






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Digitized by GOOS[G



-
o

I. JOHN. 558

Cuar. V.

t. That is begotten of him : All who bear his image ; true
Cos.

5. That Jesus s the Son of God : Comp. vvs. 1, 4,5. “ The
‘position that the titles Messiak and Son of God are equi-
valent, is in these three vvs. made out by John, with
the precision of a syllogism.” Prof. Everett.

‘6. By water and blood: * i. e. referring to Jesus’ baptism
and to his death,” (as most critics explain it) ; at both of
which, were given signal testimonies to his divine mis-
sion. Priestley, however, rather refers them to one
event; viz. the blood and water, which issued from Je-
sus’ side when it was pierced with a spear, (John xix.
84.) He thinks, “that John’s allusion to this fact
again, shows that he attached importance to it; and it
was probably, as being an evidence to the Gnostics, of the
real humanity of Jesus.”

" 7. [This text requires no comment ; it being (as is familiar

" to all) rejected as spurious, by critics, with nearly uni-
versal consent. ‘It is found in no MSS. copies of an
early date, or of any authority ; in none of the ancient
versions ; nor is it cited by the early ecclesiastical
writers, though to prove the doctrine of the Trinity,
they have quoted the words both before and after. It
first appears in a Latin writer of no credit, in the close
of the fifth century, and by him it is suspected to have
been forged. It has been rejected in many editions of
the N. T., since the Reformation; including those of
Exrasmus and others, and recently, of Griesbach. It is
omitted by Luther in his German version: in the
old English Bibles of Henry VIII., Edward VI., and
Elizabeth, it was printed in smaller type or enclosed in
brackets ; but between 1566 and 1580, it began to be

rinted as it now stands ; by whose authority, cannot be
nown.*]

* It is hardly necessary to mention (after the above) that Caivin,
Bega, and the best critics consider the true import of the words,
as having no relation at all to the doctrine of the Trinity, but that
It is, in effect, the same as the last clause of vs. 8, which see.

47



534 I. JOHN.

8. The spirit: “ Which has been so liberally bestowed
since his ascension.” Benson.——4gree in one : i. e. in
the same testimony.

16. A sin unto death—a sin not unto death: These ex-
pressions have no relation to spiritual death, as at first
glance they may seem : but John’s * allusion is to those
diseases which were inflicted as a punishment for sin,
and which were often healed by the prayer and anoint-
ing of the elders. They bad the gift of discerning in
what cases the malady would be removed ; 3. e. whether
or not the sin was unto death. So, Benson, Priestley,
Gilpin, &c. Comp. James v. 14-16, which well illustrates
this place.

20. TRAis is the true God : ¢ i. e. Him, whom Jesus came to
announce, o give us instruction respecting, (Joha xiv.
8); not Jesus himself.” Grotius, Clarke, Newcome,
Wetstein, Whitby, and all the best critics. That the
pronoun (— This) often refers to the remote, and not the
nearest antecedent, appears (as they notice) from Actsii.
22, 28, vii. 18,19; 2 John vs.7. McKnight (who evidently
agrees with the above) remarks, “ That a different con-
struction makes confusion in the vs., by confounding
Jesus with the True, from whom he had just been dis-
tinguished.”*

¢ This vs. could never have led to any mistake, but for the ex-
treme pains, which our Trs. have taken to give it a false meaning.
McKnight remarks on their unwarranted introduction of the word
even into the text; and Clarke, Wakefield, &c. tr. the claose, (as
it should have been)—Through his Son, J. C. ; 4. e. we ave in the
ti:“: and worship of the true God, derived through his som, who
the way.



THE SECOND EPISTLE QF JOHN.

1. The eloct lady : To these words, divers interpretations
are given. (1.) Lardner, Beza, and Doddridge (like our
Trs.) suppose a particular female, not named, to be ad-
dressed,—¢ the Cuo. lady.’ (2.) This term has been ex-
plained figuratively, as meaning some Cn. church ; per-
haps, that of Jerusalem. 80, Michaelis, Hammond, Whit-
by, and Pyle. (3.) Grotius, Wetstein, and Wolf, sup-
pose it to mean, ¢ The lady Electa.” (4.) While others
take the Gr. (—lady) to be the proper name, viz. Ky-
ria ; which, they say, was not an unusual name for a
person. The elect may either denote ¢ the excellent’
Kyria, or merely, ¢the Cn. convert.” Benson, Harwood,
Ros., and Schleusner adopt this opinion.

7. That J. C. is come in the flesh: See N., 1 Ep. iv. 8.~—
Deceiver and—antichrist : See Ns., 1 Ep. ii. 18, 22.

9. Hath not God— Hath the Father and the Sox : “ Jesus and
his Father having the same cause and object, a separation
from the true church of Christ, is a separation from the
Father ; a union with it, is an union with both.” Priestley.

10. Neither bid him, God speed : * 1. e. avoid familiarity with
such.” Grotius. Ros. thinks, % That this matron was
a deaconess, who received and entertained travelling
Chns., at the cost and in behalf of the church; and that
John’s caution was very necessary to such persons, since
this hospitality was a virtual admission into the com-
munion of the church, which would be most prejudicigl
to the Cn. cause.”—The Jews were forbidden to say
God speed, to an excommunicated person, or to one
ploughing on the sabbath-day, or on the seventh year ;
or to come within four cubits of an heretic.” Lightfoot.
Woetstein. Whitby.

18. Thy elect sister: “ Your sister, who is an excellent Cn.”
Benson. ¢ The Cn. church I am now with.”” Pyle. See
N,y vs. 1.



THE THIRD EPISTLE OF JOHN.

1. Gaius : This name occurs several times in the N. T.
(See Acts xix. 9, xx.4; Rom. xvi. 23 ; 1 Cor. i. 14.)
Lightfoot, Michaelis, and most critics, thiok that the per-
son here spoken of, from bis generous disposition, was
Paul’s host at Corinth (Rom. xvi. 23).

2. Above all things : rather, Concerning, or with respect to :
Grotius. Beza. Benson. Pyle.

5. To strangers : Grotius thought, that hereby were meant
Cn. Jews, who were driven out of Palestine by the perse-
cution of their countrymen ; or who had been forced
away, by the calamities brought upon that country during
the Jewish war. Some suppose both the brethren and the
strangers were occupied in preaching the G. ¢ The Ro-
manists, to give countenance to their doctrine of pilgri-
mages, tr. this word—pilgrims.” Benson. McKnight.

9. Diotrephes : “ He was some presbyter of the church in
which Gaius was, and perhaps aiming at the vacant bish-
opric.” Grotius. [That he had it in his power to suppress
the ap.’s letters, shows, as it is observed, that he must
have been some officer in the church ; they being gen-
erally first sent to such.] Benson suggests, ¢ That he was
a Judaizing Cn., who could not endure such as preached
the G. to the gentiles, nor would suffer any of his church
to do so.” Erasmus calls him, the founder of a new sect.

Receiveth us not: ¢ Does not acknowledge my
apostolic authority.”” Benson. McKnight. ,

10. And casteth them out : * i. e. those of his own charge,
who wished to entertain the travelling brethren.”” Mi-
chaelis ; and so, most critics.

12, Demetrius : Benson and Priestley think him to be the
bearer of this Ep. Michaelis says, ¢ He was probably

" one of the travellers spoken of, vs. 5 since, if he had
been a resident of the same place with Gaius, he would
have been too well known to him, to need any commen-
dation.” '




THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.

1. Jude—brother of James: From this designation, the au-
thor of this Ep. is commonly believed to be Jude, or Ju-
das, the ap.; but who also bears the names of Lebbeus
and Thaddeus. (Comp. Luke vi. 16 with Matt. x. 33
Mark iii. 18.)

4. Ordained to this condemnation : * Described as proper

. objects of it.” Harwood. Pyle. Or,—* as persons who
should fall under it.” Benson. :

5. Though ye once knew this: C.V. Of what ye know very
well : Benson. Wakefield.

6. The angels which kept not their first estate : See N., 2
Pet. ii. 4. Jn. Simpson understands this of the spies who
were sent out by Moses, to explore the land of Canaan.
.He trs.—The messengers who watched not duly over their
own principality, but deserted their proper habitation, he
kept with perpetual chains, under darkness, unto the judg-
ment of a great day. ‘ These messengers had princi-
palities (they were heads of tribes, Numb. xiii. 1-16) ;
they deserted their proper station, in not heading them

. against the people of the promised land (Numb. xiii. 30,
31); they sinned in this, as well as in the exaggerated
account they brought back of the inhabitants, and in dis-
trusting the promise of Jehovahj for this, they were
struck with judicial blindness of ‘mind,* and in the judg-
ment of the great day, i. e. the day of the plague, (Numb.
xiv. 36, 37) were destroyed.” [Jn. S. thinks, that as the
discourse, both in Peter and Jude, relates in its whole
connexion, to human beings and events in Jewish histo-
ry, that it is wholly unlikely, that a sudden transition
is here made to an unknown order of beings.]

. * «Comp. 2 Peter ii. 4, where the expression literally is,—¢ hav-
ing tartarized them with chains of darkness’; but which, (like
" that in Jude) in its literal import, has no meaning.” Jo. 8.



538 JUDE.

7. The vengeance of eternal fire :  Everlasting in its ef-
fects; the cities having been finally destroyed.” New-
come. Benson. Harwood.

8. Filthy dreamers: Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 10.  The Gr. word
does not imply the notion of impurity. The ap. may al-
lude to those dreaming and delirious fancies, by which the
Gnostics corrupted and dishonored their religion.” Whit-
by. [The insertion of filthy by our Trs., is wholly gra-
tuitous and needless ; and no other Trs, or critics ex-
press or imply it.

9. When ke disputed about the body of Moses : What is here
meant, has much puzzled commentators. (1.) Hammond
understands the Jewish church and state, just as Paul calls
the Ca. church, the body of Christ (1 Cor. xii. 27 ; Eph.
i. 23, iv. 12; Col. i. 18), As there is an allusion (so
most critics think,) to Zech. iii. 1,2, and as Michael was,
in popular account, the peculiar guardian of the Jews,
(see Dan. x. 13, 21, xii. 1) the words in that prophecy,
the Lord Aath chosen Jerusalem, have been thought to
favor this opinion. (2.) But Beza, Whitby, Tillotson,
and others, apply this to the natural body of Moses,
dead, which Michael was conveying away for secret buri-
al ; but which the devil sought to hinder, under pre-
tence of doing honor to Moses, by a public burial ; but
in reality, to induce the Hebrews to deify him, and thus
to lure them to idolatry, (38.) Lightfoot says, ¢ The
Talmudists have the relics of a story about Samael or
‘the angel of death having a dispute, as to fetching away
the soul of Moses. Jude, in citing it, only does the same
as Paul, in the mention of Jannes and Jambres (2 Tim.
iiil. 8): viz. alleging what was current, and owned among
the nation, though there was no such thing in scripture ;
but argning with them from their own authors and con-
cessions.” [The ¢devil’ is here the angel of death, and
the lving Moses is meant by his body. Pyle seems,
with Lightfoot, to suppose this to be Jude’s allusion.]

This strange passage has caused, mainly, the doubts
which exist, as to the genuineness of the whole Ep.—
Michaelis says, * Origen found this story, which has so
much the air of a Jewish fable, in one of thejr hooks,
now lost, called the ¢ Assumption of Moses,’ from which,



JUDE. 339

he was assured, by ¢areful comparison, Jude made his quo-
tation.”* [Le Clerc, Wetstein, and other critics make
mention of this book.] Newcome adds, ¢ This was prob-
ably taken from an apocryphal book ; though we may
be instructed by the moral, without admitting the fact.”
Durst not bring a railing accusation : Blackwall, whom
McKnight andn%oddridge follow, trs. this,~He would
not or did not presume to bring, &c. ; “ not that Michael
was afraid of the devil, (which the C.V. implies, and is a
very improper idea,) but he held it beneath his dignity.”
Doddridge says, ¢ Dr. Tillotson suggests, that the arch-
angel was afraid the devil would have been too hard for
him at railing.” ‘

11. Of Cain—of Balaam—of Core (properly, Korah) :
Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 15. And perished : or, Are going to
destruction : Wakefield. “ They shall perish in like man-
ner, as Korah, &c.” Harwood. Ros. McKnight.ss—on
Gainsayings : “i.e. rebellion.” McKnight.

12. Spots in your feasts of charity: Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 18,
17. The Gr. word (—spots) primarily means,~—srocks in
the sea. Wakefield, Schleusner, Ros., and Priestley, so
tr. it here, “ i, e. dangerous and noxious men, like hid-
den rocks to the mariner.” Others follow the C. V. as
best according with the parallel place in Peter.
Twice dead : Ros. thinks this an expression of energy
merely,—¢ More than dead,’ or, ¢ twice dead, if it were
possible’ He quotes from Horace, similar turns of
specch. “Being unfruitful for two seasons.” Benson.
“ They have died twice ; once in the Jewish, and a sec~
ond time, in the Cn. vineyard.” McKnight; who sup-
poses, ¢ that the ungodly teachers referred to by the
writer, were mostly of the Jewish nation.”

13. Wandering stars: “ The Jews called their teachers,
stars ; and those in the Cn. church are represented un-
der the same emblem, Rev. i. 20 ; ii. 1.” Doddridge.

* M. adds, “ That another part of this legend is to be found In
another Cn. father ; according to which, Michael was employed .
in burying the body of Moses ; which the devil attempted to hin-
der, saying, ‘that he had murdered an Egyptian, and was not
therefore, worthy of honorable burial.’” This, he says, shows the
mistake of Whitby, &c. (above) as to the natare of the dispute.
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14. Enoch—prephecied of these : Whether this should be
rendered concerning (as our Trs), to, or against these,
critics are not agreed. “ The denunciation, though de-
signed immediately for the people of old, is applicable
to the wicked of every age.” McKnight. Wakefield trs.,
—~—Enoch—was their instructer of old time.  This quo-
tation (vs. 15) is from an apocryphal book, called ¢ The
prophecies of Enoch,’ or perhaps, even from oral tradi-
tion. As the use of letters was unknown in the time of
Enoch, it is clear that he could not have left behind him
any written prophecies.”” Michaelis.

16. Great swelling words : Comp. 2 Pet. ii. 18.

20. Praying in the holy ghost : “i. e. by a spiritual impulse
or dictation.” Benson. Grotius. Or, with an holy mind :
Wakefield. Harwood.

22. And of some have compassion, &c.: Wakefield trs.,—
And make a difference, by rebuking some, and by having
compassion on others ; and others save with fear, &c.*

28. Out of the fire: “ A proverbial expression, as Amos
iv. 11 ; Zech. iii. 2.7 Benson. Grotius. See N., 1 Cor.
iii. 15. Hating even the garments: “ A figure taken
from the prohibition against legal pollutions, (Lev. xv.
4.”) Beza. The allusion is to the facility with which in-
fection (as of the leprosy or the plague) spreads itself,
even by the clothes.

¢ W. says, “ He has made the best he could of this passage, by
the help of versions and MSS.; but who can expect to give per-
* spicuity to every clause of so singular a composition ? "

¥



A TABLE

Of the Times and Places of the composition of the Epistles of the
N. T. as computed by various critics. [Bp. Lloyd’s theory is that
which is adopted in the Public version. Dr. Tomline is well knowan
as the late Bp. of Lincoln; now Bp. of Winchester.]

THE EPISTLES OF PAUL.

Bp. Lloyd.' Bp.Tomline. Lardner. Michaelis.  Places.
1 Thessalonians A.D. 54 62 62 61

2 Thessalonians 54 62 52 51 ﬁoﬁnt:.

. = orinth or
Galatians 58 62 62-3 49 Macedonia.
1 Corinthians 69 56 63 57 Ephesus.

2 Corinthians 60 87 57 58 Macedonia.
Romans 60 68 58 68 Corinth.
Ephesians 64 61 61 64-5

Philippians 64 62 62 65

Colossians 64 62 62 64-6 » Rome.
Philemon 64 62 62 64-6 .
Hebrews 64 63 63 64-6 )

1 Timothy 66 64 66 68  Macedonia.
" Greece or
Titus 65 64 56  51-2 } e .

2 Timothy 66 66 61 66  Rome.
THE CATHOLIC EPISTLES.*
James 164 61-2
1 Peter 64 63-6 60
2 Peter 66 63-6 64
1 John 69 80
' 2 John 69 80-90
3 John 69 80-90
Jude 70 66-66

® ¢« These Eps. derive this title,” says Michaelis, ¢ from their not
being addressed to one community or church in particular ; hence,
they were general or catholic.” The second and third Eps. of John db
not, he adds, come under this description ; but they were always an-

::xed to the first Ep., lest their brevity should endanger their being
st.



CORRECTION OF NOTES

IN THE PRECEDING WORK

Matt. xv. 1, See page 25. “ Asof the two evenings.” What
Grotius had here in view, is only to be conjectured; as the
brevity of his own allusion allows no clue. Perhaps, it might
refer to some Jewish question as to the relative sacredness of
the evening before or after their sabbath; for a like question is
often started among Christians, viz. whether the Saturday or
Sunday evening has the best claim to be religously observed.
But if this surmise be correct, the query arises, what was the
doubtful precept of the Law, which created this point of casuist-
ry? There does not seem to be any thing in the law of the sab-
bath, to which this description can serve.

John ii. 20. See page 159. The relative position of the two
last periods in this Note, tends to the confusion of the sense.
¢« From that time,” (twelfth line,) refers back to the eighteenth
year of his (Herod’s) reign; 1. e. counting from that point in his
reign, (when the rebuilding of the temple began) the sixteem

ears to the birth of Jesus, with the present age of the latter,
then about thirty) makes the requisite number forty siz. Her-
od’s reign is stated to have been ¢ about thirty seven years;’ which
supposes from two to three years, after our S. was born, added to
the periods of eighteen and sixteen, above given. This accords
with history, (Matt. ii. 16, 19.

John xx, 28. See page 218. Beza is cited in this Note for
the opinion of those who regard Thomas’s words as an exclama-
tion, and not an address. A biblical friend, who pointed out this

“error, as he deemed it, was anxious it should be rectified; and
upon consulting what editions of Beza were accessible, it must
be owned, that no evidence can be found for ascribing that
opinion to him. But it was so stated in the Note on very re-
spectable, and surely unsuspicious, authority, viz that of New-
come ; one who cannot be thought to have any bias in favor of
the opinion he has chanced to serve. His integrity no one will
presume to impeach. Beza may have changed his opinion on
the subject, and Newcome have had access to editions of his
N. T.,.which the Compiler has not seen. But it certainly is
somewhat singular, that English critics should in two or three
instances, have thus repeated second-hand (through the medium
of Newcome,) this opinion of Beza; in a country, where the au-
thor himself, it might have been thought, was not placed beyond
consultation at the fountain-head, in every form and shape in
which he had appeared.

Philemon, vs, 20. See page 492. Ros.’s comment under this
Note should have been attached to the first fragment of this vs. ;
not to the last.
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