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238 Of .Jukians Astempt to rebusld
Mifficnaries, but on the Chingfe themfelves,
the prondeft and vaineft People upon earth;
arrogating to themfelves the invention and
improvement of every kind of Axt-and Sci~
ence. They boafted, in the fame manner,
of the antiquity and perfe@ion .of their
Aftronomy and Mathematiocs, But here
their performances foan betrayed the folly
and impudence of their pretences. It was
ot {0 eafy to-dete@ them in the fubJe&m
queltion.” The Miffionaries, on their arri-
val, faw Cannon, which doubtlefs had lain
there for two or three ages. And of thefe,
the Chinefe were at hiberty to fable what
they pleafed. But, it appears plain enough,
they were indebted for them to theircom-
merce with the Mabometans, fome time
between the voyage of - Mundevi/ and the
arrival of the Miffionaries: very likely foon
after their invention in Exrope; for Peter
Mexia Ipeaks of the Moors as having the
ufe of Cannon about the year 1343. A

probability very much fupported by the -

<candid confeffion of the Chinefe themfelves
* {in 2 modeftér humounr) that though they

had Cannon from the moft early times of

-~

their ‘Empire, yet,.till the Taertar war,
{poken of above, they were totally un-
. ' acquainted
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acquaitited with the managcmtnt of dml
lery. .

LeT thisfuffice, m*aaner t6 an Ob ec-
‘tion, or Sufpicion rather,and that the wxld-
éft that ever Infidelity advanced to elude the
‘force of fober eviflence. An Objetion not
“only unfypported by Antiquity, but difcre-
dited by itfelf. Tnventions which promote -
‘the health and thpmefs of our fpecies,
‘have been often indeed kept concealed ;
and when at laft communicated, foon loﬁ
"agam, and forgotten. But the natural ma-
. ‘lignity of our nature would never fuffer fo
"deftructive and pernicious an invention to
remain long a fecret; or, when it was once
’known, ever to be difufed or remitted. So
‘that if this kind of artificial fire was an
-early difcovery of the Egyptian Sages, it had
a fortune which can never be accounted for
- “on the common principles of human con-
duét.

VI. Tue laft Objection, which is a little
more plaufible, is to be received with a
‘great deal more ceremony and diftin@ion ;
as coming from the great Intimados of Na-
ture, the Secretaries and:-Confidents of her

3 - intrigues.
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-intrigues. Thefe Men tell us, “ That the
fire, which burft from the foundations
of the Temple, was a mere NATURAL
eruption. The regions in dnd about
the Leffer Afia were (they fay) in all ages
fubje& to Earthquakes, caufed by fub-
terranous fires : and the Land of Fudea
in particular had its entrails full of thefe
deftructive principles, as appears from
the prefent face of the Country about
Sodom and Gomorrab. ‘That this Erup-
tion from the mountain of the Temple,
had all the marks of a zatural event,
as appears from its being attended with
the fame circumitances which have ac-
companied all fuch ; and particularly the
Earthquake and Eruption at Nicomedia.
Nor is the time, in which it happened,
fufficient to oppofe to this conclufion. For
thefe commotions of nature being frequent
in every age, it is no wonder they thould
fometimes fall in with thofe moral difor-
ders,. occafioned by religious fquabbles,
which are as frequent; nor that, at fuch
a jun&ure, frighted Superftition fhould
catch at thefe accidents of terror to fup- .
_port a labouring caufe. Hence it was (fay

they
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they) that fupiter Ammon was made to de-
ftroy the Army of Cambyfes, when fent to
burn his Temple, and lay wafte the Coun-
try of his Worthippers; and Apolls, to fall
upon the Army of Brennus, when he led it
to plunder the Temple at Delphi.”

Turs is the Objecion: and I have
not fcrupled to help the Objectors to fet it
off. For befides the diftin@ion due to
their chara@er, I had other reafons why I
would willingly have it feen in its beft
light.

ing the Event in queﬁlon, and jbme, which
have been generally held the moft mira-
calous, 1 have myfelf delivered as the
effe@s of natural caufes ; induced thereto
by the love of Truth, and a fond defire of
reconciling the Fact itfelf, and the Chriftian
- Eathers, who relate it, to the Free-thinker's
more favourable opinion. It will be fit,
therefore, I fhould explain and juftify my
own conduct before I object to that of my
. Adverfaries.

 Tue Agency of a fuperior Being, on any
portxon of the vifible Creation lying within
: R the
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the reach of our fenfes (whereby it acquires

properties and dire¢tions different from
what we hold it capable of receiving from
the eftablithed Laws of matter and motion)
we call a Miracle.

To afk, whether God’s immediate Agen~
¢y makes a neceffary part of the definition;
or whether, to give a Miracle its name, it
be fufficient that another Being, fuperior
to Man, performed the operation, appears
to me a very impertinent enquiry. Becaufe
there are but two forts of Men who con~
cern themfelves about the ‘matter ; Thofe
who hold God’s moral government ; and
‘Thofe who allow only his natural. ’

Tue firft fort, the Religionifts, muft,
on their proper principles, allow, that a
work performed by fuperior agency, in
confirmation of a Do&rine worthy of God,
and remaining uncontrouled by a greater,
can be no other than the atteftation of
Heaven, to which God hath fet his hand
and feal. Becaufe the permitting an evif

Being to perform thefe wonders, would be -

deceiving his- Creatures, who know little
or nothing of the World of Spirits. It would.
be drawing them unavoidably into errory

' where
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where they would be fixed ; which is con-~
trary to what the Religionift conceives of
God’s moral attributes, and, confequently,
of his Government. As to the SeGators of
Nuturalifm, the fpecific qualities of a Mi-
racle never come within the range of their
enquiries ; for, holding only the nafural go-
vernment of God, they deny, of courfe, the
~ very exiftence of every thing that implies
his moral Regimen.

MiracLes, then, are of two forts.
Thofe where the Laws of Nature are fu/~
pended or reverfed (fuch as the budding of
Aaron’s rod, and the raifing of Lazarus
Jfrom the dead.) And Thofe which only
give a new direftion to its Laws (fuch as
bringing water from the rock, and flopping
the iffue of blood.) For Miracles being an
ufeful, not an oftentatious difplay of God’s
powcr, we cannot but conclude, He would
employ the one or other fort indifferently,
as each beft ferved the purpofe of his inter-,
Jpofition.

Now, as it would be impious to brin gin
natural caufes to explain the frf fort ; fo,
totally to exclude thofe caufes in the lat- -
ter, would be fuperflitious ; and both, in-
¢ s R 2 ﬁmtely
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finitely abfurd. Who, for inftance, would
venture to affirm that the prolific virtue in
the ftock of .Aaron’s rod contributed to the
blofloming of its branch? Or, on the other
hand, that the water which came from
the Rock at the command of Mofes, was
juft then created to do honour to his Mini-
firy ?  In this cafe; what ihore would 2
rational Believer conclude, than that God;
by making, at that inftant, a fiffure in the
Rock, gave room for the water to burft
out, which had before been lodged there
by nature, as in its proper Refervoir? And
the fober Critic, who proceeds in this man-
ner, only follows thaf method in interpret-
“ing, which God himfelf ufeth in working
the Miracle ; which is, to give to Nature
all that Nature could caﬁly perform. We
are further encouraged in thus explaining
the exercife of Divine power, by the ac-
count the Holy Spirit giveth us of one
of the moft awful exertions of it, record-
ed in holy Writ: * But before I proceed to
the relation itfelf, the Reader thould be re-
minded of what hath been obferved of the
order of the appearances in the natural
eruption at Nicomedia, and in that we calk
miraculous, at Ferufalem ; where, in both
cafes;

-
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cafes, the defolation began with winds and
tempeft ; was continued by an earthquake ;
- and concluded in a fiery eruption. The
\ﬁory is this, The Prophet E/jjab, opprefled
with the corruptions of the Houfe of Ifraef,
is commanded to wait God’s Prefence, and
attend his Word. ¢ And he faid, Go forth,
“ and- ftand upon the Mount before the
¢« Lord. - And behold the Lord pafled by;
“ and a great and ftrong WIND rent the
¢« Mountains, and brake in pieces the
¢ Rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord
“ was not in the wind: and after the wind
‘“ an EARTHQUAKE ; but the Lord was
‘ not in the earthquake : - And after the
‘ earthquake a FIRE ; but the Lord was
“ not in the fire : And after the fire a
“ smALL STILL voICe®” His coming
to fhake terribly the earth is here defcribed,
we fee, in all the pomp of incenfed Ma-
jefty,  Yet it is remarkable, that the Pre-
curfors of his Prefence follow each other in
the order of phyfical progrefiion, in which
Nature ranged the feveral Phznomena at
Nicomedia and erufalem; the Tempefts, the -
Eartbquake, and the Fire : an Order, the
facred Hifforian plainly points qut to us;
* 1Kings xix.'.n, 12. © .
R 3 where
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where he fays, that God was not in any of
thefe, intimating that they were pure phy-
fical appearances, the parade of Nature,
thus far fuffered to do its office without in~
terruption ; but that He was in the finall
Jill woice, which clofed this dreadful Pro-
ceflion, intimating that thefe natural ap-

pearances were minifierial to the interpofi-
tion of the Author and Lord of Nature.

LET us apply all this to our Argument ;
and confider, how a fober Believer, con-
vinced by the force of evidence, would in-
terpret the Miracle in queftion. He would,
without doubt, conclude, that the mineral
and metallic fubftances, which, by their ac-
cidental fermentation, are wont to take fire

- and burft out in flames, were the native
Contents of the place from which they
ifflued ; But that, in all likelihood, they
would have there flept, and ftill continued
in the quiet innoxious ftate in which they
had fo long remained, had not the &reath
of the Lord awoke and kindled them.

Bur when the Divine Power had thus

i‘niraculouﬂy interpofed to fir up the rage *

of thefe fiery Elements, and yet to reffrain.
their fury to the objeéts of his Vengeance,
- he

.-
[
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he then again fuffered them to do their or-
dinary office : becaufe Nature thus direGted

would, by the exertion of its own Laws, an- .
{wer all the ends of the moral defignation.

Tue confequence of which will be, that
its effeCts, whether deffructive or only terri-
Jfic, would be the fame with thofe attend-
ing mere natural eruptions.

So far, indeed, one cannot but fufped,
that the fpecific qualitics in the fermented
clements, which occafioned the frightful ap-
pearances, though they were natural to en-
flamed matter under certain circum{tances,
were yet, by the peculiar pleafure of Pro-
vidence, given on this occafion ; and not
merely left to the conjunétion of mechanic
caufes, or the fortuitous concourfe of mat-
ter and motion, to produce. And my
reafon is, becaufe thefe frightful appearances,
namely the Crofs in the Heavens, and og
the Garments, were admirably fitted, as
moral emblems, to proclaim the triumph
of Chrift over Ffulian. For the Apoftate
having, in a public and contemptuous man~
ner, taken the Monogramme and Crofs out
of the military Enfigns °, which Conflan.

° Sozom. 1. v. ¢. 17,

R 4 tine
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tine had put there, in memory of the ae-
rial vifion that prefaged his viGtories ; the
fame kind of triumphant Crofs was again
ere@ed in the Heavens, to confound the
vamty of that impotent bravade : and hav-
ing forbidden the followers of Fefus, by pub-
lic edi@, to ufe the very name of Chri-
ftians ; a fligmatic Crofs was now 1mpofed
upon the Garments of thofe who were fe-
.conding his impieties, or were thneﬂés
to the defeat of his attempt,

ANp, in thefc fhining marks of vena
geance there was nothing low, fantaftical,
or fuperftitions. ‘The imprefs was great

and folemn, and reached up to the drgmt;y

of the occafion.

AnoTHER Ufe of thefe terrgﬁc appear-
ances (kept hid indeed for ages in the
womb of time, but now beginning to ma-
nifeft the profound views of the divine Dif*
pofer of all things) will farther confirm
our opinion of their final caufe. The ufe,
I mean, is this, That the ﬁndmg fo ex-
traordinary a Fa&t as the Crofs upon the
Garments fo confidently and unanimoufly
elated by the contemporary writers, be-

- comes
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comes one of the ftrongeft confirmations of

its reality. For the Fathers not having |
the leaft conception of its being a natural
_phznomenon, but efteeming it in all re-
{pe@s miraculous, they muft have been well
affured of the notoriety of the Fa& before
they would have ventured to attach fo in-
credulous a circumftance to the reft ; and

to dwell and infift upon it more than on
a)l the reft.

Tuus much concerning thefe zwo forts
of Miracles, and the different manneér of
handling them: Bat it is to be remarked,
There is yet a third, compounded of the
other #ep, where the Laws of Nature are in
part grrefled and fufpended; and in part only
differently direéted. Of this kind was the
punithment of the old world by a Delugeof
Waters. Now, if, to fuch as thefe, we
fhould 'apply the way of interpreta~
tion proper to the fecond fort, where only
a new direCtion is given to the Laws of
Nature ; the abfurdities, arifing from this
abufive application, would foen difgrace the -
method itfelf : as That Divine may have
fufficiently experienced, who ingenioufly
eontrived to bring on the Deluge of waters

4 : by
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‘by the help of an approaching Comez, but
was never after, by any phyfical addrefs,
able to draw it off again. And fuch dif-
graces are hardly to be avoided : for, in
the jbcmd and fimpler kind, the phyfical
interpretation hath Experience to fupport
it : whereas in the #bird and more compli-
cated, the Artift muft be content with an

Eypotbef.
Trus much was proper to be faid be-

fore we came to try the force of the Objec-
tion.

* 1. IT begins with obferving, « That the
regions in and about the Leffer Afia were, in
all ages, fubje@ to Earthquakes, caufed by
fubterrancous fires; and that ¥udzz in par-
rticular had its entrails full of thefe de-
ftructive principles ; as appears even from
the prefent face of the country about Sodom
and Gomorrab.”

Ir this account be true, as I believe it is,
then Judea was a proper {cene, (as occafion
required) for this fpecific difplay of the di-
vine vengeance. And we fee why fire was
the fcourge employed: As we may be fure
water would have been, were the region of
Fudea

e
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Sfudza naturally fubjec to Inundations. For
Miracles not being an oftentatious but ane- .
ceffary Inftrument of God’s moral Govern-
ment, we cannot conceive it probable that .
he would create the elements for this pur-
pofe, but zfe thofe which already lay ftored
up againft the day of wifitation. By this
means, his wifdom would appear as confpi~
cuous as his power, when it thould be feen,
that the Provifions lain in at the formation
of the World for the ufe and folace of his
helplefs Creatures while continuing in obe-
dience, could, at his word, be turned into
fcourges when they became faithlefs and
rebellious. ‘The force of this reafoning is
{o obvious, that, had divine Providence been
pleafed to ufe the contrary method, Unbe-
lievers, I am perfuaded, would have made
- that very method an objeion to the credis
bility of the Fa&. However, though it
feemeth moft agreeable to what we con~
ceive of divine Wifdom, that it thould of-
ten ufe the inftrumentality of Nature in its
fniraculous interpofitions, yet let it be ob-
ferved that the fame Wifdom always pro-
vides' againft the Author of Nature bis be-
ing loft or obfcured under the glare and

noxfc of his Infiruments.
It
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, IT is faid the Region of Fudea was,
from the quality of its Contents, much fub-
je to Earthquakes and fiery eruptions, Jf
fo, How happened it, that, from the moft
early times to the period in qucihon, there
never was any unufual diforder in its entrails
(if you except an earthquake whichj‘ojépbus
mentions as happening in the time of 'He-
rod) but at the overthrow of Sodom and Go-
morrab ; at the deftruction of Korab and his
company ; at the Crucifixion ; and on this
atteeopt of ulian? Flow bappened it, that
this deftructive Element lay quiet in_ the
midft of fo much fucl and for fo many
Ages, and only then, and at thofe critical
jun@ures thewed itfelf, when God would
manifeft his wrath and difpleafure at incor-
rigible Sioners ?  Can any reafonable ac-
count be given of fuch a Difpofition but
this, That when God decrees to punifh, it
is his purpofe, the divine Agency fhould be
“made fully manifeft, To pretend, they
were all natural events, and the feveral co-
incidences merely cafual, is fuppofing fome-
. thing vaftly more incredible than what Un-
believers would perfuade ws js implied in
miracles,

2. BUT'
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" 2. Bur itis faid, * This eruption from
the foundations of the Temple had all the
marks of a natural event, being attended
with the fame cxrcumﬁances which Am.
Marcellinus relates to have acccompamcd

the Earthquakc at Nicomedia.”

IT isvery certain, the eruption from the
foundations of the Temple had all thefe
marks ; and if our account of the Miracle
(as it feems the moft rational) be indeed the
true, it could not but have them. -When
God had kindled the fiery matter in this
ftorehoufe of his wrath, all the effe&s which
fucceeded the difruption muft needs be the
fame with thofe which attend the explofion
of any other fubterrancous fire. What
would follow had they not been the fame ?
Certain difcredit on the whole ftory ; which.
in Times fo fqueamifh and fo difficult of ad-
mittance as the prefent, would have pafied
for a Fairy-tale. This confideration induced
me to fhew at large the exact conformity,
throughout the procefs of the event, be-
tween the vifitation at j‘eruj)zlem and the dif-
after at Nicomedia. — It is the leaft of an
Unbelieyer’s care to reconcile his obje¢tions
to one another, I knew His firft cavil to

the
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the credit of the Fact would be the won-
derful attending the eruption. I therefore
provided againft it by fhewing this fa&
to be fimilar in its main circumftances to
the beft attefted relations of natural events.
ButIknew too, in cafe of a defeat, He would
not be athamed to point his cavil the other
way, and turn this very refemblance againft
a fupernatural interpofition.—What pity is
it that Ammianus, who beft knew the full
extent of this refemblance, was not more
quick-fighted. He too was an enemy of
the Chriftian name (indeed, to do him ju-
ftice, more fair and candid than any I know
of the fame denomination amongft ourfelves)
but fo little fenfible of its force, and fo much
confounded with the event, That, inftead of
telling the affair at large, which fell in fo
exactly with his detailed account of the
difafter at Nicomedia, He hurries it over
with the rapidity of one of the blafted
Workmen, who had juft efcaped the com-
mon defolation. .

" AFTER all, a general refemblance in the
effets is granted. What we infit on is
the difference in their caufe or original.
And this difference is fupportcd even by the

very
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very nature of things from whence arofe that
general refemblance.

Nicomedia, a City of Bithynia, was
placed on an eminence, at the bottom of 2
Gulph of that name, in the Propontis. Now
Mountains thus fituated, into whofe cavern-
ous entrails the Sea may find its way, mutft,
if other natural caufes favour, be, more than
ordinary, fubject to fiery eruptions; of which
we need no other example than the Moun-
tain Pefuvius. But the Temple-hill at
Ferufalem. was neither large nor cavernous ;
nor was it in the neighbourhood of the Sea ;
circumftances which, all the world over,
concur to produce this effet. Neither
were any znew openings made, at this time,
" into the bowels of the mountain ; which,
by letting in air or water, might be fup-
pofed to ferment and inflame their com-
buftible contents. The Hiftorians who re-
late this attempt inform us, that even fome
parts of the old foundations were left ﬂand- ,
ing to erect the new edifice upon ; and in
others, where the old works were judged too
infirm, or little better than a heap of rub-
bith, that incumbrance only was removed. .
This appears from the relations of Secrates

and

«
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and Sozomene compared with one another,
Socrates aflures us, that the earthquake
threw out ftones from. the old foundations :
which he mentions to thew the /zeral ac-
complithment of the prophecy of Fefiss,

foretelling, that there fbould not be left

one flone upon” another. Sozomene indeed
affirms, that the foundations were cleared ;
but then he goes on and fays, the earthquake
threw out ftones. Now as no new founda-
tions were ever laid, he muft mean, with
Socrates, the ftones of the old. And thus
the feeming difference in their accounts
-will be reconciled. Let me add, that more
than once before, and at diftant times,
they had dug deep into this Hill, to lay
the foundations of Solomon’s and Herods
Temples : and then every thing continued
quiet. Yet, now, when no new openings
were made, the effort to build a #hird was
followed by a fiery eruption.

AGAIN, In natural ferments of this kind,
the commotion is generally very extenfrve,
and runs through large traéts of Country,
Thus the Earthquake mentioned by o-
+ Jephus, thoak the whole land of fudeza; and

! Lo iii- €. 20 '3 Lo Vo 'Co 221
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the difafter at Nicomedia, as Marcellinus.in-
forms us, was occafioned by a tremor which
went over Macedonia, Afia, and Ponius ;
and did infinite mifchief throaughout its
courfe’. On'the contrary, the Eruption
at ferufalem was confined to the very fpet
on which the Temple had ftood; -and-
continued only to deny accefs to fuch who,
not taking warning by thofe whom it had
deﬁroyed would ftill perfevere in - their
impiety®. A circumftance very different
from common Earthquakes and fiery Erup-
tions;. and of whigh we have no examples, -
fave in the Eruption that deftroyed Korab
and his company ;. and in the Earthquake
at the Crucifixion of our Lord; Both of
themr miraculous events.

THIRDLY, in natural eruptions the fire
continues burning till the fuel which fup-
plies it be confumed. But-the Witnefles
to zbis affign a very different period to its

* Tifdem diebus tesremotus horrendi per Macedoni-
am, Afiamque & Pontum adfiduis pulfibus oppida mul-
ta concufferunt & montes. Inter monumenta tamen
multiformium rumnarum eminuere Nicomediz cla-
des, &c. Mareel. ). xvii. c. 7.

— fecere locum exuftis aliquoties operantibus inac.

| ceﬂixm L. xxiii. ¢. 1.
) fury.
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fory. It continued juft as long as the
Builders perfifted in their attempt, and no
longer. At every new effort to proceed;
the rifing fire drove thesh back ;' but at the
inftant they gave out, it totally fubfided.
This fo terrified Fulian, that Chryfofiome
tells us*, he relinquifhed the enterprize for
fear the fire thould turn upon his otvn head:
And this made Marcellinus fay, — * cle~
“ mento DESTINATIUs repellente ? — an
expreflion of great elegance to imply the
direGtion of fuperior ageney.

. IN the laft place we are fold ¢ That

cvcn fo critical 2 junCture is not to be ac+ -

counted of : for that religious [fquabbles
and natural prodigies are equally common
. and Church Artifts never wanting to fit
them to one another. Hence, they fay,
are derived thofe two notable Judgments of
Fupiter Ammon and Apolle, upon the Ars
mies of Cambyfes and Brennus.”

t rabva duiras ¢ Baeinds ‘IsAiavds kad w1 Boad-
lw pariny @€ ¥ arudln Snérlw, ddicas pn weegilte
g0 weoshbaly & ¥ tallE weQarlw xarbey @ wips
antsn iinleis (& 75 thss walis. Adver. Judzosy

" TuE

" Oratiw
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T'ue Obfetvation is plaufible. It pleafes
the Imagination: and wants nothing but
Truth to reconcile it to the Judgment:

In Miracles performed by the miniftry
of God's Meffengers where the Laws of
Nature are fufpended or reverfed, it is fuffi-
_ tient that the Inftrument which wrought
them declares their purpofe and Intention:
But, in a Miracle performed by the smmea
diate power of God, without the interven-
tion of his fervants, in which onlya zewdi-
. retion is.given to the Laws of Nature, one
of thefe two conditions is required to fecure
its credit; either that an infpired Servant of -
God predi¢ted i, and declared its purpofe
. beforehand, as Samuel did the florm of
thunder and rain, the declaration of God’s
difpleafure, for the people’s demand of a
King : or that it was feen to interpofe fo
feafonably and critically as to cover the ho<
‘nour of God’s moral Government from in=
fult. Without one or othet of thefe cona
ditions, Superftition would break loofe at
once, and over-run the World: for Bi-
gotry (always in clofe conjuriction with our
natural malignity) would convert every un-
ufual appearance of natural evil into a Pu-

: S 2 " nifbment
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fithment and Prodigy. It hath in fa@
done {o: and every Age and Religion hath -
abounded with thefe fpurious Judgments,
to the violation of charity, and the difhon-
our of God’s moral Government. And yet
an ordinary attention to the obvious and ra-.
tional conditions here pointed out, would
have prevented this mifchief: for I know
but of one inftance in all Antiquity which
could embarrafs the decifion : and that is,
not the expedition of Cambyfes ; for it
would have been a greater wonder that an
Army had got fafe through the fands of
thofe Deferts, than that it perifhed in them. -
The cafe I mean is the deftruction of Bren-
nus’s Army before Delphi. Here, neither
of the conditions feemed wanting. The
Priefts of Apollo, we are told, predi&-
ed the enfuing defolation: and the caufe
(which was the punithment of impiety and
irreligion) appeared not altogether unwor-
thy the Divine interpofition. Thefe, to-
gether with the faith due to the beft human
teftimony, which ftrangely concurred to
fupport the Fa&, were, I prefume, the-
reafons that inclined the excellent Dean
Prideaux to efteem the accident mr-
raculpus : not fo weakly as hath been re<

’ 4 Pprefented
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prefented by fome; nor yet with that ma-
turity of judgment, which one would ex-
pect from fo great a mafter of ancient Hi.
ftory. His words are thefe — ¢ Brennus
¢ marched on with the grofs of his army
«¢ towards Delphos to plunder the temple —
« But he there met a wonderful defeat,
#¢ For on his approaching the place, there
« happened a terrible florm of thunder,
« lightening, and hail, which deftroyed
< great numbers of his men, and, at the
« fame time, there was as terrible an earth~
“< quake, which rending the mountains in
« pieces, threw down whole rocks upon
« them, which overwhelmed them by
* hundreds at a time. — Thus was God
‘ pleafed, in a very extraordinary manner,
“ to execute his vengeance upon thofe fa-
« crilegious wretches for the fake of reli-
<« gion in general, how falfe and idolatrous
¢ foever that religion was, for which that
« Temple at Delphos. was ereCted *.” The
. learned Hiftorian, we fee, fuppofes, and he is

‘not miftaken, that Brennus and his Gauls

. acknowledged the Divinity of Apollo. Y-

Jius Ceefar informs us, that the Gauls had

* Conne&, Vol.IL p. 20, 21. Fol, Ed. -
53 - very
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very near the fame fentiments of the greates
Deities with the Greeks and Romans. And,

diftin& from his authority, we know, that
the pagan principle of intercommunity made
their national Gods free of all countries,
Brennus's, therefore, was a Sacrilege in ali
jts forms. But notwithftanding there are
many ﬁrong objectiorss to the Dean’s notiop
concerning the guality of the difafter, "

Tuis facred Place, the Repofitory of
immenfe riches, had, at other times, been -
attempted with impunity ; nay with fuce
cefs, for it had been fo often plundered,
that, when Strabo wrote, the Temple
was become exceeding poor ¥, And if
amongft thefe feveral infults, thcrc were
any more worthy the divine mterpoﬁtxon,
" jfor the fake of Religion in genergl, than the
reft, it was when the Phocenfes, the natux
ral and civil ProteGors of the Tcmplc,
plundered it of all its wealth, to raife an
army of mercenary foldiers, Apd yet, at
that time, the ‘offended Deity gave no
marks of his difpleafure. Now to fuppofe,
when feveral attempts of this kind had fu;;-; '

v vwvl ¥ ™ wm;q?ou iss B & AeQois iegar. .

le lx0
gccdqd,
L4 - v b4 ..‘
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ceeded, That the failure of one, though aty

tended with fome uncomimon cxrcumﬁanccs,
was a divine intérpofition, is is going very far
in favour of an Hypothefis, If it fhould
be faid, that the God of ._Iﬁ'ﬂe] fuffered his
own Temple to be fevcr ‘times infulted
(which Yylian himfelf tikes care ‘to re-
member~) and yet at laf’c vindicated the ho-
pour of his name; reply There was

. this matcrxal difference in the cafe, that - -
whenever the Temple of the Fews was vio-
lated, the evil was foretold as due to their -

crimes, and the people made acquainted
with the impending punifbment: and that
pow when it’s honours were attempted ta

"be reftored, it was in defiance of a Pro-

phecy which had doomed it to a final de~
folation. '

THERE is yet a ftrongcr objeéhon to the

* Jearned Dean’s folution, which'is, that had
the defeat been miraculous, it could never -
have been deemed as effected for the fake of -
" ‘religion in gemeral, but in wvindication of
" “their’ falfe Gods: For, the Hiftory of it
. informs us, that the Priefts of the Temple
dencunced the approaching Vengeance; and *

X S¢e p- 57-
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afcribed it to the wrath and Power of Apel~
Jo7 and his two Sifters. ~ So that this inter-
vention would have been the means of fix-
ing Idolatry, and rivetting it down upon
the Pagan world.

But what is ftill mon:e, the ,t':iajcum-.
ftances of the times did not at all favour -

a miracle for the purpofe affigned, namely

for the [ake of religion in general, . againft,

mpiety. The Popular folly, in the Pagan
WOrld ran all the other way. It was not-

: srreligion, but fuperfiition that then infeG-
ed Mankind. They had no need of a Mi- .

- racle to remind them of the fuperintenden-~
¢y of Providence ; they were but too apt.
. without it, to afcribe every unufual -appear-
ance of nature to moral agency. So that had

* Heaven sow thought fit t6 interfere ; we

Y In hoc partrum certamine repentd univerforum
templorum Antiftites, fimul & ipfx vates, fparﬁs orini-
bus, cum mﬁgmbus atque infulis, pavidi vecordefque
in primam pugnantium aciem procurrupt : Advenifle

Dsum clamant; eumque fe vidiffe deflientem in Tem= -
T plum — Juvenem fupra humanum - medum inﬁgms. _

pplchntudxms, comitefgue ei duas armatas virgines ex

" propinquis duabus Diane Minervagque =dibus occurrif- -,

fe, nec oculis tantum hzc fe perfpexxﬂ'e 5 audlﬂ'e etiam
fttidorem Arcis ac ﬁrepatum Armorum. — 719? lib.
xxiv. C. 8. - . .

“cannat

-
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cannot but conclude, it had been rather in
difcredit of idolatry in particular, than in

. bebalf of religion in general. — There is
‘hardly any occafion to obferve, that the

reafons, which make againft-God’s own in«
tervention, hold equally againft his permit-
ing evil Spirits to co-operate with the delu-
fions of their Priefts,

Having, therefore, cxcludeci all fupe-

- tior agency from this affair ; it will be in-

cumbent on us to thew, by what human
contrivance it might have been effe@ed.
For, it muft be owned, its arrival at fo cri-
tical 2 jun&ure will not eafily fuffer us to
fuppofe it a mere natural event.

THE inclination of a Pagan Prieft to af~
fitt his God in extremity will hardly be
called in queftion. 'We fee, by the round
frory of thofe at Delphi, that they were not
embarrafled by vulgar fcruples. They af-
fured the people,  they faw the God, at his
firft alighting, in the perfon of a young. -
man of exquifite beauty ; and his two Vir-
gin affociates, Diana and - Minerva, with
each- her proper arms of Bow and Spear :
But they did not truft to their eye-fight on-
ly;- for they peard, befides, the clangor of
their Arms, : "Sq

—
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So much for & good difpofition. Thei¢
Addrefs was not at all inferior. On the firfy
rumour of Brennuss direting his march
againft them, they iffued out Orders as
from the Oracle, to all the region round,
forbidding the country People to fecrete or
bear away their wine and provifions. The
effe@s of this order fueceeded to their ex«
pectation. -The half-flarved Ba.rbériaﬁs, )
finding, on their arrival in Phocss, fo greag
aplenty .of all things, made fhort marches,
difperfed themfelves over the country, and
revelled in the abundance that was provid-
ed for them. This refpite gave time ta
the Friends and Allies of the God to come

" to the affiftance of his Priefts : fo that by

fuch time as Brennus was fat down. at the
foot of the Rocks, there wasa AUMErous
Garrifon within to dxfpu,te his ai'cs:nt %,

* Gallorum vdgm, ex longi igopid, nbi primiioy

vino czeterifque commentibus referta rura invenit, pon

. minus abundantii quim viorii Letum, per dgros fa

“fparferat ; defertifque fignis, ad accupanda amnia prq

vitoribus vagabantur. (@z res dilationem® Delphiis de-
dit. Prima namque opinione adventéis Gallorum pro-
hibiti Agreftes oraculis feruntur, meflesy maque villig
efferre,.— Salutare praeceptum - velut mora Gallis ob-

+ je&td auxilm finitimorum coavepcrc. Juftin, -lib. Xxiv,

G
v , e THEIR
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TrEIR advantages of fituatién, likéwile
feconded their good difpofition ﬁnd addrefs!
‘The Town and Temple of Debbidas feat.
ed on a bew and cavernous rofk y’defend2
cd, on all fides, with re%mkm of
walls. The Recefs within' affumed the
form of a Theatre: fo that : thg ﬂlouts of
Soldiers, and the notes of quhtary Inftru-
ments re-echoing from rock ta rock, and
from cavern to cavern, increafed tl:;c.ﬁnmds
to an immenfe degree. Wbl% .as’ the
Hiftorian obferves, eould ngt but}mVe great
¢ffe@s on ignorant and barbarausquds

Tre playing off thefe Pailc terrdhs was
not indeed fufficient of itfelf to- rﬁ'ﬁtﬂfe and
diffipate a Hoft of fiercodand ‘hangry In-
vaders; but it enabled the Dcfenders of the
place to keep them at bay, tﬂl a more {o-

~— Templum & Civitatem. non. m!m, fed pracjpl.
tia; non manu facta, fed naturalia pla.ﬁdxa defgndunts
prorfus ut incertpm fit, utrum munimentum Joci, an
Majeftas Dei plus bic admirationis habeat. Media faxi
rupes in formam Theatri receffit. Quamobrem & ho-
minum clamor, & fi quando accedit tubarum fonus,
perfonantibus & refpondentlbus inter fe rupibus, multi-
plex audiri, ampliorque quim edltlll‘, refonare folet,
Quz res majorem Majeftatis terrorem ignaris rei, & ad-

miratonem ﬁupenubus plerumque aﬂ'crt Juﬂ' l. XXV,
[ 6. " -

lid
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lid entertainment was provided for them. 1
mean the Explofien, and fall of that portion
of the Rock, at the foot of which the great-
er part of the Army was encamped.

For the Town and Temple, as we ob-
ferved, were feated on a bare and hollow
Rock ; which would afford vent-holes fog
fuch fumes as generated within, to tran~
fpire. One of thefe, from an intoxicating
quality, difcovered in the fteam which iffu-
ed from it, was rendered very famous, by
being fitted to the Recipient of the Prieft-
efs of Apollo®. Now if we only fuppofd
this, or any other of the vapours, iffuing
from the fiflures in fo large and caver+
nous a rock, ta be endowed with that

b ‘Hywos 3 x9) os &’v&ge; a_rch.a'vqﬂg;, Flixorsn
5¢ palde xgy Hlsol ¢ ipbrovlo v 15 druE (o)
ipaldicarlo i2 'Aximan@.  Paufan. Phoc. c. v. —
Bas) & avan ® parléor, avitor xofhov oF Baibus, &

pora ivgisouor dradieey & if avrd muwpe dre

Osciasimdv. Strabo Geogr. 1. ix.—In hoc rupis-an-
frau, media ferme montis altitudine, planities exigua
eft, atque in ea profundum terrz foramen, quod in Ora-
cula patet : ex quo frigidus fpiritus, vi quadam velut
vento in fublime expulfus, mentes Vatum in vecordiam
- yertit, impletafque Deo, refponfa confulentibus dare
mgit. J\lﬁo l-_ XXiv. €. G,
' ' “unctuous
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unctuous or otherwife inflammatory quali-
ty whichmodern experience thews us to be
common in mines and fubterraneous hol-
lows, we can eafily conceive how the
Priefts of the Temple might, without a
Miracle, be able to work the wonders which
Hiftory {peaks of as effeCted in this tran{-
adion. For the throwing down a lighted
torch or two into a chafm from whence
fuch a vapour iflued, would fet the whole
into a flame ; which, by rarifying and di-
lating the inclofed air, would, like fired
Gunpowder, blow up all before it. Thefe
effets are fo known and dreaded in fome
of the Coal-mines inthe north of this King-
dom, fubje& to fuch inflammatory va-
pours, that, inftead of lamps or candles,
which would be fatal, the workmen are
obliged to have recourfe to a very extraor-
dinary contrivance to give them light,
which is the application of a flint to a fteel
Cylinder in motion, And we cannot fup-
pofe the Priefts, the Guardians of the place,
could be long ignorant of fuch a quahty ;
which, either chance or defigned experi-
ments might bring them acquamted with;
Or that they would divulge it when thcy
had difcovered it. I am even inclined to
' think,
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think; they had the drt of managing thi$
quality at pleafure; fo as to produce
greater or lefs effec, as their occafions re-
quired. It is certain, Strabv relates®, that
one Omomarchus with his Companions, as
they were attempting by night to dig their
way through to rob the holy Treifury;
were frightened from their work by the
violent thaking of the Rock: and he adds,
that the fame Phenomenon had defeated
many other dttempts of the like nature.
Now whether the tapers which Onomarchus
and his companions were obliged to ufe
while they were at work, inflamed thé
Vapour, or whether the Priefts of :Apolld
heard them at it, and fet fire o a couns
termine, it is certain, a guality of this kind
would always ftand them in ftead.

Such, then, I prefume,was the expedient
they employed to diflodge this Neft of
Hornets, which had fettled at the foot of
their facred Rock.

© "Ovipagyor Shnxmprivarlas dvacxdalen viilwp
(eepdr yevofoan peyarwrs o 1§ vai wived, x5y
vavcady _a'vmmaeii;' tuCardy 5 % mic &AM
- @dCer & miavTng Fnyegrocwg. Strab, Geogr. b ix.

It
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- I is further remarkable that this explos

fion was followed (as it was likely it thould)
Wwith a mere phyfical event of as much ter=
tor and affvight, 4 form of thunder, lightes
ning, and hail, which thefe violent concufs
fions of the air maturally generate. Fot
Juftin dffures us ¢, the Tempeft did not
happen till afZer the fall of the Rock )
though the Dean, we fee; tnakes them os
perate together.

' BuT whit, after dll, if thefe Barbariang |
were fomething lefs unforfunate than the
Priefts of Apollo would have us think themy
" #nd hdd gotaconfidersble booty before they .
fell into this difgrace ? Strabo tells an odd "
ftory ® of the Roman General Czpio’s ﬁndmg
& vaft treafure at Toly ofe, fuppofed to be part .
"~ of the riches which its Inhabitants, the
Tectofages, had brought home from thig
yery expedition agdintt the Delpbmn God.

8 Infecuta deinde tempeftss eft, qua grandine & fria
gore faucios ex vulncnbus abfumpfit. L xxiv. c. 8.

— % o Teﬂd&a&dc 5 Qarl yﬂat%m * &
DAy ;egﬂaas, € ¥ ¢ Incavess o Loiley 1as
t‘ae almiss o Kaamwv@' g Eﬂaﬂ»)ys T Pa‘umw
& adnd ’I‘okdary, %‘ w«@ov xenparor wioGr dros Qa-
ol mpodérven 3 oo dieimuc, % én B idivr olan
wregiions % naomgins 3 Seiv. L. ivs

Ie
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Tt would almoft make one fufpe, thatthe.
" Priefts, before they came to extremities
with the facred Rock, had entered into
treaty with thefe Barbaridns, and paid them
a2 large tribute to decamp and quit the
Country ; which poffibly they might re-
- ceive with the fame good faith their Coun-
" trymen, in a like expedition, - weighed out
" the Roman gold, before the Capitol ; and fo
“neceflitate the Delpbians, to fend down the
* Rock upon them to clear accounts; juft as,
in the other mﬁance, Camillus revenged -
_ their extortion in Faly. What feems to
ftrengthen  our conJe&ure is, that the
_ Tettofages, in order to appeafe the offended
Deity, had confecrated this treafure to holy -

" ufes, with an addition of their own. Nor .

does it take from the credit of the ftory,
that all which the penectrating Strabo hath
to oppofé, is the ill fuccefs of Bremzu:
and his followers, as we find it related in
"the common hiftories of the expedition. If
this were the cafe, the pretended Miracle
fhrinks into a Prodigy of the moft ﬂendcx: _

form.

However, the account given above
feems, on the whole, to be the true folu-
tionx.
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tion of this extraordinary event. It is eafy
and natural; and the caufe equal to the
effet. But my chief reafon for being fo
explicit, was to add ftill further fapport to
our ‘general conclufion; as- the detail Would
fhew, .that all the main c1rcumfscances ia
the "deftru&ion at Dejphi, and in that at -
7erujhlem, were eﬁ?:ntmlly dxﬁ’ercnt '

TuE, ‘Rack on whxch Delplu I}ood wab
exa&Iy fitted for fuch a contrivance ; - The
Mozmtam at erzg/"alem, by jts. compacnefs
and contxgu.lty, altogether improper.

"THE -eafy objest of Apolls's refcntmcnt ,
‘was a rabble of half-ftarved and halfa-lntoxx-:
catcd Barbarians : The oé;e& of the refent.-
ment, of the God .of Ifrael was 2 felet
number of the politeft, Jomed to,
ihrcwdcﬁ People, who were dctachcd to
fupport the Emperors proje&, whxch the
ableft artifts of all kinds there aﬂ'embled
were ready to put in CXCCUthIl -

N "I;HE Priefts of Apollo were maﬁ:c;s of
ﬂmc ,Town and Temple, and. fupparted by

querful Garrifon : Both the Prigfs and
Pg Jp Hf the ng of Ifrag were difperfed,
: had left "the place free and open to

tﬁelr enemies.
T Bur
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But the principal difference lay in the
grounds and reafons of the thing. . By
which I do not mean, that one event was
fuppofed to be the agency of a God of the
Greeks, and the other of the God of the
fews : For, who was the #rue, and who
the falfe God, the Gentlemen, with whom
we are concerned, feem willing fhould
remain undetermined. ‘The difference.lay
in this, That the interpofition of the Del-
phian God was to fave the treafures of his
Priefts ; which he had, at other times, and
“on more flagitious terms, fitffered to be
plundered. But the interpofition -of the
Lord of Hofls was to fave the honour of
his word, which he hath never fince fuf- .
fered to be impeached by malice or impiety,
throughout a courfc of . fourteen hun-
dred years. Or, in other words, to defend
the general {yftem of Revelation from be-
ing forcibly borne down by the whole
power of the Roman Empire. For the
attempt to re=eftablith the j’efwg/b Worthip
was profefledly and publicly to give the lye
to the Propbeaes on which Chriftianity was
founded, that is, to the God of Heaven him-
fclf ;hc mojf zmj:artant occafion We can
coneejve,
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.COncexve of exerting his power, as includ-
' mg inita NECESSITY to exertit. Butmore
“of this, when I come, hereafter, to fpeak

of the nature of that Evidence whici demands
the affent of every reafonable man to a mira=
_culous falt. -

- In the mean time we will turn to our
.Matbematzczan ; and requeft him to pre-
pare his Tables of Calculation; if for no
other purpofe than to gratify our curiofity
in the doétrine of Chances. When he is
ready, let us know, how many millions to
one are the odds againft a natural eruption’s
-fecuring the honour of the Chriftian Reli-
-gion, at that very important juncture when
God’s Omnipoterice was thus openly defi-
¢d ; and not by this or that crack-brmned
Atheift, but by all the powers of thé
world combined againft it. Let him add
‘thefe other circumftances, that the Moun-
tain of theTemple, was, both from its frame
and fituation, moft unlikely to be the fcene
‘of a natural -eruption : and that this érup-.
tion- was confined, contrary to- its ufual
courfe, to that very fpot of ground: and
then fee how thefe will increafe the odds:
But his tafk is but begun ;  he muft reckon
" ‘ T 2 « another
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another circumftance, the Fire’s obftinately
breaking out by fits, as often as they at-
tempted to proceed ; and its total extin@ion
on their giving up the enterprize: let him,
I fay, add this to the account, and fee how
it will then ftand. To thefe, too, he muft
join the Phenomena of the Crofs in the Air,
and on the Garments ; .which will open 2
‘mew carrier. to his calculations. And fur-
ther, to inflame the reckoning, he may
take notice, that Hiftory fpeaks but of one
other commotion in the intrails of this Hill,
which likewife happened at a very critical
junétyre, the Crucifixion of our Lord, when
the vaill of the Temple was reut in twain
Jrom the tap to the bottom. Laftly, he may
refle@, if he pleafes, that all thefe odds
lie on the fide of a divine Interpofition to
hinder ap astempt, which a fpace of four-
teen hundred years hath never feen revived ;
though the proje itfelf (the reftoration of
one of the maft celebrated Temples in the
world) is in its nature:moft alluring to {u~
perflition ; and though the .imbecillity of
Religion and Government, . and the various
Revolutions there undergone, have afforded
.ample - opportunity to a rich and crafty
People to effect what was the only means
(T | of
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of wiping out ‘their opprobrium, .and re-
deeming them from univerfal Contempt.
He muft, I fay, take in' all this before he
fums up the account. And then, if he be
ingenuous, without doubt, he will confefs,
that to compute the immenfity of thefe '
odds will exceed all the powers of Num-
bers.

To fpeak freely, The pretence of ac-
counting for it by a natural caufe is a
wretched evafion. Let us confider how
differently Unbelievers are wont to treat
thofe parallel Miracles, The burfiing of water
Jrbm the Rock at the command of Mofes; and,
of fire from the earth to punif the rebellion

-of Korah. No man was ever fo wild to
charge thefe Fa&s to the account of natural
caufes. And yet, the fudden guthing out
of water from a Rock is certainly 2 more
ufiral event than a burning Mountain.
But the reafon of their referve, in thefe in-
ftances, is plain; they had other caufes at
hand, befides natural events, to exclude
a niiracle ; fuch'as human artifice and con-
trivance ; the uncertainty of very early Hi-
ftory, &¢c. But, in the Eruption from
the foundations of the Temple, the Fa&t

T 3 . was
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was fo perfe@ly well circumftanced, that .
an Objeor found nothing elfe left to trade -
with but this laft miferable thift : which,
when all other means fail, is ftill at hand"
to keep back that Bugbear to Impiety,
Gop’s MORAL GOVERNMENT.

-In fupport of all that hath been faid,
give me leave to obferve, That the can-
temporary Evidence, who, from their more
intimate knowledge. of the fact, muft needs .
be allowed the beft judges of its nature in-
general, give no intimation that they them- -
felves thought, or that others fufpected it -
to be a natural event. fulian, indeed, to -
cover his confufion, infinuates f fomething
like it, but under cover of the deftruction -
of the Temple at Daphnet; and, other-
wife, in fo oblique and obfcure a manner as
fhews him to be afhamed of fo foolifh an
evafiori. But then his honeft and well. .
inftru@ed Advocate, Amm. Marcellinus, is -
far from giving into this fufpicion; the -
‘different manner in which he relates the
two events at Nicomedig and Ferufalem

f See p. 58, and 62. o

& Which, it is not unlikely, was burnt by common ~
lightening, though Fulian, in his Mifspogan, direétly
cHarges it on the Chriftians,

N

evir
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evidently imply the contrary. In his ac-
count of the former, out of the pure -pa
rade of Science, he digrefles, on the phy-
fical caufes of Earthquakes.  In the latter,
(would the fa& have born him out) he had -
better reafons than anaffe@ation to fhew his
learning, to tell us what the Philofophers
had faid moft plaufible, in favour of a
natural event ; for if fo, the true caufe was -
univerfally miftaken ; ; and Paganifin was
eflentially concerned to have that miftake
reified : on the contrary, Ammianushath
contributed to fupport the general opinion,
by expreflions which evidently imply fupe-
rior agency. Yet was this candid Hiftorian
nothing thy in f{peaking his mind, when
he conceived either fraud or fuperftition -
had too large a fhare in common reports.
For, mentioning the conflagration of Apollo’s -
temple at Daphne, which the Chriftians
boafted to be miraculoufly confumed by
Lightening, he frankly declares it was fuf-
pected to have been fet on fire by them- -
felves®. But why need I infift on the con-
du& of fo fair an Adverfary as Alarcellmu:,

* Sufpicabatur id Chriftianos egiffe flimulatos mvndla, .
quod idem Templum inviti videbant ambitiofo circum-

darj periftylio, L. xxii. c. 13.
T 4 when
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when Libanius, and the reft of j‘alza.n s So-
phitts, thofe bigots to Paganifm, and ‘infla-’
mers of their mafter’s Follies, dared not fo
much as mutter the leaft fufpicion’of this '
nature. Nor was their filence the éffect of -
fear, or want of good-will. In more dan-
gérous and Offenfive -miatters they fpoke
freely ; and with infolence’ enough : For
when' the Chriftians every where gave out
that the death of Fwlian was miraculous, ;
Thefe Friends of his, publicly maintained,
that he was bafely affaffinated by a Chriftian -
Soldler; and undcrtook to make good the
charge, at their own péril, if the Emperor '
would appoint Commiffaries to examine into -
theFact i. Laftly, the Fathers, and Church

! By what I can gather from Anthuny, thls feems to
bave been a very groundlefs charge. Eutropius, who
was in the a&ion, and Marcellinus, who ferved there
in the Body-guards, feem neither of them to have en- °
tertained a fufpicion of this kind.. Fulian was wounded
at the very inftant when the darts of the Parthians were -
known to do the moft execution, that is, in one of -
their feigned retreats. — ¢¢ Clamabant hinc inde Candi-
<< dati (fays /{mmumur) ut fugientium molem, t tanquam
¢¢ ruinam malé compofiti culminis declinaret.”” lib. xxv.
¢. 3- And as to'that circumftance, fo much infifted on’
by the friends of Fulian, ¢ That Sapor being willing to
recompenfe the man whofe hand had worked his deli-
verance, publifhed 2 reward, which no body came in

. ' Hiforians
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IE/I rians, who are fo large in eftablith-
ing the credit of God’s interpofition 2 at Fe-
rufalem, offered -us - not' the leaft hint that.
their Adverfaries ever thought of evading
it by thc pretcnce of a natural event.

toreceive,” it isfo far, from beipg extraordinary, that to.
diftinguith a particular ftroke amidft a general flight of
arrows feems unreafonable to expeét. Yet as foolith
as this circumftance is, the Chnﬂlans themfe]yes' £x-
tolled it, jn order to fupport the rmraa;le of his Deatl;; |
For few were fo ftrangely mdxfcretc ag §mmn:, to de- |
+ feid the morali ity of the pretended Aﬁiﬂinatc A rafhnefs -
which does more difhonour to.the F: aath, than all that ths
contrivances of Fulian could bring upon it. However,
thisfolly, to fpeak no worfe of it, is not to be cbarged
on Cbriftian Principles, but on the Pagan ;. which this. .
Hiftorian would not fuffer his Chriffianity to corre&., .
The cutting off a Tyrant was one of the moft 'il-
luftrious of the Phgan virtues: which made an emingnt
French writer fay, « 11 y avoit, ,un certain Droit dgs ;.
¢ Gens, un opinion ctabllc dans toutes les Republlguef,, .
< de Grice & d’Italie, qui faifoit regarder comme up .
¢« homme vertueux I'affaffin de celui qui avoit ufurpe
¢ Ja fouveraine Puiffance.” — Conf. j'ur les caufes dels
grandeur des Romains;, &c. ci 11.— But.this I leave,. .
thh 7u1':an s other adventures, tomy I Leamed Friand,,

Mr. Fortin: who Ihopc, will_foon oblige
with his curious lﬂ'crtatnons on Eccleﬁa&:mf?f?q:f‘ ’

ty ; compofed, like his ]lfe, not in the fpirit of "Q;r;tro- ..
verfy, nor, what is il worfe, of Party, but of Truth .

and Condor.
We
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"Wk fhall concLUDE with a fhort reca-
pitulation of the whole ARGUMENT.

kas'r, it hath been fhewn, That the
occafion was moft unportant ; and that the
credit and honour of Revelation required
God 5 mterpoﬁtlon at this juncture.

TaA'r Julian aggravated the impiety of
his attempt, by all the infulting circym-

ftances moft likely to bring upon him the

vengcance of Heaven.

" Tuat the Faé was, in its nature, fuch
as leaft admitted of unfaithful accounts con-
cernmg it.

“TuaT the Event is cftablithed by all

the power of human Teftimony: That
the Church hath borne witnefs to it by a
full, confiftent, and contemporary Evi-
dence: that the adverfaries of our: holy

Faith, who were in the neighbourhood of

the fcene, and the followers of Sulian,

who were moft partial to his views, have
confirmed it; and laftly, that the Emperor -

himfelf hath confefled it, though with that

difingenuity which™ characerifes the Sophiff -

and
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and the Bigof, in. what party foever they

are found

THE oB JECTIONS to the reahty of the ’

eraclc were then confidered.

IT hath been fhewn, that, ‘from the -

word of Prophecy, and the courfe of God’s
Difpenfations, his interpofition was even

néceflary to fupport the honour of Reli-

glon

Tuat the Evidence of the Hiftorian,
Am. Marcellinus, is fo full and perfect in
all its parts, that there is no circumftance

exifting in his Charatter or Teftimony,

which an Unbeliever could abufe to keep
back his affent ; nor any circumftance

wanting, which a Believer would deﬁrc,

to prevent a cavil.

TuaT the feveral accounts of the Fa-
-thers of the Church and the Ecclefiaflical
Hiftorians are not only confiftent with, but
highly corroborative of, one another :
and, that fuch parts of their relations as ap-

pear at firft fight moft prodigious, are in- -
deed, when maturely examined, the parts

which moft deferve credit.

THAT
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THAT it is very
impoffible, that the Eruption fhould be
the effe& of buman.art and contrivance :

ANp laftly, that it is no lefs abfurd to

fuppefe it a natural event.

Tuvus new light continually- fpi'inging. :

up from each circumftance as it paffed in
review; by fuch time as the whole was
confidered, this illuftrious Miracle, we fee,
bath came out.in one full blaze of evidenoe.

WheN, therefore, the Réader reflets,
how little this invincible Demonftration for
our- holy Faith had been hitherto attended

to; how flightly it was touched upon; .

and how hattily and flovenly hurried over,
He will poffibly ' fee' caufe to wonder as
much atthis ftrange inattention as at the un-
reafonable ¢redulity of the blind adorers of

Antiquity. For thoughit hath ever ftruck -

the learned and impartial obferver with the
fuperiority of it’s evidence, -yet rio one be-
fore, that I know of, hath thought fit, ta fet

that fuperiority in a juft light, though

pravoked to it by what is moft provoking,
the indifcretion of our FrIenps: Some

of whom have hinted their fufp1c10ns in
Pprivate ;

ely, nay. almoft
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the Temple of Jerifalem.  8g
pnvatc ; and-others; gwenamorc opnnmn-
.mations of its falthood. -

Tars, in part, may be owing to thofe
-tlckh{h clrcumf’cances in the evidence of the
’Fatbers, ‘which, on examination, we have
fhewn to be its principal fupport. But whit
‘hath chxeﬁy occafionéd this negle@, .T.am
perfuaded, is the ftate and condmon of the
“Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of that time.; when the
light of Miracles was furroundcd with. fuch
a fwarm of Monkifh Fables, as darkcned the
brighteft of its rays ; fo that thg, butthe
force of its divine extraion, could ever
have brokethrough them. Nay, as if thefe.
unhappy Artificers defigned-what they ¢fféct-
ed, they were pot content to counterfeit-the
hand of God on ether occafions, but-woullf
try their {kill on b5, where it hadbeen fo
emmently difplayed; and woukd mimicevdn
itsmoft effential and triumphant circumftan=
ces. Thus Church Hiffory informs us, that
when Fulianand hisbrother Gallus projeceelt
to build a Temple over the Sepulchre of one
St. Mamas, that part which Flian under-
took Jfell dwwn again as foon as it was built;
the Saint, it feems, difdaining the Service o{ '
the future Apoftate. The cloudy Monk,
whoinvented this fable, had, we fee, two

conceits
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.conceits in his head: he would compare
Sulian to Casm, and yet not give him the
privilege of that Out-law, but make him an
”unlucky Builder throughlife. The fame Hi-
ﬁa again informs us ¥, That once, when
Fulian facrificed, there was found unpreﬁ'ed

upon the entrails of the vi&im, & Crofs .

within a crown or circle: for when the

Monks had once got the Apoftate into |

their Hands, they confidered him as a De-
moniac they were to exorcife; and fo,
charmed and tormented him with Croffes.

Thuus they drefled up their Impoftures,
as like as they could, in garb and fathion,
to Miracles of heavenly extraétion ; with thé

Spirit, or (muft we fay?) in imitation of -

thofe Pagan Priefts who forged theirAncilia,
to fecure the facred fhield which fell from
Heaven. As if they had taken it into thei¢
heads, that true Mxracles, unattended with
Delufions, were in the fame danger from
- the Enemies of the Faith, that the Pallg-
dium of Rome was from Robbers without a
numerous Guard of brazen Counterfeits.

k Greg. Naz. Qrat. iii. Soz.lv.c.2.

FINIS.
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