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others ; who think that again much more properly con-
nects with this clause, than with the next, where it is su-
perfluous. And put kim to an open shame: . e. they
treat him (the Son of God), as if they thought he de-
served the sentence executed upon him.” Sykes.

8. Nigh unto cursing: 1. e. near being pronounced bar-
ren.”” Newcome. ¢ An allusion to the curse, Gen. iii.
17, 18. The writer uses a soft expression, that he might
not appear to represent their case as already desperate:
they were ‘nigh’ unto a curse.” Peirce. Is to be
burned: ¢ Of the eastern agriculture, a considerable part
consists in leading rills of water from fountains and
brooks, to render the fields fruitful. When this is neg-
Tected, the land is scorched by the heat and the drought
of the climate.” McKnight. Comp. Matt. xiii. 40-42 ;
John xv. 6.—These two vvs. (7, 8) illustrate the case of
the faithful and apostates.

9. We are persuaded, &c.: ¢ This is very like Paul’s way
of closing and softening any thing he had said, that
sounded terrible and dreadful. (Comp. 2 Thess. ii. 13 ;
Rom. viii. 9 3 Eph. iv. 20.)” Js. Peirce.

10. Work and labor of love: Wakefield, Newcome, and
others, tr. this Hebrew form of speech,——Your active
love or proof of love. [The Gr.{—labor) is, by critics
generally, pronounced to be without sufficient authority
or evidence, and rejected from the text.]

11, Show the same diligence, &c.: Some would render,—
Show the same diligence even to the end, in order to the
JSull, &c.: Harwood and Sykes’s par.’s to the same pur-
port. Full assurance : or, consummation : Grotius.

18-15. Made promise to Abrakam : “ The example of Abra-
ham is here brought up, as a motive to perseverance in
duty under all trials, as being one, who, after due ex-
ercise of his faith and patience, obtained the promise.”
Priestley.—“ The expressions in the quotations from
Genesis, (xxii. 16, 17) vs. 14, are manifest Hebraisms,

—¢I will greatly bless'—* I will greatly multiply thee.””

- 16. Of all strife: rather, contradiction : Schleusner. Peirce. .

18. By two immutable things : ¢ viz. the promise and the oath
of God.” Peirce. Beausobre.——Who have fled for refuge:
f¢ As the man-slayer to the city of refuge, from the aven-
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ger of blood (Numb. xxxv. 6 ; Josh. xxi. 27).” Grotius.

The hope set before us: "The hope is put for founda-
tion of hope,—the G.

19. Entereth within the veil; ¢ i.e. that part of the tabe-
ernacle which was behind or within the second veil,
viz. the Holy of holies. Hope is to the soul, perplex-
ed and tempted, what an anchor is to a ship tempest-
tost at sea,—a stay, upon which we may rely firm and
sure ; and it is what will lead us to heaver itself, the
true Holy of holies, &c.” Sykes.

20. After the order : « This is strictly, After the Izkeness :
i.e. such a priest as was Melchisedek, (viz. in be-
ing king and priest together, in being wnhout success
or, &c.) Such a priest cannot be said to have an or-
der” Hammond, Grotius, Wolf, &c. [The import of
this phrase \whlch is several times repeated, (v. 10, vi.
20, vii. 11,17, 21,) and as given in our C. V., tends to
mlslead) is the very same as that, vs. 15 —after the si-
militude.) of Melchisedek : “ The author returns to
his subject, from which he had dlgressed v. 11.” New-
come. Sykes.

Cuap. VIL

1. Melchisedek : ¢ From the short history we have of Mel-
chisedek (Gen. xiv. 18-21), it does not appear that he
was more of a priest than Abraham was. He was a pet-
ty prince ; and in these times, all princes were likewise
priests of their several tribes, and occasionally offered-
sactifices, as did Abraham.” Priestley. King-of Sa-
lem : Grotius and Peirce, on the authority of Josephus,
suppose that this was Jerusalem.* But Whitby, Mc-
Knight, and others, contend, that it is evident, from the
very passage in Genesis, that Salem was in the way from
the valley of Damascus to Sodom. This is confirmed
by a tradition received from Jerom.

2. A tenth part of all: viz. of all the spoils. ng of
righteousness : ¢ Which the name Melchisedek imports.”

* P. bringe, in confirmation hereof, Ps. 1xxvi. 2, where Jerusalem
i s0 called, long after,

.
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Peirce. McKnight adds, ¢ With the nations mentioned
in the Mosaic records, it was common to give names to
persons, expressive of their qualities, and to places, in
commemoration of some striking event.”

8. Without father—mother—descent® : “1i.e. there is no men-
tion (in Genesis or elsewhere), of his father or mother,
and he is without priestly pedigree.” Grotius. Sykes.
Pyle. Newcome. Harwood. Neither beginning of days,
nor, &c.: “i. e. there is neither succession nor limit to
his priesthood. The Levitical priests began their min-
istry at thirty years of age, and ended it at fifty. (Numb.
iv. 35-47).” Hammond, McKbnight, &c. But made
like : properly, But resembling the son of God, &c. :
Wakefield, Imp. V., &c. [The words, but made, are
unmeaning and uncalled for, as the remarks of all crit-
ics on this vs., clearly show : they only serve to enhance
that air of mystery, thrown over this narrative, in which
our Trs. so delight, but which rests- entirely with their
version. ]

7. The less is blessed of the better : i. e. the mferiot by the
superior. ‘ He who blesses, is supposed to be in higher
favor with God.” Newcome.

8. Here—there : or, In the one case—in the other : as Wake-
field. That he liveth: «i.e. his history does not take
notice of his death. As regards priestly succession, he
did not die at all.” Beausobre. Peirce.

9. As I may so say : or,in a manner : Wakefield. ¢ To
use the expression.” Peirce.

11. For under it: The C.V., it is allowed, affirms what was
clearly not true ; for the priesthood was under (1. e. subse-
quent to) the Law, being entirely regulated thereby ;
not, the Law under the priesthood. ‘T'he best critics there-
fore render,— Concerning that priesthood. So, Peirce.
Beausobre. Wolf.

12. A change also of the law: Sykes remarks, ¢ This, by
no means, follows of course : but so much of the Mosaic
institute concerns the priesthood immediately, all their

* Wolf and Wetstein show, from Euripides, Horace and Livy,
that this phrase was applied by the heathen, to one of ignoble
birth, i. e. whose ancestors are unworthy to be mentioned, as be *
derives no credit from them.
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sacrifices, purifications, the templeﬁervice, &c., that it
might, in one sense, be said, that to supersede the priest-
hood, was to abdlish the Law.”

13. Pertaineth to another tribe: i. e. he was not of the fam-

ily of Aaron ; another proof of the entire change. of the
priesthood.

15. For that, &c.: or, Because that : Newcome. Whitby.
Peirce. Sykes, with others, trs.,—Is still more evident,*
if another priest ariseth, &c. : 1. e. evident that the Law
1s to be changed, if a priest. appears, who is always to
continue such.”

16. Of a carnal commandment : ¢ The law, concerning the
priesthood, is so called, because the priests who were

appointed to it, were frail and dying men ; whereas, that-

which appointed Jesus as high-priest, was a law which
supposed himn so appointed, to possess immortal life and
vigor.”” Peirce. McKnight. Whitby.

18. Of the commandment going before : or, The former com-
mandment: Wakefield.

19. Made nothing perfect : %.e. no man perfect. ¢ The Law
did not lead to true, inward justification, but dwelt in
external rites.””” Grotius. Sykes.

-22. Made a surety : ‘1. e. the engager or sponsor that the
canditions shall be observed by him, from whom they
are brought.” Sykes. The priests under the Mosaic
covenant, were sureties that God would perform his prom-
ises to the Jews, because they offered those sacrifices
which were the appointed ratification of the promise.

Testament : properly, Covenantt : as all allow.

23, 24. They truly were many priests, &c.: ¢ Here is an-
other proof of the superiority of the Cn. covenant ; the
Aaronical priests were many and successive.” Sykes.

25. o make intercession for them: Wakefield trs.,—To
manage their concerns : “ To interpose on their behalf »
Carpenter. Harwood. Sykes. The Gr. word, which isappli-
ed to Jesus, only here and Rom. viii. 84, is of great lati-

.

* The colon in the C. V. mnkes a pause, which is opposed -to the .

construction and sense.
t The New Covenant is, by the consent of nll critics, the true title
of the christian scriptures. -
1 These two texts are the only foundatlon of the popular doc-
43
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tude, signifying, ¢to do any thing for the benefit of
another.’

26. Became us : or, Was proper for us: Wakefield. Sykes.
The superior dignity of the dispensation required a like
superiority in its head. -Made higher than the heav-
ens: ¢i. e. exalted into glory,’ as iv. 14:

27. Daily : The Gr. is indefinite. “From time to time.”
Peirce. “ Every year.” Sykes. These critics remark,
that if this is meant of the day of Expiation, it was only
annual.

SRS |
Woeooon

Crar. VIIL

L. This is the sum : “ 1. e. the chief thing of all that I have
been discoursing, viz. what follows.” Peirce. Wake-
field trs.,—Now to sum up what hath been said.

4. He should not be a priest: Many date the commence-
ment of Christ’s priestly office from his resurrection,
(from v. 5 of this Ep.); while others conceive, that it
is only in a loose, figurative way of speakiug, that Jesus
is said to be a priest atall; being so, in truth, only as he
is called a door or vine, or any thing else, to which he
was occasionally compared. There are priests : i. e.
he would thus interfere with those of the Leviti¢al order.

5, Serve unto the example : rather, Who pay religious ser-
vice after a pattern and shadow, &c.: Wakefield. i. .
the tabernacle made by Moses, was a skadow or a faint
imperfect copy of that which was shown him in the
mount.——Admonisked of God : or, Divinely directed.

6. A more excellent minisiry : < Because the service which
he conducts, is that of the heavenly tabernacle.” Js.
Peirce. The mediator : i. e. simply, a medium of com-
munication ; as Moses was the mediator between God
and the Hebrew nation (Gal. iii. 19). The mediation
of Jesus is not a more intricate office than that of Moses.

7. Should no place have been sought: “i.e. there would
have been no occasion for promising another.” Pyle.

trine of the Infercession of Christ, involving sentiments very wide
of the true import of the word,
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8. For finding faxlt with them, he saith : Most critics, how-
ever, connect with them differently ;—For finding fault
{viz. with the former covenant) God saith unto them (i. e.
the Jews).—This passage (vvs. 8-12) is from Jer. xxxi.
81-34.

9. And I regarded them not : ‘ i.e. gave them up in turn

" in many of their troubles, did not interpose for them.”

. Grotius. And I gave up my care of them : Wakefield.

18. In that ke saith, &c.: ¢ By saying, ‘a new covenant,’ he
manifests the first to be old, and growing out of date.”
Js. Peirce. Now that which decayeth : Wakefield trs.,
—But what 1s going to decay from old age, must shortly
disappear. e

Caar. 1X.

1. Then* verily : Wakefield and others tr.,—Now that first
covenant, &c. : The writer gives (vvs. 1-5), a brief de-
tail of the grand Mosaic tabernacle and its furniture.
Comp. Exod. xxv. 10-30, xxvi. 31-37, xvi. 32-384,
xxxvi. 835, xxxvii. 1-9 ;3 Numb. xvii. 1-10.

9. A figure for the time then present : or, for the present
time : as most Trs. “i. e. this equally holds good now
under the.temple service.”” Sykes, Pyle, &c.

10. The time of reformation: ¢ Which means, the change
that Jesus made of the way and manner of serving God.”
Js. Peirce. The time of reformation being opposed to
the present time (vs. 9), denotes the age of the M.

11. Of good t#ings to come: or, future good things: Imp.V.

_ & e. the blessings of the M.’s reign.——By (or Through)
a greater—tabernacle : 1. . the true spiritual taberna-
cle or temple in the heavens.” Priestley. That taber
nacle, of which Moses’ was only a faint outline, (see viii.
5.) Not of this building : “i. e. not of man’s con-
struction.” Peirce. Sykes. Harwood.

12. Into the Holy place : i. e. into the true Holy of holies,
-(viz. heaven). ) .

* The negligent yse of the connecting particles, between Chs »
and single vvs, also, is one of the most prominent errors of our Trs
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14. Through the eternal spirit : or, perhaps, Through the
holy spirit: Which several critics, following some of the
most ancient versions, take to be the true text. “ . e.
under the guidance of the spirit of God; with a full
knowledge of his will, and desire to obey it.” Carpenter,
Sykes, Harwood, &c.

15. Of the new testament : propesly, Of the new. covenant :
as all Trs. See N., vii. 22. That by means of death :
or, That death having taken place for the redemption,
&ec. Whick are called : “ viz. who submit to the new
covenant ; converts to Ctny.” Peirce. Harwood. )

16. Where a testament : properly, a covenant : < Where a
covenant is engaged in, there must be something done,
which implies the death of the covenanting party.”
Sykes’s par.

17. For a testament, &c.: “ For a covenant made, where
.the death of any thing intervenes, is firm and binding*;
but is of no force, while the contracting party does
not engage himself to any forfeiture of life.” Sykes’s par.

[These two vvs. have given some perplexity, and
led to copious comment. As the. Gr. word signifies
_both a covenant, and a testament or will ; some critics in-
cline, like our Trs., to the latter, (though the less usual
sense,) in this place ; on the ground, that the writer’s
words can only apply to a testament. But the more ju-
dicious critics, as Peirce, Whitby, Newcome, Wakefield,
and others, give a like version to that of Sykes above ;
alleging, that covenants were often, if not always, rati-
fied by the blood of victims, whose death signified,
¢ Thus may it happen to him who violates the cove-
nant.’+ Sykes insists much and well, on the great unlike-
lihood, that the writer should give up, and without in-
timation, for this short passage, the uniform meaning of
the word, as previously used ;—to be then directly re-
sumed again.] '

* Wakefield trs. this first clause,—For a L is confirmed over
dead things. The C. V. inserts men, without the common sign (vis.
of italicising) to show that it is not in the Gr.

t “Iu this case, Jesus, who is the mediator of the covenant, is
himself the victim ; in whose blood, it is both confirmed and con-
secrated.”

3 |
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18. Whereupon, neither, &c. : ¢ Whence, neither was the
first covenant initiated and established without blood.”
Js. Peirce’s par. :

19-22. When Moses had spoken : Comp. Exod. xxiv. 6-8,
where this first solemn ratification of the covenant is
found. Commentators notice, that the original account

*~ makes no mention of the blood of goats, of water, scarlet.
wool or kyssop, or of the sprinkling the book. ~ Doddridge
supposes, the writer may have derived these from tra-
dition. ’

28. That the patterns, &c.: “ The patterns of heavenly

* things, are things under the dispensation of the Law ;
the heavenly things themselves are things under the Cn.
dispensation, of which the former was a type. Comp.

- viii. 5.7 Imp. V. See also, N., vs. 11.

26. In the end of the world : rather, the conclusion of the
ages, or, the last age : as Peirce, Sykes, Doddridge, &c.,
&¢c. See N., 1 Cor. x. 11.

28. To bear the sins: or, To bear away sins : Wakefield.
Sykes. Imp. V.; ¢ an- allusion: being supposed to the
scape-goat (Lev. xvi. 20-22).”> Newcome. Of many :
i. e, of all ; as all admit. See N., Rom. v. 15, and marg.
N. ‘Without sin: or, A sin-offering : as Wakefield.
Pyle. Whitby. McKnight.. So, 2 Cor. v. 21, which ‘see.
“ Sin is here put for the effects of sin,—the abasement
and sufferings to which, in his first advent, he was sub-
ject” Peirce. Hammond. Doddridge. -

Cuar. X.

1. Having a shadow: “ Alluding to the practice of painters,
who. first draw a mere outline or sketch .of an object ; so
that in this writer’s view, the Mosaic Institate was not even
a complete picture,but only a ¢ sketch’ of the G. dispensa-
tion.” Priestley. Peirce interprets the image of the things*
differently—¢ the very original of the things themselves.’
——Of good things to come : ¢ The kingdom of glory in

* These two critics, however, as is seen above, do not give to
the future good things, the same application. .
43%
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‘heaven.” Newcome. So, Peirce and Sykes. ¢ The Cu.
sacrifice.” Pyle. ¢ The blessings of the G.” Harwood.
Priestley.

8. A remembrance every year: or, A yearly acknowledg-
ment of sins : Wakefield.

5. When he cometh—he saith : Ps. xl. 6-8. Expositors, very
generally, suppose this Ps. to refer to the M.; that
though spoken by David, the words belong, in a mystical
sense, to our S. Sykes contends, (and not without plau-
sibility,) that it is no such prophecy, nor cited by this
writer, in that light. He thinks, ¢ that the writer cites
this passage from the Psalm, to prove by the authority
of David, that under the Mosaic dispensation itself, sa-
crifices were held, in no account, in comparison with the
practice of virtue, and obedience to the divine will.
The whole is the language of David himself, and the
words, coming into the world, perfectly well agree to him.
They describe one, who, ¢ from a humble and mean
condition, was, by God’s providence, advanced to be a
mighty King.””’ He therefore trs.,— Wherefore, One, when
he cometh,&c. [So, Harwood understands it,—¢ Where-
fore, when the royal prophet was advanced to digni-
ty and eminence, he justly observed, &c.” That the
phrases coming or being sent into the world, do not, in
their scriptural use, respect the time of one’s birth,” but
imply ¢a transition from comparative privacy and ob-
scurity, to a conspicuous statien,’ is clear enough from
John xvii. 18, xviii. 37, on which see Ns.

A body thou hast prepared me : * i. e. thou hast given
me a body, strength, constitation, whereby I am ena-
bled to serve thee ; and this will I do.” Sykes. Harwood.
[Virtuous resolutions ahd conduct are therefore here put
in contrast with legal ceremonies, in the former clause.]

7. In the volume of the book it is written of me : * But where
was this written concerning David? The answer is:
The divine purpose, expressed in the promise to Abra-
ham, of the great extension of the empire of Israel, (see
Gen. xv. 18) had not been accomplished until David’s
reign. David also introduces (Ps. Ixxxix. 25) God’s as-
surance to himself, exactly agreeing to this covenant,
expressly made with Abraham, and recorded in Gene-
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esis 3 the roll,* or volume of the book referred to.”
Sykes.

9. He taketh away the first, &c.. ¢ He abolisheth the for-
mer will and prescription of God concerning legal sa-
crifices, that he may establish the latter, concerning the
sacrifice of Christ.” Peirce. ¢ He speaks negatively of
sacrifices, the stronger to establish the obligation of do-
ing the will of God.” Sykes.

18. Until his enemies be made, &c.: “ These are, whatever
impedes the progress and influence of the Cn. truth ; viz.
sin, superstition, idolatry, and death itself.” Ros.

15. The holy ghost also is a witness to us : 1. e. the sense
of that inspired prophecy (Jer. xxxi. 32-34) is to the
same effect.’” See the next vvs.” Pyle.

19. Having therefore, brethren : Here commences the wri-
ter’s Practical application of the subject; the sEcond
pivisionN of the Ep.

20. A new and living way : - i. e. a way unknown before,
and which leads to eternal life.” Sykes. Through the
vetl, that is his flesh: The veil, in the temple, separated
the sanctuary, or court of the priests, from the Holy of
holies. Under this image, which seems to occupy the
writer’s mind, he intimates that Jesus, by his flesh, i.e.
his death, has removed the veil ; opening an entrance
for us into the Holiest : which may represent the Cn.
covenant (see Ns., ix. 23, 24, x. 1); or, the glory and
happiness of heaven.

22. Having our hearts sprinkled : Herc is manifest allusion
to the purification of persons and things under the Law,
by the sprinkling of blood, (Numb. xix. 2-10 ; Heb. ix. 9).

25. The assembling of ourselves : “ Many had deserted these
assemblies through the fear of persecution.” Hammond.
Newcome. Peirce. The day approaching :-“1. e. the
great day of retribution ; as our life draws to an end,
and persecution is increasing its perils.”> Newcome. So,
Harwood. ¢ The destruction of the Jewish state, with
its temple and capital.” Js. Peirce. Pyle. Gilpin.

* The Gr. literally is,—the head of the book. ¢ As books were,
anciently, several rolls of skins or cloth (see N., Luke iv. 17),
that which was the first roll or volume, was the head of the book;
which plainly enough denotes the book of Genesis.,” Sykes.

'
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26, 27. ¢ If we apostatize from Ctny., after baving made
profession of it, we are left without hope, this being the
last dispensation of God to man; expressed by the fig-
urative form, there being no more sacrifice for sin.”
Priestley.

28. He that despised: or, who breaketh: Wakefield. So,
Peirce, Sykes, &c. Comp. Numb. xv. 35.— —Under :
¢ 4. e. when convicted by such evidence.” Peirce.

29. Trodden under foot : “ An expression of contempt; no -

value being set upon what was so treated. See Dan. viii.
10 Isa. Ixiii. 8.” McKnight. Sykes. An unholy thing :
¢ 4. e. but as the death of a common malefactor.” Gro-
tius. Hammond. Peirce. Unto the spirit of grace:
¢ i.e. he virtually ascribes the extraordinary gifts of the
h. s.,, as did the Pharisees, to demoniacal agency.”
Peirce. Priestley.

80. Him that hath said: Deut. xxxii. 85, 36.

88. Made a gazing-stock : ¢ Exposed as upon a theatre.”
Peirce. ¢ To wild beasts and other deaths. See 1 Cor.
iv. 9.” Newcome. Grotius.

34. Had compassion of me in my bonds : or, On those who
were in bonds : The slight change in the Gr., which gives
this translation, has the support of many MSS., the Syr-
iac, Coplic, and Vulgate versions ; and is adopted (fol-
lowing some of the early Fathers) by Griesbach, W hitby,
Newcome, Peirce, and Harwood, as the true text. It
certainly best suits the preceding vs. In yourselves,
that ye have: or, That ye yourselves have: Newcome.
Hallett.*

85. Hath a great recompense of reiward : or, Which will be
recompensed with a large reward : Hallett. Wakefield.
87. He that shall come: “ This title seems to have been
a common phrase with the Jews, and to be synonymous
with ¢the M.’ : it was probably borrowed from Mal. iii.

1.” Priestley.

88. Shall live by faith: See N., Rom. i. 17.

89. That believe to the saving of the soul : Interpreters gen-
erally apply this in its most obvious sense, that is, to

*® The friend and continuator of Peirce, whose work was, at this
point, interrupted by his death.
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a future life. Buat Wakefield trs..—Who faithfully per-

severe to the deliverance of our lves ; understanding it,
of the escape of the Hebrew Cns., from the appreaching
calamities of their country.

Cuar. XL

Faith is the substance : rather, the confident expectation :
So, almost all Trs. Fuitk is a foundation: Wakefield.
¢ Faith is such a firm persuasion, as gives, as it were, a
substance or present existence to the good things we °
hope for.” Hallett’s par. ¢ The Gr. word is, strictly,
¢ the foundation or ground-work, on which any thmg is
built.’”” Sykes. The evidence : properly, The convic-
tion : so all Trs. and critics.

. The elders obtained, &c. : * The ancient saints became

acceptable to God.” Hallett. “For this our ancestors
were so deservedly commended.” Harwool.
That the worlds were framed, &c.: or, That the ages
were ordercd by the word (i. e. wise council) of God:
Sykes. Wakefield. Harwood. See Ns., ix. 265 1 Cor. x.
11. Jn. Simpson trs.,—By the word of God, we under-
stand that the ages were compacted tagelher by faith,
¢i.e. we perceive by the scriptures of the O. T., thatthe
several divine dispensations, from the beginning of the -
world to the coming of Jesus, were knit together into
one entire scheme, by a like principle of faith.”
Things which are seen, were not made, &c.: or, So that
the present state of things arese not from what did then
appear : Wakefield. Sykes comments,—* It was contriv-
ed that Christ’s coming into the world, which we see,
was brought about by means, which could not be.seen.”
That he should not see, &c. : or, So that he saw not death :
Wakefield. i

. Moved with fear: 1. e. from a principle of pious rev-.

erence.” Harwood. Wakefield. Sykes. ¢ Excited by
the fears of his own destruction.” Hallett. He con-
demned the world : % They are said to condemn others,
who show by their own course, what these should do,
and who consequently reproach them, if they neglect it.
So, Matt. xii. 41, 42.” Grotius. See also, N., 1 Cor. vi. 2.
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12. And him as good ¥s dead: “i.e. as to begetting chil-
dren.” Sykes. ¢ He too, figuratively dead.”” Harwood.
18. And embraced them : ¢ Having with joy saluted them at
a distance : a fine image.”” Newcome. Some tr.—and

having hailed them.

15. Been mindful of that country, &c.: “ If that country had
been the object of their desire.”” Hallett. Harwood.
Schléusner. If they had meant that whick they left:
Wakefield. “ Had judged it to have been such ; to wit,
a better country.” Sykes.

16. Is not ashamed to be called their God: “i.e. humanly
speaking, he would have been ashamed, if he had not
provided for them an abiding city, an everlasting life.”
Newcome. ¢ It is evidently implied, that he would not
have styled himself, their God, if he had not prepared
it for them.” Hallett. ¢ Had they had absolutely no re-
ward, it would have been matter of shame and folly in
them, to have called God, their God.” Sykes.

17. His only-begotten : Not literally such, since Abraham
had Ishmael by Hagar, and others by Keturah ; but this
was the best-beloved son, as being the only heir of the
promise. See N., John i. 14 (page 148).

19. Accounting : or, Reasoning with himself: Wakefield.
Pyle. In a figure: “i.e. comparatively speaking.”
Sykes. ¢ Herecovered him, beyond hope, from the very
jaws of death.” Ros. '

20. Blessed Jacob and Esau, &c. : “ Foretold the blessings,
which, in future times, should descend upon these, Eiss
sons.” Hallett. B

28. A proper child : C.V. A promising child: Wakefield.
“ A child, beautiful and fair.”” Sykes. (See Acts vii. 20).
So, Grotius and Schleusner. “¢ A well-formed, perfect,
and healthy child’ ; <. e. likely to live, and neither maim-
ed nor sickly ; which had he been, so special care might
not have been taken of him.” Hallett.

25. The pleasures of sin for a season: ¢ Of a wicked and
idolatrous court, which could, at most, last no longer
than his short life.” Hallett. )

.26, The reproach of Christ: C.V. Newcome, Beausobre,
Priestley, and many others, explain this,—* reproaches
.similar to what Jesus endured.”. % The reproach ha

"JE.
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should suffer for his faith in a M. to come.” Hallett.
Gilpin. ¢ The scoffs cast upon the Hebrews, for expect-
ing the Christ to arise among them.” McKnight. But
the error is, in supposing our S.to be referred to at all.
They find a much more natural clue to the meaning,
who render this,—the reproach of the anointed people,
¢ 4. e. meaning the Jewish nation, who were a chosen or
consecrated people ; and are called in the O. T., God’s
anointed. (Comp. Ps. cv. 15; Hab. iii. 13.)” Grotius.
Carpenter. Whitby. Thus also, Sykes: ¢ Moses es-
teemed the indignity and contempt he underwent from
Pharaoh, on account of his professing himself a Jew,"
preferable to all the honors and riches of Egypt.”” #

27. He endured: ¢ Persevered in what he had begun.”
Sykes. Supported himself, as if he had seen his invisible
deliverer : Wakefield. A

30. After they were compassed about: or, After marching
around them : “viz. in solemn procession.”’” Hallett. Har-
wood. Comp. Josh. vi. 3-15. T

81. Rahab, the harlot : Some critics doubt, whether the
Gr. properly denotes, ¢ one of ill repute’; but rather
suppose it to mean, ‘the keeper of a house of enter-

-tainment.” So, Wakefield and Schleusner. It is gener-
ally allowed, that she dwelt among the Hebrews after
the sacking of Jericho, and was married to Salmon, a
Jew of repute, whereby she became one of our'S.’s an-
cestors. (Comp. Josh. vi.; Ruth iv. 21, 22 ; Matt. i. 5)¢ .
Some think that the Gr. word may signify ¢an idola-
tress’; the image of forhication being used frequently in
S8. to describe the followers of false gods.

38. Wrought righteousness : * Displayed illustrious virtue.”
Harwood. Grotius, Sykes, and Hallett, to the same ef-
fect. Wakefield and others tr.,—Wrought deliverance :
“ viz. for their country, from the calamities in which it
was involved” : [referring the phrase to the heroes just
mentioned. ] :

* Jo. Simpson’s meaning is akin to the above. He trs.,—the
anointed ; but seems to refer it, not to the Hebrew people, but Mo-
ses himself ; who was presently to bear this character towards his
countrymen. Wakefield trs.,—the reproach of the Messiah—mean-
ing, perhaps, the same thing. See N., 1 Cor. x. 4.
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84. Of the aliens: or, Of foreigners : Hallett. Harwood.
Of their cnemies: Wakeficld.

85. Women received their dead : The allusions here are to
the widow of Zarephath and the Shunamite, 1 Kings xvii.
14; 2 Kings iv. 20-37. Others were tortured, not ez-
pecting deliverance: Which, as most expositors think,
refers to the fortitude which the Jews displayed under
the persecution of Antiochus Epiphanes. The heroic
conduct of Eleazar, and of the mother and her seven
sons, is found, 2 Macc. vi. vii. A better resurrection :
¢ piz. than that of the children just mentioned ;-only to
live again in this world.” Hallett.

87. Were sawn asunder : ¢ Jerome calls it, a most certain
tradition, that Isaiah, the prophet, was sawn asunder
with a wooden saw.” Hallett. The Jerusalem Talmud
says the same: viz. by the mandate of king Manasseh.

Were tempted: Grotius, Hammond, and Whitby,
think that this is wholly out of place, in giving a cata-
logue of violedt deaths, and consider it as spurious.
% The Syriac Tr. and some MSS. omit the word.” New-
come. N. and Wakefield retain the word, but derive it
from another root, so as to render,—they were pierced
through with stakes. In sheep-skins : “ Elias is doubt-
less the instance, which the writer had in-his eye. Our

+ C.V.says, lie wore a mantle, but the Septuagint ren-
ders,—a sheep-skin.”” Hallett.

89. These all—through faith : This expression by no means
conveys, (as is remarked), a testimony to the uniform vir-
tue of all the persons spoken of in this Ch., as if they all
were such as might entertain the hope of salvation : they
are only brought forward, as examples of the efficacy of
faith in specific instances. ¢ The faith spoken of through-
out this Ch.,is ‘a simple confidence in the divine veraci-
ty’*; an undoubting assurance, that what God has de-
clared by any of his prophets, will certainly take place.”
Priestley.

40. Some better thing for us: “ The promise to them, was
the first personal appearance of the M. ; the better thing
provided for us, is the promise of his second appear-

* Though many, very weakly, understand it in the broad sense
of modern times.
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ance ; that they might* then be made perfect, but not .
without us, though we have received the accomplish-
ment of the first, without them.” Wolf.

Cuar. XIL

A cloud of witnesses : A multitude of confessors and
martyrs, by whose example we ought to be animated.
——— W hich doth so easily beset us : * Perhaps an allusion
to the long garments worn in the East, which would be
an hindrance in the race.” Hallett. Beausobre. Hallett
and Pyle suppose the sin of apostacy to be principally
meant, to which, in a time of distress and persecution,
they were especially prone.

2. The author and finisher : rather, The leader and finisher :

Sykes; ¢“7.e. one who has led the way in faith ; one who
also has gone through, and brought it to perfection ; that
is, has shown all that can be accomplished by this prin-
ciple.” ¢ The original introducer and perfecter of our
religion.” Harwood. The guide and complete pattern of
this faith: Wakefield.

4. Have not yet resisted unto blood : Your maintenance

of the cause of Christ has not yet cost you, your life.

. And ye have forgotten: rather, interrogatively, 4And

have ye forgotten 2 : McKnight. Wakefield. Grotius. Hal-
lett. Sykes. Pyle.

. And not sons* : “ Not legitimate children.” Harwood.

% The meaning is, no due care is taken of you ; no con-
cern is shown about your welfare.” Sykes.

9. The Father of spirits : Beausobre, Wakefield, &c., fol-

lowing Chrysostom, tr.,—Qur spiritual father : so also,
the preceding words—our natural fathers. And live? :
% The writér here alludes to the law, (Deut. xxi. 18,)
which inflicts capital punishment on the rebellious child.”
Doddridge.

11. Peaceable fruits of righteousness : ¢ Perbaps, an allusion

to the olive-crown given to the victor in the Olympic

* Whitby quotes from Buxtorf,—‘ Hence the Jews have a say-
jog, Woe to the man who goeth out of the world without tribu-
lations.”

44
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games ; the olive being a symbol of peace.” Hammond.
Whitby. Doddridge.

12. Lift up the hands—and the feeble knees : ¢ Alluding to
the exhausted strength of pugilists.” McKnight. ¢ But it
is much less likely that the Grecian games.are refer-
red to, than travellers, who are faint and weary with a
long journey. The Hebrews had been harassed by
persecution, and were in danger of apostacy.” Ros.

13. That which is lame : or, as some tr.,—the limb which
Aalts. Be turned out -of the way : or, Be put quite out
of jeint : McKnight. Ros. Pyle.

15. Springing up : Comp. Deut. xxix. 18, from which this
is thought to be a quotation. As the change in a single
letter, would make it conform to the original passage,
some sup&)se an error in the text, and tr.;—as gall. So,
Grotius, Whitby, and Wakefield.

16. Any fornicator—like Esau: Some think that Esau is
so called, because he married into a heathen family, (Gen.
xxvi. 84). See N., xi. 31. Or profane person: “i.e.
for treating with such contempt, his birthright, with which
went a prophetic blessing,and (before the Law) the priest-
hood also, to the first-born.” Doddridge. Pyle. Le Clerc.

17. Would have inherited: i.e. would have been glad to
do so. No place of repentance : “i.e. no change of
purpose in his father.” Hallett. Schleusner. Wolf. .

18. That might be touched: or, Whick was an object of
touch: as some tr.* 1. e. tangible, in opposition to Mt.
Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, which was spiritual and
not perceptible by the senses.” So, Newcome,—An
earthly, material mountain. :

20. Which was commanded, &c.: properly, They could not
endure that strict command, ¢ If even a beast,’ &c.: Wake-
field and all Trs. .

22. For ye are come to Mt. Zion: “i.e. ye have attached
yourselves to a dispensation, which has nothing in it ter-
rible or perilous.” Sykes.  The writer describes (vvs.

22, 28) a state present, not future ; the exalted privile-

¢ The C.V., (as is noticed,) is obviously wrong, since the people
were forbidden to approach it. Priestley and Pyle, from this cir-
cumstance, think that the negative particle (rof) must have been
lost from the sentence. '
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ges of the Cn. covenant, as opposed to that of the He-
brews under the Law.” Priestley. Imp. V.* The heav-
“enly Jerusalem : The city of Jerusalem was typical of
the Cn. church. The upper or heavenly Jerusalem is
opposed to the Jerusalem that nowis ; i. e. to the state of
things under the Law (Gal. iv. 25, 26).

28, Church of the first-born: “1i.e. of the aps., who re-
ceived the first-fruits of the spirit (Rom. viii. 28).”
Grotius. Hammond. Whitby. “ Under the Law, all the
first-born were dedicated to God, and became his pro-
perty, Exod. xiii. 2; Numb. iii. 13. The-Levites were
taken instead of them. Now, we ourselves are to act as
persons hallowed or sanctificd to God 3 are taken to serve
him directly, not the Levites in lieu of us.”” Sykes.—
Which are written in heaven : “In allusion to the book
which contained the names of the first-born of the chil-
dren of Israel, (Numb. iii. 40.)”” Hallett.

24. Better things than that-nf Abel: “ The blood of the
righteous Abel cried from the ground (Gen. iv. 10) for
vengeance ; the death of Jesus publishes peace and par-
don to mankind.” Hallett and Sykes.

25. That spake on earth: or, when speaking upon earth :

" 1. e. God, from Mt. Sinai.

26. I shake—also heaven : Hag. ii. 6. “ This, however, al-
most beyond doubt, denotes those convulsions in the
moral and political state of the world, which are to pre-
cede the setting up of the M.’s kingdom on earth.”
Priestley and Sykes. S. remarks, ¢ that in prophetic lan-
guage, the heavens are put for the higher powers, and
those who enjoy great dignities and honors.” ¢ All
great changes are represented in the SS. by figures of
this kind (Isa. xiii. 13 ; Joel ii. 10).” Whitby. See N.,
Luke xxi. 25.

27. Yet once more, signifies : i. e. it is a mode of expression,
to be: used when something of moment, and before un-
heard of, is meant.” Grotius. As of things that are
made: “ An ellipsis for things made with hands (as ix. 11),

* This is probably true ; though the lofty strain of the discourse
leads away the mind, at first glance, to the final scene of things ;
an illusion, which the last clauses of each vs., literally taken, par-
ticularly belp to counfirm,
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s. e. inferior and imperfect ; the heathen religion and the

Jewish ritual being here meant.” McKnight. So, Beza

and Wolf, ¢ TAings appointed only for a particular
urpose, which has been answered.” Grotius. Hammond.
oddridge.

28. Which cannot be removed : or, Which cannot be shaken.®
Wakefield, Imp. V., and other Trs.

29. For our God : rather, For even our God: Wakefield,
McKnight. Imp. V. ¢ Gracious as he has shown him-
self in our admission to the blessings of the Cn. cove-
nant, he is yet alike severe to those, who forsake or vio-
late his laws.” Sykes,

. Crmar. XIIL

4. Marriage is honorable : or rather, Let marriage be hon-
orable, &c.; for whoremongers, &c.: Hammond. Wolf.
Wakefield. Hallett. The last observes, that ¢ standing
as this does, among exhortations, it should doubtless be
made one.” ¢ The Gnostics, (who are alluded to,) con-
sidered marriage as a state of pollution, unworthy of
those who aimed at perfection.” Priestley.

5. Your conversation: ‘i.e. your general conduct or man-
ner of life’ ; as all critics. He hath said : Deut. xxxi. 8.
This promise, as is observed, was made originally to
Joshua ; but may equally be applied to all the servants
of God.

7. Which have the rule : rather, Who have had the rule (re-
ferring to those who are dead); as all critics. * Bp.
Lloyd thinks, that this may refer to James (the brother
of John), the first apostolic martyr (Acts xii. 2); and
to James the Less, commonly called the first Bp. of
.liqerusalem.”’r Doddridge. Of their corversation : See

oy VS. 3

8. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day and forever :

¢ i. e. the evangelical doctrine, as taught by Jesus and

* The Gr. word is so rendered, vs. 27 ; and should have been in
the same way here, an antithesis being obviously meant.

t The last is most &li-:bably meant ; who bad suffered death only -

a short time before this Ep. was written.
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his aps.” Newcome. That this is the import of the
words, is plain from the inference (next vs.);“ i.e. since
this does not vary with the opinions of men.” Priestley.
(See N., 2 Cor. i. 19). Calvin, Le Clerc, Clarke, Sykes,
Harwood, Pyle and Ros., thus understand it.

9. With grace, not with meats : 1i.e. it is better to be esta~
blished in the truths of the G., than to practise the un-_
profitable ceremonies of the Jewish Law. ‘

10. Which serve the tabernacle : “ Who cleave still to the
Jewish ritual service.” Whitby.

12. Sanctify the people with his own blood : ¢ How was this
done ? It was by his blood, that the covenant of God
was ratified, and the people sanctified through the truth.
Such as came into the belief of him as the Christ, were
separated from the world to the service of God. They
were made a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a pe-
culiar people, &c.” Sykes.

18. Let us go forth therefore : ¢ Let us quit Jerusalem, to
go to him ; not thinking ourselves any longer obliged to
the worship and ceremonies of the Jewish temple.” Hal-
lett, “In imitation of him, let us not hesitate to suffer
as he did, however reproachful or painful such suffer-
ing may be.” Priestley. Bearing his reproach: That
which he was reproached for bearing, and for suffer-
ing upon, viz. the cross; which, however, the writer
does not expressly mention, that he may not offend the
feelings of his readers.

14. No continuing city : The writer had here, in his eye,
as Hallett and others think, the destruction of Jerusa
lem, which happened A.D. 70 ; about eight years after
the supposed date of this Ep. ¢ He speaks, as if we
were here in our wilderness state, travelling towards the .
place of our Rest. In the wilderness, the Jews were
obliged to dwell in tents, and had no fixed place of
abode.” Sykes. )

15. Let us offer the sacrifice of praise: * Here the writer re-
verts to the object of a great part of his Ep., which was to
show those, who made a boast of the Jewish ritual, that
there are in Ctny. things, that though, by a figure of
speech, they may bear the same name, are of a much supe-
rior kind. Thus he lnere finds in it, a pricst and a sacri-

44
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Sice; as also, (at vs. 10) an altar, to which the udéonverted
Jews had no access.” Priestley.

20. That great shepherd of the sheep, &c.: or, That shep-
Aerd of the sheep, become great, by the blood, &c.: Wake-
field. Sykes.

22. I have written—in few words : “i.e. contracting my
letter as far as possible ; not enlarging, as I might.” New-
come, Hallett, and Sykes. For I have given you but few
commands : Wakefield. Harwood.

- 28. Timothy is set at liberty : Le Clerc thinks that Timo-

thy was not a prisoner during the life of Paul ; and Lard-

ner and McKnight, on this account, would render the
words,—~Is sent abroad on an errand, i. e. on a mission.

This use of the Gr. verb, however, is allowed to be

unusual.



THE EPISTLE OF JAMES.

Cuar. L.

1. James, a servant of God: The author of this Ep., as seems
to be agreed, was James, the son of Alpheus, (or, Cleopas)
sometimes called the Less, and also a kinsman of our L.’s.

Comp. Matt. x. 33 Mark xv. 40.) See N., 1 Cor, ix. 5.

e presided over the Jerusalem church, obtaining from
his eminent piety, the surname of the Just, and suffered
martyrdom about A.D. 62. (See N., Heb. xiii.7.) The
writer’s modesty in styling himself only a servant, and
not an apostle, bas created some objections to this gen-
eral opinion ; but which are not thought of much weight.

Which are scattered abroad : Literally,~— in the dis-
persion.’ But a small part of the twelve tribes, it is
thought, returned after the captivity, to their own land,

notwithstanding the lenient edict of Cyrus, granting

them this permission. (See Ezra i. 8.) They kept them-
selves, however, in a measure, a distinct people, as to
laws, customs, and worship.* Greeting : “ Luther,
from this sort of salutation, took occasion to question the
authority of this Ep. ; which he calls ¢ simple, weak, and
naked, and wholly unlike the salutation of the other aps.

It makes no mention of God nor of Jesus Christ ; nor of

grace and peace ; but in the style of profane authors,
only uses the word, greeting.’”” + Benson; who remarks
upon, and easily does away, these cavils.

* Much difference of opinion has arisen from this salutation, as
to the persons addressed in this Ep. Michaelis, Beza, Gilpin, and
Cave suppose,—believing Jews only all over the world ; Grotius
applies it to all Jews out of Palestine ; McKnight, Lardner, and
Pyle, to the Jewish people at large, within the limits of Judea, or
beyond them.

.f Luther’s extreme prejudice against this Ep., is well known,
which, from its seeming opposition (ii. 14-26) to his favorite doc-

" trine respecting faith, he calls,—¢ptstolam stramineam, (an episile
of diraw.)

~
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8. That the trying of your faith: Le Clerc renders this,—
Your trials kave produced the patience of faitk.

4. Have her perfect work : C. V. Have a full effect : Wake-
field. ate fully : McKnight.

5. Upbm th not: « Upbraideth no one for his importu-
pity.”” McKnight. Benson says,—¢ for his former abus-
ed favors.” ¢ Giveth not his favors in a haughty, contu-
melious manner, as those who by words or manner, con-
vey a reproach, as it were, with the gift; such gifts,
Seneca calls stony bread.” Grotius.

8. A double-minded man : “ Who is divided between hope
and fear.” Benson. ¢ Drawn this way by ‘a sense of du-
ty, and that by some sinister view.” Priestley. Dod-
dridge, similar. ¢ Who can neither like or dislike any
thing long ; who now repents of his wish, and then of
his repentance ; as Q. Curtius says.” Ros.

9. The brother of low degree : 1. e. the poor Cn. He is -
exalted : “i. e. in the sublimity of his Cn. vocation.”
McKaight. Harwood. Pyle. ¢ When he attains a pros-
perous and honorable state.”” Benson.

10. In that he is made low: “i.e. in the depression and
indigence which he incurs for his Cn. profession.”’
McKnight. Schleusner. Benson. ¢ Let him bear himself
modestly, considering his own meanness; {. e. the preca-
riousness of his condition.” Grotius. Doddridge. Ros.
takes it ironically,—* Let him boast himself, if he will,
in his littleness ; these riches, so unstable and pensha—
ble.”. Because, &c. : “i. . they are, at best, but an un-

. certain possession.” Priestley.

11. With a burning heat : Jerome refers thls, as do others,
rather to a burning wind, which accompanied the rising
of the sun, and swept oﬂ' the grass, herbs, and flowers.
The orientals call this wind, which Niebuhr and Shaw
describe, the Simoom. See N., Matt. vi. 30. The grace
of the 6fashum of it: or, The beauty of its appearance :
Wakefield

12. For when he is tried : or, hath been proved : Wakefield.
Harwood.

18. When he is tempted: Wetstein notices, that this word
has an import here, very different from the preceding vs. :
there it meaus, ¢ the general discipline of advers1ty" in
this and the next vs., the ¢ being seduced to sin.
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15. When it is finished: * i.e. when it is perfected into
habit, or come to its full growth.” McKnight. Benson.
When her full time is come: Wakefield.

17. No variableness, neither,&c.: Wakefield trs.—No change,
nor variable shadow.* ¢ After comparing God to the light,
and the sun, the great fountain of light, the apostle here -
uses some astronomical terms, which denote that he is
not, like the natural sun, subject to any parallaz, or a
return from one part of the heavens to another, such as
is the cause of the change of seasons.” Priestley. Mc-
Knight comments in a similar manner.

18. Of his own will : ory Moved by his own benignity : Ros.
Schleusner, &c.

19. Slow to speakt : “ This refers to the Cn religion, which
men should be prompt to hear, but not forward to teach,
before they understood it.”” McKnight, Pyle. Ros. R.
adds, ¢ There were some among those early Cns., who
were vehemently bent upon becoming teachers of their
faith, while they were as yet but novices in it.”

20, The righteousness of God : C.V. The righteous designs
of God: Wakefield. The righteousness which God. re-
quireth : Newcome.

21. AUl filthiness : or, defilement: Imp. V. Superfluity
of naughtiness: or, Abounding of maliciousness: Mc-
Knight. Benson. The engrafted word : or, *“the doc- -
trine implanted, viz. in you or in the world.” McKnight.
Wakefield.

25. Whoso looketh : or, looketh with attention : Wakefield.
Benson. This is the force of the Gr. verb, as all al-
low, which is very expressive, and is the same which is
used, 1 Pet. i. 12, [See also, Luke xxiv. 12 ; John xx. 5,
11, where it is rendered,—stooping doum ] The per-
JSect law of liberty : i.e. the G.

27. To visit: rather, To take care of ; as critics generally.

* Wakefield trs., in the first edition of hls N. T. (which he after-

. wards unwillingly altered),—Wuh. whom is no parallax or tropical

shadow ; and asks, ¢ Why should we attempt to rob the sacred
wnters, of such science as they possessed ?”’

t “Hence the philosophers say, that two ears were given to
man, but only one tongue; and while the first were broad and
open, the last was fenced in with a hedge of teeth, to keep it with-
in due bounds.” Grouua.
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Caar. 1L

1. Have not the faith,* &c.: or, Hold not your glorious faith
in our Lord J. C. (or, Ctny.) “i.e. do not think you hold
it rightly, while cherishing these partialities.” Benson.
Wekefield. Whitby. Priestley. [The C.V. inserts the
Lord without authority and without necessity.]

4. Are ye not then ® &c. : McKnight trs.,—Do ye not make
a difference within yourselves, < i. e. in your minds, be-
tween them ?’——Judges of evil thoughts: or, judges
Jrom false principles £ : Priestley. Judges,who reason ill :
Beza. Doddridge. '

5. Rich in faith: C. V. But rich in faith: Wakefield. To
be rich in faith : McKnight. Imp.V. :

9. Are convinced of the law : rather, Are convicted of trans-
gression by this law : Wakefield, Doddridge, Imp. V., &c.

10. He is guilty of all: ¢ i. e. he tramples on the authority
of the lawgiver, who appointed the whole.” Benson.
Doddridge. Harwood. See next vs. He is guilty of show-
ing disrespect to all: Imp.V. He is liable to the punish-
ment of offending in all: Newcome. The Jewish doctors
affirmed, that by the careful observance of any one pre-
cept of the law, men secured to themselves the favor of
God, however negligent of the rest. They therefore
recommended to their disciples, the making choice of
some particular precept, in the practice of which they
were to exercise themselves. Whitby says, ¢ That they
commonly chose either the law of the sabbath, or, of the
sacrifices, or, of the tythes ; esteceming these, the great
commandments of the Law.”

18, Mercy rejoiceth against judgment: or,  exults over
Judgment, viz. to him who shows mercy.” McKnight.
14. Can faith save him ? Faith is evidently to be taken
through the residue of this Ch., for a bare assent to, or
profession of, the principles of religion. So, Schleusner,
——¢ the naked perception of the Cn. truth.’t :

18. Without thy works : ¢ Many printed editions of the Gr,

® McKnight and Ros. read this vs. interrogatively.
1 ¢ Nuda cognitio religionis Christiang.”
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N.T. read here,—from or by thy works ; which many
think the true text. ‘The two clauses are thus in exact
antithesis. Wakefield trs.,—Thox canst not show me
&c. “Thisis what the Gr. (—shew) virtually imports.’;
19. The devils also : properly, The demons also : Wakefield,
Farmer. Wetstein. See N., 1 Cor. x. 20, where the same
Gr. word is used. F. supposes an allusion to Job xxvi.
5, which he renders,—Thke giants (or, ghosts of the dead)
tremble under the waters, together with their host. He
adds, ¢ The ap. does not appear to be advancing any new
doctrine in respect to demons, but rather to be arguing
with thé persons to whom he writes, on their own prin-
ciples.”
26. Without the spirit: rather, Without breath: Wakefield.
Harwood. Imp. V. -

Caar. III.

1. Be not many masters : rather, Be not many vf you, teach-
ers: as all Trs. We skall receive : t. e. we shall be
liable thereto, inasmuch as it is a responsible station.

2. We offend all : rather, We all of us slip or stumble :
Benson. Schleusner. McKnight ; an image, taken from
persons who walk carelessly, or upon uneven ground.
So, next clause,—if any man stumble not, &c. A per-
JSect man: See N., 1 Cor. ii. 6 ; Phil. iii. 15.

"4. The governor : “1.e. the director or pilot.” Wakefield.
McKnight. The steersman : Doddridge.

6. A world of iniquity : * This is an image of the same

. kind with a sea of troubles. So Milton speaks of an uni-
verse of death, and a world of woe.”” Benson. McKnight.®

The course of nature: rather, The wheel of life :
Wakefield. Benson.——Set on fire of hell: “ The ap.’s
words here are like what the poets have said, concern-
ing wicked men being agitated by the torches of the fu-
ries.”” Benson.

12. Both yield salt water and fresh: Griesbach, Grotius,

* The Syriac Tr. runs,—/And the wicked world is the word ;
which, as Whitby thinks, makes both the sense and the similitude
clear: in the view of other critics, it mars the comparison.
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Benson, and Wakefield, follow some important Gr. MSS,,
which read,—In like manner, sea-water cannot produce
that which is fresh. This amends the sense, and pre-
vents a repetition of the figure (vs. 11). Wakefield trs.,
—No more than a salt spring can supply fresh water.

14. Glory not and lie not,* &c.: “ Do ye not causelessly
boast, in arrogating to yourself, contrary to truth, the
title of wise men P’ Ros. Griesbach also gives this in-
terrogatively.

15. Devilish : or, Demoniacal: McKnight. Imp. V.

18. The fruit of righteousness is sown, &c.: * . e. from this
desire of peace, which they cultivate, many other vir-
tues spring, as its fruits.” Ros. Wakefield renders,—
The peaceable fruits of righteousness are sown for the
practisers of peace. So also, Doddridge and Pyle,—for,
not by, them, &c.

Cuar. 1IV.

1. Wars and fightings : ¢ They mistake, who trage in this
the first rudiments of Jewish rebellion against the Ro-
mans ; for such did not appear until after the date of
this Ep. But the strifes of family, sect, and town, are
hereby denoted; which did not imply the din of wea-
pons.” Ros. - I

4. Adulteress and adulteresses : Benson, Doddridge, and
Grotius, take these words in a figurative or spiritual
sense ; to wit, ¢ who thus violate your engagements of
fidelity to God.” “ Wickedness in general, and especial-
ly idolatry, are often described in SS. by this term.” B.

5. The scripture saith in vaint: The common opinion is,
that this vs. has suffered from the ‘negligence of tran-
scribers, (there being no such passage as the next clause)
-and that the true version is,—Do ye think that the scrip-
ture speaketh falsely * (viz. in condemning such a tem-
per.) Does the spirit which dweileth in us, stir up to en-

® ¢ To lic against the trutk, is a pleonasm ; like Rom. ix. 1; 1
John i. 6. Grotius.

t “ This place, if any one, has tortured interpreters, and been
tortured by them in turn.’ Wolf.
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vy ?: Thus, Hammond, Whitby, Pyle, Wakefield, Imp.
V., &c.—* Semler concludes this quotation to be from
an apocryphal book, well known to those Hellenistic
Jews, to whom he wrote, called the Will of Simeon ; and
which would not be more strange, than Peter (in his
second Ep.) and Jude, quoting from the book of Enoch.
It is there said,—¢Envy ruleth the whole mind of
man, and permits him neither to eat, drink, or do any
thing well ; it prompts to stab him who is the object of
envy, &c.” Ros.

6. But he giveth : rather, Nay, but it (viz. the spirit) giveth
more abundant favor : Imp. V. So, other interpreters.
He saith : rather, It saith : i. e. the Scripture.

7. Resist the devil : ¢ Defeat the attacks of the false accu-
ser, and he will cease to assail you.”” Harwood.

11. Speaketh evil of the law, &c.: “i.e. you really judge
and condemn the law itself, which forbids those practi- -
ces; to wit, those calumnious habits.”” Priestley. Har-
wood. McKnight and Benson refer the words preced-
ing (speaking evil of and judging a brother) to matters of
conscience, or points which Ctny. has made indifferent.
¢ The Law, i.e. the G. ; the law of liberty. See i. 25, ii.
12.” M.and B. :

12. There is one lawgiver : Many Gr. MSS., and the Ara-
bic, Syriac, and Vulgate Trs. add—and judge ; which
most critics adopt, as the true text. )

15. If the Lord will, we shall live : or, If the Lord will, and
we live, then let us, &c.: Imp. V. Benson. Wakefield.

16. Ye rejoice in your boastings : * i. e. vaunt yourselves in
your proud speeches about futurity.” Benson. Wake-
field trs.,—Ye boast in your presumption.

17. To do good: “i.e. what is right, viz. in respect to
futarity.” Grotius. McKnight.

Cuar. V.

1. For your miseries : “i.e. in the impending siege and de-
struction of Jerusalem, whose approach was pointed out

45
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by the signs specified in our L.’s prophecy, Matt. xxiv.”
Priestley.® McKnight.

8. Ye have heaped treasure : The Syriac Tr., which Wake-
field follows, connects as it were fire with this sentence,
—Ye Rave laid up treasures to be as fire unto you, in the

. last dayst ; Whitby, and McKnight render,—Ye Aave
treasured up (viz. misery) for the last days, i.e. against
the destruction of your country, which is at hand.

4. The Lord of sabaoth : or, of hosts: as most Trs. So,
Rom. ix. 29.

5. In a day of slaughter: or, % As on a festival-day, i. e.
when animals were liberally sacrificed.” Grotius. Beza.
Benson.

6. The just : By which term, most critics understand Jesus
Christ to be meant, of whom the same is used, Acts iii.
14, vii. 52, xxii. 14. McKnight, Wakefield, and Imp. V.,
tr. accordingly,—The just one. Le Clerc, Benson, and
Ros. interpret the just or righteous man, asa general ex-
pression ; meaning, those Cns. who were the subjects
of Jewish persecutiopn.

8. The coming of the Lord : Priestley is perhaps alone, in
referring this to the final judgment. (See N. Rom. xiii.
11.) Ros. seems to understand it of ‘the time of death’ ;
but interpreters, most generally, of the destruction of Je-
rusalem.

9. Grudge not one against another : Doddridge, Benson,
and Beza, tr. this,—Groan not secretly against each other,
¢ 4. ¢. as expressing hereby, a suppressed impatience.”
Schleusner explains it,—* to spread unfavorable reports.’
Newcome trs.,—Grieve not for one another, i. e. the af-
flictions you mutually suffer.”——Lest ye be condemned :
1. e. Lest God punish you.

11. We count them happy : * The Papists, to countenance
their practice of ¢ making saints,’ tr. this sentence,—Be-
hold, we beatify those who suffer with constancy.” Benson.
~—The end of the Lord : or, What the Lord did in the
guli d Imp.V. The issue of the Lord’s dealing : Wake-

eld.

* P. adds, ¢ That though the main sart of the E&. was address-
ed to Cn. Jews, the first of this Ch. respects the unbelievers
among them ; especially the rich, luxurious, and oppressive.”

t By which phrase, understanding, ¢ the day of judgment.’
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14. Anointing him with oil : Lightfoot shows, from the
Jewish writisgs, that this was an ordinary medicinal ap-
plication to the sick, and that by the Jews, anointing and
charming were used together.— The Romanists build
upon this passage, their sacrament of eztreme unction on the
death-bed, for the cleansing of the soul.” Wolf, Whitby,
Benson, &c. B. observes, ¢ That this was a practice of
the aps., on their mission, during our S.’s ministry,
(Mark vi. 13.)

16. Effectual: Which most trs. and critics render,—in-
wrought, or inspired. The Gr. will bear this version,
and the clause (as is observed) is otherwise tautological.

20. And hide a multitude of sins: Whether this blessing is
to be referred to the converter or the converted, may
be hard to say. Hammond and Whitby take the former
sense, (to which Doddridge also leans) ; Grotius, Beau-
sobre, Benson, Schleusner, and McKnight, the latter.*

* Wakefield trs.,— Will séve his own .wﬁl, &e.



THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PETER.

Cuar. L

1. To the strangers scattered : Who are described by this
appellation, is, by no means, agreed. (1.) These Eps.
were addressed to none but Jews, in the judgment of
Grotius, Beza, Hammond, Cave, and Schleusner. (2.)
To gentiles only, say Wetstein and Sykes. (3.) Both
were included, as Lardner, Wolf, Doddridge, and Mc-
Knight infer, on the ground that some passages suit on-
ly the one, and some, only the other. C

8. Elect—of Jesus Christ : “ Who have been called to the
faith of the G., according to the original design of God the
Father, in a new coVenant, confirmed not by the blood
of brute-emimals, but by that of Jesus.”” Priestley’s par.

5. Through faith : “1. e. during your faith.” Benson.

7. Being much more precious :  i. e. your principles being of
infinitely superior worth.” Harwood. The Imp. V. trs.,—
Which ts a much more precious proof than that of gold,
which perisheth, though proved by fire. Benson and Grotius
also, connect precious with the ¢trial,’ or, ¢ proof’ of
faith ;3 not, with ¢the faith’ itself.

9. The end of your faith: or, The reward of your faith:
Benson. Beza. Schleusner. ' )

10. Of the grace : “ . e. the great blessings.” McKnight.
¢ The favor of having the G. preached unto you.” Ben-
son. .

11. Thke spirit of Christ: (1.) Whitby and Doddridge sup-
pose this, ¢ Christ’s own spirit, which he communicated
to the prophets.” But this is the least likely, and the
rarest interpretation. (2.) ¢ The spirit, which, through
the prophets, presignified the time and circumstances of
Christ’s sufferings.” Grotius. Imp. V. (38.) “ The same
divine spirit which inspired the prophets first, and after-
wards dwelt more fully in Christ.”” Priestley. Pyle. Gilpin.

" (4.) Perhaps, however, the words have no reference to
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our S. whatever, and may simply mean,—the spirit of an
anointed one, i. e. the prophetical spirit.” Jn. Simpson.
See Ns., Heb. xi. 26 ; Acts iv. 26.

12. The angels desire to look into: ¢ or rather, the messen-
gers: i. e. the prophets just spoken of (vs. 10.) Comp.,
in proof, Matt. xiii. 17 ; Luke x. 24, where this is affirm-
ed of kings, prophets, and righteous men.”” Jn. Simpson.*
The Imp. V. gives a similar, but less natural explanation.

18. At the revelation of Jesus Christ: “i.e. his second
coming.” Priestley, Pyle, &c.

14. In your ignorance : “ Which fixes the application of this
passage to gentile Cns.” Priestley. Benson. P. adds,
% The Jews are never spoken of as ignorant, but as
abusing their superior knowledge.”

17. In fear : or, With pious reverence: Ros.

18. Redeemed: “ i. e. delivered from your former state of
heathenism, prejudice, and vice, by the G. ; which was
ratified by the death of Jesus, (vs. 19.)” Imp.V.——From
your vain conversation, &c. : C. V. From your unprofitable
course of life, delivered down from your fathers: Wake-
field. ¢ From that idolatrous and wicked course of life,
in which you were educated.” Benson.

20. Before the foundation of the world : Comp. Ns., John
viii. 58, xvii. 5.

21. Who, by him : ¢1. e. who, through his G.” McKnight.

22. Through the spirit: ‘ Which truth was ratified by the
effusion of the spirit.”” Harwood. .

28. By the word of God, whick liveth, &c.: McKnight trs.,
—Through the word of the living God, which remaineth
Sorever.

25. But the word : or, declaration: Wakefield ; who trs.
the next clause,—and the gospel which hath been preach-
ed to you, is that declaration.

Caar. II.

1. As new-born babes : * Which title, the Rabbins applied to
gentiles who were proselyted to Judaism.” Wolf. Wets'n.

# Le Clerc interprets of ¢the time of the last judgment,’ what
the angels or messengers are ignorant of, yet desire to know. -
45%
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2..If so be: rather, Since ye have: Benson, Wakefield,
1mp. V., &c.

4, 5. Aliving stone—lively (properly—living® : as all Trs.)
stomes : “ The Cn. church was not an edifice of lifeless
materials, as was the terple of Jerusalem ; but a spirit-
ual building, consisting of the members of Christ’s body,
living by the spirit communicated from their head (Eph.
iv. 16 ; Col. ii. 19).” Whitby.

7. Disallowed : or, Rejected : Ps. cxviii. 22.

8. And a stone of stumbling, &c.: Isa. viii. 14. McKnight
trs.,—Also a stone—offence. The disobedient stumble a-
gainst the word, to whick, (viz. punishment) verily they
were appointed. “To which (prejudice and infidelity)
they were wilfully and habitually disposed, (as Acts xiii.
48).” Pyle. .

9, 10. A chosen generation, &c. : See Pref. to the Eps.——
Were not a people : “ This being addressed to gentile
Cns.” Priestley. Benson. This prophecy (Hos. ii. 23),
Paul applies to them, Rom. ix. 25. :

11. Strangers and pilgrims: “ The one denotes those dwell-
ing ;—the other, those travelling out of their own land.
From their present, literal condition (comp. i. 1), he
takes occasion to remind them of the universal lot of
mankind, to whom this equally applies.” Grotius.

12. Conversation : i. e. course of life. Day of visitation :
1, e. a season of persecution and trial ; as most exposi-
tors. “ In a day of inquiry, i.e. when you are exam*ned
for imputed disobedience to the government.” Wakefield.
Hammond. This opinion, it is observed, agrees very well
with the context. ¢ At that time, when_ those gentiles
see that the Cns. alone escape from the calamities, which
will fall upon the Jews for their seditious and turbulent
conduct.” Grotius. ¢ The day when God, in his mercy,
shall bring them to the Cn. faith; when, knowing you
better, they will do justice to that.” Ros.

18. Every ordinance of man : ¢ Every civil constitution.”
Harwood.

* The Gr. is the same in both cases; and the writer's image and
nlhu'}on is marred by this causeless change in the version of
our Trs.

ok
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14. That are sent by him: “i.e. commissioned; the R.
governors of the provinces, at a distance from the capi-
tal.” Wakefield.

16. As free, and (or, yet) not using, &c.: “ The Jews af-
. fected political independence, boasting that God alone
was the King of Israel. Which leads Peter to say, that
their Cn. liberty was not to be made a pretext for dis-
claiming all subjection to human laws; as those Jewish
Chns. used it, who hoped for the political reign of the M.
on earth.” Ros. Pyle.

17. Honor the king : i. e. the R. emperor; who wasknown, -

in the provinces, says McKnight, by this title.

19. For conscience toward God: “i. e. a regard to the di-
vine will.” Benson.

23. But committed himself, &c.: The Vulgate Tr. (follow-
ing, it would seem, a various reading of the original)
runs thus,—and delivered himself up to the unjust judge.
Wakefield says, ¢ This is an admirable reading; the
ap., thus exhibiting, as-it were, in due series, his mas-
ter’s sufferings. But he concludes, * that it does not
rest on sufficient authority, to be adopted into the text.”

24. Who himself bare our sins : or, bare away : Carpenter.
Imp. V. “%. e. he removed and took them away * ; as he
is said, to bear our sicknesses when he healed them by
his miraculous power, Matt. viii. 17.” Priestley. Imp. V.,
See N., Matt. viii. 17. Grotius- thus comments; ¢ He
so slays our sins, as those who are fixed to the cross, are
wont to be slain. See, for a like mode of expression,
Col. ii. 14; Rom. vi. 6; Gal. ii. 20, v. 24. But here
the comparison is not fully expressed. For Christ did
not, strictly, at his death, take away our sins; but he
was the means, whereby they were taken away. For
the cross of Jesus is the foundation of preaching ; as is
preaching, of repentance. Repentance truly takes away
our sins with their body, (or, bodily) 4. e. entirely ; this
word referring not to Christ, but our sins:—* As his body
was slain upon a cross, so our sins are, as it were, slain
on a cross.’” The members expressing a comparison,
are often omitted, which makes the expression stronger.”

* Wakefield trs.,—carried up our sins himself, in his own body, to
the cross. :

Flies N
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25. Bishep : or, Overseer : Benson. Newcome. McKnight.
Guardian : Wakefield. Imp. V. (Comp. Ezek. xxxiv. 11,
238 ; John x. 11, 14.)

Cuar. 111,

1. May, without theword: “ Without entreaty ; of their own

. accord.” Ros. “ Without having the G. further preached
unto them.” Benson. Gilpin: “s.e. by their example
merely.” “Without contentious loquacity ; which foments
quarrels, and alienates the husband both from the wife and
from the Cn. faith.” Wetstein. Priestley thinks, ¢ That
this part of the Ep. respects the case of women, whose
husbands were not Cns. ; of which there must have been
examples, as also of the reverse. This was productive
of so much inconvenience, that Paul strongly advises
against contracting such marriages.”

2. With fear : i. e. respectful defereuce.

8. Wearing of gold: i.e. gold chains or necklaces. Dod-
dridge and Benson quote from classical heathen authors,
(as Plutarch, &c.) several passages, to the same effect
with the advice in these vvs.

6. Are not afraid with any amazement: Wakefield trs.,—
And alarmed by no terrors; which gives to this clause, a
sense, at once, clear and free from mystery. But the
place has given rise to diverse, and some of them singu-
lar, comments. Doddridge, Whitby, Priestley, and Pyle,
hint, “ That this refers to the instance, in which Sarah
acted beneath her character, when, through fear and sud-
den amazement, she denied having laughed at the angel’s
prediction (Gen. xviii. 15).” Benson says, “ He can dis-
cern nothing of the sort, and thinks it would be very sin-
gular, if it were so.”” “Being dutiful, freely and cheer-
fully 5 not from the constraint of fear.”” Schleusner.
Grotius says: “ And not being terrified with the fear
of being robbed of your chastity, which the officers
in the provinces often threatened ; in like manner, as
Sarah did not yield to the passion of Abimelech (Gen.
xx, 1-14).”

7. According to knowledge : “ i. e. as becomes Cns.” Ros.
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Be not hindered : 3. e. unkind treatment will lead
to reproaches and quarrels, which must mar the good
effect and acceptableness of your devotions.”” Grotius.—
Wakeficld, with Benson and Ros., follows Griesbach, in
giving a new punctuation to this vs., which improves the
sense : Likewise, ye husbands, live with your wives, under
a conviction of the greater weakness of the female vessel ;
giving them honor also, as being, &c.
9. Contrariwise blessing : or, On the contrary, giving good
words : Wakefield. So, Harwood and Benson.
11. Eschew : i. e. turn away from. Ensue it : or,, Pur-
sue it. [Both these are obsolete words.]
14. And be not afraid of their terror : a Hebraism.
¢4, e. their most formjdable threatenings.” Benson. And
be not struck with fear of them: Imp.V.

15. To every man that asketh you: “ James has here in .

mind, heathen magistrates chiefly.” Ros. Meekness
and fear : or, Gentleness and respect : Wakefield.

18. Put to death—but quickened, &c.: “ Dying indeed as
to this frail life, but restored again by that divine power,
which had attended his ministry.” Gretius. .

19, 20. By which also he went : properly, By which, after
he was gone, he preached to the spirits in prison: Imp. V.;
by the h. s., after his ascension, imparted to his aps.
(see vs. 22), he preached to imprisoned spirits* (or, per-
sons), i. & to the gentile world, who were in bondage to
idolatry, ignorance, and vice. Thus he proclaimed lib-
erty to the captives (Isa. xlii. 6,7, xlix. 9, Ixi. 1, 2). He

preached, not to the self-same persons, but to persons of °

a like cast and character, with those to whom Noah
preached, while the ark was building ; who then indeed,
preached with little effect.” This is Grotius’ solution,
which Priestley, Wakefield,t and others, follow ; the on-

* Hammond and Whitby take in the same figurative sense, this
phrase, and refer also to the same passages from Isajah (above quo-
ted), in illustration. By the spirils in prison, Lord Barrington un-
derstood Noah’s family shut up in the ark! ~But, as others notice,
they could not well be called ¢ disobedient.’

t W.s version sets this sense in a clearer view: ¢ In which in-
deed he went and K:enched to the minds of men in prison ; who
were also hard to convinced in former times ;—when the pa-
tience of God continued waiting, &¢.’
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ly one, which throws light on this obscure and entangled
e. The Tmp. V. adds, “ The writer is contrasting
the success of the G., with the inefficacy of Noah’s
preaching, under the direction of the same spirit of God.”
Were saved by water : . e. bearing up the ark which
enclosed them.” McKnight. ¢ Carried safely through
the flood.” Benson. Gilpin. Pyle, similar : ¢ Out of or
Jrom the water’ ; as by the fire (1 Cor. iii. 15) sheuld be
rendered, ¢as out of the fire.’” ¢ Amidst the waters.”
Grotius. Ros.

21. The like figure whereunto, even baptism: “ And Cn.
baptism beareth some resemblance to the ark ; in that
it saveth us, Cns., from the common destruction; by
which baptism, I do not mean the washing off the pol-
lution of the body, &c.” Benson’s par. :

Crar. IV.

1. Hath ceased from sin:  Hath freed himself from its so-
licitations.” McKnight.
4. Sﬁealdng evil of you : “i.e. reproachfully, for your
change ef conduct.” Benson.
5. Who will : or, But they will, &c.: Wakefield. Imp. V.
6. That are dead : * The gentilo Cns. are here understood 3
spoken of vvs. 8, 4 ; whose moral state is often thus ex-
ressively described. Comp. Eph. ii. 1,2.” McKnight.
oddridge. Pyle. ¢ Believers have devoted themselves
to Christ, and may be said to, therefore, to death.”
Wetstein. According to men— According to God, &c. :
% They may be condemned to death in the body, but
they live to God in the spirit.”” Wetstein. McKnight.
“ That they might be subject to censure for the life they
lived according to the lusts of men, (.e. ¢in the flesh’)
and live a spiritual life, according to the will of God.”
Priestley.* -
7. The-end of all things: “Of the temple, of the law, of

* Wakefield trs. the whole vs.,—For this indeed was (the effect) of
the preaching of the G. to the dead, that some will be punished as car-
nal men ; but others lead a spiritual life unto God, i.e. meaning by
the living, Cns. ; and by the dead, unconverted gentiles.”
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the' Jewish state.” McKnight, Benson, Pyle, &c.—
Watch unto prayer : C. V. Watchful in prayer : Wake-
field.

8. Fervent charity amongst yourselves : properly, A fervent
love for one another : Wakefield. Benson. McKnight.

10. The gift: “i.e. spiritual gifis of any kind.” Whitby.
Priestley. McKnight. Grotius explains it, of ¢ all bodily
or niental endowments.’

11. As the oracles of God: McKnight adds,—require.
Minister : (viz. to the poor and distressed). The pres-
byters and deacons of the churches are designated in
these clauses.

12. The fiery trial: The approaching persecutions, * A
metaphor, taken from the process of trying the worth of
metals by fire.” Doddridge.

14. The spirit of glory and of God: Wakefield trs.,—the
glorious and powerful spirit of God. “If you sustain
with fortitude, adversity for the sake of your religion, it
is a token, that you are endowed with a singular firm-
ness of mind, truly divine.” Ros.

15. 4 busy body in other men’s matters: C.V. A designer
upon others : Wakefield.

17. Judgment : “i.e. severe calamities.” Benson. The
house of God: “i. e, the Cn. church, which is now the
Jamily or people of God, as the Jews were formerly.

See 1 Tim. iii. 15 ; Heb. iii. 2, 5, 6.)” Benson. Pyle.
arwood. That obey not: 1. e. the perverse, unbe-
lieving Jews.

18. Scarcely be saved: ¢ If the believing Jews shall, with
difficulty, escape the destruction of their city.”” McKnight.
So, interpreters generally. The ungodly and the sin-
ner appear ?: 1. e. they will assuredly be destroyed.”
Ros. “ How dreadful must these judgments be upon the
infidel and obstinate part of the nation.” Pyle.

19. Them that suffer : « The victims of this persecution.”
Priestley.

Caar. V.

6. Humble yourselves therefore: *i.e. in this present time
of p_emcution and distress.”’ Benson.
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8. The devil : rather, the false accuser : Harwood. Imp. V.
The calumniator: Jn. Simpson. Wakefield trs. (both
words)—Your slanderous adversary.- “ Your wicked ad-
versaries and malicious accusers (i.e. the unbelieving
Jews) sleep not; they are on the watch for you, as their

rey.” Benson. ¢ The enemies of Ctny. in general.”
;riestley. JIn. Sil'anson. The lattef quotes many passa-
ges from the O. T., in which human adversaries are de-
scribed by the images, a lion roaring for his prey, or
greedy for his prey.

12. As I suppose : « This form of speech is not the language
of one, doubtful as to another’s character, but is con-
sistent with the firmest persuasion. Comp. Rom. iii. 28
viii. 18.” Ros. Benson. Doddridge. ¢ In my estimation.”
Harwood. The true grace : or, The true gospel : Mc-
Knight. Imp. V.

18. The church—at Babylon : What was the place here re-
ferred to, is by no means agreed. (1.) By some, Babylon -
in Egypt is bere understond. (2.) By several critics,
Peter is supposed to mean the most celebrated city of
that name, Babylon in Assyria; as Lightfoot, Wetstein,
Beza, and Benson. Against which, it is urged, on the
authority of Strabo, that this city was nearly, if not
quite, demolished. (8.) The more current opinion, is
that of Grotius, Hammond, Whitby, Lardner, and oth-
ers,—uviz. that under this name was figuratively described,
Rome ; called, as many think, Babylon, by John in the
Revelation, (Ch. xvii. xviii.)




THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PETER.

Cuar. L

1: The righteousness of God: or, The benignity: Ros.
Harwood. Through the justification (i.e. the method
of justifying provnded by) of God, &c.: Newcome. Imp.
V. Benson.

8. According as: or, Certainly : MecKnight. For : Wake-
field. See N. To glory and virtue: This seems to
be thought a Hebraism. By a glorious kindness : Ros.
Wakefield. ¢ By his glorious power.’ Pyle.

- 4. Of the divine nature : “ Transformed into the image of -
God’s moral perfections.” Doddridge. The corrup-
tion—in the world, &c.: Wakefield trs.,—after escaping
destruction from worldly lusts. /

5. To your faith, virtue: properly, fortitude, or courage ;
¢ to wit, in the profession of this faith ;’ as all interpreters.

8. In the knowledge: *“From these virtues, it may be
known, that you have the true knowledge of this- reli-
gion ; that, which is not empty and without fruit.” Ros.

9. And cannot sec afar off : strictly, Shutting up his eyes :
Benson. Wolf. Wakefield That he was purged:
¢4, e. the vows he made at his baptism.” McKnight.

18. In this tabernacle : Paul uses the like image, 2 Cor.
v. 1. Peter is supposed to allude (next vs.) to our S.’s
prediction, John xxi. 18.

16. The power and coming : “ An Hebraism for ¢ the pow-
erful presence.’ ” Grotius. Ros. “ We informed you of.
the life and mission of J. C., which was approved and
signalized by a train of splendid miracles.”* Schleusner.
Harwood. Ros.

* Several critics refer this to the second coming of Jesus; the
last clause, however, is clearly to be understood (as all admlt)
of his4ransfiguration, and the bu¢ has no propriety or force, ex-
cept upon the interpretation given above.
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19. A more sure word of prophecy : properly, The word of

ophecy more confirmed : all Trs. and critics ; 1. e. con-
rmed by this (vs. 17) and other miracles. The language
of our Trs. implies a superior force in the evidence from
rophecy ; for which there is no foundation.
gi’hrnmto: viz. to the prophetic writings. A light—
in a dark place : Such was the Jewish people, to whom
this light was confined, in respect to the whole heathen
world. “ The intimations of the ancient prophets were
obscure and dim, till confirmed by Ctny.” Priestley.
The day-star : “ So our S.s coming was described,
Luke i. 78. See also Rev. xxii. 16.” Pyle.

20. Is of—private interpretation : Therc are several ex-

-t

ications given of this clause: (1) “ Not of private
suggestion, impulse, or invention.”” Grotius. Whitby.
Doddridge. (2) “ The prophets were not interpreters
of their own predictions, nor did.they often, or in any
great degree, themselves understand them: They were
the passive subjects of a divine afflatus.” Wetstein.
Priestley. Schleusner. (8) % No prophecy is obvious of
itself, but is explained by its accomplishment.” Ros.
Pyle. Imp. V.

Cuar. I1.*

. False teachers among you : “ The Judaizing Cns.” Pyle.

¢ The Nicolaitans ;” [a sect of the first century.] Whit-
by. ¢ The Gnostics.” Hammond. Priestley. The
Lord that bought them : “ They who take this to mean
J. C., greatly mistake. It was the Father, the Lord of
the whole world, of whom alone this is said. See Deut.

* The. second Ep. of Peter was among the disputed books of
Christian antiquity ; 4. e. it was not admitted early or readily into
the Canon. The doubts of its genineness were then, as well as
since, among modern critics, founded on the peculiar style and
character of this Ch. Doddridge says, ¢ This description seems to
be taken from some Jewish writer, who had thus pourtrayed falsc
prophels of his own time, or who had lived before him. This will
explain the t resemblance between this Ch. and the Ep. of
Jude, which is noticed hy all.”
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xxxii. 6. Pyle. So Michaelis, Clarke, Wetstein,
Whitby, and Benson, who remark, that ¢ The Gr. word
denotes in the 88S., none but the Father.” See (in the
N. T.) Luke ii. 29 ; Acts iv. 243 2 Tim. ii. 21; Jude,
vs. 4. Damnable heresies : or, destructive opinions :
Wakefield.

8. Now of a long time : “1. e. threatened of old, (see Jude
vs. 4.”) McKnight. Wakefield trs. (the whole clause)—
their punishment has been long ready to appear.

4. The angels that sinned : That celestial beings are here
meant, is not the universal opinion. Priestley observes,
¢ That this is all the account we have, as to such a fall
of angels, and as all the other examples here given, are
from the O. T. history, it is far more probable, that this
allusion is to some circumstance related by Moses. He
follows, (as much the most probable) the solution of Jn.
Palmer, viz— That it designates those, who, in the
account of the Antideluvians, are called (Gen. vi.) the
sons of God, (a term which the Septuagint Tr. often
renders—angels,) and who, with the 1est of the old world,
were destroyed in the deluge. This makes the whole
a connected series of examples; the next being that of
Sodom and Gomorrha.” (2.) Jn. Simpson trs.,—the mes-
sengers that sinned. [For his comment, see N., Jude-
vs. 6, (the parallel passage,) which, he thinks, assists much
to elucidate this.] To hell : strictly, Into Tartarus:
Benson. McKnight. Harwood. Sinking them in the
deep: Wakefield. ¢ 'The Greek word (which occurs
only here in the N. T.) is the same which the ancient
g‘oets used, to denote the place where the rebellious

"itans were confined.” McKnight.

5 Noah, the eighth person: “1i. e. with seven others.
‘Benson. Wakefield. The hill where the ark rested, is
called the Aill.of the eighth, or Themanim ; and a village
near it, bears the same name.” Hammond. Whitby.

8. (For that righteous man: Wakefield trs. this vs.—For
that man of undefiled eyes and ears, whilst he dwelt emong
them, was daily tormenting his righteous soul, &c. ~

10. Of dignities: “¢1. e. the civil rulers.’ The Judaizing
teachers are the persons here meant, who kept alive a
turbulent and factious spirit ; holding out the hope of
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deliverance from the R. yoke. Comp. vs. 19.” Ros. So
Lardner and McKnight. Comp. Jude vs. 8.

11. Bring not railing accusation: Comp. Jude vs. 9.
¢ The writer’s allusion here is very dark. Some think
it to be to an apocryphal book now lost. Others think
that he had in his mind, Zech. iii. 1, 2, (which see).
By Joshua, as some of the ancients thought, was meant
the Jewish people, whom Jude might call the body of
Moses, as Paul calls Cns., the body of Christ.” Priestley.

12. As natural brute beasts: i. e. governed only by their
natural appetites.

18. Count it pleasure to riot in the day-time : Schleusner
explains this of ¢daily dissoluteness;’ Grotius,—of the
transitory nature of pleasure, ‘1. e. even for a day.” But
the sense given by Benson and others, is more natural :
~—%¢ They carry their licentiousness even to the extent
of revelling in the day-time ;> which 1 Thess. v. 7 con-
firms.”” See N., 1 Thess. v. 7. Spots and blemishes :
¢ viz. to their Cn. profession.” Ros. Benson. With
their own deceivings : Many Gr. MSS. and early versions
read—in their love-feasts, (see marg. N., page 225,)
which many critics follow, as the true text. This also
better agrees with Jude vs. 12, which see. Ros. renders
(upon this reading)—¢ living luxuriously in their love-
feasts, while partakers with you.” Imp. V. and Benson,
to the same effect.

14. Cursed children: ¢ ¢1i. e. children of a curse;’ liable
to fall under the just judgments of God.” So critics
generally.

15. The way of Balaam : “1i. e. being led under the in-
fluence of the same base passions, to commit the same
base actions. Baalam loved wealth and honor so im-
moderately, that to obtain them, he acted contrary to
the dictates of his conscience.” McKnight. Comp.
Numb. Chs. xxii., xxiii., xxiv. ¢ The ways of unrighte-
ousness are called (Numb. xxii. 7,) the rewards of divina-
tion, which he was eager to obtain.”” Benson.

17. Wells without water : “ As empty as springs quite
dried up.” Pyle.——Clouds, &c.: “ That are gusty, but
bring no rain.”” Ros.——The mist of darkness: or, the
blackest darkness: Wakefield ; i. e. the severest doom.
Comp. Jude vs. 13,
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18. Great swelling words of vanity : “i. e. lofty pretences
as to their religious knowledge.” Benson. Pyle. See
Jude vs. 16. That were clean escaped, &c.: “ Who,
by embracing Christianity, had become thoroughly re-
formed from the sins of idolatry.”” Benson.

22. According 1o the true proverb: “ The first of these
proverbs is found, Prov. xxvi. 11. The latter also is
said to have been common among the ancients; in sense,
it is like Ecclus. xxxiv. 25, 26, which see.” Benson ;
who thinks that Horace alludes to these proverbs.*
Blackwall cites this proverb, as painting with great pro-
priety and strength, inveteracy of habit; and the
odious and sottish manners of the hopelessly depraved.

Caap. 111

1. This second Epistle: Tillotson has followed Grotius in
copjecturing, that this Ch. begins a distinct epistle ; but
to them, this notion is confined. G. indeed supposes
that this whole Ep. was the work of one Simeon, Bp. of
Jerusalem, who became such upon the death of James
the Less, (See N., James i. 1.) Hammond has replied
to this opinion. 3

8. The last days : “1. e. the close of the Jewish polity and
dispensation.” Benson. Harwood. B. adds, % As it was
now about three years only to the destruction of Jeru-
salem, probably some of these scoffers had already
come.” McKnight applies this to ¢ the end of the world.’
The import of the phrase depends, in a degree, on the
interpretation of the following vvs. .

4. Where is the promise, &c.: “i. e. what sign is there of
its fulfilment ?” Benson. For since the fathers fell
asleep : Some tr. this—Ezcept that the fathers (3. e. the
earliest race of men) have fallen asleep.—— All things
continue : “ The course of nature remains the same.”
Ros.

5. Standing out of the water and in the water : * Formed

®#Ep. 1. ii. 26, where speaking of Ulysses, he says, ¢ If he had
“ylelded to the charms of Circe, He had lived like an impure dog,
or a sow that s fond of the mire.” -t
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out of, and consisting (or, subsisting) by means of wa-
ter.” McKnight. Harwood.

6. Whereby: ¢“i. e. The heavens and the earth being so

constituted, as to produce this effect.”” Wetstein. So,
most interpreters.

7. The heavens and the earth reserved unto fire: This is

commonly interpreted of the consummation of all
things ; Benson refers to the Stoics and other heathen
philosophers, and also to some of the Greek and Roman
poets, to show that an opinion existed among them, that
the world was to be destroyed by fire. Yet there are

- those, who take this figuratively. (1.) Priestley says,

‘¢ As the world was once desiroyed by a flood, there is no
reason to believe that it will always retain its present
state. It may therefore be destroyed by fire, or any
other means. But the ap.’s language in this place, is
probably figurative, and only descriptive of those great
changes which will precede the second coming of Christ,
and the commencement of his proper kingdom.” (2)
Hammond, Wetstein, Cave, and Lightfoot, also take it
figuratively ; but refer it to the destruction of Jerusalem
and the Jewish state. In the prophetical language of
the Old Testament, future events are prefigured in a
similar manner, by convulsions in the whole system of
nature.* (Comp. Isa. xxxiv. 4; Ezek. xxxii. 7 ; Joel ii.
10, 30, 31 ; Haggai ii. 6 ; also Matt. ch. xxiv.) See Ns.,
Heb. xii. 26 ; Luke xxi. 25,

9. As a thousand years: Benson, contending against the

opinion of Hammond and others, just noticed, says,
¢ Peter, if he had been speaking of the impending de-
struction of Jerusalem, would bhardly have talked of a
thousand years.” : '

10. The elements shall melt, &c.: Those who interpret the

language of this Ch. as having a literal reference to the
end of the world, do not agree as to what these com-
prehend ; McKnight and Benson say, only the earth and
the surrounding atmosphere. Mede, Wolf, and Whitby
make it to include the whole planetary system.

# These critics apply, of course, the coming, spoken of, vs. 4, to
the subversion of tﬁa Jewish state, [as does Harwood] ; this mue
and the day of the Lord having generally in the N. T., as H. thinks,
this application. .
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11. Ought ye to be : McKnight follows Castalio in placing
the point of interrogation after.be—to be ? Such as by
holy behaviour and godliness are expecting, &c.

18. New heavens and a new earth: The commentators
spoken of, vs. 7, interpret this, of the flourishing, happy,
and peaceful state of the Cn. church, after the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. Whitby concurs with them in this,
though opposed to them on the preceding passage.

15. Is salvation : ¢ That his patience is for the benefit of
us and others ; if we will so improve it.”” Grotius.

16. Hard to be understood : “ Peter does not say, that Paul
treats of this particular subject in all his Eps.; but that
in them all (in some of which he treats of it), there are
difficult places, which have been thus perverted.”
Priestley.

17. With the error f the wielcci'g : ¢4, e. by the deceit of
these lawless teachers.” McKnight. See vs. 3.

18. In grdce, and in the knowledge, &c.:  In the knowl-
edge of the G. of our L. and S., Jesus Christ.” Benson.
Harwood. In the favor and knowledge . of our Lordy
8c. Wakefield. Imp. V. '



THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN.

Caar. I

1. From the beginning: ¢ i. e. of the G. dispensation.”
Benson. McKnight. Whitby. Ros.* Comp. with this pas-
sage, Ns., John i. 1-14. The resemblance, as is ob-
served, between the introduction of the G. and the Ep.
is close, and they mutually explain each other. This
vs., as given in the Imp. V., appears with much more
clearness,—Concerning -the word of Life, him who was
Jrom the beginnming, whom we have heard, &c. ¢ John’s
principal aim, here as in all his writings, was, to refute
the opinions of the Gnostics, and especially of the Doce-
te, who maintained that Jesus was a man only in ap-
pearance ; that he had no real flesh and blood, and
consequently never felt pain.” Priestley. :

2. The Life—that eternal Life: “Jesus is so called, as
being its great teacher and revealer.” Imp. V. ¢ The
revealer of immortality.” Harwood.

6, 7. Darkness—light: “ These terms are repeatedly used
in SS. for ¢ knowledge’ or ¢ felicity ’ on the one hand;
and ignorance or misery on the other.”” Benson. Priest-
ley. P. says, ¢ The Gnostics were, from the first,
charged with licentious practices.” )

7. Cleanseth us from all sin : Confirming or sealing by his
blood or death, the new covenant, in which pardon is
expressly promised to the penitent. ~

8. TAat we Rave no sin: McKnight believes, ¢ That the
ap. has in view here (and vs. 10) the Nicolaitans and
Simonians, who corruptly asserting that under the G.
dispensation no action was forbidden, argued that noth-
ing they were pleased to do, was sinful.”

® Thus, all the best critics ; a strong presumption of the correct-
ness of the same seuse, given to these words, John i. 1.
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10. Make him a liar: or, mistaken ; viz. in shedding the
blood of Jesus for a needless purpose. The term lLiar
is harsh, and conveys an improper sense.” Wakefield.
Make him false : lmp. V. His word is not in us:
¢ Are still utter strangers to his religion.”” Harwood.

Cuar. II.

1. Advocate: ¢ The Gr. word is one of very general im-
port.”* Schleusner. Priestley and others think, ¢ That
it corresponds to patron among the Rs., under whose
protection the client had put himself; so that he was
expected to take his part in general, and if necessary to
plead for him.” ¢ We have a friend, who has done every-
thing which was requisite to assure us of forgiveness 3
and on his declarations we may securely rely.” Car-
penter. .

" 2. Propitiation : * Jesus is such, as his G., by bringing sin-

ners to repentance, averts the divine displeasure.” Imp.
V. See N.1V. 10. .

8. That we know him: “ To *know God, to ¢ be in him,”

to be ‘born of him,’ to ¢ abide in Christ,’ to ¢ know the
truth,’ and the like, are so many expressions to denote
being a Cn.”” Pyle. ¢ The loud boastings which the
Grostics made, of their ¢ knowledge,’ accounts for the
frequent repitition of this expression throughout the
Ep.” Wetstein.

8. A4 new commandment : “ The duty of love to the breth-
ren has something in it, that is peculiar to the Cn. re-
ligion.” Pyle. So, Priestley; who explains ¢ the old
commandment, to be the doctrine of universal virtue, on
which he had been dwelling, (vvs. 3-6).” Hammond,
Whitby, Benson, &c. consider it “ to be the same thing,
which is called both old and new: it was in some re-
spects old, as having been enjoined by the Mosaic law ;
and yet other considerations entitled it to be called new.
Jesus made it peculiarly the badge of distinction between
his disciples and the rest of the world, John xiii. 84, 5.

*1It is the same which is translated, John Chs. xiv. xv. Xvi.,~—

Comforter.
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10. None occasion of stumbling in Aim: C.V. He hath no
cause of stumbling : Irop. V. ¢ There is no danger of his
stumbling in that light.” Benson. !

12. Little children : Beza and Wolf suppose that this ex-
pression has the same large import here, as it seems
clearly to have (vs.1); viz. as embracing the whole
body of Cns., of all agesand characters ;* whom (vs. 13)
he distributes into three classes. To this opinion Mc-
Knight inclines. For his name’s sake : “ Upon your
embracing the G.” Benson.

18, 14. The wicked one: “ Have subdued vicious habits
and inclinations. Jn. Simpson. Perhaps, ¢ triumphed
over persecution.” Imp. V. Harwood refers it ¢ to the
state of Heathenism, in which they had been enslaved.”

16. Lust of the eyes: “i. e. covetousness.” Lightfoot.
Grotius. Benson. Pride of. life: * Derived from all
those objects which minister to vanity.” Wolf. Dodd-
ridge, &c.

18 The last time: ¢ viz. of the Jewish commonwealth.”
Grotius and critics generally. Antichrist : This word
strictly signifies, ¢ in place of Christ,’ 1. e. a false Christ.
¢ We may infer that hereby were meant those false teachers
who were foretold by our L. (Matt. xxiv.) to arise about
the time of the fall of Jerusalem, and who were now
gone abroad. When John mentions these teachers col-
lectively, he calls them, Antickrist, (singular num-
ber,) as Paul in a like manner, uses the expression, The
man of sin. (See N., 2 Thes. ii. 3.) But when John
speaks of these teachers as individuals, he calls them,
many.” Benson. Doddridge takes them to have been
apostates from Ctny. (See vs. 19.)

19. They were not of us: “i.e. sincere professors of the
G.” ﬁarwood.

20. An unction from the holy one : ¢ But it is not necessary
for me to give this warning, for having received the
gifis of the spirit of God, it must be well known to you.”
Priestley.

22. A liar: i.e. the impostor; the same as Anrtichrist
(which follows). That denieth the Father : ¢ Who ate

* The Gr. word (—liltle children) is not the same in these {wo
vvs.; which confirms the conclusion above.
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tested Jesus to be his son by a voice from heaven; and
thus, in effect, they deny them both.” Priestley. .

23. But Re that acknowledgeth: This part of the vs., as
the italics in the C. V. show, is not found in many
copies of the N.T. But, on the other hand, several
MSS. and versions have it. By some critics, it is re-
tained as part of the true text, and by others, rejected
as a marginal note, which, in the lapse of time, was
brought into the text. It expresses, however, only what
the preceding clause contains ; and the question of its
genuineness is of little consequence.

27. And even as it Rath : or, as Wakefield, imperatively,—
So as it taught you, remain therein. So, M’Knight.

29. If ye know, &c.: ¢ God, who is righteous himself, will
acknowledge all that are so, to be his children.” Priestley.

Caap. III.

1. Knoweth us not: “i. e. doth not acknowledge.”” Mc-
Knight. Harwood. [So next clause.]

8. Even as he is pure: The Imp. V. trs.,—Even as Christ
is pure ; and he is here meant, as most critics agree.*
So vs. 5,—he, i. e. Jesus.

8. From the beginning : “i. e. from the earliest mention
of him.” Cappe. See N., John viii. 44.

9. Commit sin: °i. e.-habitually, wilfully;’ as all exposi-
tors. His seed remaineth in him : < 1. e. the principles
received at his moral birth.” Harwood.

15. Is a murderer : © i. e. is actuated by a similar spirit ;
and the law of Ctny. regards the internal thought-or
purpose as the act.” Ros.

16. The love of God: The Imp. V trs.,— Hereby we know
love, because Christ laid down, &c. All critics point him
out, as the antecedent. [See marg. N. below.]

* The antecedent is frequently in this Ep. left to be supplied by
inference ; a striking peculiarity in John's style. :

{ Here note again, the prejudices of our Trs.; since no word is
required to be inserted, to complete the sense. Thus Wakefield~
trs.,~—Hereby we undersiand what love is, since he laid down, &c.
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18. In word,—in tongue : 4. e. fair speeches. These words
mean but the same thing ; a redundancy of terms, com-
mon with this writer.

Caar. 1IV.

1. Every spirit: ¢ By which is to be understood, not the
men pretending to inspiration, nor the doctrines they
delivered ; but the spirit from whence the doctrines
proceeded, viz. whether that of God, of the man him-
self, or of a demon.” Benson. Many, however, take
spirit as equivalent to ¢ teacher.’ ‘

2. Come in the flesh : ¢ i.e. that he was a real man; in
opposition to the Gnostics and Docete, who taught that
he was such in appecarance only.” Priestley. Benson
supposes the same reference.

4. Greater is he that is in you: © The powers that have
been imparted to you by the h. s, give testimony to
your religion, far superior to what these worldly minded *
impostors can pretend to.” Pyle.

5. Speak they of the world, &c. : or, They speak suitably
to the world, and the world listeneth to them: Wake-
field. “ They speak from a worldly principle.” Benson
and McKnight’s par’s.

9. His only-begotten son: See Heb. xi. 17, and N. The
Gr. word properly signifies,—¢ the ouly son that a man’
has ever had.” “ An only child is proverbially consid-
ered an object of peculiar interest and regard. Hence
the Hebrews expressed either or both these ideas, by the
same word.” Jn. Simpson; who observes, that in Ps.
xxii. 20, where our Trs. render,—darling, the Sep-
tuagint Tr. has the Greek word, hefe used. John alone,
of the N. T. writers, applies this epithet to Jesus; the
others, using its equivalent, well-beloved. See N., John
i. 14, page 148.

10. Propitiation : ¢ That this word has not the sense of ap-
peasing or making God propitious, is clear from the first
part of the vs., without further comment.” Carpenter.
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Cuar. V.

t. That is begotten of him : All who bear his image ; true
Cos.

5. That Jesus s the Son of God : Comp. vvs. 1, 4,5. “ The
‘position that the titles Messiak and Son of God are equi-
valent, is in these three vvs. made out by John, with
the precision of a syllogism.” Prof. Everett.

‘6. By water and blood: * i. e. referring to Jesus’ baptism
and to his death,” (as most critics explain it) ; at both of
which, were given signal testimonies to his divine mis-
sion. Priestley, however, rather refers them to one
event; viz. the blood and water, which issued from Je-
sus’ side when it was pierced with a spear, (John xix.
84.) He thinks, “that John’s allusion to this fact
again, shows that he attached importance to it; and it
was probably, as being an evidence to the Gnostics, of the
real humanity of Jesus.”

" 7. [This text requires no comment ; it being (as is familiar

" to all) rejected as spurious, by critics, with nearly uni-
versal consent. ‘It is found in no MSS. copies of an
early date, or of any authority ; in none of the ancient
versions ; nor is it cited by the early ecclesiastical
writers, though to prove the doctrine of the Trinity,
they have quoted the words both before and after. It
first appears in a Latin writer of no credit, in the close
of the fifth century, and by him it is suspected to have
been forged. It has been rejected in many editions of
the N. T., since the Reformation; including those of
Exrasmus and others, and recently, of Griesbach. It is
omitted by Luther in his German version: in the
old English Bibles of Henry VIII., Edward VI., and
Elizabeth, it was printed in smaller type or enclosed in
brackets ; but between 1566 and 1580, it began to be

rinted as it now stands ; by whose authority, cannot be
nown.*]

* It is hardly necessary to mention (after the above) that Caivin,
Bega, and the best critics consider the true import of the words,
as having no relation at all to the doctrine of the Trinity, but that
It is, in effect, the same as the last clause of vs. 8, which see.
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8. The spirit: “ Which has been so liberally bestowed
since his ascension.” Benson.——4gree in one : i. e. in
the same testimony.

16. A sin unto death—a sin not unto death: These ex-
pressions have no relation to spiritual death, as at first
glance they may seem : but John’s * allusion is to those
diseases which were inflicted as a punishment for sin,
and which were often healed by the prayer and anoint-
ing of the elders. They bad the gift of discerning in
what cases the malady would be removed ; 3. e. whether
or not the sin was unto death. So, Benson, Priestley,
Gilpin, &c. Comp. James v. 14-16, which well illustrates
this place.

20. TRAis is the true God : ¢ i. e. Him, whom Jesus came to
announce, o give us instruction respecting, (Joha xiv.
8); not Jesus himself.” Grotius, Clarke, Newcome,
Wetstein, Whitby, and all the best critics. That the
pronoun (— This) often refers to the remote, and not the
nearest antecedent, appears (as they notice) from Actsii.
22, 28, vii. 18,19; 2 John vs.7. McKnight (who evidently
agrees with the above) remarks, “ That a different con-
struction makes confusion in the vs., by confounding
Jesus with the True, from whom he had just been dis-
tinguished.”*

¢ This vs. could never have led to any mistake, but for the ex-
treme pains, which our Trs. have taken to give it a false meaning.
McKnight remarks on their unwarranted introduction of the word
even into the text; and Clarke, Wakefield, &c. tr. the claose, (as
it should have been)—Through his Son, J. C. ; 4. e. we ave in the
ti:“: and worship of the true God, derived through his som, who
the way.



THE SECOND EPISTLE QF JOHN.

1. The eloct lady : To these words, divers interpretations
are given. (1.) Lardner, Beza, and Doddridge (like our
Trs.) suppose a particular female, not named, to be ad-
dressed,—¢ the Cuo. lady.’ (2.) This term has been ex-
plained figuratively, as meaning some Cn. church ; per-
haps, that of Jerusalem. 80, Michaelis, Hammond, Whit-
by, and Pyle. (3.) Grotius, Wetstein, and Wolf, sup-
pose it to mean, ¢ The lady Electa.” (4.) While others
take the Gr. (—lady) to be the proper name, viz. Ky-
ria ; which, they say, was not an unusual name for a
person. The elect may either denote ¢ the excellent’
Kyria, or merely, ¢the Cn. convert.” Benson, Harwood,
Ros., and Schleusner adopt this opinion.

7. That J. C. is come in the flesh: See N., 1 Ep. iv. 8.~—
Deceiver and—antichrist : See Ns., 1 Ep. ii. 18, 22.

9. Hath not God— Hath the Father and the Sox : “ Jesus and
his Father having the same cause and object, a separation
from the true church of Christ, is a separation from the
Father ; a union with it, is an union with both.” Priestley.

10. Neither bid him, God speed : * 1. e. avoid familiarity with
such.” Grotius. Ros. thinks, % That this matron was
a deaconess, who received and entertained travelling
Chns., at the cost and in behalf of the church; and that
John’s caution was very necessary to such persons, since
this hospitality was a virtual admission into the com-
munion of the church, which would be most prejudicigl
to the Cn. cause.”—The Jews were forbidden to say
God speed, to an excommunicated person, or to one
ploughing on the sabbath-day, or on the seventh year ;
or to come within four cubits of an heretic.” Lightfoot.
Woetstein. Whitby.

18. Thy elect sister: “ Your sister, who is an excellent Cn.”
Benson. ¢ The Cn. church I am now with.”” Pyle. See
N,y vs. 1.



THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN.

1. Gaius : This name occurs several times in the N. T.
(See Acts xix. 9, xx.4; Rom. xvi. 23 ; 1 Cor. i. 14.)
Lightfoot, Michaelis, and most critics, thiok that the per-
son here spoken of, from bis generous disposition, was
Paul’s host at Corinth (Rom. xvi. 23).

2. Above all things : rather, Concerning, or with respect to :
Grotius. Beza. Benson. Pyle.

5. To strangers : Grotius thought, that hereby were meant
Cn. Jews, who were driven out of Palestine by the perse-
cution of their countrymen ; or who had been forced
away, by the calamities brought upon that country during
the Jewish war. Some suppose both the brethren and the
strangers were occupied in preaching the G. ¢ The Ro-
manists, to give countenance to their doctrine of pilgri-
mages, tr. this word—pilgrims.” Benson. McKnight.

9. Diotrephes : “ He was some presbyter of the church in
which Gaius was, and perhaps aiming at the vacant bish-
opric.” Grotius. [That he had it in his power to suppress
the ap.’s letters, shows, as it is observed, that he must
have been some officer in the church ; they being gen-
erally first sent to such.] Benson suggests, ¢ That he was
a Judaizing Cn., who could not endure such as preached
the G. to the gentiles, nor would suffer any of his church
to do so.” Erasmus calls him, the founder of a new sect.

Receiveth us not: ¢ Does not acknowledge my
apostolic authority.”” Benson. McKnight. ,

10. And casteth them out : * i. e. those of his own charge,
who wished to entertain the travelling brethren.”” Mi-
chaelis ; and so, most critics.

12, Demetrius : Benson and Priestley think him to be the
bearer of this Ep. Michaelis says, ¢ He was probably

" one of the travellers spoken of, vs. 5 since, if he had
been a resident of the same place with Gaius, he would
have been too well known to him, to need any commen-
dation.” '




THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.

1. Jude—brother of James: From this designation, the au-
thor of this Ep. is commonly believed to be Jude, or Ju-
das, the ap.; but who also bears the names of Lebbeus
and Thaddeus. (Comp. Luke vi. 16 with Matt. x. 33
Mark iii. 18.)

4. Ordained to this condemnation : * Described as proper

. objects of it.” Harwood. Pyle. Or,—* as persons who
should fall under it.” Benson. :

5. Though ye once knew this: C.V. Of what ye know very
well : Benson. Wakefield.

6. The angels which kept not their first estate : See N., 2
Pet. ii. 4. Jn. Simpson understands this of the spies who
were sent out by Moses, to explore the land of Canaan.
.He trs.—The messengers who watched not duly over their
own principality, but deserted their proper habitation, he
kept with perpetual chains, under darkness, unto the judg-
ment of a great day. ‘ These messengers had princi-
palities (they were heads of tribes, Numb. xiii. 1-16) ;
they deserted their proper station, in not heading them

. against the people of the promised land (Numb. xiii. 30,
31); they sinned in this, as well as in the exaggerated
account they brought back of the inhabitants, and in dis-
trusting the promise of Jehovahj for this, they were
struck with judicial blindness of ‘mind,* and in the judg-
ment of the great day, i. e. the day of the plague, (Numb.
xiv. 36, 37) were destroyed.” [Jn. S. thinks, that as the
discourse, both in Peter and Jude, relates in its whole
connexion, to human beings and events in Jewish histo-
ry, that it is wholly unlikely, that a sudden transition
is here made to an unknown order of beings.]

. * «Comp. 2 Peter ii. 4, where the expression literally is,—¢ hav-
ing tartarized them with chains of darkness’; but which, (like
" that in Jude) in its literal import, has no meaning.” Jo. 8.
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7. The vengeance of eternal fire :  Everlasting in its ef-
fects; the cities having been finally destroyed.” New-
come. Benson. Harwood.

8. Filthy dreamers: Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 10.  The Gr. word
does not imply the notion of impurity. The ap. may al-
lude to those dreaming and delirious fancies, by which the
Gnostics corrupted and dishonored their religion.” Whit-
by. [The insertion of filthy by our Trs., is wholly gra-
tuitous and needless ; and no other Trs, or critics ex-
press or imply it.

9. When ke disputed about the body of Moses : What is here
meant, has much puzzled commentators. (1.) Hammond
understands the Jewish church and state, just as Paul calls
the Ca. church, the body of Christ (1 Cor. xii. 27 ; Eph.
i. 23, iv. 12; Col. i. 18), As there is an allusion (so
most critics think,) to Zech. iii. 1,2, and as Michael was,
in popular account, the peculiar guardian of the Jews,
(see Dan. x. 13, 21, xii. 1) the words in that prophecy,
the Lord Aath chosen Jerusalem, have been thought to
favor this opinion. (2.) But Beza, Whitby, Tillotson,
and others, apply this to the natural body of Moses,
dead, which Michael was conveying away for secret buri-
al ; but which the devil sought to hinder, under pre-
tence of doing honor to Moses, by a public burial ; but
in reality, to induce the Hebrews to deify him, and thus
to lure them to idolatry, (38.) Lightfoot says, ¢ The
Talmudists have the relics of a story about Samael or
‘the angel of death having a dispute, as to fetching away
the soul of Moses. Jude, in citing it, only does the same
as Paul, in the mention of Jannes and Jambres (2 Tim.
iiil. 8): viz. alleging what was current, and owned among
the nation, though there was no such thing in scripture ;
but argning with them from their own authors and con-
cessions.” [The ¢devil’ is here the angel of death, and
the lving Moses is meant by his body. Pyle seems,
with Lightfoot, to suppose this to be Jude’s allusion.]

This strange passage has caused, mainly, the doubts
which exist, as to the genuineness of the whole Ep.—
Michaelis says, * Origen found this story, which has so
much the air of a Jewish fable, in one of thejr hooks,
now lost, called the ¢ Assumption of Moses,’ from which,
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he was assured, by ¢areful comparison, Jude made his quo-
tation.”* [Le Clerc, Wetstein, and other critics make
mention of this book.] Newcome adds, ¢ This was prob-
ably taken from an apocryphal book ; though we may
be instructed by the moral, without admitting the fact.”
Durst not bring a railing accusation : Blackwall, whom
McKnight andn%oddridge follow, trs. this,~He would
not or did not presume to bring, &c. ; “ not that Michael
was afraid of the devil, (which the C.V. implies, and is a
very improper idea,) but he held it beneath his dignity.”
Doddridge says, ¢ Dr. Tillotson suggests, that the arch-
angel was afraid the devil would have been too hard for
him at railing.” ‘

11. Of Cain—of Balaam—of Core (properly, Korah) :
Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 15. And perished : or, Are going to
destruction : Wakefield. “ They shall perish in like man-
ner, as Korah, &c.” Harwood. Ros. McKnight.ss—on
Gainsayings : “i.e. rebellion.” McKnight.

12. Spots in your feasts of charity: Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 18,
17. The Gr. word (—spots) primarily means,~—srocks in
the sea. Wakefield, Schleusner, Ros., and Priestley, so
tr. it here, “ i, e. dangerous and noxious men, like hid-
den rocks to the mariner.” Others follow the C. V. as
best according with the parallel place in Peter.
Twice dead : Ros. thinks this an expression of energy
merely,—¢ More than dead,’ or, ¢ twice dead, if it were
possible’ He quotes from Horace, similar turns of
specch. “Being unfruitful for two seasons.” Benson.
“ They have died twice ; once in the Jewish, and a sec~
ond time, in the Cn. vineyard.” McKnight; who sup-
poses, ¢ that the ungodly teachers referred to by the
writer, were mostly of the Jewish nation.”

13. Wandering stars: “ The Jews called their teachers,
stars ; and those in the Cn. church are represented un-
der the same emblem, Rev. i. 20 ; ii. 1.” Doddridge.

* M. adds, “ That another part of this legend is to be found In
another Cn. father ; according to which, Michael was employed .
in burying the body of Moses ; which the devil attempted to hin-
der, saying, ‘that he had murdered an Egyptian, and was not
therefore, worthy of honorable burial.’” This, he says, shows the
mistake of Whitby, &c. (above) as to the natare of the dispute.
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14. Enoch—prephecied of these : Whether this should be
rendered concerning (as our Trs), to, or against these,
critics are not agreed. “ The denunciation, though de-
signed immediately for the people of old, is applicable
to the wicked of every age.” McKnight. Wakefield trs.,
—~—Enoch—was their instructer of old time.  This quo-
tation (vs. 15) is from an apocryphal book, called ¢ The
prophecies of Enoch,’ or perhaps, even from oral tradi-
tion. As the use of letters was unknown in the time of
Enoch, it is clear that he could not have left behind him
any written prophecies.”” Michaelis.

16. Great swelling words : Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 18.

20. Praying in the holy ghost : “i. e. by a spiritual impulse
or dictation.” Benson. Grotius. Or, with an holy mind :
Wakefield. Harwood.

22. And of some have compassion, &c.: Wakefield trs.,—
And make a difference, by rebuking some, and by having
compassion on others ; and others save with fear, &c.*

28. Out of the fire: “ A proverbial expression, as Amos
iv. 11 ; Zech. iii. 2.7 Benson. Grotius. See N., 1 Cor.
iii. 15. Hating even the garments: “ A figure taken
from the prohibition against legal pollutions, (Lev. xv.
4.”) Beza. The allusion is to the facility with which in-
fection (as of the leprosy or the plague) spreads itself,
even by the clothes.

¢ W. says, “ He has made the best he could of this passage, by
the help of versions and MSS.; but who can expect to give per-
* spicuity to every clause of so singular a composition ? "

¥



A TABLE

Of the Times and Places of the composition of the Epistles of the
N. T. as computed by various critics. [Bp. Lloyd’s theory is that
which is adopted in the Public version. Dr. Tomline is well knowan
as the late Bp. of Lincoln; now Bp. of Winchester.]

THE EPISTLES OF PAUL.

Bp. Lloyd.' Bp.Tomline. Lardner. Michaelis.  Places.
1 Thessalonians A.D. 54 62 62 61

2 Thessalonians 54 62 52 51 ﬁoﬁnt:.

. = orinth or
Galatians 58 62 62-3 49 Macedonia.
1 Corinthians 69 56 63 57 Ephesus.

2 Corinthians 60 87 57 58 Macedonia.
Romans 60 68 58 68 Corinth.
Ephesians 64 61 61 64-5

Philippians 64 62 62 65

Colossians 64 62 62 64-6 » Rome.
Philemon 64 62 62 64-6 .
Hebrews 64 63 63 64-6 )

1 Timothy 66 64 66 68  Macedonia.
" Greece or
Titus 65 64 56  51-2 } e .

2 Timothy 66 66 61 66  Rome.
THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES.*
James 164 61-2
1 Peter 64 63-6 60
2 Peter 66 63-6 64
1 John 69 80
' 2 John 69 80-90
3 John 69 80-90
Jude 70 66-66

® ¢« These Eps. derive this title,” says Michaelis, ¢ from their not
being addressed to one community or church in particular ; hence,
they were general or catholic.” The second and third Eps. of John db
not, he adds, come under this description ; but they were always an-

::xed to the first Ep., lest their brevity should endanger their being
st.



CORRECTION OF NOTES

IN THE PRECEDING WORK

Matt. xv. 1, See page 25. “ Asof the two evenings.” What
Grotius had here in view, is only to be conjectured; as the
brevity of his own allusion allows no clue. Perhaps, it might
refer to some Jewish question as to the relative sacredness of
the evening before or after their sabbath; for a like question is
often started among Christians, viz. whether the Saturday or
Sunday evening has the best claim to be religously observed.
But if this surmise be correct, the query arises, what was the
doubtful precept of the Law, which created this point of casuist-
ry? There does not seem to be any thing in the law of the sab-
bath, to which this description can serve.

John ii. 20. See page 159. The relative position of the two
last periods in this Note, tends to the confusion of the sense.
¢« From that time,” (twelfth line,) refers back to the eighteenth
year of his (Herod’s) reign; 1. e. counting from that point in his
reign, (when the rebuilding of the temple began) the sixteem

ears to the birth of Jesus, with the present age of the latter,
then about thirty) makes the requisite number forty siz. Her-
od’s reign is stated to have been ¢ about thirty seven years;’ which
supposes from two to three years, after our S. was born, added to
the periods of eighteen and sixteen, above given. This accords
with history, (Matt. ii. 16, 19.

John xx, 28. See page 218. Beza is cited in this Note for
the opinion of those who regard Thomas’s words as an exclama-
tion, and not an address. A biblical friend, who pointed out this

“error, as he deemed it, was anxious it should be rectified; and
upon consulting what editions of Beza were accessible, it must
be owned, that no evidence can be found for ascribing that
opinion to him. But it was so stated in the Note on very re-
spectable, and surely unsuspicious, authority, viz that of New-
come ; one who cannot be thought to have any bias in favor of
the opinion he has chanced to serve. His integrity no one will
presume to impeach. Beza may have changed his opinion on
the subject, and Newcome have had access to editions of his
N. T.,.which the Compiler has not seen. But it certainly is
somewhat singular, that English critics should in two or three
instances, have thus repeated second-hand (through the medium
of Newcome,) this opinion of Beza; in a country, where the au-
thor himself, it might have been thought, was not placed beyond
consultation at the fountain-head, in every form and shape in
which he had appeared.

Philemon, vs, 20. See page 492. Ros.’s comment under this
Note should have been attached to the first fragment of this vs. ;
not to the last.






Digitzed byGoogle





