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278 Of Fulian's dttempt to rebuild

was fo perfe@ly well circumftanced, that .
an Objeor found nothing elfe left to trade -
with but this laft miferable thift : which,
when all other means fail, is ftill at hand"
to keep back that Bugbear to Impiety,
Gop’s MORAL GOVERNMENT.

-In fupport of all that hath been faid,
give me leave to obferve, That the can-
temporary Evidence, who, from their more
intimate knowledge. of the fact, muft needs .
be allowed the beft judges of its nature in-
general, give no intimation that they them- -
felves thought, or that others fufpected it -
to be a natural event. fulian, indeed, to -
cover his confufion, infinuates f fomething
like it, but under cover of the deftruction -
of the Temple at Daphnet; and, other-
wife, in fo oblique and obfcure a manner as
fhews him to be afhamed of fo foolifh an
evafiori. But then his honeft and well. .
inftru@ed Advocate, Amm. Marcellinus, is -
far from giving into this fufpicion; the -
‘different manner in which he relates the
two events at Nicomedig and Ferufalem

f See p. 58, and 62. o

& Which, it is not unlikely, was burnt by common ~
lightening, though Fulian, in his Mifspogan, direétly
cHarges it on the Chriftians,

N

evir
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evidently imply the contrary. In his ac-
count of the former, out of the pure -pa
rade of Science, he digrefles, on the phy-
fical caufes of Earthquakes.  In the latter,
(would the fa& have born him out) he had -
better reafons than anaffe@ation to fhew his
learning, to tell us what the Philofophers
had faid moft plaufible, in favour of a
natural event ; for if fo, the true caufe was -
univerfally miftaken ; ; and Paganifin was
eflentially concerned to have that miftake
reified : on the contrary, Ammianushath
contributed to fupport the general opinion,
by expreflions which evidently imply fupe-
rior agency. Yet was this candid Hiftorian
nothing thy in f{peaking his mind, when
he conceived either fraud or fuperftition -
had too large a fhare in common reports.
For, mentioning the conflagration of Apollo’s -
temple at Daphne, which the Chriftians
boafted to be miraculoufly confumed by
Lightening, he frankly declares it was fuf-
pected to have been fet on fire by them- -
felves®. But why need I infift on the con-
du& of fo fair an Adverfary as Alarcellmu:,

* Sufpicabatur id Chriftianos egiffe flimulatos mvndla, .
quod idem Templum inviti videbant ambitiofo circum-

darj periftylio, L. xxii. c. 13.
T 4 when
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when Libanius, and the reft of j‘alza.n s So-
phitts, thofe bigots to Paganifm, and ‘infla-’
mers of their mafter’s Follies, dared not fo
much as mutter the leaft fufpicion’of this '
nature. Nor was their filence the éffect of -
fear, or want of good-will. In more dan-
gérous and Offenfive -miatters they fpoke
freely ; and with infolence’ enough : For
when' the Chriftians every where gave out
that the death of Fwlian was miraculous, ;
Thefe Friends of his, publicly maintained,
that he was bafely affaffinated by a Chriftian -
Soldler; and undcrtook to make good the
charge, at their own péril, if the Emperor '
would appoint Commiffaries to examine into -
theFact i. Laftly, the Fathers, and Church

! By what I can gather from Anthuny, thls feems to
bave been a very groundlefs charge. Eutropius, who
was in the a&ion, and Marcellinus, who ferved there
in the Body-guards, feem neither of them to have en- °
tertained a fufpicion of this kind.. Fulian was wounded
at the very inftant when the darts of the Parthians were -
known to do the moft execution, that is, in one of -
their feigned retreats. — ¢¢ Clamabant hinc inde Candi-
<< dati (fays /{mmumur) ut fugientium molem, t tanquam
¢¢ ruinam malé compofiti culminis declinaret.”” lib. xxv.
¢. 3- And as to'that circumftance, fo much infifted on’
by the friends of Fulian, ¢ That Sapor being willing to
recompenfe the man whofe hand had worked his deli-
verance, publifhed 2 reward, which no body came in

. ' Hiforians
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IE/I rians, who are fo large in eftablith-
ing the credit of God’s interpofition 2 at Fe-
rufalem, offered -us - not' the leaft hint that.
their Adverfaries ever thought of evading
it by thc pretcnce of a natural event.

toreceive,” it isfo far, from beipg extraordinary, that to.
diftinguith a particular ftroke amidft a general flight of
arrows feems unreafonable to expeét. Yet as foolith
as this circumftance is, the Chnﬂlans themfe]yes' £x-
tolled it, jn order to fupport the rmraa;le of his Deatl;; |
For few were fo ftrangely mdxfcretc ag §mmn:, to de- |
+ feid the morali ity of the pretended Aﬁiﬂinatc A rafhnefs -
which does more difhonour to.the F: aath, than all that ths
contrivances of Fulian could bring upon it. However,
thisfolly, to fpeak no worfe of it, is not to be cbarged
on Cbriftian Principles, but on the Pagan ;. which this. .
Hiftorian would not fuffer his Chriffianity to corre&., .
The cutting off a Tyrant was one of the moft 'il-
luftrious of the Phgan virtues: which made an emingnt
French writer fay, « 11 y avoit, ,un certain Droit dgs ;.
¢ Gens, un opinion ctabllc dans toutes les Republlguef,, .
< de Grice & d’Italie, qui faifoit regarder comme up .
¢« homme vertueux I'affaffin de celui qui avoit ufurpe
¢ Ja fouveraine Puiffance.” — Conf. j'ur les caufes dels
grandeur des Romains;, &c. ci 11.— But.this I leave,. .
thh 7u1':an s other adventures, tomy I Leamed Friand,,

Mr. Fortin: who Ihopc, will_foon oblige
with his curious lﬂ'crtatnons on Eccleﬁa&:mf?f?q:f‘ ’

ty ; compofed, like his ]lfe, not in the fpirit of "Q;r;tro- ..
verfy, nor, what is il worfe, of Party, but of Truth .

and Condor.
We
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"Wk fhall concLUDE with a fhort reca-
pitulation of the whole ARGUMENT.

kas'r, it hath been fhewn, That the
occafion was moft unportant ; and that the
credit and honour of Revelation required
God 5 mterpoﬁtlon at this juncture.

TaA'r Julian aggravated the impiety of
his attempt, by all the infulting circym-

ftances moft likely to bring upon him the

vengcance of Heaven.

" Tuat the Faé was, in its nature, fuch
as leaft admitted of unfaithful accounts con-
cernmg it.

“TuaT the Event is cftablithed by all

the power of human Teftimony: That
the Church hath borne witnefs to it by a
full, confiftent, and contemporary Evi-
dence: that the adverfaries of our: holy

Faith, who were in the neighbourhood of

the fcene, and the followers of Sulian,

who were moft partial to his views, have
confirmed it; and laftly, that the Emperor -

himfelf hath confefled it, though with that

difingenuity which™ characerifes the Sophiff -

and
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and the Bigof, in. what party foever they

are found

THE oB JECTIONS to the reahty of the ’

eraclc were then confidered.

IT hath been fhewn, that, ‘from the -

word of Prophecy, and the courfe of God’s
Difpenfations, his interpofition was even

néceflary to fupport the honour of Reli-

glon

Tuat the Evidence of the Hiftorian,
Am. Marcellinus, is fo full and perfect in
all its parts, that there is no circumftance

exifting in his Charatter or Teftimony,

which an Unbeliever could abufe to keep
back his affent ; nor any circumftance

wanting, which a Believer would deﬁrc,

to prevent a cavil.

TuaT the feveral accounts of the Fa-
-thers of the Church and the Ecclefiaflical
Hiftorians are not only confiftent with, but
highly corroborative of, one another :
and, that fuch parts of their relations as ap-

pear at firft fight moft prodigious, are in- -
deed, when maturely examined, the parts

which moft deferve credit.

THAT
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THAT it is very
impoffible, that the Eruption fhould be
the effe& of buman.art and contrivance :

ANp laftly, that it is no lefs abfurd to

fuppefe it a natural event.

Tuvus new light continually- fpi'inging. :

up from each circumftance as it paffed in
review; by fuch time as the whole was
confidered, this illuftrious Miracle, we fee,
bath came out.in one full blaze of evidenoe.

WheN, therefore, the Réader reflets,
how little this invincible Demonftration for
our- holy Faith had been hitherto attended

to; how flightly it was touched upon; .

and how hattily and flovenly hurried over,
He will poffibly ' fee' caufe to wonder as
much atthis ftrange inattention as at the un-
reafonable ¢redulity of the blind adorers of

Antiquity. For thoughit hath ever ftruck -

the learned and impartial obferver with the
fuperiority of it’s evidence, -yet rio one be-
fore, that I know of, hath thought fit, ta fet

that fuperiority in a juft light, though

pravoked to it by what is moft provoking,
the indifcretion of our FrIenps: Some

of whom have hinted their fufp1c10ns in
Pprivate ;

ely, nay. almoft
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the Temple of Jerifalem.  8g
pnvatc ; and-others; gwenamorc opnnmn-
.mations of its falthood. -

Tars, in part, may be owing to thofe
-tlckh{h clrcumf’cances in the evidence of the
’Fatbers, ‘which, on examination, we have
fhewn to be its principal fupport. But whit
‘hath chxeﬁy occafionéd this negle@, .T.am
perfuaded, is the ftate and condmon of the
“Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of that time.; when the
light of Miracles was furroundcd with. fuch
a fwarm of Monkifh Fables, as darkcned the
brighteft of its rays ; fo that thg, butthe
force of its divine extraion, could ever
have brokethrough them. Nay, as if thefe.
unhappy Artificers defigned-what they ¢fféct-
ed, they were pot content to counterfeit-the
hand of God on ether occafions, but-woullf
try their {kill on b5, where it hadbeen fo
emmently difplayed; and woukd mimicevdn
itsmoft effential and triumphant circumftan=
ces. Thus Church Hiffory informs us, that
when Fulianand hisbrother Gallus projeceelt
to build a Temple over the Sepulchre of one
St. Mamas, that part which Flian under-
took Jfell dwwn again as foon as it was built;
the Saint, it feems, difdaining the Service o{ '
the future Apoftate. The cloudy Monk,
whoinvented this fable, had, we fee, two

conceits
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.conceits in his head: he would compare
Sulian to Casm, and yet not give him the
privilege of that Out-law, but make him an
”unlucky Builder throughlife. The fame Hi-
ﬁa again informs us ¥, That once, when
Fulian facrificed, there was found unpreﬁ'ed

upon the entrails of the vi&im, & Crofs .

within a crown or circle: for when the

Monks had once got the Apoftate into |

their Hands, they confidered him as a De-
moniac they were to exorcife; and fo,
charmed and tormented him with Croffes.

Thuus they drefled up their Impoftures,
as like as they could, in garb and fathion,
to Miracles of heavenly extraétion ; with thé

Spirit, or (muft we fay?) in imitation of -

thofe Pagan Priefts who forged theirAncilia,
to fecure the facred fhield which fell from
Heaven. As if they had taken it into thei¢
heads, that true Mxracles, unattended with
Delufions, were in the fame danger from
- the Enemies of the Faith, that the Pallg-
dium of Rome was from Robbers without a
numerous Guard of brazen Counterfeits.

k Greg. Naz. Qrat. iii. Soz.lv.c.2.

FINIS.
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