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just as he was laying himself down to rest after -
the fatigue of the combat, he leapt up, and im-
mediately taking his chariot, bastened to the
temﬁle, to try what he could do toward extin-
guishing the fire. His great officers followed
him ; and the legions after them, in"such a
confusion, as is but natural when a prodigious
multitude acts without discipline. Titus did all
that could be done by words and signs, to have
the flamesextinguished ; but it wasall in vain, for
the greater noise drowned the less; and they
were as blind to the signs and motions of his
hand, as they weredeaf to what hesaid. Neither
were the soldiers governed either by menaces or
commands; but followed the dictates of rage
and passion: some were trampled upon, and
squeezed to death in the crowds; others fell
among the burning ruins of the galleries over the
porches; and it was the same thing, whether the
overcame or were overcome. '1'he common sol-
diers in the temple pretended, in excuse of their
disobedience, that they could not hear theircom-
mander’s orders; and they that followed, gave
the word forward to throw fire. The Jews, in
fine were unable to prevent the progress of the
flames; and which way soever they turned them-
selves, they saw nothing but blood and destrue-
tion. As for the poor people, the sickly, and the
unarmed, the’ Romans put them to the sword
wherever they found them : mountains of dead:
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bodies were piled up about the altar, and streams
of blood flowiag dow a the staics; with numbers of
miserable creatures weltering in their own gore.

" When Tiius saw there was no restraining the
fury of his soldiers, and {hat t'e fire gained
every day more and :more unen him, ke took .
some of bis chief officers alocz wiih him inte
' the inner temle; where, uson a strict exami- -
nation of matters,"he founu the glory and
magnificence of the place, eveu to exceed the
fame of it. But T'itus observing, that the fire had
not as yet taken the sanctuary; and hoping
that it might not be yet too late to save the
holy place; he started up, and in his own
person earnesily besought his soldiers to do
their utmost to put a stop to the fire; giving
it in charge also to Liberalis, a centuriun of his
guérds, to restrain them. But with an ungo-
vernable rage, and fondness for war, neither
fear nor respect was able to keep them within
the compass of their duty. There were others
again, that had their desires set upon the booty ;
not doubting, when they saw the doors. plated
with gold, but they should find. the inside filled
with hidden trcasure. While Titus was so
very intent upon saving the temple, one of .the

soldiers at the same time set fire to some of
the door-posts: whereupon 'Titus and his

captains were foreed to withdraw out of dis-
jance of preventirig the mischiaf: so that the



-

e
S

- templa was destroyed in despite of every effort
he eould meke to hinder it. :

The desolation. that ensued makes the
hgart bleed : it was the ruin of the most
wonderful fabric that was ever seen or heard
of, both for structure, size, state, magmﬁcence,
the henour of religion and of holy things. Itis
most remarkable also, that this second confla-
gration should so exactly answer the very day
and month of the former under Nebuchadnezzar
as is said already. We reckon from the
begionivg of the first temple by Solomon, to
the destruction of this in the second year of
‘Vespasian, eleven hundred and thitty years,

seven months and fifteen days: and from the
building of the second temple by Haggai, in the
second of Cyrus, we account six hundred thirty
nine years, and forty-five da)s

When the temple was now in flames, the sol-
diers began to plunder, and slew every one they”
met, without any respect either to age or sex ;

- both young and old, sacred and profanc, pnests
and laity; in shert men of, all conditions were
equally involved in the common calamities of
the war: and whether they resisted or submit-
ted; whether they continued their opposition.
or hegged for quarter, all fared alike, As the

- fire advanced, the crackling of the flames was
mingled with the groans of “the dying and the
shouts  of the combatants, and betW’eon_ the
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> .depth of the hill, and the extent of the eonfla-

gration, the whole city seemed to be but one

continued blaze. The flames were so impetuous

and violent, that the very mountain which the

temple stood upon, looked as if it had been one

- body of fire from the hottom’; and the blood
ran on all sides; for the number .of the slain
greatly exceeded that of those that did the ex-
ecution. Indeed the ground was covered with °
carcases, and the soldiers pursued the living
over the bodies of the dead: but in the end a
band of the Jews beat back the Romans ; and
having forced their way into the outward tem-
ple, made their escape into the city, and the
rest of the multitude got into the outward
porch. _

Tn this combat & great many priests were
engaged, who made use of their knives and other
instruments of sacrifice as weapans; but when
they saw that all was ineffectual, and that the
fire still advanced upon them, they sheltered
themselves for & while under a thick wall.

- Some of them, indeed, might have saved them-
~ selves by going over to the Romans, but they

chose rather to stand or fall with their com. .
" panions, and so perished in the flames.

When the Romans found that the temple it-
self was laid in ashes, they made no effort to save
the adjoining ‘bujldings, but set fire to all at
once, as the gates and the galleries, &c., save
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only one on the east side and anether on the
south, though these likewise, not long after,”
followéd the fortune of the rest. They burned
also the treasury and the wardrobe. with jewels,
money, and rich babits to an incredible value;
for this place bad been the depository of a great
many precious articles. ,
" There was now gotten together into one gal-
lery without the temple that was yet standing,
a mixed multitude of women, children, &c. to
the number of near six thousand persons; but,
before Titus could give any orders, the .
. soldiers had set the place on fire, and blocked
it up so closely that many were burned to
" death, whilst others cast themselves headlong
down the ruins, so that not one of them
came off alive..

The occasion of this mischief was a certain
impostor, who pretended to deliver a message
from Almighty God, that day, to the people
and, to this effect, he commanded them, in
the name of God, to go immediately up to the .
temple, with an assurance that they should
there receive an infallible proof of his divine
favour and protection. This was a common
practice of the factions, to pretend revelations
. to kéep the credulous multitude firm against all
dangers, and to secure them from deserting.
Besides men in adversity are apt to hope the
best, especially where they are promised relief,
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- though it be but upon the ‘credit of a false
prophet. : o

The Jewish troons having, as we have said,
fled into the city, and the terv.e and eve: - thirg .
about it beingstill in a blaze, the Romans lodged
their ensigns against the eastern gaie, where
they offered sacrifice, and, wit's great shouts and’
acclamations, proclaimed T'itus emneror. ' They
got so prodigious a booty that gold in Syria was
thereupon reduced to half price. -

There was a child, belonging to one of the
priests, upon the wall, who begged of the Ro-
man guards to give him a sup of drink to quench
his thirst; which they freely gave him, out of
tenderness both to his age and to his necessity,
upon promises of good faith on both sides. The
child accordingly went down and drank, and
then filled a flagon that he carried along with
him, and made such haste back with it to his
friends that the guards could not overtake him.
The” Romans charged the boy with breach of
thé agreement ; but he pleaded for himself that
be had asked only for ligerty to fetch the water,
and had not promised to continue with them
when he had it, and consequently had broken
no condition. They found the defence so jast
that they were very well satisfied to pass it
over. . - .

When the priests had stayed five days lopger
upon the wall, they were forced to eome down
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and surcender themselves, being no longer able
10 bear the tortures of hunger. The guards took
them to Titus, where they cast themselves at
his feet for mercy ; but his answer was, they
should have thought of that sooner; for now
that the temple was gone, they and their temple
should be inseparable. Upon this, he ordered
them to be put to death.

The heads of the faction finding themselves
pressed at all hands, and so surrounded that it
was impossible ta escape, proposed a conference
with I'itus, who generously assented to it, part-
ly at the instance of his friends, in hope that
the Jews might be brought to better terms for
the future. He accordingly took hisstand at the
west side of the inner temple, near the gates that
lead into the gallery; and there was a hridge of
communication between the temple and the
upper town, which at this time parted the Ro-
mans and the Jews. The soldiers gathered fo-
gether on both sides about their generals; the
Jews, on the one hand, to learn what hopes they
had of pardon; and the Romans, on the other, out
of cutiosity to see how Titus would receive them:
who in the first place commanded peace and
silence, and that his men should forbear shout-
ing; after which he delivered his mind to them
by an interpreter, giving them to understand
that if they laid down their arms and surren-
dered themselves prisoners, he woald spare
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their lives. The faction, however, returned
him this answer: ¢ That they could not de-
“ liver themselves up upon any promise or as-
‘“ surance he could give them, because they
- “ were under an oath to the centrary ; but they
“ were ready to depart, if he pleased, with their
¢ wives and children, into the desert, and to
¢ leave the town to the Romans.” T'itus, ho #-
ever, was so mueh displeased to see prisoners giv-
_ing law, and imposing conditions upon the con-
. querers, that he presently caused, proclamation
to be made, “.That no Jeaws should presume,
“ for the future, to make any further applica-
" “ tion for either protection or quarter; but that
“ they might now defend themselves by arms
“ as well as they could, for he was resolved to
¢ govern himself by the rules of war.” So the
soldiers had leave given them to fall on with
fire and sword, and make their best of the spoil
of the city: There was nothing done that day;
but the next morning they set fire to the regis-
ter-office, the castle, the council-chamber, and
a place called Ophlas; and so the fire went on
to queen Helen’s palace, in the middle of the
mount, carrying all before it, together with the
dead bodies with which the houscs and streets
were crowded.
The Jews, however, were not 2 people to
repent of the mischief which their desperate
obstinacy was producing, The burning of the
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eity was to them, they said, a speetacle of joy ; _
“for, as matters stood they were ready to wel-
" come death itself with comfort: for now that the
people were wasted, and almost totally cut off;
the tempie burrt to ashes, and the town in a
flame, there was nothing left for the Romans
who were to come after them, to rejoice for.
But while affairs were in this situation Jose-
phus did all thet was ia his power to save the
‘miserable remains of a ruined and desolated
city; dividing himself in his applications, be-
tween invectives against the infamous inhuma-
nity of the one side, and seasonable encourage-
‘ments and good: counsels to the other: but
it produced ro eflect; for the Jews were both
bound. by thei: oaih, and as good as besieged
by the overpowering number of the Romans;
beside, that their swords were now used to
blood and glanghter.- - ~
¥a inis distraction the Jews scattered them-
selves o'l over the cily; hunting, and watching
up »1¢ down in tae ruins, vaulis, and elsewhere,
for deserters, wiio had concealed themselves
for The purpose ‘of going over to ‘be Romans.
They took a great many of them, and killed all
they tooic; fo: they were too weak to try to
escape; aad of all deaths, famine was the most
frightful and guastly. There were several
that went over to the Romans, without éither
the hope, or the desire of any other mercy from
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" them, thap what they promised themselves in
tae exchange of ore death for anolzer: in fact
the strzets from or.e end of the city .0 ihe other,
weie coverz: wish tize dead bodies of tuose who
had dieu by {re swo:d or by femine.

. T'ne las: koye of tze tyrannical fection, was
in the rece«es of sinks ard privies, vainly ex-
pecting thet trey migl.t lie concealed there till
all shoald bé ove:, aad the Romans gone; and
that then they mizhi mete their escape; not
consideriag that there is no hiding place from .
the all-seeing eye of Jusiice. The Jews that
were possessed of inec:e subierrarean wetreats,
_did more mischief than the Romans by the
fire; killing ‘and robbing &'l they conld meet
whe came for sanctuary to those caveips; in-
deed such was their necessity, that [ verily
beliove, if the sizge had continued, the living
would have heen inhuman enouga to eat the
flesh of the dead.

The upper town was built upoa such craggs
-and precipices, that Tiius found it uiterly im-
possible to gain it without new mounis: so that
upon the iwentieth of the month of August, be
began to erccl ihem. Carriage was extremely
dear and iroublesome, (as has heen already
mentioneu); for the materials were all cut
down for ine former worls, witi:in a hundred
furloays of ikre town. - The four legions threw
- up a moun. on the west side of the town over

’
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against the palace-royal; the auxiliaries east
up another toward the gallery and bridge, and
a fort which Simon Lad built in his war with
John, known by the name of Simon’s Tower.
At this time the ldum®an officers, command-
ing a body of auxiliaries who had hitherto
continued faithful to the Jews, began to con-
sult how they might get over to the Romans,
and sent five deputies witf a tender of their -
service to Titus, and a petition for mercy in
the name of the rest.” This was, indeed, a
late submission ; but Titus, upon an opinion
that Simon and John would never hold out
after such a defection, sent the deputies back
with a promise of their lives, for he ,looked‘
upon the Idumaans as the most considerable
part of their army. This plot had in the mean
time been discovered, and Simon caused the
five deputies immediately to be put to death,
and their leaders imprisoned ; reckoning James
.'the son of Sosas for the chief. And though
much could not be expected from the common
soldiers, now the officers were gone ; the rest
of the Idumzans were kept under a stricter
guard : though it did not prevent numbers from
deserting. There were many cut off, it is true;
but more escaped: and they were all received,
for Titus had too much generosity and good
nature 1o press his former prohibition to the
utmost rigour; and even the very soldiers



07

themselves, were sated with blood. As for the
common people (which were all that, were now
left) they were sold with their wives and chil-
dren, like beasts in a market; and at very
easy rates {00, and but few purchasers. Titus
. reflecting upon this, and upon his own procla-
mation, forbid any more Fews to come over
* to him singly; out of a desire to save as many
of them as he could: he was now pleased
~ to dispense with his own order, and to receive
as many of them, one by one, as presented
themselves: but with supervisors gver them, to
distinguish the good from the bad, and to deal
‘with them according to their merits. Vast
numbers of them were sold, nevertheless
above forty thousand were set at liberty Ly -
Titus, to go whither they would.
The works being now finished, on the seventh
" of Septenber, (having heen eighteen days erect-
ing) the Romans advanced their machines; upon
which that part of the faction which despaired ¥
of holding ont, quitted the walls, and with-
drew .to the castle; others took refuge in
. sewers and vaults: but the more resolute stood"
their ground, and made head against those
that were to manage the battery : the Romans
all this while being superior te them, both in
strength and number; besides the advantage of
being elated with success against a depairing,
and an unfortunate people. Whenever they

'
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took notice of any flaw in the wall or that
any of the turrets gave way to the engines,
the -defendants immediately moved away
as fast as they could: insomuch that Simon
and John themselves were seized with terror;
and fled, even before the Romans were come
within reach of doing them any hurt.
They made an attempt, indeed, upon the wall
of circumvallation whichthe Romans bad raised
about the town, and effected a breach in it; with
a resolution to fall upon the guards, and make
their escape : but perceiving, when they ex-
pected ‘to be seconded, that their friends had
all ‘forsaken them, they retired in confusion.
. Various also were the rumours to which their
fears gave rise. One brings news that the
. whole wall to the westward was overtbrown ;
others, that the Romans were just at the foot
of it: some, that they were entered, and were
actually in possession of the towers. Whatever
they feared, they saw; falling prostrate on
; their faces, and bemoaning their follies, as if .
they knew not which way to turn themselves.

The power of God -on the one-hand, and
his goodness on the other, was very remarkable
on this occasion; for the faction ruined them-
- selves, by quitting those holds, of their own

accord, which could never have been taken but
by famine : and this after the Jews had spent .
se mach time to no purpose in defending other
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places of less strength. By ‘this means, the
Romans became masters of three impregnable
forts, which could have resisted any assault:
for they were proof agaiust all battery.

Upon Simen and John's quitting these tow-
ers; under the influence of a mistaken judg-
ment, they hastened away to the vale of Niloa,
~ where they took breath awhile: and afler
some refreshment, made an assault upon the
new wall there : but so fdint and weak were .
they, that the guards easily beat them off; for
between fatigue, despondency, dread, and
- misery, their strength failed them.

The Romans being now possessed.of the
walls, planted their colours upon the towers
-with outcries and shouts of joy, to find the end

of the war so much easier than'the. heginning :
if indeed the war was at an end, as they had
every reason for supposing.

The soldiers now broke loose all-over the
town .up and down, in the streets, with their
swords drawn; killing all that fell in their way
without distinction ; and burning entire houses,
and whatever was in them, in one common
flame.- In several places, where they entered
to search for pillage, they found whole families
dead, so that horrified by a spectacle so dis-
tressing, they came out again empty handed;
-but the compassion they had for the dead, gave
~ thewe- no tenderness- for the living; for they
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stiobed every manm they met, till the narrow
‘passages and alleys were choaked up with car-

« “vases: so that the chagnels of the city ran

‘blood, as if it had been fo quench the fire, In
the evening, they gave over the slaughter, but
it was only to resume the burning of the city.

The cighth of September piit an end to the
conflagration of Jerusalem, of which city it
may he said, that, if all the blessings it had
-ever enjoyed from its foundation, had but been
proportionate to the calamities it suffered in
1his seige, it would have been undoubtedly the
envy of the world. ’ T

" While Titus was engaged taking a view of the
ruins of this glorious city ; the works, the for-
tifications, and especially the turrets, which the
Jews had so rashly abandoned : and contemplat-
ing the height, -dimensions, and situation of
these towers; the design, workmanship, and .
curiosity of the fabric; with the #onderfut
contrivance of the whole: he let fall this ex-
pression  “ If God bad not fought for us, and
““ with us, we could never have been masters
““ of these forts.- It was God that assisted us,
“and God that fought against the Jews; for
“ this was not an undertaking to he compassed
“ with human hands or machines.” When

~ “he had said this, and a great deal more

upon the same subject, it was his next care to
set all the prisoners at i'rbcrty whom the factien



101 ‘ -

had left in the towers; and afterwards, upon
the razing and demolishing of the city, to pre-
serve those turrets as a monument of divine
favor; without whose assistance he could never
have accomplished what he did. :
The soldiers being now quite exhausted with
slaughter, and having a great deal more of the -
work yet to do, Titus ordered his men to give
quarter to all except those that they found
. armed, or in a posture of resistance. But the
soldiers ‘went beyond their commission, and
put the aged and sickly to the sword promiscu-
ously, with their companions; and for those
that were strong and serviceable, they shut
them up in thetemple, in the women’s quarter;
Titus appointing Fronto one of his friends and
freemen, to inform himself of the people, and
to treat them as they deserved. As for the
faction, he had them all put to death: but the
men of comely and graceful persons, and in the
prime of their youth, he reserved for his triumph;
sending away all others abovg seventeen years
of age, in chains into Egypt, to be employed
in servile offices and drudgery : hesides a number
of others who were distributed up and down the
provinces for the use of the theatresas prize fight-
ers or gladiators; in additon to which he ordered
all under seventeen to be sold as slaves. -
In the mean time, while the prisoners were
under kronte’s charge, there were eleven thou-
o
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sand of them starved to deatls, owing parily 1
the inhumanity of their guards, who would
give them no food; though in truth, the mouths
were tqo many for the provision.”

The number of prisoners in this war was
ninety seven thotisand ; and the number of the
dead eléven hundred thousand; the greater
part of them Jews by nation, though not natives
of Judea. In order, however; that the reader
may give credit to this statement, it should
be mentioned, that the ordinary population of
the city ‘'would not bave allowed of stich great
numbers ; tut at the time of the siege it way
unusnally crowded: for there was then & gene-
ral meeting at Jerusalem, gathered together
from all quarters to celebrate the feast of the
passover; who were there surprised into a war.
There was so prodigious a multitude, and they
so straitened for lodgings, that the crowd first
brought the plague into the town, and this
quickly made way for a famine. Notbut that
the city wag abundantly capable of entertain-
ing so vast a body of people, if the calculation
of Cestius be admitted: it was as follows.

Nero had so great a contémpt for the Jews, .
that Cestius mafer it his suit to the high priest,
to devise some way of numbcying the people:
avd this he did from a desire to persuade Nero
that the Jewish nation was not so despicable as
he imsgined ; so that the time chosen by the-
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Jews to enter upon the computation, was at
the celebration of their 1’asthal I'east: when
offering up sacrifices according to custom from
the nioth hour of the day to the eleventh, which
sacrifices ag we lear from Scripture were eaten
afterwards- in their families, by ten at least,
+ and sometimes twenty o a lamb: they then reck-
oned two huundred and fifty-six thousand and
five bundred oblations; which, at the rate of
ten to a lamb, amounted to two millions and
five hundred and fifty-six thousand persons;
all healthy and sonad : for neither lepers, nar
people labouring under any malignant distem-
pors, were admitted to any partin this soiemnity :
‘'no more were any strangers, but what came
thither for religion. NSo that, this mighty con-
course of people from abroad before the seige,
was afterwards, by the righteous providence of
God, cooped up in the city as ina prison: and
the number of the slain in that siege was the.
heaviest jadgment of the kind that ever was
heard of. Some as already mentioned were killed
openly ; others kept in custody by the Romans,
who searched the very sepulchres and vaults for.
them, and put ail they found alive to the sword,
T'here were upwards of two thousand, that had
cither laid violent hands an themselves, or killed
one another by consent; beside thosethat perish-
ed by the famine. Indeed the putrid corruption
of the dead hodies sent forth a vapour sufficient
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to infect as many as came within the reach of it.
Some were not able to endure it, and went out
of the way; others had their hearts so set upon
booty, that they rifled the very carcases, and
trampled upon the dead bodies as they lay. But
avarice hesitates at nothing. They brough: forth
also several prisoners also whom the two tyraats
had left in (.Hn.ins there ; for they keptup their
cruelty to the last: but justice overtookthemjboth
in the end; for John, and his brethren in the
vaults, were now driven by the distressof bunger,
to beg that mercy of the Romans, which they
bad so often despised: and Simon, after a long
struzgle with an insuperable necgssity, deliver- -
ed himself up: the latter being reserved for the
triumph, and Jobn made a prisoner for life.
" “The Romaus, after this, burnt the remainder
of the city, and threw down the walls.
Thas Jerusalem was taken, and utterly
destroyed, in the second year of Vespasian,
gud on the eighth day. of the month of Sep-
tember.
Titus now ordered his soldiers to lay the tem-
ple level with the ground; not leaving one stone
upon another, and of the city to leave nothing
- standing; but the three famous turrets, Phasael, °

Hippicos, and Mariamne, that over-topped all
" the rest; and a piecc of a wall to the westward
of the town, where he designed to place a garri-
son: the towers to remain as so many monuments
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to posterity; of the pewer and conduct of the
Romans in.the conquest of so strong a city.
This order was punctually executed ; and all
the rest Jaid so flat, that the place looked as if is
bad never, been inbabited. This was the end
of'a mad and a seditious people: and this was
also the end of the most glorious city of the
universe. .

When Titus had thns completed the con-
quest and destraction of Jerusalem, he left
the tenth legion, ‘with scwmroops of horse,
and companies of foot encamped upan the ruins
as a garrison, to keep the surroundiyg country
in subjection. The "twelfth legion he sent
away to the rivor Euphrates, which borders
the countries of Cappadocia and Armenia; and
" reserving the fifth and fifteenth legions to at-

tend upon himself, set out to make a tour
through Syria; intending to entertain each of
" the townss through which he should pass, with .
magnificent shews; and to exhibit his captives,-
and the treasure hé had taken; in order that
he might thereby exalt the Roman character,
and spread abroad the terror of their name.

We should pot think it necessary to follow
Bim in his progress through this region, if it
were not connected with the sufferings of the-
Jewish people.- At Cesaria, some of his cap-
tlives were exposed to wild beasts, and others
compelled to fight one,,against the other, in

- - G -
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troops, to afford a barbarous amusement to the
eople; the number who were thus slain in
onour of his brother Domitians birth day, be-
ing no less than two thousand five hundred.
- At Berytus also, another city which he visited,
he \ke({)t his father’s birth day with still greater
splendor and magnificence, and a more profuse
and cruel sacrifice of his wretched prisoners.
. The next place which he approached in his
triumphant progress, was Antioch: the people
being transported with joy at his coming, and
pouring out of the town in multitudes to meet
and welcome him. Here, however, an oppor-
tunity was oftered him, for shewing that, how-
ever cheap he estimated the- blood of his prison-
ers, whom he had taken in arms against him,
he felt no hostiliy against those Jews who hed
taken no partin the late war; for the inhabitants
of this place entreating him to publish an edict,
banishing all Jews out of their city; which it
was falsely said they had made an attempt to
burn; he prudently answered, that their coun-
" try to which they could return, being now laid
_ waste, there ‘was no place that could receive
them; and therefore humanity required that
they should be protected; They then requested
him to deprive the Jews of their former privi-
leges ; but neither would he consent to this,
uuless their conduct deserved such a punishment;

P
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he therefore left them in the same state he had
found them.

On his retarn to Jerusalem, he found that
Terentius Rupes, his commander, had actyally
torn up with a ploughshare, the foundations of
the temple, remarkably fulfilling the prophecy
which foretold it : “* Therefore shall Zton for
your sake be ploughed as a field; and Jernsa-
lem shall hecome heaps ; and the mountain of °
the house as the high place of the forest.”
(Micah ii. 12.) Indeed, so complete was the
.desolation, - that Eleazer, a Jew of note, who
survived the culamities of the seige, said to his
countrymen, “What is become of our-city,
¢ which was believed to be inhabited by the
“ Most High? It is rooted from the very
“ foundation ; and the only monument that is
“]left, is the camp of those who destroyed it,
¢ gtill pitched upon its remains. Some unhap-
“ py old men sit over the ashes of the temple;
“and a few women survive the destruction of
‘ all they held dear, only to experience greater
¢ calamities.” Even Titus himself, when he
saw the ruin, could not but compare in his own
mind, its.former -with -its- presant condition ;
that a short time. before it confained the most
glorious pile of buildings in the world ; and
now was a heap of rubbish; and so far from
seeking to raise his reputation upom sueh a

N
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calamity, he could net but lament the circum-
stances which forced him to such an extremity.
His passage to Rome, was as fair and pros-
perous, and his reception as honourable as he
could wish : Vespasian with a multitude of the
citizens, coming out.to meet him, and offer
- their congratulations for his safe return. Some
days after, the Scnate decreed, that the Em-
peror and his son, should have a triumphant
entry ; which was an honour conferred by the
Romans upon their generals, after the successful
.termination of a war; and deserves mention in
this place, from the circumstance, thatthe cap-
tives and the spoil were led in procession, for -
the gratification of the people.

Upon the moviag of the triumph at break of
day, the troops with their officers having taken
g position outside the town at one of the gates;
Vespasian and ‘Titus stood forth with laurel
crowns upon their heads, and purple robes, after

. the manner of their country; and advanced to -
the place where the senate, the nobility, and
knights, were waiting to receive them. A

- throne Had been erected before the gate, scated

on which, they received the scclamations of
the people. Vespasian then rose, and silence
being procured, he briefly recounted the évents
of the war, and dwelt upon the importance of
the viclory. They then proaecded to the tri-
umphal gate, where they put on their robes of

’
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triumph, and advanced through the streets of -
the city, followed by their train of attendants,
and by the army. =~ -
"1t would be difficult to describe the magni-
ficence of this pageant, or the various objects
- which weie exhibited to the gaze of the people.
Then were exhibited the choicest works in gold,
silver, &ivory ; Babylonish embroideries, jewels,
and precious stones: some set in golden crowns,
and others displayed in different ways. Those
who carried these things, were all dressed in
cloth of gold and purple; nay, even the prison-
ers themselves who were led along, were deck-
ed out in sumptuous clothing, to disguise the
misery of their condition, and the marks of
dejection which they had in their countenances.
No part of the spectacle however, was more
* admirable than the various machines, which
represented the different actions of the war:
one exhibited the appearance of a fruitful coun-
try laid waste; another, that of an army in
flight, the enemy pursuing and cutting down
the hindmost; another the walls of a city batter-
ed to the ground; another, a city taken by
assault, the couquered begging for quarter— .
houses burning and temples in ruins; the whole
a lively image of the sufferings of the Jews;
and of the war, which Titus had led to a sue-
cessful issue. : ;
The representation of the Roman fleet ¢ame
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-eXt; and then the spoils that were tuker: fror
the conguered, the most remarkable of which,
were the golden talle, -and the golden caundle. .
~ stick, from the temple. ‘Fhis latter was a kind
of pillar, from which, as fraw 4 stem, proceeded
branches, and at the extrewity of each, a
lamp ; the number seven, intimating the venes
ration of the Jews for lieir sabbath or seventh
day: Aftér this came the copy of the Jewish
law, followed by certain images of victory,
wrought in ivory, and gold ; and lust of all,

" Vespasian and his two sons, Titus and Domitian,
.—the two former in a churiot, drawn by wkhite _
horses; and Domitian onhorseback by theirside.

- In this order they proceeded to the temple,
where they waited until news should be brought
that the enemy’s general was put to desth—
This was Simon Gioras, who was led through
the forum or market-place, with a rope about
his neck, and put to death, according to the
ractice amongst the Rowans. When this
was over, the whole placc resounded with
shouts and acclammations; aud the assembly
being dismissed, the day was passed in feasting
and rejoicing for the victory which they had
obtained over their cnemies; and for the assur-
ance which it gave them, of peege and tran-
quility. - ‘
The triumph thus ended; Vespasian erecled
a ‘tcmple to commemorate the peace which
¢
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revailed over the world. It was as costly and
magnificent as money could make it but the most
~remarkable ecircumstance connected with it,
was the short time in whieh it was huilt. In
the temple he deposited the golden tabBs and
the candlestick, as the ‘trophies of the war,
which he valued most. The book of the law,
. and the purple robes belonging to the sanctu-
ary, were lodged with great care and reverence
in the Palace. '

END OF THE HISTORY.

~

We have thus seen the fulfilment of that
prophecy, which “announced that.the Jews
were to be led away captive of the Gentiles;
and to this day, they are dispersed over the
face of the habitable earth. - Another predic-
tion had declared, that Jerusalem was to be
trodden-down of the Geatiles, until the times
of the Gentiles should*be fulfilled; aad a brief"
account of its subsequent history and present
state, will shew us, that ever since, it has been
in subjection to some Gentile nation.

- The first who rebuilt Jerusalem, though not
extlacy on the same site as before, was Elius

7
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Adrian, the Reman Emperor; whe called it
after his own name, Elian, and placed in it a
Roman celouny ; and dedicated a temple to his
heathen deity, in the room of the temple of the
true God. While he was visiting the eastern
parts of the empire, he came to Jerusalem, for-
ty seven years after its destruction by Titus, and
found the city all levelled with the ground, and
the temple irodden under foot, except a few
- houses; and he then formed the resolution of
rebuilding it; but his design was not put into
execution, till towards the latter end of his
reign. The Jews, naturally of a seditious spi-
rit, were inflamed, on this occasion, into open
rebellion, to recover their native city and coun-
try out of the hands of the heathen; and they
were headed by a man called Baichohab, a
robber and a murderer. They were successful
in their first enterprises through the neglect of
the Romans, and made themselves masters of
Alian or the New Jerusalem, and massacred
or chased from thence the heathen-inhabitants.
Their triumph however was of short duration,
for the Romans returning in force, laid siege to
Zlian and took it by storm ;-it was entirely
consumed : the Jews throughout the whole
region, being every where subdued with great
slaughter ; fifty of their strongest castles, and
nine hundred and eighty-five of their best towns
being sacked and demolished: five hundred
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and ei%hty thousand men falling by the sword
in battle ; besides an incv;dible multitude who
perished by famine and 'sickness and fire, so:

that now the whole of Judea was desolated ;

whercas the calamities inflicted by Titus had
been chiefly confined to Jerusalem and the
district adjoining. The Jewish writers them-
selves, reckon that double the number of Jews
were slain in that war than came out of Egypt,
(600,000 men), and, that their sufferings
under Nebuchadnezzar and Titus, were not so
great as what they endured under the Emperor
Adrian. This sovereign now completed his
design; rebuilt the city; re established the
colony ; ordered the statue of a hog in marble,
to be set upon the gate that apened towards
Bethlehem, in derision of their religious scru-
ples, and published an edict strictly forbidding
any Jew under pain of death, to enter the city
or so much as look upon it at a distance,

In this state Jerusalem continued, being bet-

ter known by the name of Alia, till the reign
of the first Emperor, Constantine the Great.
The name of Jerusalem bad in the mean time,
grown into such disuse, and was so little remem-
bered or known, especially among the heathen,
that when one of the martyrs of Palestine

“who suffered in the persecution under Maxi-

min, was examined of what country he was,.and
answered of Jerusalem, neither the governor of
R :
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the province nor any of his assistants, could
comprehend what city it was or where sityated.
But . in- Constantine’s time it began to resume
its ancient name, and this emperor enlarged
and beautified it with many stately edifices and
churches, ’ )

Upon this the Jews, who hated and abhorred -
the Christian religion as much or more than
that of heatienism, assembled again to recover
their city and rebuild their temple; but the
emperor with his troops repressed their vain
attempt; and having with great severity, ordered
their ears to be cut off, and their bodies to be
branded as rebels, he dispersed .them over all
the provinces of the empire, as so many fugi-
tives and slaves.

The laws of Constantine and of his son' and
successor Constantius, were likewise in other
respects very severe against the Jews; but.the
Emperor Julian, called the Apostate, the ne-
phew of Constantine and successor of Con-
stantius, was more favourably inclined towards
them: not that he really liked the Jews, but
he disliked the Christians, and out of hatred to
the Christian religion resolved to re-establish
the Jewish worship and ceremonies.  Our
Saviour had said, that Jerusalem should be
in the possession of the Gentiles, and Julian
determined to defeat the prophecy and re-
stare the Jews. For this purpose, he wrote

.
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kindly to the whole body or community of
the Jews, expressing his concern for their
former ill-treatment, and assuring them of his
proteetiort ftom fature' oppression; and con:
cluded with & promise, that when Ke'should
Irave finished' tite Persianr war, which he waé'
then-about: to' ehtér upen, he would rebuild
the Yoly city, Jerusalém, restore them to their
habitations, live with them' thers, and join'
with them itv worshipping' the great God of
the- universe. * His zeal even exceeded his
protttise, for before he set out from Antioch;
on his Persian expedition, he proposed to-
begin with' rebuilding the temiple of Jerusalem
withthte-‘greatest magnificence. He assigned
immense sums- for the building. He gave it
in charge also to’ Alypius of Antioch, who had
formerly been' his Lieutenant in Britain, to

* superintend and hasten the work., Alypius,
attordingly, set about it vigorously, and the
governor of the province assisted him in it.—.
Workmen 'were collected from all quaiters,
and’ short-sighted 'man might have supposed’
that otir Siviour’s ‘prediction was about to be
falsified : but' vain as well as impious the at-
terapt to contend with the Most High! Julian
himself never returnéd from that war, in which:
he spoke of his success as certain; and before
his death  he hud been informed of the extra-
ordinary mamér in whi;h his design had been

H S
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waé' vigetously engaged in - this ' business; fre- .
quent' balls of fire, bursting out from the.
ground, and burning sometimes the workmen,
rendered them unable to 'approach the place.
In:this manner the element of fire constantly
opposing’ them, the undertaking was ‘laid
-aside”’ - i o
- Julian was the last of the heathen emper-
ors.: ' His' successor, - Jovian, made it the bu-
siness of his short reign to undo, as muehas
possibld, all thet Julian hed done; and’ the
sucoeeding: emperors were for repressing Juda-
ism in proportion as 'they were zealous for
-promoting Christianity. = Adrian’s edict was
‘vevived, which prohibited all Jews from en-
fering: into Jerusalem, or coming near -the
iy, and guards were:posted all round to: en-
-forpe the vbservence- of it. This was a very
Jucrative station’ to-the soldiers, for the Jews
" used to give money to come and sae the ruins
of  their city and tomple, and to weep over
thetn, especially on the day whereon Jerusa-
lem had been taken und destroyed by Titus
‘and +the Roman army. It does not appear
that the Jews had ever the liberty .of approach-
ing the city except by stealth, or bribery, as
long asiit continued-ip subjection to the Greek
Emperows.  In-thé early part of the seventh
ceptary; and in the beginning of the reign of
the Emperor Heraclius; it was taken and plun-
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dered by Chonoes. King of Persis, and the
greatest cruelties exercised upon tha inhabit-
.ants. Ninety thousand Chyistians aré ssid to
_have been sold and sacrificed to the -malice and
revenge of the Jews. But Heraclius soon re-
pelled and routed the Persians, rescued Jeru- .
salem out of their hands, and banished all
Jows, forbidding them, nndet the sevenest pe-
‘nalties, to ceme witltin - three . mles of the
city..

Jorusalem was hardly: reoometed from. the
depredations of the Perians, before. it'was ex-
posed to a warse evil by the congquering asms
of the Saracens. It was in the beginning of
.. the seventh century thut Mabemet pretendad

4bat he was & prophet, and .had authority: to
“propagate 8 new heligion; aad as- his fallowess
gusually increased in: number; enticed,.pro-
}f by- the- encouragement ha-.gave: to. the
gence of the- passions, by the - extexmi-
nating war he made on all who would hot join
his sumdard, and by the assurence be gave to
his deluded soldlers, that these who fell in
battle on his side would thereby obtain an en-
failing passport into heaven, this false .religion
epread itself through the comptinent of Asia.—
Mahoweét himself conquéred -rome: parts of
Arabia. His successor, Abubekir, broke into
Palestine and Syria. Omar, the next Caliph,
w23 one of the most rapid conquierors wha ever
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spreall desolation over the face of the earth. His
“reign was of no longer duration than ten years
and a half, and in that time he subdued all
Arabis, Syria, Mesopotamia, and Egypt.—
-His army invested Jerusalem. He came
-thither in person; and the Christians after a
‘Jong siege, beingreduced to the greatest ex-
‘tremities, in the year of our Lord 637, sur-
rendéred the city wupon capitulation. He
-granted them very favorable conditions; he
‘would not allow any of their churches to be
taken from them, but only demanded of the
Patriarch a place where he might build a
-thosque. The Patriarch shewed him Jacob’s
‘stone, ‘and the place  where Solomon’s temple
+hed been built. This place Omar -himself
‘began to prepare, and his efforts were seconded
‘bythe principal officers of his army, so that it
‘was in this pf:ce the first mosque was erected
in Jerusalem. C .
Omar, the conquerer of Jerusalem, is by
soife authors said to have died there, being
'stabbed by one of his slaves at morning pray-
" ers, in the mosque 'which he had -erected.—
‘Abdolmelik, the twelfth Caliph, enlarged the
mosqtie at Jerusalem, and ordered the people
to go thither, instead of going, as before, to
the tomb of Mahomet at Mecca, in Arabia;
so that in a short time the Musselmen, or fol-
lotvers of Mahomet, ‘were seen repairing to
Jerusalem for the purposes of devotion. . .

PS
.
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in this wanner “the Holy City " was trans-
ferred from the possession of the Greek Chris-
tians into the hands of the Arabian Mussel-
men, and continued in subjection to the Ca-
liphs till the latter part of the eleventh century,
that is, above four centuries. At that time a
new race from the interior of Asia, called the
Turks, had made themselves masters of Persia,
had usurped the government,. but at the same
time adopted the religion of the country, which
was the Mahometan ; and being firmly seated
there, they extended their conquests as far
as Jerusalem and beyond it. They drove out
the Arabians, and despoiled the Caliphs of

their pow of it, till, be-
ing weak: st themselves,
they wer by the Caliph
of Egypt m, - perceiving

the divisions and weakness of the Turks, ad-
vanced to Jerusalem with a great army, and
the Turks expecting no succour, presently sur-
rendered it to him. But though it thus changed
masters, and passed from the Arabians to the
Turks, and from the Turks to the Egyptians,
yet the religion professed there was still the
same, the Mahometan being authorized and
established, and the Christians obliged - to pay
a sum of money annually for permission to ex-
ercise theirs. : . .

The Egyptians enjoyed the conquest but a
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short time, for in the same year that they took
ossession of it, they were dispossessed again
y the Franks, as they are generally called,
or the Latin -Christians, who, under the. name -
of Crusaders, or Champions of the Cross, as-
sembled from different parts of Europe, and
marched into Asia, for the purpose of wresting
“ taE Hory City” from the hands of the in-
fidels.. Peter the Hermit, of Amiens, in
Frauce, had gone on a pilgrimage to Pales-
tine, and having there witpessad and shared
in the distresses and persecutions whi¢h the
Christians suffered from the Mahometans; he
represented them on his return in such pathe-
tic terms, that, by his instigation, the West
wdd stirred up against the Kast, EKurope
ogainst Asia, for the retaking of Jerusalem,
and for the .recovery of the Holy. Land. It
was the mistaken opinion prevalént at- that
day, that what they considered . a . meritorious-
object, justified the meaps. by whiah:ihat dlject
was pursued, and that, could they hut plant the
standard of the cross where our blessed Re-
deemer had suffered for the sins of the world,
- they might violate the. Jast :commandment
which he had left with. mapkind, . that they
should love one another.. Yqung .and:old,
men and women, kings, nobles; ;peasants; and
mechauics, all were eager to. engage in what -
they celled a holy, war; forgetting. that the °
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- Christion religien inculcated peace and good
brotherhood instead of enmity and slaughter.
Some assert that the number of those who
went upon this expedition amounted to above
a million, whilst they who make the lowest
computation affirm, that there were at least
threc hundred thousand fighting men.

After some losses and some victories, this
immense army sat down before Jerusalem, and
after a siege of five weeks took it by storm,
on. the fifteenth of July, in the year of our
Lord 1099, and all-who were ‘not Christians
they put to the sword. They massacred ‘above
seventy - thousand Musselmen, and all the
- Jews that were in the place they gathered to-*
gether and slew ; burning, and ‘otherwise “de-
stroying, -all the spoil tbat was found in ihe
mosques, which was of irestimable value.~~-
‘Godfrey of Boulogne was chosen king, and
there reigned- nine kings in succession, and the
kingdom subsisted eighty years, till the yéar
of our Lord 1187, when the Mahometans te-
gained their former dominion. ‘

At that time:Saladin, a native of the coun-
try which lies beyond the river T'igris, having
acquired great renown as a general, subverte
the government of the Caliphs in Egypt, "and
caused himself to-be proclaimed Sultan. ~1av-
ing also subdued Syria 6nd Arabia, he formed
the design of besieging Jerusalem, and of put-
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ting an end to that kingdom. He marched
dgainst-it at- the head of a victorious army,
and finding the place ill prepared for defeunce,
he was able in fourtéen days to make a breach
in the walls; and ‘to plant upon them his vic-
to¥ious banners. What might have been the
result of this a¥sault to the besieged it is diffi-
euft to-say. ~ An indiscriminate slaughter would
have doubtless followed, if a desperate and
guceessful struggle - of the' Christians bad .not
reminded him that his victory was' not yet
sécure, and that despair might make it more
difficult than he at first expected. He ¢on-
sented therefore to accept the surrender of the
city and to spare the lives of the inhabitants.
The Greek or Oriental Christians he permitted
to live under his dominion, but the Franks;: or
Western Christians,-were compelled to'depart
to T'yre, orother places on the sed coast which
werein possessionof theit countrymen; and itwas
réquirex that both those who were to.depart,is
well as those who remained, should ransom thieir
lives at the price of ten-pieces of gold for each man;
five for edch woman, - and one for each child.
Thosé who should be unable to purchase their
fréeedom at this rate being eondemned: fo per-
petaal slavery. - The rigour of these conditions
were aftérwards, however, relaxed; he ac:
cépted thirty thousand pieces of gold for the
' tensom of seven thousand poor—three thousand
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More were dismissed without ransem, and -tha
numher of slaves was reduced to fourteen
thousand persons. ,
Though the city was in the hands of the
Mahometans, the Christians had still their no-
minal King: Richard the First of England,
who had been distinguished for his courage -
in the holy wars, for some time enjoying ‘the
empty title. Under him, apd Philip King of
France, Acre was taken,:after a siage which
cost the Christians above one hnndred thousand
men. From thence he marched to Ascalon,
on the coast, and at the commencement of the
following spring to Jerusalem. The war,
however, was carried on languidly after this;
deelining health admonished (these rival so-
vereigns that they weresubjact to thesame weak-
nesses as the lowest of their subjects, and after
a length of time spent in negociation, it was
at last egreed on, that Jerusalem should. be
open without tribute or vexation .to the pil-
grims from Europe, but that the possession. ol
it should remain with the Mahometans, -~
It would be wrong to pass over such events
as these, events which convulsed Kurope. and
Agsia for nearly two hundred yegrs, without
«offering to the young reader the moral which
may be drawn from.-them. A few months
~after this treaty, concluded the life and the
glories of the mighty Saladin; Richard him-
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welf also, in a short time; fell whilst besieging
a castle; and.in little more than.a ;century,
the Crusaders,.were totally cxpe]ledj‘mm.,tbe
Holy Land, after having lost in their Bastern
expeditions, not less than two millions of per-
sons, in pursuit of an object, which however
desirable in itself, and however it might¢ have
originated in reverence for religion, should
never have been sought by means which reli-
gion so explicitly condemps. .
By thus tracing the higtory of Jerusalem
from the destruction by ‘Fifus to the present, it
appeéars evidently that the Holy City *‘has
been trodden down of the Gentiles:” for nearly
eighteen hundred years, the Jews have been
dispersed into all nations. and their land

groaning gn lords and
conquerol j are very me-
morable :: .rodden down
of the Ge the Gentiles
should be 3s of the Gea-
tiles shall 2en the Jews
will be 1 s have been
accomplis___ .. . Ao _.._ctness in the
‘destruction L its continuing
still subjec he dispersion of
their peoplt ill separate from

all others ; anu we may- ve sure. that the re-
maining part of the propbecy will also, in the
appuinted time, receive its fulfilment, when the
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captive daughier kHall loose lierself from the

bandsupon der neck, - and recogtize ‘in the

Saviour whemslie beforb rejected;, ‘the lon

- expectid - Messiab; who suffered the just fo
the ubjust, ‘that he might lead both tbem and

tbe un of munkmd unto (vod -
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Joo b



1

THE HIS'I’ORY_ o "*f{
' OF R

JERUSALEM

WITH THE FINAL DESTRUCTION THEREOF BY ' "\
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THE Justwe, metcy, "and the might T sing, "
"OF heav'n’s just, merciful, alnhghty King "
Who in the prime, when ail' things first’ began,
For man made all, and for himself made man,
Who, heaven lnsplred gave names to every
creature,

Marking thereby their qualities and nature.
All people then one language spake alone,’
Interpreters the wotld then heedéd noné’; T
Then if a traveller had gone as far -~ " ° ;
As from the Arctic to the Antaretic star,
Whatever way he turned his wandering’ feet‘
In every climea countr) mag he'd meet. "
One hundred thirty winters since the ﬁ’o‘od i
The earth one ]anguage on]y undetstdod
Until the son of €ush, the son of C‘ham, :

A prond cloud-scaling tower Eegnn {o frame, -
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Trusting that if the world again were drown’d,
He and his lofty building might rest sound.
All future floods he purpos’d to prevent,
Aspiring to heav'ns glorfous’ batﬂemgut
But vain th’ attempt to fight against the Lord;
Weak is thestreagth that would oppose his word :
To dwell secure from futuré floods they thought,
But swift confusion in 4heir speech is wrought.
Thus by, .the Justwe of the Lord of. hosts,, .
Eacb sev'ral longue was drlv n to sev ‘ral cqasts,
Apd God pecuhar to hlmself md choose e
His most beloyed, . yet hard- hearted J ews .
Jehovah'’s honour with them then did dwell
His name was only known'in Jsrael. >
‘Salem his habitation was of yore, J;i o
In Slon, fnen his glory did adore ) .]'_ )
The sons, qf Heber were th’ adopted stock o
God’s only chosen, holy, sacred ﬂqck
To them he gave his word his cov n,um. hand
His ppt,narehs, Jis propbets and his hand,
Did bless, defend, correct, mstruot and guldo
The Jows, more th;,m alj, nﬁtloqs else beside.
For them a wor]d of wonders hath he done, ,
To them he,apnt hls blest bevotten Son : '
On thews 2 land he f'z:a'" dul bestow, .,
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‘Where milk and honey plenteously did flow.
With them he wastill they his goodness spurned,
And his rich blessings into evil turned :
Whilst to the Lord their homage they addressed
Abroad they triumphed and at home had rest.
And whilst they in his love and fedr aque
They were his people, he their gracious God.
But when impieties began to breed, ,
Aud overthrow old Jacob’s sacred °eed, o
When sin, all sha.meless, the whole; land o er-
spreads,
Then Godsent dreadful vengeance on thelrhea.ds,
And for their hejnous heaping sin on sin,. .

Jerusalem hath oft assaulted heen. : . .:»
First thshak Egypt,s kxng, with mlght and
main, : e

Made havock there in Rehobcam s rei .....
The city, temple, golden vessels, shxelds,
All as a prey to the Egyptlan qulds e
Next Joas came, the king of lsrael, o
Tn Amaziah’s days, with fury. fe]l;. -i. Ar
He brought Judea to Samaria’s, thra,ll

King, kingdom, princes, peers and peppie ail,/f
Then, thirdly, Rezin, king of Aram came;
In Ahaz’-time, with sword and furiaus. ﬂiume.-

’
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TH’ Assyrian, great Sennaclirib, was the noxt,
By whom good Hezekiah was perplext; -

But when these haughty pagans, full of pride,
Contemptuously the God of gods defied;
The'Lord dfhosts, whom nvthing can withstand.
Took his-owa gratious, glorious cauge in ‘hand;
He us'd no humad ‘atm, nor spear, ior sword,
But with his all-commending mighty word,
Smote in one fatal night, unheard, unseen, .
One hundred four score and five thousand men.
Then, fifthly, was Jerusalem subdued,
‘In Judah’s blood th’ Assyrians hands mfbrued
Manasses’ godless glory did expire,

All yield unto the insulting foes desire, .
Usurping conquests all did seize 1ipon,

The king in chains is sent to Babylon, '
Till he, repentig, to his God did call,

Who heard his cry, and freed him out of thrall.
Then, sixthly, Pharaoh- Nccho, Egypts kmg,

To groat distress Jadea’s land did Lring; " .

With sorrow ‘and ‘dismay {hé kingdom fill'd, -
And with & dart good king'Josias kill'd,
Nebuthadnezzar niext made them obey,

When Zedekiah did the sceptresway;
The fierce Chnldss’ans did the king surprise,
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Theyslewhis sons, and next phick'd out his eyés.
Then unto Babylon he was convey'd, - -
1n chaids, in-prison and in datkness leid,
Till death this body from ‘his soul divides,
. He liv'd a wretched slave,. and gladly dies.
Forseventy years, in slavery and wo,
TThoy kopt the Jows,and wauld not let them-go,
* Till Petsian:Cyrus did the kingdom gain,, "
And blest with freedom sent thom home egzin.
Ebe render'd back their vessels and their store,
And badethem build their Temple up oncemore,
Which many years in glorious state did stand,
"THt Ptolemy, eud tis Egyptian band, "
Surpriz'd: the Jews, and made thei all obey,
Assaulting them upon the Sebhiath ddy."-
. ‘Neéxt dfter thet; frony Rome great Ponipey came,
And Judab’s force, by force perforee, did tb'me.
Then did the Cisars bear the imperial rdd,”
The universal World obey’d their nod.
But why detail the:several feuds-which rent, -
‘The Jewish nahon, or their discontent? -
War with the Roman power they veitty wage
Intestine discord: fills theit minds w1th rlwe
At length Judes’s land is overrun, '

By valiant Titus, old: Vespasitn’s son, * ' !
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Then fell they to an unrecover'd wane; -
Were all made captives,-or in fury slain.
Then was the extirpation of them all, -
‘Their jnst their last most fatal final fall,:. .*
Thus mercy (being mock’d) called judgment
down, . .

God’s favour being scorn’d provokes hls fxown
Most unto them his favour was bestow'd, .
Most upon’them the stream of anger ﬂow’d, ,-’

_ He blest, he punished, gave, .and then: he took,
As they his word obey’d, or else forsopk. . - -
‘How oft Jehovah seem’d: his sword to draw,
To make them fear his precepts and his law. *
By .signs, by woaders, and by miraeles, .. ..~
By preaching, parables, and oracles, .. . ;.
He wronght-and soqght theix .faxthless fajth o -

JGUrey:, e g i
But ever. they. obdurate did endure P
Out blest Redeemer came unto hls owp..
Apd 'mongst them npeither was receiv'd or

known. . :
Their ;nupd rgan;mded malice never left, .
Till.they the Lord of life, of Jife bergft.
No tongue or, pen, can,speak.or write the story,
Of the surpassing high immortal glory,

.\;,

3
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- Which he in pity and in love forsook,

And on bimself the buman frailty took.

To save man’s soul his most esteemed gem,
- And bring it to the new Jerasalem.

Bat they impelled by Satan in behaviour,

Laidcursed hands upon our blessed Saviour.
* For which the great Almighty did refuse,
Disperse, and quite forsake the faithless Jews.
Thus sundry times this people fell and rose,
From weal to want, from height of joys to woes.
As they thair gracious God forsook, or not,
His mercy still was with them, ‘or forgot. .
And still the Jews in scatter’'d multitudes,
Deliver'd were to sundry servitudes, :
Chang’d, given, bought, and sold, from land to

land,

Where they not understood nor understand.
To every Monarchy they were made slaves, -
Egypt and Aram, Chaldea them out-braves.
Assyria, Persia, Greoia, lastly Rome,
Invaded them by Heaven's just angry doom.
Four ages did the sons of Heber pass,
Before their final desolation was.
Their first age, aged Patriarchs did guide.
The second, reverend Judges did decide,

L4
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The third by Kings, naught, good, bad, worsa
and worst, .

'The fourth, by prophets, who themblest oreurst] -
As their dread (God-cammanded or forbid:

To bless or, cuzse, e¥'n se the propheta-dids .
Our. Saviour weeping -on. the Mount didividwr.
The City,.and foretold what. would eneter:
And in his tender pity unto them

‘Said,, Ob, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, o
Hadst thou.but known'thy peaee in this thy day,
But thou didst kill the Prophiets and didst:slay
Those that were sent thes gme' and- peace to

bnng’ . ., - Vo o

And preach the' comlng of bkyHmon]y ng
How oft and oft would I (for yonr own.good) -
Have gather'd you, as doth a hen her brood;
But you-would: net, ‘and thérefore to-you all; -

- Vour houses shall to-desolation fall.

Which came.to pass according: as-lie said,

As in the seqand pnrt shadl. be) dmphy"da :

’



PART II.

Confusion, horror, terror, dreadful wars,

Domestic, foreign, inward, outward jars,

Shafts shot at Judah in Jehovah's ire,

Infectious plague, war, famine, sword and fire,.

"Depopulation at the Lord’s command

The final conquest of old Jacob’s land :

These are the themes my mournful muse re-
hearses,

These are the grounds of my lamenting verses,
Since Heber's sons the country first enjoy’d,

Six times it hath heen wasted and destroy’d ;

Twice three times spoil'd, and thirteen times
in all,

War's force or composition caus’d its thrall ;

Whilst the besieged that within did dwell,

Amongst themselves to blind sedition fell..

~ John, Eleazar, Simon, disagree, o

And rend Jerusalem between them three.

These, each contendmg;who should be the chief,

More than the Romans caus'd tbolr country 3
grief;
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They strove each other to surpass in evil,

And labour’d most, most how to serve the devil.

They hurly-burly all things overturn’d,

The houses stor'd with victuals down they
burn’d : _ .

With hearts more hard than adamantine rocks,

They trailed Virgins by the amber locks;

The reverend aged they did rend and tear,

About the streets by snowy antient hair.

Some dasht the brains of harmless infants out,

And some on lances points were borne about,

Whilst they relentless villains void of pity,

Consume and ruinate their mother-city.

The temple with unhallow’d hands defil’'d ;

Respect was none, to age, sex, man, or child.

Whilst thus within they made their strength
more weak,

The Roman RAM, th’ opposing walls did break,

Whose dreadful batt’ry made the city tremble,

At which the factious all their powers assemble,

And all together (like good friends) unite,

And ’gainst their foes they sally forth and fight,

Like a swoln river bounded in with banks,

Opposed long, with pike-like reedy ranks, .

"At last th’ ambitious torrent breaks its bounds.

1
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And over-runs whole lordships and eonfounds
The living, and the lifeless that dare bide
The fary of his high insulting pride.
Ev'n so the Jews forth from the city ventar'd,
Aund like a flood the Roman army enter’d,
O’erwhelming in their desp’rate madness all
That durst withstand them, or assaunlt the wall.
They set the fearful engines all on fire,
And bravely tighting made their foes retire;
The battle done, back came these despente men,
And into factions each divide again,
Pell-mell confusion then 'again began,
All order straight into disorder ran.
Their corn and victuals all consum’d with fire,
Their hunger-starved bodies 'gin to tire.
Provisions in a moment spoil’d and wasted,
Which kept, might well for many years have

lasted.

Then famine like a tyrant, roams and rages,
Makes faint (yet furious) havock of all ages.
This was a plague of plagues, a woe of woes,
On ev'ry side grim death did them inclose.
To sally forth, the Romans shed their blood,
To stay within, they starve for want of food.
And if they would go forth the gates were shu,
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And if they stay'd within, their throats were cut.
_ But of all torments, hunger is the worst,

For through the stony walls, (they say) ’twill

- burst. , . ,
The people thus with woe and -want beset,
Did strive how they might to the Romans get, -
They knew that Titus was a noble foe,
And one that did nat glory in their woe;
They thought it best his clemency to try,
And not immur'd in hungry famine dfe.
Resolved thus (despairing in their hopes)
A number sliding down the walls with ropes,
Fled unto Titus, who bemoan’d their case,
Relieved and then receiv'd them to his grace.
Thhus forty-thousand men with famine starv'd,
Were all unhop’d for, by their foes preserv’d.
The city soldiers search’d each house to see,
Where any victuals might conveyed be,
And if they any found, they thought it fit,
"To kill the owners for concealing it.
Some men and women rich and nobly bora,
Gave all they had for one poor strike of corn,
Then in some vault, not easy to be found,
They hid the grajn, and ate it up unground
If any could get fish thoy ate it raw,
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The strongest still the weakest over-awe :

For hunger banish’d natural respect,

1t made the husband his own wife reject,

The wife doth snatch the meat out of his hand,

Which would and should her love and life

command.

All pity from the mother was exxl’d ,

She tears and takes the victuals from her clild;

The child doth with her parents play the thief,

Steals all they have and lets them pine in grief,

Nor free, nor bondmen, fathers, nor yet mothers,

Wives, husbands, servants maatcrs, sxsters,

brothers,

The pining servant will no master know,

The son his father will no duty show;.

‘The commons did no magistrates regard,

ach being for self, for self alone they car 'd.

Things loathsome to be nam’d in time of plenty

Amongst thestarv'd distressed Jews were dainty.

This fumine ran beyond all nature’s bound,

All motherly affection did confound ; % ‘

And turo’ the city made its daily round.

No blood or birth, with it compassion won ; .
. A certain woman kill'd her only son ; ‘

She ate him, she interr'd him in hér womb,
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She made his birth-place, his untimely tomb.
He was her flesh, her sinews, bones and blood,
She (eating him) herself, of self wade food.
Thesoldierssmeltthe meatandstraightassemble,
Which when they saw, dread horror made
them tremble, , -
" Each one with staring hair, and ghastly look,
Affrighted and amaz’d, the house forsook.
"This horrid action quickly overcame
These men, whom force of man could nevertare.
Yé rich and happy, ye who know no care,
Think upon those who had such wretched fare:
Think of Jerusalem amidst your glory,
And then you'll be less dainty and more sorry.
Their greatest, chiefest, only, earthly good,
Was ('twas no matter how they got it) food.
One little piece of bread they reckon’d more,
* Than €’er they valued bags of gold before.
One scrap which full-fed men away would fling,
With them had been a ransom for a king.
Whilst famine play’d the tyrant thus within,
The Roman army strive the walls to win.
Jerusalem had three strong walls of stone,
And long the Romans strove to enter one.
The dearth, . and death by sword and famine
spread  ~
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The streets, the living trod upon the dead.

And wmany great men’s houses full were fill'd

With carcases, which the seditious kill'd’;

Insensible of one another’s woes,

The soldier then the lifeless bodies throws

By hundreds and by thousands o’er the wall.

But when the Romans saw their dismal fall,

‘They told to Titus; which when he perceiv'd,

He wept, and up toward heaven his hands he
heav’d. ' '

And call’'d on God to witness with him this,

These slaughters were no thought or fault of his.

T hese wretches that could ’scape from out the
city, :

Amongst their foes found both relief and pity.

Jf the seditious any caught that tled,

Without remorse they quickly strike him dead

But new my story briefly to conclude, -

Vespasian’s force at length the walls subdu’d,

And his triumphaxct banner was display’d

Amidst the streets, which ma.de the Jews dis-
may'd;

Who desp’ rate to-the temple did ret.u'e,

Whieh an ungodly hand soon set on fire :

Whilst noble Titus with exceeding care
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- Entreated that they would the temple spare.
"Oh! let not after-times report a story,
That you bave burnt the world’s fine matchless
‘glory. ‘
If yo expect grace from Vespasian’s hand,
Then spare the temple, Titus doth command.
The stubborn Romans his entreaties heard,
But urged by fury pay him no regard.
They bura’d, and in their madness did con- -
found '
King Solowon’s great temple to the ground.
That temple which did thirty millions. cost ;
Was in 8 moment all consum’d and lost ;
Where at one offering, as the text says plain,
Were two and twenty thousaad oxen slain.
. One hundred twenty thousand sheep beside,
At the same time for an oblation died. - .
That house of Gon (who reigns above:the
" thunder) '
‘Whose glorious fanie madeall the people wonder,
Was barnt and ransack’d, spite of human aid,
And level with-the humble ground was laid ;
The Roman soldiers (then inspird with rage) "
Spared none, slew all, respect no sex ar age.
John Eleazar, Simon, wicked fiends,

~
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As they deserv'd, were brought $o violent ends,

And from the time the Romans did begin '

The siege, until they did the city win,

By famine, sword and fire, the war deprives

Eleven hundred thousand of their lives;

Besides one hundred thousand at the least,

Woere ta’en and sold as each had been'a beast.

And from the time it was at first erected,

Till by the Romans it was last dejected,

1t stood (as it in history appears)

Twenty-one hundred seveaty and nine years,

But yet e’er Gop his vengeanee down did throw,

‘What strange prodigious wonders did he show ?

First in the firmament th’ offended Lord,

Shew’d them a comet like a'fiery sword.

The temple and the altar, divers nights,

Were all environ’d with bright burning lights,

The temple’s brazen gate, no balts restrain,

But (of itself) it open flew amain. :

Arm'd men and chariots in the air assembled,

The pond'rous earth affrighted, guak’d and
trembled,

A voice cry’d in the temple to this sense,

Let us depart, let us depart from hence.

- These supernatural accidents in sum,
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Foretold some fearful judgment was to come.

But yet the Jews acconnted them as toys,

Or scarecrow bugbears to fright wanton boys

Seoure they revell'd in Jerusalem, ‘-

They thought these signs against their foes,
not them;

But yet when war and death had all perform’d,

When ruin, spoil, and furious flames hadstorm'd,

Those who the desolated place had seen, -

Would not have known' there had a city been.-

Thus Judah and Jerusalem all fell,

Thus was fulfill'd what Christ did once foretel.

Sad desolation all their joys bereft,

And one stone on anotber was not left.
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