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INTRODUCTION. .

I. will, perhaps, be supposed from some things advanced
in the following pages, that the Author is among those,
who reject all double senses in their explication of
Scripture. But he is far from being of their opinion.
- He thinks that many things in the Mosaic writings and
those of the Jewish Prophets admit, nay, even demand
such a two-fold interpretation. But he thinks also that
this mode ought to be very cautiously, if ever used, when
the prophecies delivered by Christ, or his Apostles are
the subjects of investigation ; and for this reason: The
Books of Moses, part of the Psalms and Prophecies,
clearly refer to what the Jewish ceconomy was only a
type or shadow of, and therefore are to be applied to
their reality, the Christian dispensation. But in the
code of this final dispensation we find few Prophecies
except this in question, which were ever construed to
have a double sense; for even the Apocalypse (so far
as he understands Mr. Mede’s Synchronisms) has only
been interpreted to convey one sense in different and
distinct visions. He thinks therefore that a double
meaning should in this prophecy be sedulously avoided,
because it is expressly said in it, that all things shall be
fulfilled in the generation, in which it was delivered:
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and therefore when it is now evident that ouly one of
them has been fulfilled, though the other has been sup-
posed by some divines to be predicted in the same place.
~ and words, the Infidel has but too good grounds to re-
ject the whole as a fiction.

There is another thing in these pages, which seems
to require previous explanation. It is where a distinction
is made between the Prophetic and Parabolic Style. The
author well knows that the term wapaCoan is very fre-
quently used in Seripture for Prophecy, and even (as in
the Book of Job) for a mere speech or answer: but he
knows too that a Parable and a Prophecy are two distinct
things, and are always delivered in Scripture by twomodes

_ of expression, The Prophetic Style is-marked chiefly by
_ its strong hyperbolical figures and glowing metaphors.
The Parabolic, on the contrary, by the most familiar
images; divested of every thing that may be termed
rhetorical and sublime. Invention it has in a great
degree (as being of the nature of Apologue or Fable)
and that oftentimes truly poetical.

The Author thought he perceived this difference
between two parts of our Saviour’s discourse to his Dis-
ciples on the Mount of Olives, and therefore he used
these terms of distinction on an occasion, where such
distinguishing terms seemed to him to elucidate his
general subject.
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AN

EXAMINATION, &

Thae Design in these sheets is to prove, that the Pro-
phecy of our Saviour refers entirely and exclusively to
the destruction of Jerusalem, and not to the end of the
World : which, if proved, refutes the grand objection of
Infidelity, founded on these words at the conclusion of
this Prophecy, ¢ Verily, verily, this generation shall not
pass away before all these things be fulfilled.”

I begin with stating the occasion of its delivery, which
arose in the Temple, when his Disciples were admiring
its superb architecture, and were told by Jesus in a
general way, that the time approached when it would be
totally destroyed. This raised their curiosity to know the
precise time ; therefore immediately after, when he was
retired to the Mount of Olives, ¢ His Disciples came
unto him privately, saying, Tell us when shall these
things be; and what shall be the sign of thy coming,
and of the end of the World?”” Matthew, ch. 24, v. 8.

St. Mark 'agrees with St Matthew perfectly as to the
occasion and place, but puts the Question differently—
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“ And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives over against
the Temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew, came
unto him privately saying, Tell us when shall these things
be? and what shall be the sign, when all these things
shall be fulfilled.” Mark, ch. 13. v. 8.

In like manner St. Luke : ¢ And they asked ixim, say-
ing, Master, but when shall these things be? and what
sign ' shall there be when these things shall come to

' pass?” ch. 21.v.7. By St. John this Prophecy is not .
recorded.

On comparing the three passages above, we find that
it is only in the first, that two Questions are put; the
one concerning the time of the destruction of Jerusalem,
the other of the end of the World. A sign is asked for
in them all, but in St. Matthew only a sign of their
Master’s coming is mentioned. And accordingly in that
Evangelist the sign of the Son of Man’s coming is
mentiemed, as well as his coming in the clouds of
Heaven: but in the two others the sign of the Son of
Man is omitted, but his coming in the clouds with power
and great glory inserted.

We see, therefore, though there is a general harmony
in the accounts of the three Evangelists, yet that the
parrative of St. Matthew is the most circumstantial, and
therefore principally to be attended to. Indeed it appears
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to me, that it would be a very easy thing to interpret
either of the two other accounts in. an exclusive sense, as.
relating merely to the destruction of Jerusalem, and that
it is even impossible to give them any further meaning.
For in them one question only is asked, and therefore (as
just reasoning leads us to expect) only one answer is.
given. Butin St. Matthew’s narrative two questions_are
asked; not only that which relates to Jerusalem, but
that which relates to the end of the world : and to both
these, I hope to shew that two distinct answers are
given; not indeed in the place where, according to the
general notion, the answers are prophetically blended
together, but distinctly and separately. Yet only so
separated as to have a manifest connexion with one
another in the same discourse, and to the same persons,
and from the mouth of the same divine teacher.

If T succeed in this attempt, there will be found no
occasion to alter our own version, and to suppose with
Bishop Newcome and others, that cwlAue 73 wwros
means the end of the (Mosaic) age: for this very phrase
occurs in chapter 13, v. 89 of the same Evangelist;
where Christ explaining the parable of the sower, says,
¢ the harvest is the end of the world.” And again
chapter 28, v. 20, where taking his final leave of his
disciples, our Saviour says, ¢ I am with you always, even
¢ unto the end of the world;” in which two places, the

- exactitude of our translation speaks for itself. The Greek
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terms therefore neither can, nor ought to be wrested to
.a more confined and partial meaning in the present

passage.

These things being premised, I now venture to give it
as my opinion, that this second question is not answered
before we come to the 81st verse of the 25th chapter,
and that the three Parables, which intervene between the
42d verse of the 24th chapter, and the Prophecy just
mentioned, (the two former of which inculcate the duty
of watchfulness, and the third the improvement of the

" talents) are delivered by our Blessed Saviour as cautipnary
precepts, resulting from the uncertainty of the time of
‘the destruction of Jerusalem; which, though comfined
within the limits of one_generation, the precise time
could not be determined. To this the first Parable of
the Householder evidently points, as well as the second of
the ten Virgins : and the immediate.purpose of the third
also seems to be that of inculcating to his hearers the
_ necessity of their being zealous in the use of the talents
committed to them, viz. the supernatural powers given
them of propagating the Gospel during the interval be-
tween his ascension, and their flight from Jerusalem. I
say this seems the immediate purpose ; for it is to be re-
membered, that all this passed in one private conference
between our Lord and Peter, James, John, and Andrew.
I am however far from insinuating, that they have not a
general import and inculcate truths, which it will behove
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- all Christians to attend to,-and precepts which all Chris-
tians ought to practise till the consummation of all things. -
For it is an excellence common to all our Saviour’s dis-
courses, that those which are delivered on a particular
occasion, and even for a private purpose, extend much
further, and are, if not always, yet generally\(')f universal
import. There is also a Reculfa.r beauty in the present
chain of parables. They arise one from another in a re-
 markable climax. The first the most simple—the second
- more varied in point of imagery—and the third so arti~

- ‘ficially (if I xfnay so say) contrived by concluding with the

unprofitable servant’s being cast into outer darkness, as to
" introduce the parabolical, as well as the prophetical ac-
rount of those judicial sentences to be pronounced on the
wicked, as well as the righteous, at the end of the world.
I call it ¢ parabolical account;” because it is delivered
more in that stile, than in the other, The separation of
the sheep and the goats—the addresses to each concern-
ing clothing the naked, visiting the prisoners, all being of
-the pérabolic species of writing, and herein very different
* from the high figurative stile, which occurs in the pro-

. phetic delivery of an answer to the first question. It is

- indeed this very different mode of describing the advent

- of Christ to destroy Jerusalem, and his second advent to

. judge mankind at the end of the world, on which I found
my opinion, that the former cannot possibly include the
latter. Let the two passages be placed one against the
other, to make this more apparent. A
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The description of the Son of Man coming to
destroy Jerusalem, and separate his elect (believers)
from the unbelieving Jews.

Matt. chapter 24. v. 80.

"« And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in
¢ héaven,* and then shall the tribes of the earth (or land)
¢ mourn. And they shall see the Son of Man coming in
¢ the clouds with power and great glory.”
 81. ¢ And he shall send his Angels with a great sound
¢ of a trumpet, and they shall gather his elect from one
¢ end of heaven to the other.”

The description of the Son of Man coming to
judge the rightéeous and the wicked on the last day.

Matt. chapter 25th.

Verse S1. “ When the Son of man shall come in his
¢ glory, and all the holy Angels with him ; then shall he
¢ sit upon the throne of his glory.

32. % And before him shall be gathered all nations
¢ and he shall separate them one from another, as a
. “ shepherd divideth the sheep from the goats.

* Here, according to the prophetic manner, the sign and
coming of the Son of Man is vested in clouds; and his power
and greatglory, how strongly soever exhibited, isnot personally
exhibited ; and whathedoesis done by the ministration of Angels,
to gather together only his elect.



[ 257 )

83. ‘% And he shall set the sheep on the right hand,
* and the goats on the left.

84. ¢ Then shall the King say to them on hisiﬁght
% hand, Come, ye blessed children,” &c. &c.

Here, in parabolic phrase, he comes personally with
his holy Angels, and appears sitting on the throne of his
glory—takes upon himself the office of separating the
righteous from the wicked, under the parabolic images of
sheep and goats. ’ .

If then these two descriptions were given as declaratory
of one and the same event, viz. the end of the world, we
must be obliged to thiuk, that the former was expressed
in terms very incompatible with the latter, and with all
the other various passages in the New Testament, which
relate to the last day, and a future judgment. Whereas,
if we confine the meaning of the Prophecy to the gather-
ing. together of Christians, and saving them from that
.destruction, which Christ’s coming at that time was to
bring on the devoted Jews, the description is in such a
sense full and complete. If we extend it to the other, it
becomes inadequate and defective. Besides, it seems
highly improbable, that, if the divine speaker meant it so
far to extend, he should have given this second descrip-’
tion so immediately after the first, with which, as we have
already shewn, it is so closely connected by the three

VUL, IV. S

~
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parables, which intervene : all of which inculeate truths
peculiarly to be attended to by his apostolic hearers,
who had been told, that though the destruction of Jeru-
salem was to be compleated in that generation, in which
they then lived, the time when could not be ascertained>
Bo more than that of Christ’s second cuming in cwrAna
7% diwos to judge the woeld.

It must however be confessed, that these two passages
_in the Prophecy—¢ Then shall they see the sign of tha
¢ Son of Man coming, and Then shall they see the Son
“ of Man,” (which latter seems to imply the actual sight
of him still more directly,) are strong indications, that he
would aﬁpear personally at the time. Yet when we
know, that he did not so appear, and that among the

" many signs and prodigies, which were then seen, and
which Josephus has recorded, none of them were undes-
stood by either Jews or Christians to be a persomal ap-
pearance, the wrue believer will canclude, from the event,
that his power only was manifested, and the glory, with
which he was invested, was still shrouded in clouds, im
the same manner, as when. he led the Israelites through
the wilderness: and will therefore agree with me, that
the omission of clouds.in the description, of what cam be
construed in no ather sense than that of the last day, ia
no wenk foundation for believing, that he was enshrined:
in them, when ha came to take vengeance an the Jewish
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ndtion, for whicl fliey buve the authority of & prophetfc
expression used by all the thiree Evaugbﬁsts , in which this
passtge occurs. .
" 1 come now to a more close examination of the Po-
phecy, of which I mean riot to give a perpetaal comment,
because this seems unnecessary : but rather to prove, ftr
a series of Annotations, thatevery ¢ircumstance mentioned
in it may jusdly be applied to the first question, asked by
- the Apostles, bat by no means to the second. '

Matthew 24. v. 8. And as he sat upon the Mount of
Ofives, the disciples come unto him privately, saying,
Tell us, when shall these things be ? and what shall be'tlte' -
sign of thy eoming, and of the end of the world?

4. And Jesus answered and said unto them, Fake heél? '
that no man deceive you.

ANNOTATIONS.

Verse 8. From this to the 13th nothing occurs, wl:uch
is not clearly prophétic of what was to happen between
the time of his ascension into heaven, and the beginning
of the siege. ‘

Bvery expositor, I believe, agrees in this. In Bishop
Newcomie’s Observations on our Lord’s conduct, as a
Divine Instructor, this matter is treated copiously. See
pagge 185.
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5. For many shall come in my name; saying, I am
Christ ; and shall deceive many.

6. And ye shall bear of wars and ruinours of wars, see

that ye be not troubled : for all these things must come
to pass, but the end is not yet.

7. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom : and there shall be famines and pesti-
lences and earthquakes in diverse places.

8. All these are the beginnings of sorrows.

9. Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and
shall kill you : and ye shall be hated of all nations for my
name’s sake.

10. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray
one another, and shall hate one another.

11. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall de-
ceive many.

12. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of
.many shall wax cold.

13. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved.

,

' ANNOTATIONS.

Verse 18. The end, o rios, clearly means the end of
the Jewish calamities. If the text means, that every
person who endures to the end of the world were to be
saved, this would be a strange declaration in this place ;
but that he who continues a true believer in Christ, shall
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14, And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world, for a witness unto all Nations: and
then shall the end come.

15. When ye therefore shall see the.abomination of
Desolation spoken of by Daniel the Prophet, stand in
the holy place (whoso readeth, let him understand.)

ANNOTATIONS. .
not be included in the general wreck of Jerusalem, is
perfectly consistent with the context.

14. The Gospel of the kingdom means here not a
general conversion to Christianity, but that it shall be
preached and known to be a Religion universally. It was
- preached at Rome before Titus laid siege to Jerusalem.
The whole worldis one of those hyperbolical expressions,
like for ever, denoting only a large extent, either of
place or time, common to Prophecy. It frequently meant
Rome and the Roman Empire.

15. See Bishop Newcome on the verse, where he ex-
plains the time of the abomination of Desolation ta be
that, when Titus made his first three encampments
round the City: and the abomination to be the appear-
ance of the statues of the Heathen Deities, which the
Romans carried on their standards. The Holy Place he
believes to mean the precincts of the City; these, as
well as the City itself, being accounted holy. In proof
of this he quotes Maccabees, ch. 10, ver. 11, where it
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}6. Then let them which be o Judwn flee into the
. Jaountajng.
17. Let him which is on the houss-tap, mot come
down to take any thing owt of bis howse.

ANNOTATIONS.
appears to be declared so by King Demetrius, *Let
Jerusalem also be holy and free, with the borders there-
of.” However this be, the next verse

16. Manifestly proves that it relates to Jerusalem, and
not to the end of the world, when it says,  Let them,
which be in Judeea, flee to the mountains,” i. e, when
Jerusalem is besieged. So that whatever may be the
precise meaning of the abamination of Desolation, it
is sufficient for us to consider it in the prophetic way, ia
which Daniel used it, and in which Christ repeated it.

17. From this to the 27th verse nothing occurs that

does not exclusively predict what would happen to the
emigrants from Judea, as well belieyers, as others. All
of them in such circumstauces would look to a deliverer,
and false ones might mislead them, as history informs
us was the case. These verses, therefore, are only ad-
monitions to Christ’s ¢ken elect, for whose sake, be says,
that those days of calamity should be shortened, Wg
well know (God be hlessed) that there have since been
days which deserve not that name; and yet the end of
the world is not come; therefore, g5 the completion of
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18. Neiﬁier let him which is in the field return back
to take his clothes.

16. And woe unto them that are with child, and to
them that give suek in those days.

20. But pray ye, that your flight be not in the winter,
neither on the sabbath-day.

21. For then shall be great tribulation, such as was
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor
ever shall be.

22. And except those days should be shortened there
should no flesh be saved: but for the Elect’s sake those
days shall be shortened. _

23. Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is
Christ, or there; believe it not.

24. For there shall arise false Christs and false pro-
phets, and shall shew great signs and wonders, insomuch
that- (if it were possible) they shall deceive the very
Elect.

25. Behold I have told you before.

26. Wherefore, if theyshall say unto you, Behold, he

v r T LASEES AA I & & auas mam

ANNOTATIONS,
Prophecy fails in this particular, hut holds good with
respect to the destruction of Jerusalem, we seém autho-
rived to asgert, that the divine Prophet did not in this
place sllude to the end of the world.



[ 264 ]

is in the desert, go not forth ; Behold, he is in the secret
chambers ; believe it not. .
27. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of
the Son of Man be.
28. For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the
eagles be gathered together..

ANNOTATIONS.

27. 1 do not think that the similitude of the lightning
necessarily means, that Christ’s coming should be sud-
den; but that the effects of it should be extensive
through all the land of Judea. It is to be observed,
that this verse is the first in which his coming (rapssia)
is mentioned ; and it is mentioned in conjunction with
the coming of the Rom;zns, who were to be the Ministers
of his vengeance.

28, This coming of the Romans is, in my opinion,
clearly marked by the eagles gathered together, in allu-
sion to the Roman standard. I know some divines,
among whom is Mr. Gilpin in his late Exposition, are of
a different opinion ; but to me this verse appears-to be
in the true prophetic style; neither too clear for the
time in which, or for the persons to whom it was deli-
vered; mnor too obscure to be fully developed by the
event, that is, when.the Prophecy was accomplished.
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‘- 29. Immediately after the tribulation of- those days,
- shall the sun be darkened, and the'moon shall not give
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and-the
powers.of the heavens shall be shaken.

- 80. And then shall appear the slgn .of the Son of

ANNOTATIONS, .

29. That is, the tribulation prior to.that day, on

which the siege commenced: for to thase prior’ days
. every part of our Saviour’s speech has hitherto referred.
And now, as might be expected, his style rises into that
highly figurative one which, from the hyperboles em-
ployed, is a specimen of what is justly called prophetic
writing, and which Isaiah and the greater Prophets had
heretofore used to describe the fall or rise of nations, or
any other great temporal event.. Concerning the usual
prophetic terms, and their explanations, to which the
Jews were accustomed, much might here be quoted from
various divines. It is sufficient here to quote Bishop .
Hurd’s ninth Sermon on the Style of Prophecy in gene-
ral; and his sixth on Christ’s second coming; that part
* particularly, which treats of this identical Prophecy,
though I am sorry to find, that he disagrees with me,
when he says, “I know that this Prophecy admits a
“ secondary sense.” See Sermon VI p-171.

80. If the sign of the Son of Man be taken literally,
it may be construed to mean those celestial prodigies
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Man in beaven; and then shall all tribes of the esrth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the
elouds of heaven, with power and great glory.

31. And he shall send his Angels with a great sound
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his Whect
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the

- other. : )
82. Now learn a pamble of the fig-tree; when his
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth luvu, ye know

that summer is nigh.

ANNOTATIONS.

attendant on the siege, of which Josephus is full, and
whieh are also recorded by Tacitus in the fifth Book end
thirteenth Chapter of his History. But as Christ speaks
here in the prophetic and figurative style, Acaven may
mean the capital, and the tribes of the earth the dis-
persed Jews throughout Judea; and the sign the ape
pearance of the Roman army, the ministers of vengeance.
However this may be, it is clear, that the imagery can
have neo similitude to the last day, or day of judgment s
for here he comes not to judge, but to destroy his ane«
mies, and save his Elect. This has been noted before,
when the difference of the two accounts was pojsted
out in the preliminary remarks. -

81. This verse is in the high prophetie style, and with
this verse it ceases, and in the next descends to the

pambolic.
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33, So kikewise ye, when ye shall sso ol these thiegs,

know that it is near, even at the doors.

84. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not
pass, till all these things be fulfilled.

ANNOTATIQNS,

34. No artifice of interpretation can make these werds
imply any thing either more or less than what they do+
they expressly declare, that “ this generation (the gene~
¢ ration in which he was speaking) ehall not pass away,
¢ till all these ‘things be fulfilled.” Now, if this pro~
phecy, as far as it has gone, has a double sensa, if it has
predicted the last day, as well as the destruction of Jeru-
salem, what can we say to it, except that it was only
particularly a true Prophecy. One part of which lak-
delity itself must allow to have been fulfilled; yet the
other part the firmest heliever dares not say has beea so,
because many generations have passed away, and the
Jast day is not yet come, AW these Lhings, therefare,
bave not heen fulfilled, On that account, it is of the
bighest impartance to those, who would vindicate the
tryth of Christianity, a6 I have here attempted to do,
hold that this prophecy relates aply to the first quastion
asked by the Apastles, © When shall these things bed” "
and to seek for an answer to their secand in the remaine
ing part of Christ’s discourse, where I bave ¢hown they
may he sure to find it; nat indesd fully answered ae
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85. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away. '

ANNOTATIONS, _
more than the former was, and this for the reason given
afterwards in the 36th verse. But before I comment
on that, I must here observe that Dr. Clarke thinks it to
be an extraordinary ingenious conjecture of Grotius’s to -
make nusga exem, that day, in verse 86, opposed to
ravle Ta wailw, all these things, in verse 34, and would
have the sense to be “ the destructio of Jerusalem shall
¢ be presently, but the last day of Judgment is known
¢ to none but God.” And Dr. Benson, who seems to
favour this comjecture (See his Introduction to Lis Para-
phrase on St. Paul’s Ep. p. 30), though he does not
allow of a double sense in this, or indeed in any Pro-
phecy, thinks it would be a more just division of the
chapters, if the 25th of St. Matthew began at the 36th
verse of the 24th. For my own part, I am a friend to
no divisions of chapters whatever, as I think they have
but too frequently perplexed the meaning of the New
Testament-writers, and ‘particularly in this place; where
one individual discourse of our Saviour with four Apos-
tles privately, is frittered into two portions so very inju-
diciously. Neither can I admit the conjecture of so
celebrated a critic as Grotius-in this place, to be more
“than ingenious, It would scarcely have been true, even
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86, .But of that day and “hour knoweth no man, no,
not the Angels of Heaven, but my Father only.

ANNOTATIONS.
if instead of ravla warra, erepn had been added to nuspz,
and the translation of ¢ But of that other day knoweth
 no man,” &c.; for though some subsequent passages
might be construed as relating to the ‘day of judgment,
" as the time ‘of Noah before the flood (see v. 38, 89) yet
there are others that will not, as v. 40, 41, where two
men shall be in a field, and two women grinding at a
mill, of which one of each shall be taken and oné left ;
which, as I have said in another note, contradicts the-
subsequent - description of the last judgment, where all
shall be gathered together, and all separated by Christ .
-himself, Yet I am ready to allow, that the general and .
rep_eated' admonitions to watchfulness, which are conti-
nued through the rest of his discourse, sometimes in
direet precepts, at others by parabolic inference, intro-
duce his answer to the second question as pertinently,
as his caution against deceivers and false Messiahs was
introductory to the first: and that both these introduc-
tions, though delivered only to the four Apostles, were
meant to be of universal use and application to all
Christians in all ages. Yet to declare one truth directly,
but in such a manner that another truth may be deduced
from it consequentially, is a distinction; which should
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§7. Pat a5 the days of Nosk weve; s0 sl also the
coming of the Son of Man be.

ANNOTATIONS.
* always be attended to, and im ac place more aecarately
that i the whole of this most important discomss. To
exphin myself still move clewly, by owe historieal s
stance, where thousands might be adduced. In the time -
of Cromwell’s usarpation, when Fifth Monarely men and
other fanatics were so mtich abroad, the cantionwry ads
vice at the exordiunt of this disedurve ouglit t¢ have:
been as muek attended to by Christians of the timve, ay
it was primarfly by the Apesfles, to whom it wus deli-
vered. Yet nobody will say, that the Propheey had i
& dowble sense any allusion to that turbulent petiod of
English history.

86. The divire Prophet here declarves, that the pre-
cise time and season of the destruction of Jerwalem is
. known to o man, no, mot the Angels, &e. If then thiy
declaration was made by Christ, when speaking only of
what may be ‘ealled, great ae it was, but & mere loesl
cireamstanee, when eompared with that most memetits
ges one, the general judgmert of all mawkind, the
Apostles rad all reason previously givew themr to believe,
that to their Iatter question no direct answet could be
giverr; and that they must rest satisfled, as fn the
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88. For as in the days that weze before the flood, they
wrere esting and drinking, marrying and giving is mare
riage until the day that Noah entered into the ark,

ANNOTATIONS.

former case, with a general deséription omly of the two
events, ‘ ’

But we must not quit this verse without observing a
remarkable difference in the three Evangelists, as they
appear in the parallel places. That of St. Matthew, as
abeve, says ¢ the time is known to the Fother only.”
St. Mark adds, that it is kmown not to the Amgels s
heaven, netiher to the S’a:, but to the Father ondy,
ch. xiti. v. 32. In St. Luke, the whole sentemee is
omitted. The words of St. Mark, thevefore, have given
a handle to Socinians and others to question the fore-
kmowledge of the Son. But, I think, their argumens
will have little weight with those, who eunsider how
frequently Christ spealis to his Disciples with & refo-
" rence to his bamanity only. It would be well, howerer,

for the collators of MSB. of the Greek Tesament, to
examine whether the words in St. Mark owe o nog
ape not an imterpolstion. I muention this i passing,
thougin the text its no wasy affects my arguenent.

87. The Propheey being fisished,. X shalli here only
give a general note om what oevurs betwewa this ind
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39." And knew not until the flood came and took them
all away ; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man
be. .

40. Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be
taken, and the other left. : '

41. Two women shall be grinding at the mill: the
one'shall be taken, and the other left. )

42. Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come.”

" ANNOTATIONS.
v. 48, and observe that this sequel, as it may be called,
bas occasioned the general suspicion, that the last judg-
ment was here treated of, as well as the destruction of
Jerusalem. But what can the words * One person to
¢ be taken, and the other left,” &c. have to do with the
last judgment, where all are to be taken and judged,
and none to be left? But when we understand them as
descriptive of those who shall escape from the horrors
of the siege, viz. of emigrant believers and unbelievers
promiscuously endeavouring to save themselves, it be-
comes naturally descriptive of what must and did happen
in that temporary confusion.

41. Here, after inculcating the duty of watchfulness
to his Apostles, their Divine Master enforces it by those
Parables, which have already been so sufficiently noticed,
as here to require no further comment. -
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I have therefore only to add.the following short infer-
ences, by way of recapitulation.

1st.

Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed within the
time of that generation, in which the Prophecy was .
delivered ; therefore so far the Prophecy is undeniably
true. '

2dly.

The Son of Man did not come to judge the world in
that generation ; because we know, that he has not yet
come for that purpose : therefore the Prophecy was not
given as predictive of that event,

sdly.

The Son of Man did not appear personally at the time
of the destruction of Jerusalem, nor did he then say,
that he would judge the righteous and the wicked;
therefore his advent for that purpose must be declared,
if at all, in some other place. But, ‘

4thly. '

He did declare that he would thus come, and made
this declaration in one and the same conversation, which
he had with his Apostles. He declared too, that his
appearance would be personal, sitting on his throne, and
separating the righteous from the wicked, and that seve-
rally he would pronounce sentence on each: therefore

voL. 1v. T
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he has given distinct answers to both the Apostelic
questions ; so that the former cannot be supposed to ia-
clude the latter, without implying a palpable and quite
unnecessary tautology.

THE END.
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