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“thofe repeated promifes of bleffings and happinefs
fuperior to all other nations, which we fo fre-
quently meet with in the Prophecies ? If it be re-

_plied, that the Meffiah’s-being born of the feed of
Abrabam, and of the feed of Ifrael, fulfilled all

" thefe ‘predictions, I anfwer, that tho’ this muft
be allowed to be the higheft honour to the Fewi/%
*nation, yet it has been fo far from promoting the

‘ happinefs of that people in particular, that, on
the contrary, they, of all people, have hitherto

“had the leaft thare, in either the temporal or fpi-
ritual bleflings or benefits that have hitherto ac-
crued to the world from that event : nay, fo far
from receiving any benefit, that they have expe-
rienced little jelfe but calamities fince that pe-
riod. Can the great profperity in THE LAT-

"TER TIMES, {0 often promifed to the children of
Ifrael, be fulfilled by the birth of a Mefiah a-
mong them, if they are ever after to continue in
a ftate of difperfion and adverfity ? No. Letus
therefore conclude, agreeable to the fcripture,
that this people, tho’, (as St. Paul fays, Rom. xi.) -
they are, as concerning the gofpel, enemies for our
Jakes, yet, as concerning the eletion, beloved for the
fatbers' fakes, will, in' due time, find the effelts
of that love, not only by partakimg of the com-
mon benefits of Chriftianity, but alfo of thofe
great and national bleflings, which were firft
promifed to their fathers Abrabim, Ifaac, and
Jacob, and the promife afterwards repeated and

‘ copfirmed
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confirmed to them by the reft of the Pro-
phets.

The enemies of our holy religion, and (what
1 am forry to add) many of its friends too, look
upon this particular regard to the children of
Abrabam, as a partiality not to be afcribed to
Gop ; but thefe perfons feem not to have duly
confidered the cafe: God’s providence and juf-

“tice are in nothing more confpi‘cuous, than in =

the fates of kingdoms and empires : He it is, that”
fetteth up one, and deprcﬁ'etff
politician, the fkilful general, or the brave fol-
dier, being nothing more than inftruments in his
hand ; tho’ they perhaps may confider themfelves
as the fole caufe of fuch revolutions as happen in
the world. The feveral monarchies of the world
have had their rife and fall by divine direétion,
and it has pleafed Providence to punifh one by
- the means of another, whenever its ‘meafure of
.iniquity was filled up. Thus too it was God’s
pleafure to treat his chofen people, when their
fins had rendered them fit obje&ts of his judg-
ments. That the Jews were abfolutely more pro-
fligate and wicked, than ‘all thofe nations whom '
it has pleafed God wholly to deftroy, cannot (I
think) be afferted, without impeaching the di-
vine juftice, and alfo contradiing many parts of
well attefted hiftory. That their wickednefs, at
the time of the deftruétion of their city, was very
- great, muft be allowed; but then, have they not
‘ fuffered

another; the wife .
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fuffered a more grievous punifhent than any other °
people who have not undergone a total excifion, -
whether we regard the great feverity, or the long
continuance of it ? If God therefore, after the
fevere vengeance which he has poured out upon
them, fhall, upon their repentance, not only re- -
ftore them again to their own land, but alfo -
to a much higher degree of national profperity -
and power, than any they ever yet enjoyed,
- where will be the partiality of fuch prodeeding ?
. They may then be'as fit obje&s of* divine favour
upon account of their righteoufnefs, as they have
been of judgment . becaufe of their iniquities.
And indeed this is what the fame Propheci¢s alfo
foretel. All this will not in the leaft impeach the
juftice of Gop, or be any argument of partiality
in‘him. May we not then reply to thefe objec-
tois in the words of Ezekiel : Ye fay the way of
the Lord is nct equal. Hear now is mot the
Lord’s way equal 2 Are not your ways unequal ?
Ezek. xviii. 25. : '
I:fhall' take notice of but one paffage more,
which is a note of Dr. Sbarpe’s, beginning page 68.
the principal part of which I fhall here tranfcribe.
¢ Hence it is evident, that no entire tribes"
¢ were loft in the captivity ; the numbers of thofe
¢ who came back were regiftered in the book of
¢ Efrab and Nebemiab. All Ifrael returned,
¢ and twelve goats were offered for a fin-offering -
¢ for all Ifrael, according to the number of the
< tribes of [frael.~Throughout the {criptures, Old
¢ and
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¢ and New, the exprefionis, ALL ISRAEL,
¢ or the houfe of Ifrael and judab. When our
¢ Lord came, he ordered his difciples to ¢ go
¢ firft to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael.”
¢ Matt. x. 6. xv. 24. St. Pau] declares in the {y-
¢ nagogue at Antioch, * that Fobn had firft preach-
¢ ed the baptifm of repentance to all the people
< of Ifrael” 'Afs xiii. 24: And again, in the'
¢ prefence of Agrippa, fpeaking of the hope of
¢ the promife, he fays, ¢ unto which promife our
« twelve tribes, inftantly ferving God day and
< night, hope to come.” ch. xxvi. 7. St. Pe«
¢ ter fays, * God fent the word unto the children
« of Ifrael, preaching peace by Jefus Chnft.”
¢ Afis x. 36. St. Paul declares, that all Ifrael
¢ fhall- be faved——¢ when the Deliverer-fhall
¢ come out of Sion, and fhall turn away ungod-
¢ linefs from Facob ; for this is my covenant un-
¢ to them, when I fhall rake away their fins.
¢ Rom. xi. 26. 1 will make a new covenant
- ¢ with the houfe of I/7ael, and the houfe of Fu-’
€ dab.” Ffer. xxxi. 31. Heb, iii. 8. This lan-
¢ guage could never have been ufed of all Ifrael
¢ in both fcriptures, if the ten tribes, . if ol I/~
‘rael had been loft in their captivity, having
been carried away into Afyria, to return ho
more till fome future coming of the Meffiah.
If thefe tribes are yet loft, the gofpel is
not yet preached unto them, the new covenant
not made with them, and therefore the Meffiah

5 . Sor
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or Chrift is not yet come! A confequence
deftructive of Chriftianity, but which cannot be -
inferred from any paffage in the whole canon-
of fcripture: the contrary may be proved from
every place in which mention is made of Ifrael;
the houfe of Ifrael, and all Ifrael, after they
were ¢ gathered out of the lands from the
¢ eaft, and from the weft, from the north, and
¢ from the fouth.” Pf. cvii. 2, 3. The perpe-
¢ tual lofs of the ten tribes, never yet return--
¢ ing, but remaining in fome part of the earth,
¢ ftill preferving the diftintion of their -tribes,
< and obferving their rites and ceremonies, is a
¢ fiction, and a mere pretence of the Fews, fup- A
ported only by apocryphal writings, and a moft
¢ extravagant affertion of Fofepbus, who afferts,
¢ that numeration is incapable of exprefling the
¢ infinite myriads of the ten tribes that were in
¢ his time beyond the Euphbrates: an argument
fallacioufly urged to fet afide the evidence of
¢ Chriftianity, by denying any covenant to have
. ¢ been made with the houfe of frael, and theres
¢ fore denying the Meffiah or Chrift to have ap-
¢ peared ; for when he fhall come, a new cove-
¢ nant is to_be made with the houfe of Ifrael ;-
¢ when all Jfrael, all the tribes, the ten tribes of -
¢ Ifrael, the houfe of Ifrael, as well as the houfe
¢ of Fudab, &c. will be faved,’ &&c,—— :
~ To which I anfwer, that altho’ a few might
return along with the two tribes from Babylon, and
5 other
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other places thereabouts, fo that no entite tribes
perhaps might be loft in the captivity (as our
Author obferves), yet it is very certain that ALL
ISRAEL were very far from returning. The
words AL.LL ISR AEL therefore, when they oc-
cur in many places of the New Teftament, muft,
of neceffity, be taken in a limitéd fenfe, and fig-
nify thofe only that then remained of them in
the land of Fudea; tho’ in fome of the texts
quoted by our Author, they may well mean the
whole of them:! As when twelve goats were of-
fered for a fin-offering for all Ifracl, this furely
might be done for thofe who were abfent, as
~ well as for thofe prefent; or the law of Mofes
having ordained that twelve goats fhiould be of-

fered for a fin-offering for wll Ifrael, they might

rot think themfelves at liberty to omit any of that

number, tho’ not one of the ten tribes had re.

turned or been prefent. Asto our Lord’s order-

ing his difciples to go to the loft fheep of the

“houfe of Ifrael, the houfe of Ifrael is not here op-
pofed to the houfe of Fudab ; but the Fews, who

were loft theep of the houfe of Ifrael as much as

- any other tribes, are here mentioned in oppofition
to the Gentiles by our Lord, as appears from the

preceding verfe ¢ Go not into the way of the Gen-

tiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not,

but go ratber to-the loft fheep of the bot{/'e of Ifrael,

Matt X. 5, 6. So alfo, Matt., xxvi. 24. it was

to a woman of Canaan that our, Lord faid, I am

M oot
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not fent but to the lof fheep of the boufe of Ifrael.
And by Febn's preaching the baptifm of repen-.
tance to all the people of Ifrael, can only be meant
that he preached to the Fews, and thofe few of
the fen tribes that might be ftill remaining among
them, they being all the people of Ifrael thag.
were to be found within the compafs of Fobn’s
preaching ; but when St. Paul, in the prefence
of Agrippa, fpeaking of the hope of the promife,
fays,  unto which promife our twelve tribes
“ hope to come,” he here {pcaks of the tribes in
general.  What the promife was, which they
hoped to come to, we are told in the verfe before,,
viz. the promife mede ¢f God unto the Fathers; not
. that of fending the M ffieh into the world, for
this was already paft, and therefore not then a
fubjet of hope, but that of a refurreftion, and
enjoying the promifed land ; for the conne&ion be-.
tween which, fee the learned and fagacious Mr.
Mede’s oblervations on Mazt, xxii. 31. Art. L. of.
the preceding work, p. 4.1n the note : For the bopes.
of which promife, St. Paul adds, that he then flo.d.
and was judged. When the fame Apoftle aifo de-
clares, that aLL Jfrael fhall be faved, he undoubt-
edly means the whole nation, confifting of all the:
tribes. But this faving of Ifrael is yet future, as-
appears from the preceding words; dlindnefs i
part bas bappened to Ifrael, until the fulnefs of the
Geniles be come iny and fo- all Ifrael fhal} be faved.
It appears alfo to be future, from the words.that

immediately
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immediately follow, as it is written, thers fholl come
out of Sion the deliverer, and fhall turn away unged-
linefs from Facob. For this is my covenant unto
them, when I fhell take away their fins. Now this
coming of the deliverer out of Sic#, cannot mean
our Lord’s firf coming ; for ungodlinefs was fo
far from being taken away from Faceb in thofe
days, that they had then mcre of it perhaps than
at any other ume whatfoever, but of his fecond
coming, when he fhall turn away ungodlinefs
from Jaced, by taking away their fins; that is,
by remitting the punithment of them, and re-
deeming them from that captivity they have fo
long fuffered upon account of them.e——The new
covenant with the houfe of Ifrael and the houfe
of Judab, mentioned here, and Fer. xxxi. 31. is
likewife plainly future; for it follows, ver. 34.
of Feremiab, that when this covenant fhall be
made, they fliall all know the Lord, from the
leajt of them unto the greatefp of them y which is
very far from having come to pafs asyet. Add
-to this, what the Lord faith in the two next verfes,
that the feed of Ifrael flicl! not ceafc from being a na-
tion before bim for ever ; and what follows, that rbe
city fhall be built unto the Lord from the tower of
Hananeel unto the gate of the corner and that
it fhall not be plucked up, nor thrown down, any more
for ever. Thefe circumftances, which are to at-
.tend the new covenant here {poken of, prove to.a
demontftration, that this covenant is not yet made

M2 ' with
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with the houfes cf .Jfrae! and Fudab. This lan-
guage therefore might be ufed properly enough,
though the greateft part, or even all the ten tribes,
were carried away to return no more, till fome
future coming of the Meffiah. But, (fays our
Author), ¢ if thefe tribes are yet loft, the gofpel
§ is not yet preached unto them, the new covenant
¢ not made with them, and therefore their Mefliah
¢ or Chrift is not yet come: a circumftance de-
¢ ftruttive of Chn[‘ciamty P ‘ .

That the gofpel is not yet preached to them is
very true, nor the new covenant made with them;
but it.does not follow from hence, that their
Meffiah or Chrift is not yet come. They do not
know him to be come indeed, nor have as yet
rccexved thofe advantages from his coming which
we have, and they themfelves fhall hereafter.
And this is alfo the cafe of many other nations
in the world.  But neither of thefe circumftances
infer any confequences deftruive of Chriftianity.
The truth of our and their Meffiah’s being already
come, does not dcpend upon their, or any other
nation’s knowmrr or not know:ng of it if it
did, the confcqucnces might indeed be deftruc-
tive of Chriftianity ; but, thanks be to Gop, that
event is too well eftablifhed to us, to be rendered

precarious by any people’s ignorance thereof.

' As to'the tribes never yet returning, but re-
maining in fome part of the earth, being a fic-
tion of the 7ew:, fupPortcd only by apocryphal
writings,



| [ 165 ]

writings, and a moft extravagant affertion of o-
Jephus, 8c. there is no reafon for this opinion,
the apocryphal writings being fupported and coun-
tenanced by other accounts in hiftory, not to
mention the reafons given by fome learned and
judicious writers for the genuinenefs and authen-
ticity of thofe books, for which fee Art. LIIL of -
the preccdmg work ; and the extravagant affer-
-tion of Fofepbus, tho’ he makes ufe of an hyper-
bole, is neverthelefs an argumcnt of there bcmg
great numbers of the ten tribes in thofe parts in
his time. That ¢ a new covenant is to -be made
¢ when Chrif fhall come with the boufe of Ifrael;
¢ when all Ifrael, all the tribes, the ten - tribes of If-
¢ rael, the boufe of Ifrael, as well as the boufe of
¢ Fudab, will be faved, 1 allow, and contend for;
but I am convinced by the fcripture reafons be--
fore mentioned, that this will be at the fecond
coming of Chrift ; and therefore the denying any
new covenant to have been made with all the
houfe of Jfrael at his firft appearance, is by no
means denying the Meffiah to have appeared, nor
is it any ways deftru@ive of Chriftianity.

Thus have I carefully and (I hope) impartially l
confidered thofe parts of the Doctor’s difcourfe,
which oppofe the opinions laid down in the forego-
ing work. Many other paffages of his difcourfe I
allow to be very curious, learned and ingcnious,
and to contain fome excellent arguments in de-

fence
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fence of Chriftianity. If any thing I have here
advanced fhall be proved to have a contrary ten-
‘dcncy, 1 fhall be very ready to retrad it, and
render my fincere thanks to him who fhall make
me fenfible of it 3 my chief defign in writing
thefe obfervations being to prove the truth of .
the rewelations delivered to us in the Bible, from
the Prophecies relating to the Fews therein con-
.tained, and to endeavour to lead us into a right
undcrftanding of them.

May the Gop of Truth lcad us all into the
knowledge of it, and give us that difpofition of
mind that fhall be ever ready to embrace it, with-
out regard to our own, or other’s prejudices and
opinions.-

Oww Adka.
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