and the
olive trees decaying, as if the hands that had
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dressed and fed them were withdrawn. The
Mount of Olives still retains a languishing ver-
dure, and nourishes a few of those trees from
which it derives its pame ; but 2ll round about
Jerusalem, the gemeral aspect is blighted and
barren ; the grass withered, the bare rock looks
through the scanty sward, and the grain itself,
Jike the starving progeny of famine, seems in
doubt whether to come to maturity or die in the
ear. The vine that was brought from Egypt, i
cut off from the midst of the land ; the vineyards
sre wasted ; the hedges are taken away, and the
graves of the ancient dead are open and tenant-
less. How is the gold become dim, and every
thing that was pleasant to the eye withdraws.
Jerusalem bas heard the voice of David and So-
lomon, of prophets and apostles; and be who
spake as never man spake, has taught in her sy-
nagogues, and in her streets. Before her legis-
‘lators, her poets, and her apostles, those of all
other countries became dumb, and cast down
their crowns as unworthy to stand in their pre-
sence. Once she was rich in every blessing, vic-
torions over all her enemies, and resting in peace,
x2
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with every man sitting under his own vine, amd
under his own fig-tree, with none to distarb or to
make him afraid. Jerusalem was the brightest
of all the cities of the east, and fortified above all
other towns; so strong that the Roman con-
queror thereof, and master of the whole world
beside, on entering the eity of David, and look-
ing on the towers which the Jewe had abandoned,
-exclaimed, ¢ Surely we have God for our assist-
ance in the war, for what could hnman hands do
against these towers}’ But the glory departed
from Israel, the day of vengeanee arrived, and the
rebellious sons of Jacob are scattered, and peeled,
and driven under every wind of heaven, without
.a nation or eountry to eall their own; unamal-
.ganrated, persecated, plundered, and reviled, like
.the ruims of a blighted tower, whose fragments
remain to show the power that smote it, and to
-call alowd to heaven and earth for repair! Itis
impossible for the christian traveller to look up-
.on Jerusalem with the same feelings with which
.he would set himself to contemplate the ruins of
. Thebes, of Athens, or of Rome, or of any other
city which the world ever saw. There is in all
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the doings of the Jews,—their virtues and their
vices, their wisdom and their folly,~-a height and
a depth, a breadth and a length, that angels can-
not fathom. Their whole history is a history of
miracles : the precepts of their sacred book are
the most profound, and the best adapted to every
sitnation in which man can be placed. They
make him moderate in prosperity,—sustain him
in adversity,—guide him iu bealth,—console him
in sickness,~—support him at the close of life,—
travel on with’ him through death,—live with him
throughout the endless ages of eternity ; and Je-
salem lends its name to the eternal mansions of
the blessed in heaven, which man is admitted to
enjoy through the atonement and righteousness of
Jesus Christ, who was born of a descendant of
Judah."#

We do not intend to enter into any details of
what are called the “ holy places” in Jerusalem,
except to quote one description of the mosque of
Omar; or to disgust the reader with an account
_of the trumpery, mummery, and absurdities, if we

" Richardson’s Travels in Egypt, Syria, &c. vol. II.
P 254, . :
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ought not rather to call them the abominations,
with which the eastern and western antichrists
have overrun the sacred territory, fndm_'thnto
bear testimony against it, both in thus expressing
our own opinien, and in quoting the jadicions
remarks of the two travellers whose worke have
already afforded us some interesting information.
Mr Jowet observes, that the “ doctrine of the
merit of pilgrimages has, for nearly fifteen hund-
red years, been a standing order of the Christians
of Jerusalem. Yet of the deep-rooted error of this
system, who are so insensible as the ecclesiastics
themselves ? Probably in reading the lamentations
—still in many points most applicable to Jerusalem
—they would appropriate this verse as depicting
their state : “ The ways of Zion de mourn, be-
cause none come to the solemn feasts.” This, in
a literal sense, is exactly the case at present.

¢ The more the circamstances of Jerusalem are
reflected upon, the more they wound the heart.
They may well be represented thus : The Latins
live by remittances from Spain, and other Roman
Catholic powers ; the Greeks and Armenians by
the contributions of the pilgrims; the Jows by




DESTROYED. 249

evllections made in all the world, and by alms
brought by devotees of their religion ; the Turk,
in the midst of them, by exacting money from all.
There is little common tratfic in the city and
neighbourhood, and very little stir or activity.
Foreign purses are the source to which they prin-
cipally look ; when these fail they pine and mar-
mur.”*

To this fact regarding tiie absence of trade,
other writers also beat witness, as the author of
Lettres Curienses et Edifiantes, who remarks,
that “ the city is without trade, and consequently
exceedingly poor. Its principal revenue consists
in the profit gained by the pilgrims,”+

And Buckingham observes, that ¢ in Jerusa-
Jem there is scarcely any trade, and but few ma-
nufactures. The only one that at all flourishes,
is that of crucifixes, chaplets, and relicts, of
which, incredible as it may seem, whole cargoes
are shipped off from Jaffa for Italy, Portugal, and
Spain.”}

~ * Jowet’s Researches, p. 245.
* 4 Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses, vol. I, p. 420.
} Buekingham’s Travels in Palestine, vol.1I. p. 6
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.

To the system of pilgrimages to holy places, as
they are called—the parade of processions—and
worshipping of images, with which the name and
profession of Christianity is dishonoured and bur.
lesqued in Jerusalem, we may add the jadicious
obeervutions of Dr Richardson, regarding the
baneful effects produced by such mummeries on
the minds both of the Jews and Turks, whoss
. sbhorrence of polytheism seems to be quite as
strong as the Protestant’s honest indignation and
hatred of beads, crosses, pictures, sad pilgrim-
ages ; and that of all places in the earth, Jerusa-
lem is net the spot where the mind is prepared
to bow to such charlatanism. - -

“ We shonld not expect to meet with any sta-
tues or carved images in Jerusalem. This is not
the home of idolatry. The worship of the Jews
bad a higher sim. And simple as the idea may
appear, it is the only country on earth where
men kept animals, and stocks, and, stones, in theis
proper place, and knew that it was a crime to ex~
alt or fashion them into the image of their Invi-
sible Creator, and fall down and worship them as
gads. In the ruins of Jerusalem, a higher fee)-



DESTROYED. 251

ing takes possession of the mind than that which
is occasioned by contemplating works of art ; and
the discovery of the finest statues, so far from
awakening pleasurable sensations in the mind of
the Christian, would, like the ugly toad in pars-
dise, only mar the holy enjoyment, and destroy
that hallowed and unbroken eonnexion which the
hesrt wishes to maintain inviolate between Israel’s
city, and Isrsel’'s God.

¢ In cities where the iahabitants know no bes-
ter than to worship the Almighty through the
groes mediom of material ebjects, the case is dif-
fevont; there the mind is pitched for relishing
works of art end humen inventien. It is their
ocelebrity that threws the mantle of classical asso-
.ciation over all the scene, and makes the amatewr
-hunt after them with a frenzied avidity. But the
Hfeeling is of a gress aad inferior deacription. It
is shat of a child to his rattle, or his whistle,
compared with the thrilling and rapturous sensa-
tions of a man of taste and genius towards the
wublime passages of Holy Writ, that pusify, refine,
‘und exalt the mind, and bring the soul into cen-
tact with its God.”* .

» Rickardson's Travels, vol. IL. p. 969,
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The Turks, who are the present masters of
Juden, entertain eentiments of the most decided
hostility to idolatry, or what they are pleased to
call the many gods of the antichristian world, the
devotees of the Greek and Latin churches in Asia
and Palestine. ¢ The Turks,” says Dr Richard-
son, “ are determined monetheists, and the unity
of Deity is continuslly in their mouths, and they
cannot endure the Christians whom they believe
to be polytheists and idolaters ; hence they will
not associate with them, lest they should be in-
fected by the contagion of their example ; and
their constant prayer is that they may be preserv-
ed from it. Their constant address te Christians
is ¢ Allah watchet—there is bat one God;' and
in looking at the pictares and images with which
the churches in the east are disgraced and profan-
ed, 1 am sorry to say they have but too mueh
reason for the aceusation. The Turks have never
seen a Christian church as it ought to be, and
they have never seen, and they know nothing of
Christianity ; hence their aversion to it, and to
Christians, and to every thing that comes from
them. There is 8 remarkable coincidence in this
respect between the Turks and the Jews. This
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wonderful and unfortunate people, believing that
all their misfortanes have arisen from their prone-
ness to idolatry and polytheism, now, in the day
of their calamity, hope for salvation and restita-
tion by constantly avowing the unity of God.
"Ached, or one (God), is the last word that a Jew
wishes his mortal lips to pronounce in the hear-
ing of his friends upon earth; and when his soul
takes its flight into the world of spirits, this is its
‘only rest and consolation, and on this he confides
for acceptance with Jehovah. Who will take the
veil off Israel’s race, and teach the Mussulman
and the Jew that there is but one Mediator be-
tween God and man, and that there is ne idola-
try or polytheism in the religion of Jesus? To
let them alone is miserable ; it is to pass by on
the other side, and leave the Samaritan to die of
‘his wounds.”*

Mr Jowet relates an interesting scene which
he witnessed at Jerusalem, at the spot called the
Place of Weeping, where the Jews, amid all the
despotism, and tyranny, and extortion of their

* Richardson's Travels, vol. I1. p. 286.
Y
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Turkish masters, are enabled to purchmse, from
their avarice, permission to moumn, aud to pray
one day in every week close upon the precincts
of the Holy of Holies. The picture he draws of
the pining away of the Jew under the bratal
treatment to which he is exposed, is truly affect-
ing; while the strong characteristics by which be
is marked of suspicion and disguise, ase the native
fmits of being himself perpetunlly suspected.
‘While we witness the degrading and demoralizing
effects of despotism npon the feslings and lines~
ments of other nations, let us give thanks to Ged
for our own civil and religious purivieges, mad
bless him for that liberty which is the most pre-
&ious boon of heaven, next to the guspel of Chriat.

JEWISH PLACE OF WEEPING.

¢ Rabbi Isaac conducted us to see an interest~
ing spet, to which the Jews frequently went on
the afternoon of Friday. It is on the outer side
of the wall of the mosque of Omar. Within the
area which surrounds the mosque, none may ea-
ter under pain of death, unless he become a Ma-
homedan ; but at 2 particular part of the outside
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of the buildings, the Jews have the permission,—
for which they pay money,—to assemble every
Friday to pray. There were only eight while we
were there; but at a later hour probably there
would be more. On other occasiens they are
namerows ; but the messures of the mew gover-
nor have thrown them into consternation, so that
they are not so forward to shew themselves. I
observed, as we passed through the Jew guarter,
snd upon many faces in most parts of Jerusalem,
& timid expression of countenance, called in Serip-
ture a pining away, with a curiosity that de-
aires to know every thing concerning a stranger;
there is at the eame time a stealing away from
the curicsity of others.* Wo stood awhile with
the worshippers at this spot, which they regard

* We re-entered the city at the Zion Gate, and turn-
ing down a little on the right, we came into the quarter
of the town inhabited by Jews. We met here a num«
ber of that nation always conversing in Hebrew. There
was an appearance of poverty, and a seeming love of
concealment in the seclusion of their humble dwellings ;
and they themselves were marked by the same peculi-
arities of dress and feature, as all the other Jews that I

had seen throughout the East.”
Buckingham’s Travels in Palestine, vol. I. p. 315,
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8s close to the place where, in ancient times, the
Shechinah was; and though the glory of the
Lord has departed, they still.venerate the place
where he once manifested his presence. Te
worship here must be the summit of their de--
sires : It seems to-be somewbhat in the spirit of
David’s vow, “In thy fear will I worship to-
ward thy holy temple.”

The mosque of Omar, with deseriptions of
which every book of travels in the holy land is
filled, stands on the site once occupied by Solo-
mon’s temple. None but Mahomedans can en-
ter it under the penalty of death. Mr Jowet
and his friends solicited permission to view it from
the roof of the governor’s house, which overlooks
the monque, the Sakkara el Aksa, and the sur-
rounding spacious area, of which the governor's
house forms one side. Permission being accord-
ed, “ We availed ourselves,” says Mr Jowet, «of
the moment, attentively to sarvey the solemn
scene before us, where once that wonder and
praise of the whole. world, Solomon’s temple,
stood. The ample area is in some parts covered
with turf, in ethers the baré reck shews itself,
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and a few scattered trees scarcely suffice to give
it the title of picturesque. The dome of the
mosque is a truly noble specimen of taste; but,
pressing too low upon the subjacent part of the
structure, it overwhelms the symmetry of the
whole. It is, in fact, best viewed at a distance,
when it is seen apart from the lower building
with which it is connected, and standing pre-emi.
nent for beauty among the buildings of the city—
a pre-eminence, however, diminished by its mourn-
fal defect in moral beauty. Here they of the
captivity in Ezra's days, ¢priests, and Levites,
and chief of the fathers, whe were ancient men,
‘that had seen the first house, wept with a loud
‘voice’ on beholding the inferiority of the second.
Here the Hebrew and the Christian may aow
also mingle their tears over the violation of the
true faith. Here are neither the holy precepts of
‘the law, nor the inviting promises of the gospel,
‘to dignify or endear the place. This splendid
edifice, surmounted with the crescent, serves only
“to exhibit to all the world this desecrated spot, as
a central monument of Divine vengeance. It
may spiritually be called an ¢abomination of de-
x2
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solation standing in the holy place, where it
ought not.’” ’

Dr Richardson, who travelled in the suite of the
Earl of Belmore, appears, from his character of
physician, to have had a ready access to the
houses of all descriptions of persons in Jerusa-
lem ; and, among ethers, he failed not to visit the
dispersed of Israel. He describes the Jews as
residiug in that part of the city, called, in Scrip-
ture, The Daughter of Zion; and though many of
them are in circumstanees of wealth and comfert,
yet the distrust they entertain of the Turkish
government, leads them frequently to put on a
greater appearance of poverty than is altogether
.hecessary. In going to visit them, he says, it
is no wncommon thing to have to mount to their
dwellings over ruius and rubbish ; but, once ad-
‘mitted, every thing appears comfortable, clean,
and well farnished, and the stranger is entertain-
_ed with coffee and tobaceo, the same as in other
-houses in Turkey. Contrary to the custom of
.oriental nations,; the women mingle in their fa-
-milies with the same ease and address as in
- European society.
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Oti paying a visit to a respectable Jew in the
holy city, it happened to be during the time of
the feast of the Passover, and he found them eat-
ing unleavened bread. ¢ Some of which,” says
he, “ was presented to me as a curiosity, and I
partook of it merely that I might bave-the grati-
fication of eating unleavened bread, with the sons
and danghters of Jacob in Jerusalem : it was very
insipid fare, and no one would eat it from choice.
For the same reason I went to the synagogue, of
which there are two in Jerasalem. They are
both poor and small, not owing to the poverty of
their possessors, but to the prudential motives
slready hinted at : yet it was delightful to mix
with them in their devotions, and to see perform-
ed before your eyes that ceremonial worship by
the descendants of that very people to whom it
was delivered by the voice of God. I should
look at the ceremonies of Pagan temples as a
matter of little more than idle curiosity, but the
ceremonies of the Jews dip into the beart. This
is the most ancient form of worship in existence ;
this is the manner in which the God of heaven
was worshipped by Abraham and his descend-
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ants, when all the other nstions were sitting in
darkness, or falling down to stocks and stones.
To the Jews were committed the oracles of God.
This is the manner in which Moses and Elias,
David and Solomon, worshipped the God of their
fathers.* This worship was instituted by God
himself, and in Jerusalem, the chosen and ap~
pointed city; and on the rock of Zion, God’s
holy hill, to eing & psalm of David, in company
with the outcast race of Judah, winds to ecstasy
the heart. The vital history of the Christian
faith passes over the memory, and you feel as if
you joined your voice with those chosen spirits
who spoke through inspiration, and told the will
of God to man. The time will come when the
descendants of his ancient people will join the
song of Moses to the song of the Lamb, and,

® This certainly was not the manner in which Ged
was worshipped by the patriarchs and their first desend-
ants, though, no doubt, a modification of it, but as-
suredly contaminated and corrupted in a very high de-
gree, even eighteen centuries before this period; yet
doubtless enough remaining, to excuse the spirit of fine
enthusiasm with which the whole of this passage is
written.
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singing hosanna to the son of David, confess his
power to save |

I never see the fine venerable sspect of a
Jew, but I feel for him as for an elder brother.
I have an affection for him that far transcends my
feeling for a Greek or for a Roman, who have
left the world bat childish rhythms and sprink-
lings of a groundless morality, compared with
that pure and lofty thought which pervades the
sacred volume. I have a desire to. converse
with him, and to know the communings of & heart
formed by the ancient word of inspiration. I
would rather pity than persecute him for refusing
the gospel. The thunders of Sinai once rung in
his ears, need we wonder that they have qnnli
deep into his heart ? The rock must be struck
before the water can gush out. The coal must
be warmed before it can be fanned into a flame.
The fort must be taken by gradual approaches.
Zacchseus must be abolished by little and little.
The Jews are a hard working and laborious peo-
ple; the world bas never been oppressed by their
poor ; the obstinacy with which they cling to
their institutions shews the stuff that is in them.
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Plundered and ewpatristed for eighteen hundred
years, they bave earned their bread from under
the feet of those to whom the writings of their
‘fathers reveal the will of heaven, and from which
we derive the souridest rules of life, and the glad-
dening hopes of a future existence. One would
say, that the son of Judsh was a gem, whom
every Christian would be anxiows to polish and
refire, by how mucl it is more blessed to give
than te receive. They bave given to all; but,
daving the buffettings of tyranny and adversity,
what have they received from the world ? The
elements of Christianity are incorperated in their
institations : when they consider and know them,
they will see that the religion of Jesus is but the
‘consumation of their own. Let us treat them
like fellow-creatures: we owe them every thing,
and they have not more of the original contamina-
tion of human nature than we oarselves.”
Though we admire the generous and liberal
-tone of feeling which pervades the above expres-
sion of the emotions of this traveller, yet we do
‘not altogether coincide with his train of reason-
-ing. 'To pity and compassionate, either the afftic-



DESTROYED. 203

sions or the arrors of the Jew, is not only s
Chrigtian’s duty, but there are none beariag that
name who could, consistently with their profes-
aion, be destitate of such sentiments. To defend
him, howerer, is altagether angther matter, and is
a gratnitous service which no Christian is called
to perform : “ Who hath beliewed our report ?
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?”
are questipns which would not have been uitered
in the languege of complaint, bad there not been
sufficiens grounds for despendency and displessure
Jiu the mind of the prophat. Neither wonld St
Paal have shook his reiment, and called heaven to
witness that he was pure fram the blnod of his
scountrymen, had not their unbelief begn 8 crime
of a far deeper dye, than that to whieh wae attach
the mere name of obstisacy. But while it is ne-
cemary thus to draw 2 line between sympathy.and
approbation, and.to guerd the yonng mind from
conceiving that the ersors of the Jew ane respect-
.able or unimportant, we follow, with the greateat .
.pleasurce, the whole of this. enterfaining traveller’s
aoconnt of his visit to the Holy Land, and shall
conclude our extmacts from it with the following
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interesting - passage, unhesitatingly joining in its
anathema on the cold heart that would not fer-
vently reiterate its closing supplications.

% The sight of & poor Jew in Jerusalem has in
it something peculiarly affecting. The heart of
this wonderful people, in whatever clime they
roam, still turns to it as the city of their pro-
mised rest. They take pleasure in her ruins,
and would lick the very dust for her sake. Je-
rusalem is the centre around which the exiled
sons of Judah build, in airy dreams, the mansions
of their future greatness. In whatever part of
the world he may live, the heart’s desire of a Jew,
when gathered to his fathers, is to be buried in
Jerusalem. Thither they return from Spain and
Portugal, from Egypt and Barbary, and other
countries among which they have been scattered ;
and when, after all their longings, and all their
struggles up the steeps of life, we see them poor,
and blind, and naked in the streets of their once
happy Zion, he must have a cold heart who can
remain untonched by their sufferings, without
uttering a prayer that the light of a reconciled
countenance would shine on the darkness of Ju-
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dah, and the day star of Bethlehem arise in their
hearts.”

Every thing within and. around the sacred pre-
cincts of this once holy city, demonstrate the
truth of Divine revelation; and the “testimony
borne to the prescience and faithfulness of Jeho-
vah, is as stiiking and indubitable in the present
state of the city, as it was in the days of the fa«
thers; manifested, no doubt, in the language of a
series of dispensations of a character infinitely op-
posed to that of former times, but equally the do=
ings of the Lord. For if * Jerusalem be trodden
down of the Gentiles,” it is not less the work of
she God of Judgment, thanits former manifesta-
tions of his operations in Providence were the
doings of the God.of Mercy.

The Jew loving his aatize land from the begin-
ning, seems to love it also o the end ; and when at
1ast despairing of the restoration of his people to
the favour of God in time, he hastens to meet it
at the moment of the resurrection ; and .that he
may be near to that spot of earth on which the
long.desired Deliverer shall first place his sacred
feet, he desires to be huried as close to the ves-

z
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tiges of the temple, as the tyranny of the Turks
will permit him to repose.

¢ The Jews have their burying-ground on the
north side of the valley of Jehoshaphat, over
against where the temple anciently stood. It is
the idea of many, that the scene of the day of
judgment will here take place, according to a
well known interpretation of Joel iii. 11—17,
¢ Assemble yourselves and eome, &c.—Let the
heathen be awakened, and come up to the
valley of Jehoshaphat; for there will I sit to
Judge on all the heathen round abowt. Put ye in
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe,’ &c. &e. And
these children of Abraham seem to have chosen
this spot for the repose of their mortal remains, to
be ready to rise at the voice of the Judge,
and receive the favour promised to their peaple.
The scenery on this side of Jerusalem is poculiar~
ly bold, and well suited to inspire feelings of su~
blimity and awe.”

We shall here cite one or two more authors
who give testimony to the same feelings regard-
ing the love of the Jews for being buried in the
Holy Laad :—
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“ We quitted this spot,” says Buckingham,
¢ to return to the town, and in our way by the
bath,”—the hot baths of Tiberias,—* we saw &
party of Jewish women just coming out from the
female apartment. Their conversation was in
German ; and, on inquiry, they said that they haid
come with their husbands from Vienna to end
their days in the land of theiy fathers. A little
after we met a Jewish funersl, attended by
party of about fifty persons, all males. A group
of balf a dozen walked before, but without any
apparent regard to order ; and all eeemed engaged
in singing indistinctly hymns, .or prayers,. or lam.
entations, for they might have been either, as far
as we could distinguish by the tone and the man.
ner of their utterance. The .corpse :followed,
wrepped in linen, without a coffin, and slung on
cords, between two poles borne on men’s shoul-
ders, with its feet foremost. A funeral service
was said over it at the grave, and it was sunk iny
to its mother earth in pesce.”*

Barckbardt, in his Travels in Syria, mentions,

* Buckingham’s Travels in Palestine, vol. IL p. 371,
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finding & number of Jews at the same place, Tibe-
rias, animated with the same feelings, many of
Polish origin : the rest from Spain, Barbary, and
different parts of Syria. A few of them, he says,
find their way back to their native: country, but
the greater number remain; and look forward to
the inestimable advantage of having thieir bones
laid in the Holy Land.. The cemetery of the
Jews of Tiberias is on the declivity of the mouns
tain, about half an hour’s walk from the towny
where the tombs of their msbst renowned persons
are visited, much in the same manner as are the
sepulchres of Mussulman saints. I was informed
that a great Rabbi- lay buried there, with four~
teen: thousand of-his-scholars around him.*
Sandys, who began his travels in 1610, relates;
that the Jews in' Constantinople, at that time;
had the same veneration for the Holy Land as a
place of sepulture, which medem-travellers affirm
. of them at the present day. He says of themy
that even after they have been buried there, they
wait till the flesh is consumed, then dig up the

* Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, by the late
J. L. Burckhardt, quarto, p. 328.
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bones of those that are of their families ; whereof
whole boat-falls not.seldome do arrive at Joppa,
to be conveyed and again interred at Jerusalem 3
imagining, that it doth adde delight unto the soules
that did owe them, and that they shall have a
quicker dispatch in the general judgment.”*
Befare taking leave of Mr Jowet's notices
eoncerning Jerusalem, we may congratulate oar-
selves on the existence of a true church there, at
least on one Sabbath, bowever few and scanty
were the worshippers. Compared to the loud
hosannabs of the many thousands of Israel whe
once worshipped under the “deep profound” of
ite blue sky, how feeble the lispings of their
praise ; yet that Jesus Christ was with them, no
more admits of a doubt, than that, ¢ wherever
two or three are gathered together in my name [
am in the midst of them to bless them,” admits
of any other interpretation than the gracious,
though invisible presence of God in the assemblies
of the faithful. .
Sunday, Dwemba' 14, 1828.— In the morn
* Relation of a Journey, begun A. D. 1610, to Egypt

and the Holy Land, by George Sandys, quarto, p. 14@
z2
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ing,” says Mr Jowet, “ Mr Fisk, Mr Lewis,
Pappas Ysa Petros, and myself, united in divine
service i Italian. This is my last Sabbath in
the holy citp——On this very spot did David
once delight in these Sabbatic hours | But what
would he think, were his spirit to descend from
its eternal rest, to see his stronghold of Zion dis-
mantled, and his brethren, for whose peace he
prayed, broken in pieces by the oppressor 7 Were
Solomon again te walk this earth, and view his
unrivalled .temple sapplanted by the mosque of
Omar; or could Isaish know that his evangelical
raptures are still unrevealed to multitudes on his
holy hill of Zion, and that the watchmen who
should have kept their stand day and night wpon
the walls of Jerusalem have loag since held their
peaee, and sunk into almost Pagan stuper; or
could the first Apostles look round and ask in
this place, Who are they that bave kept the faith ?
what would be the emotiens of their re-embodied
spirits! We, so greatly their inferiors,—not so
devout, nor fervent, nor conversant with divine
mysteries as they,—yet feel amazed, and utterly
cast down when we contemplate so many visible
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marks of departed glory. If, however, the work
now beginning herg be--as we would humbly
trust it is—right in principle, and the workmen
right in heart, we must not despise the day of
small things. Two ministers of the Church of
England, one a missionary to the Jews, and ano-
ther to the Gentiles, and a minister from the dis-
tant shores of the New World, wniting i prayer
with a native minister of the gospel in Jerusalem,
form but a small assembly, yet such a congrega-
tion as I once never thought to see. May our
prayers for an increase of labourers be heard, and
accepted by the Lord of the Sabbath.”*

The Jew in his native land,—if indeed Israel
may be said to have a land,—is the same at this

* The above circumstance recalls the conversation of
Wolff with the Samaritan Jew, Israel, Secrivano, to a
Turkish merchant at Jaffa. ¢ The Lord does not con-
sider the number,” said Israel; *“he considers those
who love him, and keep his commandments.”” And
again, «“ We know that when nations from afar shall
come to inquire into our state, the time will not be far
off,—the time of the redemption,—the time of the arri-
val of the Messiah!” The Lord multiply these happy
signs of the times.—Scottish Missionary Register,
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day on the shores of the lake of Gennesaret, as the
children of the captivity were in the land of the As-
syrian, and on thebanks of the Eupbrates. The mis-
sionaries, as the guests of Rafaele Picciotto, a Jew:
in Tiberias, were permitted to witneas the scena
of his honsehold performing their evening prayers,
¢ About thirty persons,” says Mr Jowet, “came
into the court, and united in repeating the servics,
in conducting which, Rabbi Samuel was the chief
leader. It was affecting at one part to see them
turning their faces towards Jerusalem, bowing
and lifting up their voices in fervent petitions.
In reminded us of Daniel's supplications when in
Babylon, who had his window open towards Je-
rusalem, and kneeled upon his knees three times
a-day and prayed.” (Dan. vi. 10.)

This same Jew, happy doubtless in the tolera-
tion which permitted him to worship even with
his face towards Jerusalem, seems to have been
equally satisfied, nay, even to have exulted in the
petty and contemptible political immunities which
he also enjoyed from the protection of the Turk.
For having been formerly Consul at Aleppo, he
had procured, on his retirement to Tiberiss, &
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Firman from the Porte, which he exhibited to
these strangers, from the land of freedom, with &
degree of triumph that only excited their com-
passion. This Firman, which was intended to
guarantee his safety, and that of his family, in
Palestine, and secare for him the protection of
thie several authorities undet the Grand Seignior,
he displayed before the eyés of his English guests;
sdying, while he kindled with a degree of anima-
tion, which proved that the feebleness of age hatt
not extinguished the love of life, ¢ I wish you could
read Turkish, that you' might understand my Fir-
man; it is so strong, it cuts like asword.” We could
not,” adds Mr Jowet, “but feél compassion for
the man, who, living in this land of wrongs; elings
to such a document as his sole security against
extortions, oppressions, insults, and violence,
which would otherwise be heaped upon him by
every Turkish inferior wherever he might be:
They who breathe the air of liberty, and walk
erect in open day, and at night retire to a home,
whick- however humble its dimensions, yet the
common parlange of their country denominates *
their CAsTLB,~such persons can ill comprehend
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how, or why it is, that in Turkey the sole guar-
antee aguinst the moet unmerited imprisonments
and exactions, is a piece of parchment sealed with
the signet of the Grand Seignior! Yet thus it
s

We may add to this account of the political
degradation of the Jew in his native land, the
following anecdote which was related to Mr
Jowet at Safet: “ In the evening some of the
Jews called upon us; one of them complained
most bitterly of the treatment which he had re.
ceived at the last festival of Succoth; he had
brought it indeed upon himeelf by having gone te
some excees in wine. A Turk laid to his charge
the crime of blaspheming the Mahomedan reli~
gion, when, without further witness or investiga-
tion, the governor ordered him to be punished ¢
and he swallowed, to uee his own expression, five
hundred stripes of the bastinado. ¢ Ho mangiato
cingue cento bastonate.’ "™
" The following instance may be given as ano-
ther specimen of the indignity to which this poor

L3

* Ho mangiato.—Literally, 1 have eaten.
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persecuted people are exposed, in the land over
which they once reigned in peace even from Dan
unto Beersheba: ‘I'ravelling from Nazareth,” says
Buckingham, “ we met a party of Jews on asses
coming from Tiberias, to the great public market
at Sook-el-Khan, who conceiving me, from my
Turkish dress and white turban, to be a Maho-
medan, they all dismounted, and passed by us on
foot. These persecuted people are held in sach
epprobrium here, that it is forbidden them to pass
& Mussulman mounted, while Christians are suf-
fered to do se either on mules or asees.”*

These evils arc not of ame or two years’
standing : Sandys, who visited Palestine two
hundred years before, in ennmerating the popu-
Jation of the Holy Land, after remarking that it is
for the most part inhabited by Moors and Arabi-
sus, those possessing the vallies, and these the
mountains, says, “ Turkes there be few, but many
Greeks,. with other Christians of all sects and
nations. Here be also some Jewes, yet inherit
they no part of the land, but in their owne coun-

¢ Buckingham's Travels, vol. II. p. 322.
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trie do live as aliens. A people scattered
throughout the whole world, and hated by those
amongst whom they live ; subject to all wrongs
and contumelies, which they support with an in-
vincible patience. Many of them have I seen
abused, some of them beaten, yet never saw I
them with an angry countenance.”*

Having collected, for the informatien of our
young readers, the most interesting notices re-
specting the descendants of Abraham, which we
have found in the works of French and English
travellers, the English missionary, and the Scot-
tish physician,—for we conclude Dr Richardson is
our own countryman, from the intimate know-
Jedge he discovers of his Bible, an accomplishment
common, we hope to all Christians, but pecaliar-
ly characteristic of laymen from the north of the
Tweed,—we now proceed to describe the feelings
of a converted Jew in the land of his fathers, and
fervently pray that many such may ran to and fro
in the earth, and increase knowledge among their
brethren, until there shall no longer be occasion

* Sandy’s Relation of a Journey, &c. p. 146.
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to say, KNow THE LoRrb, for all shall know him
from the Jeast unto the greatest.
. To shew the state of feeling in the heart of
this converted man, who seems to be an Israelite
indeed, we shall give one or two extracts from
his journal expressive of his Christian experience,
and his desires to be confirmed in the faith.

¢ O that the Lord may have mercy upon me,
and call unto me with the power of his Holy
Spirit, Joseph, my son; Joseph, myson! Lord
belp me, I beseech thee | Lord help me with the
light of thy countenance! O that I may be-
come a Jew truly converted unto thee, like thy
servant Paul! Ont of the depth, O Lord, I call
unto thee !—I have heard with mine ears, my
fathers have told, what works thou didss jn their
days in the times of old! Thou art my king, O
God! command deliverance for Jacob, and for
myself |

“ Thy law is so heautiful,—thy word, thy co-
venans is 80 beautiful,—make with me that new
covenant, not according to the covenant that thon
madest with my fathers in the day that thou took-
est them by the hand to bring them out of the

Aa
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land of Egypt, but let this be thy covenant with
me, put thy law in my inward parts, and write it
in my heart, and be my God, O Saviour! and let
me be thy son, that I may have my delight in
thee day and night !”

This Christian Hebrew, if we may so speak,
is a native of Bavaria, who, being converted from
Judaism, has devoted himself to the sacred la-
bours of a missionary among his Jewish brethren,
He bas been twice in Egypt, and twice in Jeru-
salem ; from thence he visited the Jews at Bag-
dad, where the prince of the captivity still re-
sides; and now he is in Bossorah in Persia. He
appears to be the Henry Martyn of the Jews,—
fired with the same spirit,—animated by the same
passionate devotion to the same sacred cause, and
possessed of the same indomitable courage and
superhuan energy. ¢ A man who, at Rome,
calls the pope ¢ the dust of the earth,’ and tells
the Jews at Jerusslem that ¢ the Gemara is a
lie,'—~who passes his days in dispatation, and his
nights in digging the Talmud,—who makes or
finds a friend alike in the persecutor of his former
or preseat faith,—who can cenciliate a pache, or
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confute a patriarch,—who travels without a guide,
speaks without an interpreter,—can live without
food, and pay without money,—forgiving all the
insults he meets with, and forgetting all the flat-
tery he receives,—who knows little of worldly
conduct, and yet accommodates himself to all
men, without giving offence to uiy ;—such a man,
aud such and more is Wolff,”*—may he not be
considered as raised up by divine Providence for
purposes not only of eminent service, but of emi-
nent usefulness to the Jewish nation ?

« By this man " adds Mr Way, “ whom ne
schoo] hath taught, whom no college could hold,
is the way of the Judean wilderness preparing ;
thus is Providence shewing the nothingness of
the wisdom of the wise, and bringing to nought
the understanding of the prudent.”

Mr Wolff having arrived at Jerusalem as ad
agent of the Jews' Society in London, had fre-
quent interviews there with his brethren according
to the flesh. Bitting at dinner one day with some

Eaglish gentlemen who were his visitors, Rabbi

* Letter of the Rev. Lewis Way, from Palestine.
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Mose Locot, one of the divines of the Talmudis§
Jews at Jerusalem, a Pharisee, entered the room,
and after some conversation, Wolff asked him if
he had read the Law of Moses and the Prophets?
The Rabbi answered, * Yes; the name of the
Lord be blessed for it.” After reading the pro-
phet Jeremiah together, they conversed about
the present state of Jerusalem ; Mose observed,
¢ Jerusalem is a holy city, it has been once the
residence of the Holy One, blessed be he ; but
Jeremiah has given a true picture of its present
state.”—Wolff interrupted him, and said, *“ How
deth the city sit solitary that was fall of people ?”
~—Mose interrupted him with tears, and said,
« How is she become a widow !”

" Wolff rejoined, “ She' that was great smong
the nations, and princess among the provinces,
how is she become tributary 1”

The Rabbi, weeping, exclaimed, “ Judah is
gone into captivity because of affliction : the ways
of Zion do mourn: O Lord, though oar iniquities
testify against us, de thou it for thy name’s sake ;
for our backslidings are many, we have sinned
against thee !”
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I turned to my guests, says Wolff, and said,
¢ Friends, witness the tears of this Jew on ace
count of the destruction of Jerusalem.”

Afser praying with sn Armenian priest, Wolff

exclaims, ““ O that I could so kneel down to pray-
er with one of my brethren according to the flesh,
sad pray with him to that Saviour who wept for
that very city where 1 am now—who wept for
Jerusalem "

Mr Wolff was vebemeatly solicited by some
of the Jews at Jerusalem to return to Judaiem,

and bum the New Testament,—to let his beard

grow,—not to eat swine’s flesh,—and to marry a
Jewess. In the spirit of Paul he replied, “ Dear
friends, you know that I love the Jews, but I am
sow alone with yon, and no Christian does hear
ns, I declare, even before you, that I believe Jesns
of Nazareth is the trwe Meoasiah ! I may accom~
modate myself to you in meny things, just as St.
Penl and Peter did. I am willing to let my
beard grow,—to wash my hands before I eat,—
yes, even to perform all thoee prayers of the Jows
which are agreeing with Moses and the Prophets,
- Aa?
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but I must always tell you, that I do not believe
I shall be justified before God for performing
_certain prayers, nor by washing my hands, but by
faith in the Messiah, who is Jesus of Nazareth :
upon him we must look whom we have pierced,
and mourn,~—¢ And he believed in the Lord, and
he counted it to him for righteousness.’ I be-
lieve in Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour.”
Bathsheba, the wife of Rabbi Solomon, ssid,
she would give him the books of the Rabbies to
read, and he wounld be convinced. He replied,
that he would read them with pleasure, so far as
they are agreed with Moses and the Prephets ;
but added, ¢ Christ Jesus is too deeply in my
heart, no book can take him out of me. Read
the New Testament, which I will give you, and
you will be persuaded that Christ has commanded
us to do nothing against the Prophets.”
Afterwards they went to dinner, and Mr Wolff
willing, like St. Paal, to be all things to all men,
consented to wash his hands before eating; but
when asked to perform the prayer that acesmpe-
nied that ceremony, he declined doing it, saying,
I cannot recite that prayer, for the Lord has mot
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given us that commandment, it is neither to be
found in Moses, nor in the Prophets.”

On being asked to perform the prayer common
at the breaking of bread, he did so, saying, with
a loud voice, “ Blessed be thou, O Lord, our
God, King of the worlds, who hast brought forth
the bread from the earth.” )

When dinner .was over, he begged permission
to teach them a prayer which he often said at
home; uwpon which he repeated, in Hebrew,
¢ Our Father, which art in heaven ; hallowed be
thy name,” &ec. All the Jews present, exclaim-
ed, « Exceedingly fine ! exceedingly beautiful !”
But when teld it was taken from the New Tes-
tament, they were silent.

Being reproached and upbraided on account of
his renouncing Judaism, he meekly replied, « I
have not renounced Moses and the Prophets, but
the tradition of the elders only; I believe in the
.Messiah of Israel, in Jesus of Nazareth {”

Oh | that many of -the children of Israel were
thus converted, then would “ten men out of all
languages of the nations take hold of him that is
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a Jew, saying, We will go with you ; for we have
heard that God is with yon.” Zech. viii. £3.

It remains now to say a few words in regard
to divine prophecy and ite fulfilment, in the per.
son of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
as well as to point out a few promises, from the
many thousands that might be produeed, to shew
that the Jews are still « beloved for the father's
sake,” and that there is laid up for their nation and
people, even in this world, such glorious things s
cannot enter into the heart of man to conceive.

The first prophecy that might be prodaced
here, has already been hinted at in the intredme-
tien to this volume, viz. that delivered by Jacob
when he blessed his children srownd him, “ The
sceptre shall not depart from Judeh, ner a law-
giver from betweenm his feet, until Shiloh-come,
sod unto him shall the gathering of the people
be.” . Shiloh is by the Joews themeelves scknew~
ledged to be the Meesiah ; and in their targume,
—~books of grest.authority among the Jows,—
Ben Usziel renders this passage, « Until the time
wherein the King Messiah shall come ;" —and
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Onkelos,  Until the Messiah aball come, whose
is the kingdom ;” and in the targum of Jerusa.
lem it is thus explained, * Kings shall not cease
from the house of Judah, nor doctors that teach
the law to his children’s children, until the time
that the King. Messiah do come, whose the king-
dom is; and all the nations of the earth shall be
-subject to him.”*

That the sceptre and lawgiver are both depart-
ed from Judah, we have sufficiently proved in the
melancholy history already related, both by Jose-
phus the Jew, and by the various citations we have
made from different authors in the course of our
concluding chapters. To say more on this head
would therefere be superfluous, unless it were to
augment the strength of the argument, by bring-
ing in the testimony of the Jewish rabbins them-
selves, to set their own seal to this truth. Kim-
chi, on Hosea, thus remarks, ¢ These are the
days of ecaptivity wherein we have neither king

" ® 8ee « Two Letters from a Merchant in London fo
his Friend in Amsterdam,” whose train of argument is
followed in these observations.
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nor priest of Israel, but we are in the power o
the Gentiles, and under the power of their kings
and princes.” And Abarbenel, on Isaiah, ob-
serves, “ That it is a great part of their misery inm
their captivity, that they have neither kingdom,
nor rule, nor sceptre of judgment :"* which ac-
knowledgment is equivalent to declaring, that the
sceptre has departed from Judab, and that no
lawgiver now rules in Israel.

The next proof which might be produced from
prophecy, is that regarding the states of the second
temple : « Who is left among you that saw this
house in her first glory ? and how do yeu see it
now? Is it not in your eyes in comparison of
it as nothing ?” Yet again thegpame prophet ex-
claims, ¢ The glory of this latter house shall be
greater than of the former, saith the Lord of
hoets: and in this place will I give peace, saith
the Lord of hosts.” To this very temple another
of the prophets deelares, Messish should eeme
suddenly ; and surely by his personal and visible
presence alone was it made to transcend the glory

¢ Ibid, p. 84.
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of the first. It has indeed been argued that He-
rod the Great magnificently adorned the temple,
long posterior to the time of Haggai's declaration ;
but all the wealth of Herod would not have suf-
ficed to bave maintained the very men who were
employed by Solomon in putting together the
materials which David, his father, had cellected
for the building of the first.* Where then would
he have found the iron in abundance,—the brass
in abundance without weight,—the cedar trees in
abundance ?—the hundred thousand talents of gold
—the thousand thousand talents of silver ?—the
timber, and the stone ? For ¢ of the gold, the
silver, and the brass, and the iron,” saith David,
¢ there is no numbar, and theu mayest add there~
to, for the house that is to be builded for the
Lord must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and
of glory throughout all countries.”{ How could
the second house approach the splendour of the
first, or where was there ever on earth any thing
to compare with this superb and unrivalled edi-

* The number of workmen employed by Selomon,
exceeded three hundred and thirty thousand.
+ 1 Chron. chap. 22.
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fice? The glory of the second temple therefore
could be superior to that of the first, only by the
manifested glory of Him who was *¢ greater than
the temple:” and if he came not to that temple,
he cometh not at all; for, according to his own
prediction, as we have already demonstrated,
“ not one stone of it is left upon another.”

The next proof is that of the lineage and de-
scent of Christ, as traced by the prophets from
Abraham to the tribe of Judah, and from the
tribe of Judah specifically to the house of David.
This also was accomplished in the birth of Mes-
siah, as is proved at length by the Evangelists,
both as regards Mary and Joseph. But if the
unbelieving Jew will still be faithless and unwill-
ing to lend his ear and his heart to this assertion,
how will he now ascertain the genealogy of any
prince, who mmy arise for bis deliverance, seeing
that all ability to recognize him by this prediction
is utterly and irremediably lost since their disper-
sion ¥

¢ In Wolff’s interview with the high priest at Bag-

dad, where the Prince of the captivity was present, the
following conversation took place:——
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‘We need hardly pause upon those two other
scriptures, “ the seed of the woman,” and the
“ virgin's son ;” both were fulfilled in the birth of
the holy child Jesus,—while the place of his na-
tivity was not more distinctly marked out by
the prophet Micah, than it was authenticated by
the Jewish records, and by the archives of the
Roman empire.

1 see, said Wolff, that you have here a worthy prince
of the captivity. To which the high priest replied, We
must have some prince, for it is written, ¢ The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between
his feet until Shiloh come.” As the prince of the cap-
tivity was present, delicacy on my part was necessary,
says Wolff, [ therefore confined myself to the three fol-
lowing questions, and after they had been answered un-
satisfactorily, I turned the conversation to another
subject.

Has the prince of the captivity, in whose company I
bave the honour to be, royal power ?

May he enact laws ?

1s he of the tribe of Judah?

No, said the high priest, he has no royal power, heis
a prince of the captivity ; he has however a little, little, -
little power ; he cannot enact laws, and we do not know
our tribes.— Wolffs Journal.~ Scottish Miss. Reg. vol. V1.

Bb
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We might go on to prove that Jesus of Nagar-
eth was the Messiah by his threefold offices,
nawely, that he was a king, though his kingdom
was spiritual, and “ not of this world;” that be
was “ a prophet like unto Moaes,” but as much
cxcelled the type in this respect, as, in all other
things, he bath the pre-eminence; for he reveal-
ed the mind and will of God, in revesling the
mystery of the Mosaical ordinances and institu-
tions, shewing the nature, use, and end of all that
was hidden even from the eyes and understand-
ings of the Jewish nation, though they had heen
familiar with the letter and ceremonial of their
ritual worship for many ages. And if we speak
of him as a priest, * he offered up himself to
God and the Father, a sacrifice of a sweet emell-
ing savour; by which offering he hath perfected
for ever them that are sanctified, and mede re-
conciliation for their sins. He, by kis own blood,
—of which the blood of bulls and goats were but
the types,—is entered into the holy place, that is,

into heaven itself, where he appears in the pre-
" sence of God for us.”
The sufferings and humiliation of our blessed
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Lord—no less clearly predicted, than the glory of
bis person—bave likewise all been fulfilled in
Jesus of Nazareth ; and if our beloved elder bro-
ther would but ponder the writings of the Evan-
gelists, as he reads Moses and the Prophets, he
would discover that all which is written therein
bes been accomplished in our Messiah. Betray-
od by his friend,—forsaken of all,—sold for thirty
pieces of silver,—exposed to shame and buffet.
tings,—cut off, bat not for himself,—lifted ap up-
on the cross, even as Moses lified up the eerpent
in the wilderness, and for the healing of the na-
tions,—his garments parted among the Gentile
soldiers, who pierced his bands and his feet,—
despised and rejected of men,—forsaken of God !
Is not this the Christ, the Son of the blessed ? or
if one proof more be wanting, is it not found in
the unbelief of the Jews: ¢ Who hath believed
our repert ?"

From these ample testimonies of the identity
of Jesus of Nazareth with the Messiah of the
Bcriptures, we might proceed to his resurrection
and exaltation ; but, “if they believe not Moses
and the prophets, neither will they believe though
one rose from the dead.”
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With regard to the blessings which remain in
store for the Jews, they seem to be, like the first
promise to Abraham respecting his posterity,
‘30 many as the stars of the sky in multitude,
and as the sand which is by the sea shore innu-
merable.” (Heb. xi. 12.) Though scattered,
cast out, dispersed, and persacuted, they will yet
be sought out, and not forsaken. And, however
commentators may differ in their interpretation
of the manner in which they will be brought in
again,—whether by a national and miracalous
conversion, similar to their Exodus from Egypt,
—or whether by the instrumentality of the writ-
ten word, diffused throughout the world with a
rapidity hitherto unexsmpled, through the me-
dium of innumerable langusges, resembling the
preaching of the apostles on the day of Pente-
coat,—-oi' whether, by the destruction of their
enemies, and the enemies of the church of Christ,
in the great day of God Almighty at Armaged-
don,* Rev. xvi. 14, 16,~—all seem to be of opi-
nion that they will be restored to the land of their
fathers, and that every impediment will be re-

. Cunni.ngbune on the Apocalypse.
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moved to make way for those kings of the east to
repossess their own territory in Judea. To prove
this, a few quotations shall suffice :—* In that
day will I make the governors of Judah like a
bearth of fire among the wood, aud like a torch
of fire in & sheaf; and they shall devour all the
people round about, on the right hand, and on
the left : and Jerusalem shall be inhabited again
in her own place, even in Jerusalem. The Lord
also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the
glory of the house of David, and the glery of the
inhabitants of Jerusalom, do not meguify them-
sedves against Judsh. In that day shall the Lord
defend the inbabitants of Jerusalem : and he thet
is feeble among them at that day shall be as De-~
wid ; and the house of David shall be as God, as
the angel of the Lord before them.” Zech. xii.
6—8.

¢ These verses confirm the supposition that
the grand socomplishment of this prophecy is yet
future, and that it relates to the times when the
Jews shall be converted and restored to their own
land. Then their governors will be like a fire

upon a hearth, thet kindles the wood laid upon
Bb2
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it ;-or like a torch put into a sheaf, as they will
consume all those who oppose their re-establish-
ment in their own land. And Jerusalem will be
rebuilt in its ancient situation, to be their habita-
. tion or capital city. At the time predicted, the
Lord will save the tents of Judah first. The con-
version of the nation will begin among the more
obscure Jews, and not among their leaders, who
occupy the rank of the house of David, that these
may not glory over their inferiors, as if the change
had been effected by their power, sagacity, or
inflaence, or assume any improper ascendancy
over them; or inferior persons, from whom less
is expected, will be first honoured, as instruments
of their deliverance and victories. At the same
time, even the feeblest will resemble Pavid in
courage, faith, and grace, and be as eminent in
every thing good, as that man after God's own
heart had been : whilst the house of David, or
their most eminent persons, will be as God, even
as the angel of the Lord, or Christ, to go before
them and set them an example.”*

* Scott on Zechariah.
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The same commentator, on Jeremiah xxxi. 7,
and some other passages in the same eminently
beautifal chapter, repeats the expression, ¢ their
own land,” more than once; and it is not less
delightful to a Christian to bring forward such
good news, than it must be to a Jew to hear
them.

“ For thus saith the Lord, sing with gladness
for Jacob, and shout among the chief of the na-
tions : publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lord,
save thy people, the remnant of Israel !”

¢ The most powerful, renowned, and civilized
nations on earth at this day, professing Christia-
nity, praising God for bis mercies to his ancient
people, and praying for the conversion and sal-
vation of the Jews, forms a striking accomplish-
ment of this prophecy : But the re-establishment
of Judah and Israel in their own land are espe-
cially foretold.” And on the eighth and ninth
verses of the same chapter, “ There is abundant
reason to conclude, that they predict a fature ga~
thering of the Israelites to Christ, and into their
own land, from all the quarters of the globe.”
And, again, his notes on the fifteenth, sixteenth,
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and eeventeenth verses of the same chapter, the
following besutifal explication is given of Rachel
weeping for her children, in addition to the usnal
comments on the words, as they stand connected
with Herod's murder of the innocents.

¢ The sepulchre of Rachel was between Rae
mah and Bethlehem ; and she-is here poetically
introduced as rising from ber grave, looking
around, seeing none of her offspring, and incon-
solable in her sorrow, supposing them atterly exs
tirpated. The Lord here addresses her, and calls
on her to refrain from weeping ; for her sorrow
and labour, in bearing sud bringing up her children,
should not be loet ; as those who were left and
scattered among their enemies weuld come again
to their awn land.*

And, again, on Ezekiel, xxxvii. 25,— And
they shall dwell in the land that I have given un.
$0 Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have
dwelt ; and they shall dwell therein, even they
and their children, and their children’s children
for ever; and my servamt David shell be their
priace for ever.”

* Scelt on Jevemish xxxi.
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¢ This cannot possibly be interpreted of any
events that took place before the coming of
Christ ; and after his coming the Jews were soon
driven from their own land, and have never re-
gained possession of it. Yet the language is so
expressive, that it seems plainly to mean, that the
Jews should dwell in Canaan under the rule of
Christ, from the time intended, through all gene-
rations, to the end of the world.”

And of the prophecies in the thirty-eighth and
thirty-ninth of Ezekiel, the following explication
is given by Lowth :—¢ The prophecy contained
in these chapters, without question, relates to the
latter ages of the world, when the whole house of
Israel shall return into dieir own land. Magog
was the son of Japheth, from whence the Scythi-
ans are generally supposed to be derived. The
Mogul Tartars are still called so. By Gog and
Magog may most probably here be meant the
Turks. The land of Canaan has been for several
years in the possession of the Turks. The peo-
ple here called Gog, and their allies, will attempt
to recover it again out of the hand of the Jews.
This may probably occasion the war and victory
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here spoken of. The Septusgint takeés the word
Rosh, commonly tranclated chief, for a preper
name; 80 they render the sentence thus: * The
prince of Rosh, Meshoch and Tubel’ Rosh,
taken as a proper name, signifies those inhabit-
ants of Scythia, from whence the Russians derive
their name and original.”*

And on Amos ix. 14 and 15, the same expee-
tation of the restoration of the Jews to their own
land is expressed by Lowth, Newceme, Scott,
&c. * Theee verses sught to be understood of
the bappy state of the millenium, which may be
supposed to begin after the Jews are restored to
thesr vountry.”"+ _

¢ This part of the propbecy will receive its
completion, on the fature restoration of the Jews
to their land,"$

¢ This cannot be interpreted of the return of
the Jews from the Babylonish captivity, for they
were afierwards driven out of -their land by the
Romans, and continue excluded from it to this
day: So that the future conversion of the Jews,

* Lowth. + Ibid. } Bishop Newcome.

o
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and their restoration to fAcir owm land, and the
security and felicity of the church in times to
come, must be here predictad.”*

¢ Since this prediction was delivered, (Matt.
xvi. 28.) the Jews bhave been led away captive
by the Romase, and to this present hour continne
dispersed over the face of the whole earth, Je-
rusalem bes never ceased to be trodden down of
the Gentiles ; being suceemively occupied by the
Romans, the Persians, the Saracens, the Turks
of the Seljuecian race, the Egyptian caliphs, the
Latin Christisns, the Egyptian caliphs a second
time, the Mamelukes, and the Turks of the Ot-
toman race. These last are its present masters.
But when the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled,
when the 1260 years shall have expired, it will
begin to be delivered out of their hands, and
oeese to be trodden down ; and at length after all
the political changes which it has witnessed, it
will once mors revert to its ancient passessors,
the children of Judak. Thus are the Jews them.
selves, through the whole period both of their

* Scott.
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dispersion and restoration, a standing evidence of
the divine mission of Him whom they refuse to
acknowledge as the promised Messigh.”*

But the accomplishment of prophecy is a sub-
ject far too deep and mysterious for our contem-
plation, it is sufficient for us to believe and adore
the wisdom that predicts, and the goodness that
will falfil it ; of this however we may be persaad-
ed, that Judah and Israel shall be saved, that they
will be restored to the land of their fathers, which
hath thus, a second time, become the land of pro-
mise ; and that ¢ Old men and old women shall
yet dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, every man
with his staff in his hand for very age; and that
the streets of the city shall be full of boys and
girls, playing in the streets thereof.”t Then
shall they call them, ¢ The holy people; the xe-
deemed of the Lord,—Sought out,—A city not
forsaken.”}

Will the Lord then indeed restore Judah and
Israel to their own land ? Hath he said it, and
will he not do it? By what means, or by whose

* Faber, vol. IL p. 326, + Zech. viii. 4, 5.
© § Isa. Ixii, 12.
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instrumentality shall these gracious promises be
accomplished ? To this we can give no reply.
Bat if the Lord hath said, ¢ all they that devour
thee shall be devoured ; all thine adversaries shall
go into captivity, and they that spoil thee shall
be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give
for a prey,”—It becomes us to take heed how we
act towards them, snd how we add to the grief of
those whom the Lord hath wounded.

Jehovah hath made ¢ a full end” of all the na-
tions who oppressed his people in the earlier ages
of their history, and we ask in vain where is the
Assyrian,—where is the Chaldean,—where is
the Egyptian, the Mede,—~where is the Ro-
man that once devoured, spoiled, preyed upon
Judah ? Their very names are extinct from the
face of the earth, and their nations have been ab-
sorbed in the powerful monarchies which con-
quered or succeeded them: While the Jews,
after all the oppressions, cruelties contumelies,
and calumnies, of which they have been the
objects, are still, by a miraculous interposition of
Providence,—like the bush in Horeb burning
yet unconsamed,—a distinct people unto this
very day. Nineveh, that great city, wherein®

cc
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besides its multitadinous population, were six
score thousand infants, or persons who could not
discern between their right hand and their left,—
where is she ? ¢ She is empty, and void, and
waste.”—Babylon, with her temples, her pa-
laces, her gardens, and all her splendour,—
where is she? or whatis she? A pool for the
bittern, and a cage ‘of every unclean and hate.
ful bird |—And Egypt, with ber monaments of
art, her fallen colamns, and broken entablatures,
covered with a language which no man has been
able to interpret for thousauds of years,—what is
she? Except on the borders of her river, a de-
sert of sand, inhabited by a people so ignorant,
that:the poorest peasant in our own country is
more learned than her imperious pacha |——The
Macedonian, the Syrian, and the Roman, have
. equally disappeared from the earth ; but the Jew
is the same,~—in visage, in habits, in faith,—as in
the days of his fathers. And why ? because God
hath been pleased to preserve him, both for jus.
tice and for mercy. If natural causes had alone
operated in swallowing up all other dynasties and
kingdoms, how comes it that the Jews, suffering
evils 30 much greater than other nations, have not
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also been destroyed 7 Had natural causes alone
operated, they must long since have been exter-
minated and blotted out, with the most complete
erasure, from their place among the nations.
But the Lord has been mindful of Jacob even in
his misery : ¢ I have scattered thee, yet will I
not make a full end of thee. Behold I will bring
again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have
mercy on his dwelling places ; the city shall be
builded on her own heap, and the palace shall re-
main after the manner thereof.”

For her iniquity has Judah thus been scatter-
ed—for her tremendous guilt in crucifying the
Lord of glory! The avenger of blood has par-
sned the deicide nation to the ends of the earth,
and they have found in the wide universe no city
of refuge. But the intercession of Him, who
never “ asked” without ¢ receiving,” will yet
prevail for the remission of their sins; and,
though his petition on the cross has been uttered
and unanswered for eighteen hundred years, it
will not be deferred for ever. ¢ Father, forgive
them for they know not what they do,” will yet
receive its fuil acceptance and accomplishment,
whenever, in the revolution of ages, the time to
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favour Zion, yea, the set time, is come: ¢ For
he that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep
him as a shepherd doth his flock.”—~* Yea, I will
rejoice over them, to do them good; and I will
plant them in this land assuredly, with my whole
heart, and with my whole soul!” The children
of Israal shall retarn and seek the Lord their
God, and David their king ; and, while they look
on him whom they have pierced and mourn, they
shall also rejoice with joy mnspeakable and full of
glory !

In conclusion, let me ask the Christian reader,
if he owes nothing to the Jew—nothing to the
expatriated, persecuted Hebrew, that should im-
pel bim to use such means in his favour, as may,
by the blessing of Jehovah, lead to his conver-
sion, and to his restoration to the promised land.
Christian, do you know any thing of God ?
Who instructed you? Who revealed to you the six
days’ work of Jehovah, when he created this beau-
tiful world, and finished the earth, and the hea-
vens, and all the host of them? Was it not a
Hebrew ?—Who told you of the sweet rest of the
Sabbath, on which you have so often ceased from
toil, and paused from care and anguish? Wasit
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not 8 Hebrew ?—Who detailed to you the history
of all the loving kindnesses of the Lord to his
chosen people, amidt heir oppressions in Egypt ?
all his wonders when he led them through the
wild and trackless wilderness? Who told you
that the name of the Lord, was like his benignant
nature, the Lord God, merciful, and gracious?
Who revealed to you the character and impress
of his untainted purity in the moral statutes of
his law ? Was it not a Hebrew ?—Who predict-
ed the birth of Emmanuel and his love to the
vations of the Gentiles? Was it not a Jew ?—
Who related to you the birth of Christ—the suf-
ferings of the man of sorrows—his labours—his
miracles of mercy—bis pity and his love—his
agony—his crucifixion—his resurrection? Was
it not a Jew 7—What knowledge have you of the
true God—of the Saviour—of that light of the
Gentiles, and glory of Israel, which yon have not
derived from the Hebrew lawgiver—from the
Jewish prophets—Jewish kings—Jewish evan-
gelists, and Jewish apostles ? Do you then owe
nothing to the Jews in retarn?  If pity, if grati-
tude, if piety, do not compel you to put forth
your endeavours in their behalf, will you venture
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also to resist the demands of justice! Be that
far from you. Give them your effectnal fervent
prayer,—give them of your gold and silver,—give
them your precious Testament, in the language
of their fathers.——Christian, you have much to
give, and are they not poor indeed who lack
your aid? and is there not a Hebrew ready
to receive your bounty, and to carry up your
alms even to Jerusalem? O, then, defer not
the sweet work of mercy! And, as yon hope
to see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the
kingdom of heaven, shew pity and kindness to
their posterity on earth !

LEITH:
Printed by R. Allardice.
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