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Chap. 14.  Chrifianity as old as the Creation,

it can’t be deny'd, had Mankind govern'd their Actions
by it, wou'd have render’d them as perfe(t as their Na-
turc was cap.ble of : I fhou'd be glad to know, why
this Rule has loft its Virtue, and will not now render
Men as acceptable to God as ever 7 But cou'd we fup-
pofe a God of infinite PerfeGtion, might ordain an imper-
fc&, or infuflicient Rule, for the Actions of his Creatures ;
Or, which comes to the fame, afford them no other:

Light for the Difcovery of it, but what had fuch undenia--
ble Defets, as made them incapable of knowing their-

Duty ; nor was fufiicient to hinder them from falling into,

and continuing from Age to Age, in a deplorable State of

Corruption ; I wou'd asi, whether God did this knowingly,

or ignorantly, not forefeeing the Confequences ; to fuppote
the firft, is to make God act out of Spite, and Hatred to-

his Creatures, in bringing them into Being, and making thac

Being a Curfe to them: Or if the laft, why were not-
thefe Defes fupply’'d as foon as difcover’d? Or, were-

they not difcover’d by infinite Wifdom till thefe lacter

Times ; and then reveal’d only to a fmall Number, tho’"
all Mankind had equal Need of them ? And then too, fo-

imperfe@ly, that Men have ever fince been in continual :

Quarrels, about the Meaning of - moft of thofe Things,
which are fuppos'd to have been added, to fupply the
Defe&ts of the Law of Nature ?

WuAT human Legiflator, if he found a Defe in -his
Laws, and thought it for the Good of his Subje&s to add
new Laws, wou'd not promulgate them to all his Peoplc ?
Or, what Parent wou'd at after }’o parual a Manner, as
the Dr, in a felf-confounding Scheme, fuppofes the com-
mon Parent of Mankind has done ? And not let all his
Children know as foon as poffible, what was for their

com-
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mon Good ? efpecially, if they were in fuch a ferlorn,
and miferable Condition, as he reprefents all Mankind to
have been in, almoft as foon as created.

Tue Dr very rightly obferves, that “ Even among
¢ Men, there’s no earthly Father, bur, in thofe Things
¢ he efteems his own Excellencies, defires, and expes
to be imitated by his Children ; how much more, fzys
“ be, is it neceffary, that God, who is infinitely far from
¢ being fubject to Paflions, and Varidblenefs, as frail Men
“ are ; and has an infinitely tenderer, and heartier Con-
¢ cern for the Happinefs of his Creatures, than mortal
“ Men can have for the Welfare of their Pofterity, muft
¢ defire -to be imitated by his Creatures in thofe Perfec-
4 tions, which are the Foundation of his own unchange-
« able Happinefs.” How far this Invariablenefs in God,
and his great Love for his Creatures, is confiftent with
that Scheme of Things, which the Dr has hitherto ad-
wvanc'd, has, I think, been made appear. We will now
examine what he adds, to fhew that God has an infi-
nitely more tender, and hearty Concern for the Happi-
qnefs of his Creatures, than mertal Men can have for the
Welfare of their Pofterity : What he fays, is, that ¢ both
¢ the Neceffities of Men, and their natural Notions of
# God -gave them reafonable Ground to expect, and hope
¢« for a divine Revelation, to recover Mankind out of their
 univerfally degenerate Eftate, into onec fuitable to the
« original Excellence of their Nature. And that % it
“ was agreeable to the Dictates of Nature, and right
% Reafon, to hope for fuch a divine Revelation ; That
it is agreeable to the natural Hopes and Expeations
& of Men, that is, of right Reafon duly improv'd, to
¢ fuppofe .God making fome particular Revelation of his

: “ Will
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& Will to Mankind. And that this was moft {uitable
“ to the divine Auributes;” yet notwithftanding thefe,
and a great many other fine Sayings to the fame Pur-
pofe, he denies that God was oblig'd to make fuch a Re-
velation : But, with Submiffion, what other Reafon have
we to fay, God is oblig’d to do any one Thing what-
ever ; but that ’tis agreeable to the natural Notions we
have of his Wifdom and Goodnefs, and to the Dittates
of Nature and Reafon, for him fo to do; and if the Ne-
ceflities of Mankind have always been as great, and the
Goodnefs of God always the fame ; wou’d not thefe ob-
lige him to have prefcrib’d an immediate Remedy to the
Difeafe ; and not deferr’d it for four thoufand Years toge-
ther, and then apply’d it but to a few, tho’, all had equal
Need of it: And a Need occafion'd ( as the Dr. fuppofes )
by God himfelf, in not affording them any other Light,
but what was infufficient to anfwer the End for which it
was giv'n.

B. Tue Dr fuppofes, that this Revelation was not the
Effet of God’s Fuftice ; for then it muft needs have beenpag. 214,
giv’'n in all Ages, and to all Nations ; but of Mercy, and
condefcending Goodnefs—

A. Can a Being be denominated merciful, and good,
who is fo only to a few ; but crucl, and unmerciful w
the reft ? And certainly, all the Arguments the Dr can
urge from the Neceflities of Mankind, and the abundant
Goodnefs of God, will equally prove, that this Revelation,
did it teach a New Religion, fhou'd be univerfal ; as that it
fhou’d be at all. But,

Ir Revelation was abfolutely neceffary to recover Man-
kind, out of their univerfally degenerate, and corrupted
State, and replace them in a State fuitable to the origi-
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nal Dignity, and Excellency of their Nature; and more
effectually to do this, there was inftituted an Order of
Men, who were to be, as the Dr, calls them, the Inftru-
ments of conveying extraordinary Affifiances for this Pur-
#o/e 5 muft not Revelation have had its intended Effe@ ;.
and made Chriftians, efpecially where thefe Inftruments
of conveying extraordinary Affiftances are in grear Num-
bers, and in great Authority ; much more perfe&, and ex-.
cellent, than Men cou'd poflibly be in, when under Times
of unavoidable Corruption? And yet

THE Dr, having taken a large Paffage from Cicero,
where the Orator very rhetorically defcribes the great Cor-
ruptions of his Time, and affigns the Caufes thereof 5.
makes this Remark,  That a livelier Defeription of the
“ prefent corrupt State of buman Nature is not eafily to be
“ met with;” which, I think, is fufficiently owning, that
human Nature at prefent is far from. being exalted to fo.
high a State of Perfection, or in the leaft mended. And
tho’ the Dr. frequently quotes Cicero for the Support of his.
Opinion,. yet Cicero is far from fuppofing any fuch Defect
in Nature : For a Proof of which, I need only mention.
thefe two fhort Paffages. ** "Tis impofible to err, as long
“ as we follow the Guidance of Nature., — There’s.
“ no Man, who following the Condu& of Nature, but
¢ may arrive at PerfeCtion. ” And the Dr. himfelf quoteg.
a Paffage from him, to fhew that Nature has not been.
wanting to declare her Mind ; Multis. fignis natura de-
clarat quid welit. And it might be as eafily thewn, he as
much miftakes the Meaning of thofe other Philofophers he
quotes. And .indeed;, how cou’d any Men, except they had
a very abfurd Hypothefis to ferve, affert, that any Thing cou’d

- he Mens Duty, they were unavoidably ignorant of ? Yer,

THE
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Tue Dr, to prove this invincible Ignorance in the Gen-
tile World, has frequent Recourfe to the Authority of
Lattantius, a primitive Father, without fhewing that he
had a greater Regard for Truth than other Fathers: And
I am afraid the Dr. himfelf feems here not much to re-
gard it, in maiming a Sentence of Laltantius; Maximum peg. 18s.
itag; argumentum eft, philofophiam neq; ad [apientiam ten-
dere, neq; ipfam effe [apientiam ; quod myfierium ejus, barba
tantum celebratur, & pallio. "Whereas the whole Sentence
runs thus, Non eff ergo [apientia, fi ab bominum catu ab-i.as-. Wt
borret; quoniam, f fapientia bomini data eft, fine ullo dif-Dy% 3
crimine omnibus data eff 5 ut nemo fit prorfus, qui eam ca-Edit Cellas
pere non poffit. At illi [ Philofophi | virtutem bumano ge-
nert datam fic amplexantur, ut [oli omnium publico bono
frui wvelle videantur ;5 tam invidi, quam fi velint deligare
oculos, aut effodere cateris, ne folem videant. RQuod f
natura kominis [apientie capax eff 5 oportuit opifices, &
rufticos & mulieres, & omnes denique qui bumanam for-
mam gerunt, docers, ut [apiant ; populumque ex ommi lin-
gua, & conditione, & fexu, & etate conflari. Then fol-
‘Yows what the Dr. quoted.

Tuis had been a full Anfwer to all the Dr. had taken
from him ; if not to all the Dr. has faid on this Head ;
and it plainly fhews, this Father here thought, that Wif-
dom, as it was defign'd for all, was within the Reach of
all ; and that which the loweft of Mankind cou’d not
attain, was neither Wifdom, nor Virtue ; and that thofe
Philofophers, who wou'd confine this univerfal Light to
themfelves, were as envious, as if they wou’d exclude others
from the Light of the Sun. And that this alone was a fuf-
ficient Proof, that their Philofophy confifted only in the
Beard, and the Cloak,

Fffa2 THuis
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THis Father aflerts nothing here, but what the wifeft
widd a.fls:];;of Men had long before own’d, in faying, that #ifdom is
16, eafly feen of them. that love ber 5 and found of fuch as feck

ber. e—— She goes about fecking fuch as are wortby of bers
Joews berfelf favourable to them in the Ways; and meeteth
them in every Thought. And,

WHAT impartial Man, who has compar’d-the former; and
prefent Condition of Mankind, can think the World much
mended fince the Times of T1berius ; or tho’ ever fo well vers'd
in Church-Hiftory, can, from the Condu of Chriftians, find,
that they are arriv’d to any higher State of Perfection, than the
reft of Mankind ; who are fuppos'd to -continue in their Dege-
neracy, and Corruption. What.was the Opinion of a late emi-
nent Philofopher, as. well as Divine, is plain, by his faying, Si

RurnetdeFide 7efiurgerent Philofophi & Gentilium [apientes, & perlufirato orbe

ﬁgﬁf"rﬁhﬁ' a nobis queererent, quid profuerit humano generi religio Chri-

P 98 Stiana, quoad mores & vite probitatem? quoad pacem & bonum
publicum? nos utique appellatis Barbaros per opprobrium:. fed
nobis barbaris quid prafatis vos Chrifiiani. 2

Monfieur Libnitz, a great Statefman as well as Philo-
fopher, in comparing the Chriftians at prefent, with the
Infidels of China, does not fcruple to give the Preference

Prefatio adno. 1 the latter, in relation to all moral Virtues ; == and after
viffima Sinica, having faid of them, Dici enim non . poteft, quam pulchre
omnia ad tranquillitatem publicam, ordinemque hominum in~
ter fe, ut quam minimum fibi ipfi incommodent, fupra alia-
rum gentium leges apud Simenfes fint. ordinata. He adds,
Certe talis noftrarum rerum mibi videtur effe conditio, gl
centibus in immenfum corruptelis, ut propemodum neceffa-
rium videatur mifionarios Sinenfium ad nos mitti, qui Theo-
logiz_naturalis ufum praxinque nos doccant, quemadmodum
ngs illis mittimus qui Theolgiam eos doceant revelatam, And

the N
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the learned Huetius tells us, that ¢ There’s fuch a conftant f_“;’f:“g‘;‘:m
“ Agreement between the Chinefe themfelves, and their

¢ Neighbours, as they feem to be all but one Family. ”

And,

Nawvarette, a Chinefe Miflionary, agrees with Lesbnitz,
and fays, that “ It is God’s fpecial Providence, that the Navarretse's
« Chinefes did not know what is done in Chriflendome s Gt
“ for if they did, there wou’d be never a Man among them, f,f,‘;ﬁ”{',"f
“ but wou'd fpit in our Faces.” And he adds, with re-l.2- <. 13.
fpec to the Manners of thofe European Chriftians, who
come into the Eaff Indies, and of the Converts made by
the Mijhonaries; * That there are few converted in thofe
“ Parts, where they converfe with the Europeans;” and when
¢ it happens that any are converted, they prove fo bad, it
“ were better they had never been baptiz’d ” And I am
afraid, 'tis much the fame in relation to the #eff Indies.
And,

Bisuopr Kidder fays of Chriftians in general, ¢ That
“ were a wife Man to choofe his Religion by the Lives of
“ thofe who profefs it ; perhaps, Chriftianity wou'd be
¢ the laft Religion he wou'd choofe.” And who, that
has been abroad, and compar’d the Lives of Believers and
Unbelievers, does not fay the fame Things ?

AND Dr. Clark himfelf, in the Difcourfe we are now con-
fidering, has fufficiently -prov’d, that Man is naturally a fo-
cial Creature, full of Benevolence, Pity, and Tendernefs 5
and he fays, that “ Reafon, which is the proper Nature of
« Man, can never lead Men to any Thing elfe than uni-
“ verfal Love, and Benevolence ; and thar Wars, Ha- |
“ tred, and Violence can never arife, but from cxtreme
¢ Corruptions. ” Tho’ there’s no Part of Natural Relj-
gion, but highly tends to improve this focial, and henion

( Temn-
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Temper ; yet alas! we find, that whar, in moft Places,
pafies for the Chriftian Religion, if not the chiefeft Part of
it, has transform’d this focial, and benign Creature into One
fiece, and cruel ; and made him a@ with fuch Rage and
Fury againft thoe, who never did, or defign’d him the
leatt Injury ; as cou'd not have enter'd into the Hearts
of Men to conceive, even tho’ they were in the Dr's
unavoidable State of Degeneracy and Corruption.

Ir People are once perfuaded, that what their Priefts
call Schifin, Herefy, Infidelity, &c. tho® held with the ut-
moft Sincerity, are damnable Sins; it wants not much Skill
to perfuade them to hate thofe mortally, whom God, they are
already perfuaded, will hate toall Eternity ; and that, as they
regard the Prefervation of the Orthodox Faith, and the faving
their own Souls, and the Souls of all that are dear to them,
they ought to take the moft effe@tual Methods to root outall
fuch damnable Opinions. "Tis upon this common Principle,
that the Inguifition is eftablifh’d ; and the Papifts, to do them
Juftice, a& up to it ; tho’ perhaps, even among them, there
are fome Lay-men, where Nature is too hard for Prin-

ciples.

IF once pernicious Opinions are believ’d to be contain’d
in any Revelation, they will have the fame Effe&, as i
really there. Has not the Belief of the judicial Power of
the Clergy, as to the next World; and their independent
Power in this World, done the fame Mifchief, as if they
had really been contain’d in Scripture ?  And if they, who
maintain thefe, and other as vile Maxims, have got Poffef

‘fion of Mens Minds, by ingrofling ( not to mention other

Arts ) the Teaching the Young, as well as Inftrucing the
Old ; what lefs than a new Revelation can expofe their Ex-
pofitions, or cxplain away their Explanations of the prefent

Reve-
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Revelation, which have prov’d more fatal to the Happi-
nefs of Mankind, than all the Superftitions of the Pagan
World. Had the Bees Speech and Reafon, wou’d they, think
You, from Age to Age, have continu’d to give the beft
Part of their Honey to fuch haranguing Drones, who, for
the moft part, employ’d their Talents, to fet not only Hive
againft Hive ; but the Bees of the fame Hive againft one
another, for fuch Things as had no other Tendency, than
to make the idle Drones lord it over the induftrious Bees ?
But not to deviate,
We have no great Reafon to hope, it will ever be fo well
with Mankind; but that there will-always be too much
Room for fuch Arguments, as the Dr. urges from the Corrup-
tions of Mankind, for new Revelations. Have not Impof-
tors always made ufe of this Plea? Was it not on the Car-
nality of the primitive Orthodox Chriftians, that the fpiri-
tual Montanus founded his new Gofpel ; which divided the
Chriftian World for no fmall Time, and made the cele-
brated Tertullian fay; That “ the Law and Prophets were ;‘;‘:lf‘n:""f)’?ﬁ
“ to be look’d on as the Infancy; and the Gofpel, as it were, o Tertud.Apo-
“ the Youth; but that there was no compleat Perfecion to o B 149
“ be found, but in the Inftruction of the Holy Ghoft, who.
« {poke by Montanus.
Anp it was the ill Lives of the Profeffors of Chriftianity,
as ’tis own'd by Chriftian as well as Arabick Writers, which.
prepar’d ‘the Way, for that Succefs which Mabomer met
with ; whofe Religion, as it gain’d in a fhort Time, more:
Profelites than any other, fo it is ftill gaining Ground : For
which Father Marracci, who has fo well tranflated, and-
makes fuch juft Reflections on the Alchoran, gives this odd
Reafon : Habet nimirum bec Superfiitio (Mahnmedana ) Marrcc, Pref:
guicquid plaufibile, ac probabile in Chriftiana Religione repe- ;d i'“mm”

ritur,
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ritur, & que Nature legi ac lumini confentanea videntur.,
Myfteria illa Fidei nofire, que primo afpectu, incredibilia, &
impoffibilia apparent ; & precipue, que nimis ardua bumane
nature cenfentur, penitus excludit. Hinc moderni Idolorum
Cultores, facilius ac promptius Saracenicam, quam Evange-
licam Legem amplectuntur. But,

Tue Dr. is fo far from folving the Difficulties at-
tending this Scheme, that he quits it, and artfully intro-
duces a new Scene; and tho’ he had before laid it down as
a moft evident Truth, that God does nothing by meer
Will and Arbitrarinefs ; yet this new Hypothefis is wholly
built on it, in fuppofing, that in thefe latter Times, God
intended to give fome Men, without regard to their Me-
rits, an higher Degree of Happinefs than he did the reft;
and to fhew how confiftent this is with Reafon, he fays,
“ As God was not oblig’d to make all his Creatures equal, or
to make Men Angels, or toendow all Men with the fame
Capacities and Faculties; fo he was not bound to make
all Men capable of the fame Degree, or the fame Kind of
Happinefs; or to afford all Men the very fame Means
¢ and Opportunities of obtaining it. -

B. BuT how comes this to be thifting the Scene, and in-
troducing a new Hypothefis ?

A. BEcausk his former fuppofes Men living and dying
ina deprav’d, corrupted, degenerate, and impious State, inca-
pable of Reformation; whereas in this all Men are allow’d
to have, in general, the Means of attaining to a certain
Degree of Happinefs hereafter ; whilft Chriftians alone have
in particular the Means and Opportunites of gaining his
higher Degree, and Kind of Happinefs.

Tuo' infinite Variety of Creatures, and confequently
Incquality, is neceflary to thew the great Extent of the di-

vine

{3
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vine Goodnefs, which plainly appears from the beautiful,
and well form’d Syftem of the World, and the due Subor-
dination of Things, all contriv’d for the Happinefs of th®
whole ; yet fure, it does not from thence follow, that God

will not either here, or hereafter, beftow on the rational

Creation, all the Happinefs their Nature is capable of’;
fince that was the End why God gave it them.

-CaN God, who equally beholds all the Dwellers on
Earth, free from Partiality and Prejudice ; make fome Peo-
ple his Favourites, without any Confideration of their Me-
rits; and merely becaufe they believe certain Opiniong
taught in that Country where they happen to be born ;
while Others, far the greater Number, fhall, from Age to
Age, want this Favour ; not upon the Account of their

Demerits; but becaufe deftin’d to live in Places, where God,’

who always acts from Motives of infinite Wif{dom and Good-
nefs, thought it beft to conceal from them all fuch Opinions.

What can more reprefent God as an arbitrary, and partial
Being, than thus to fuppofe, that he vouchfafes not to afford,

the greateft Part of Mankind, the Happinefs, of which him-
felf had made them capable ?

MusT not every One perceive, that this narrow No-
tion is inconfiftent with the Character of a Being of un-
limited Benevolence ? Is not infinite Goodnefs always
the fame? How then can it, in thefe laft Days, make
fuch Inequality among Men? Is not this fuppofing In-
conftancy in the divine Condu¢t? Is not this Notion re-
pugnant to the natural Idea we have of the divine Good-
nefs ! As likewife to ‘thofe exprefs Texts of Scripture,
which declare God is no Refpecter of Perfons ; that Exe-
ry One, of what Nation fiever, flall be rewarded accord-
ing to bis Works? And that Men are accepted accord-

G g g i.rl_(r
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to what they have, and not according to what they bave
not ¢ )

Ir God, as the Dr. contends, will judge Men as they
are accountable, that is, as they are rational ; muft not
the Judgment of the moft righteous Judge, hold an exa&t
Proportion to the Ufe they have made of their Reafon?
And if Mens State in this Life be a State of Probation,
and for that Caufe they are made moral Agents, capa-
ble of knowing\ Good from Evil, and confequently, of
doing every Thing that’s fit to be done ; muft they not
be dealt with hereafter, according to the Ufe they have
made of their moral Agency ?

How can Men be fure, if God acts thus partially ;
that this Partiality may not even now be in Favour of
other Countries, than thofe they live in; and of other
Notions ; which not flowing from the Nature and Rea-
fon of Things, we may be wholly unacquainted with ?
If Men may lofe any Part of God’s Favour for Impoffi-
bilities, or not obferving fuch Rules as he never gave
them ; where fhall we ftop? Cou'd I think God fo par-
tial and prejudic’d, as moft Seéts, for their own Sakes,
reprefent him ; how cou’d I admire, love, and adore him,
as I ought ? Nay, how can any, who have fuch unwor-
thy Notions of God, be certain, God’s Prejudice and Par-
tiality will be in their Favour? If You admit any one
Imperfe@ion in God ; how can You be fure of his Veracity,
Immutability, or any other PerfeGion whatever.

Tuo' Dr. Clark contends for what terminates in this
grofs Partiality, as if the whole of Chriftianity was founded
on it ; yet fome of our Divines, of the firft Rank too, are

~ of a different Opinion ; from two of which, I'll give You

the following Quotations.

“ Gob’s
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® Gob's Goodnefs and Mercy (/fays Mr. Wharton )Wisriew's Vel.

‘¢ were, from all Ages, equal and uniform ; his Juftice ;:,:,‘:: F
 always impartial and univerfal, in excluding none from
¢ his Favour, but for Reafons common to them with all
¢ Mankind. e The Univerfality, and Impartiality of
 the divine Juftice and Favour, is founded on the Ex-
‘ cellency of the divine Nature; which can’t be fup-
« pos'd to want That, which above all is neceflary for
“ the Government of the World ; impartial Juftice in the
¢ difpenfing of Rewards and Punithments. —— All Men
% were equally created by God; and if we refpe That.
¢ alone, all have an equal Title to his Favour, ——wx
“ Otherwife we cou’d not but conceive Injuftice in God 5
“ nor were it poffible to reconcile fuch a Partiality with
“ his infinite Excellency. The Reafon why God is no
“ Refpecher of Perfons, is faid to be, becaufe There is no » Chrea, 233
¢ Iniquity with the Lord. All reafonable Preference of4s.-
“ one Perfon to another, muft be founded on fome juft
“ Caufe ; otherwife it woud be trifling, and fond ; nay,.
“ even unjuft, and foolith. Far be it from us, to ima-
 gine any fuch ImperfeGtions in God ; in him there is-
¢ no Variablenefs, or Shadow of Change. He ever-
¢ proceeds upon fixed, and immoveable Principles ; which .
“ equally ferve for all Actions and Caufes. -God has
“ fix'd moft impartial Laws of Government ; which uni-

- ¢ yerfally affe@ all the Members of Mankind. It is-.
“ {o pleafing a Delufion, to fancy themfelves dear to God:
¢ in an extraordinary Manner, and for unaccountable Rea-
“-fons ; that.’tis no Wonder many have been tempted to -
¢ entertain fuch a charming Error. ——= This feduc’'d the-
« Fews, —— This Prcjudice has corrupted great Num-
¢ bers of. Chriftians. Is God the God of the Jews.
" Ggg 2 < and.
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and Cbhriftians only? Is he not the God of the Gen-
tiles alfo? Are not his Attributes always unalterable 3
and the Influence of thefe equally deriv’d down to all

"¢ his Creatures ?

THAT celebrated Preacher, Dr. Ibbott, affirms, that
"Tis not our being of any Nation, or any Se&, Mem-
bers of any particular Church, or Society ; that will in-
title us to God’s Favour ; but our working the Work of
God, living up to that Light and Knowledge which He
has afforded us; and being moft puntual, and exa&
in the Difcharge of thofe moral Duties, which all Man-
kind, who have any true Notions of God and Religion,
have ever thought themfelves oblig'd to.” —— Agarn,
Wherever Men fear God, and love one another, they will
be accepted without any Regard to their Country, or Na-
tion; their Tribe, or Family; for This is what God
would bring all People o, from the Rifing of the Sun un-
to the going down thereof. ~This is that inward Temper of
Mind, and that outward Prattice of Life, which he re-
quires ; and which, wherever he meets it, will find Ac-

¢ ceptance with Him.

THE contrary is a Notion, which lays a Foundation for

everlafting Perfecution; for if Men flatter themfelves, that

they, upon the Account of their particular Syftems, are the

Favourites of Heaven ; and that Others fhall want, even to
Eternity, many Degrees of their Happinefs ; will not Thac
oblige them, as they love their Children, Families, Friends,
Neighbours, and Relations ; to ufe any Means, come into
any perfecuting Meafures, to prevent fuch Opinions from
fpreading, as they imagine, wou'd deprive them of that De-
- gree of Happinefs, which otherwife they might ever enjoy:
And is it not chiefly owing to this Abfurdity, that even the

moft
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moft moderate of the different Secs, are far from treating one
another with that Benevolence, which the common Ties of
Humanity require ? '

Dip Men believe, that all, who were equally fincere,
were equally acceptable to God ; there cou'd be no Pre-~
tence for the leaft Partiality, much lefs for Perfecution, ci-
ther Pofitive, or Negative: Nor cou’d any Man love ano-
ther the lefs, for the wideft Difference in Opinions: And
then of Courfe, Mens Indignation wou'd be wholly bent
againft Immorality, difcoverable by the Light of Nature ;
which, now alas! is but too often protected by Zeal for
mere Speculations. 4

Tuis Principle, and this alone, wou’'d caufe univerfal
Love, and Benevolence, among’ the whole Race of Man-
kind; and did it prevail, muft foon produce a new, and
glorious Face of Things; or, in the Scripture Phrafe, «
new Heaven, and @ new Earth; and wou'd free Men
from that miferable Perplexity, in which the Fear of mif-
taking in fpeculative Matters involves them.

WuaT Affurance, upon any other Ground, can even
the Generality of Chriftians have, that they do not err
moft dangeroufly ; when they canfider what Divifions
there have been, from the Beginning, among Chriftians
about fuch Points ? And that the Guides of their own
Churches, even the moft able, tho’ they agree in fay-
ing, Their Fundamentals are plain ; have not always the
fame Set of Fundamentals ; and when they have, wide-
ly differ in explaining them : Can they, I fay, who
confider This, be certain, that it.is not the Fear of
Lofs of Preferment, or fome other political Reafons, that
keep up any Sort of verbal Agreement among them, even
jn Things own’d to be of the higheft Confequence ; and

' which,
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which, as fuch, are plac’d in their Creeds and Artscles? Con-
fider with yourfelf, what Comfort, what Satisfaction, it
muft give a Man, efpecially, on his Death-bed ; to be cer-
tain, he is not accountable for any Errors in Opinion ; if
he has, according as his- Circumftances permit, done his
beft vo difcover the Will of God..

DRr. Prideaux fays, “ The main Arguments Mabomet
¢ made ufe of, to delude Men into the Impofture, were -
% his Promifes, and his Threats ; being Thofe which ea--
“ fily work on the Affeitions. of the Vulgar.” If the-
Bulk of Mankind are fo eafily deluded by Threats and:
Promifes, when join’d to Opinions as abfurd as Thofe of
Mabomet ; can there be any other Way to avoid their being.
deluded in Proportion to the Greatnefs. of thofe Promifes-
and Threats ; but by annexing them, not to any Set of
Opinions, but to Sincerity and Infincerity ? For here, the
only Effet they can have, is to make Men judge without
Prejudice, and Partiality,

trdav,p.78. THE prefent Bithop of Sarum fays, “ God is juft,

. -91.

® equal, and good ; and as fure as he is, fo he can’t put
% the Salvation and Happinefs of any Man, upon what he
“ has not put it in the Power of any Man on Earth to be-
- intirely fatisfy’d of. ” And much lefs, fzy. I, can ajuft,
equal, and good Ged put the Salvation, or any Part of
the Happinefs of the greateft Part of. Mankind, upon that,
of which, inftead of being intirely fatisfy'd, they are
intirely ignorant. Is it poffible, a miftaken Chriftian can.
have a. Title 1o God’s- Favour, and a Man of another
Religion not have the fame Title ; when that Sincerity,
on which the Title depends, is common to them both ?
“.If the Favour of God, as the Bifkop fays, follows Since-
““ rity, as fuch; and. equally follows every Degree of
({3 Sin_
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¢ Sincerity ; ? muft not Men of all Religions what-

ever, if equally fincere, have the fame Title to be
cqually favour'd by God? Who is the only infallible:
Judge of their Sincerity ; in the Ufe of thofe Talents,
whether great, or fmall; he has endow'd them with.
And,

MR. Chillingworth was fo far from thinking involun-
tary Errors Crimes, that he thought it criminal to ask Par-
don for them ; and fays, *“ That wou'd be to impute to :r"eff“";f“ét
“ God the ftrange Tyranny of requiring Bricks, whererity maia-
“ he has giv’n no Straw ; of expelting to gather, where ™4 > 16
“ he has not ftrow’d ; to reap, where he fow’d not; of
¢ being offended with us for not doing, what he knew
¢ we cou'd not do.” And,

Tue Romanifts themfelves, tho’ they own the common
People can have but an imperfe& Knowledge, of what
their infallible Church requires ; yet fay,.that “ a Difpe-.
« fition to receive, and an Endeavour to uaderftand what
« jt teaches, is fufficient. ” And fhall not the Protefants
allow as much to fuch a Difpofition, in relation to the
Will of God; as the Papifis do, to the Will of Man?
But fince there are fome, to whom thefe Notions about
Sincerity, will appear fhocking ; for their fakes, I will
quote 2 Divine, whom they have in a Manner idoliz'd :
I mean the famous Mr. Lefley, who fa)ts, ‘.‘ In tbe Be-,, iy of pie
“ ginning God created Man, and left bim in the Handsvae fudgm. -
« of bis own Counfel. ( Ecclef 15. 14.) He fer Life and™ ™" *
¢ Death, Blefling and Curfing for him w choofe; and
“ God will blefs, or curfe him, according to what he has
« fet before him ; whether by Revelation, or his own Na-
¢ tural Reafon only : And who is Judge of this but Gad,»,
¢ who always knows the Sincerity of any Man’s Intentions,

% and
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¢ and what Endeavours he has us'd towards the right In-
“ forming his Judgment?

In a2 Word, this is fo evident a Truth, that there are
none, but who, with the Bifthop of London, fay, ¢ Chri-
“ ftianity requires no further Favour, than a fair, and
“ impartial Inquiry into the Grounds, and Dorines of
“ jt;” even while they are defigning the further Favours
of Fines, Pillories, and Impr{/'orzmmt &c. But to return
to the Dr,

I wou'd be glad to know, whether the greater Degree of
Happincfs, from which Dr. Clark wou'd exclude the reft of
Mankind; belongs to all thofe innumerable Seéts, that go
under the Name of Chriftians; or to one Se&, by Virtue of
its pccuhar Fundamenuals; or elfe to all Chriftians, who,
tho’ ever fo much miftaken, iincerely endeavour to find cut
the Will 'of God?" If the Dr. fays the latter, he can’t u.ink
this Favour deperids on any Set of ‘Notions, but on Since.
rity ; and confequently, muft equally belong to all that are
equally fincere : But allowing that Chriftians are to be re-
warded above others, equally fincere; yét if they are like~
wife fubject to be punifh’d above others for their Miftakes,
even about fuch abftrufe Notions, as divide the moft emi-
nent Men of the fame moft eminent Church; fuch as Dr.
Waterland, and Dr.Clark; nay, Dr.Clark, in fome Editions
of his Book, and himfelf in other Editions; where then, is:
the great Advantage of the Dr’s Hypothefis 2 But,

Ir Chriftians-are to be punifh’d hereafter,  for not ob-
ferving fuch Things, as the Happinefs of Mankind in
general does not depend on; God, certainly, is far from
being partial in their Favour; if not, where is the Dif-

* ference .? .

\ ' B. Bor:
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B. BuT does not the Dr. raife an Argument, from Mens
different Capacities and Abilities in this Life, fortheir hav-
ing different Degrees of Happinefs hereafter ?

A. Tuo’ Men here have different Capacities, yet if That
depends on bodily Organs; aH Seuls may in Heaven have
equal Capacities : But even this Suppofition will not ferve
his Purpofe, except the wifeft of the Philofophers had not
Abilities equal to the meaneft Chriftian ; and fo (allowing
a Proportion between Happinefs and Abilities) were natu-
rally incapable of the fame Degree, or Kind of Happinefs.
. Bug,

THE Dr. himfelf feems confcious of the Weaknefs, even
of this new Hypothefis ; fince he, after he had us'd it, to
get rid .of a troublefome Objecion ; ftrait quits it in faying,
« That as ne Man ever deny’d, but that the Benefit of P& 272
£ Chrift’s Death extended backward, to thofe who liv’d be-
¢ fore his Appearance in the World ; fo no One can prove,
“ but the fame Benefit may extend itfelf forward to thofe,
« who never heard of his Appearance ; tho’ they liv'd after
“ i. ” If both thefe, tho’ knowing nothing of Chrift, or
his Death, reap the Benefitof his Death ; what more can
the moft perfect Believer expe@? So that even on this
Suppofition, the Dr. muft have own’d, that all Men, living
up to that Light God has giv'n them, are upon a Level, in
relation to their future Happines. '

- AND indeed, if Sinners, fince the Coming of Chrift are
not to be fav’d without Repentance and Amendment; and
Sinners, at all Times, were to be fav’d on thefe Terms, or
cfe cou'd not be fav'd at all; muft not Repentance and
Amendment, which fuppofe a Knowledge of what was to be
repeated of, and amended ; put all Mankind, at all Times,
upon a Level, with relation to their future Happinefs? Can
any Thing be more evident, than that, if doing Evil is the

Hhhb only
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only Foundation of God’s Difpleafure ; ceafing to-do Evil,.
and doing the contrary, muft take away that Difplea-
furc: As long as Men continue in. their Sins, they muft
continue the proper Objects of God’s Refentment; but
when they, forfaking their Sins, a& a Part fuitable to-
their rational Nature, they of Courf¢ become the pro-
per Objects of his Approbation :. And This, fure, can’t be:
deny’d, except You. fuppofe, Chrift, who came not o call
the rigbteous, but Sinners to Repentance ; propos’d fome other
Way of reconciling them to God, than by. perfuading them
to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance; or, in other
Words, by obliging them to live up to the eternal, and uni-
verfal Law of Righteoufnefs.

Tuo' the Dr. fays no more than our Articles affirm, viz.
that ¢-the Oblation of Chrift once made, is that perfe& .
% Redemption, Prapitiation, and Satisfattion for the Sins-
“ of the whole World, both Original, and A&ual; ” yet I
wifh. the Dr. had been more explicit, and told us, what Be--
nefit thofe who never heard of Chrift's Appearance, cou’d.
gain by his Death.

B. THE Dr. fays, that ¢ Chrift dy'd, to thew God’s
¢ irreconcileable Hatred to Sin; and to vindicate the Ho-
“ nour of his Laws.

A. Tuese Reafons, fure, cou'd never influence -thofe,
who never heard of Chrift; or, if they had, perhaps’,
wou’'d have been fo perverfe, as not to imagine, that par-
doning the. guilty, and punifhing the innocent; cou’d either
fhew irreconcileable Enmity to Guilt, or Love for Inno--
cence; and perhaps, govern'd by Prejudices, might think -
very odly of a King, who, tho’ he freely pardon’d his re- -
penting Rebels ; yet fhou'd caufe his moft loyal, and only
Son to be put to Death, to fhew his Hatred to Rebellion ; .

and .
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and to vindicate the Honour of thofe Laws, which forbid
putting an innocent Perfon to Death; or any Perfon to be
any Way inftrumental to his own Death; much more to
facrifice himfelf. Cou’d thefe Philofophers, who did not
imagine any Virtue in facrificing of Beafts, to wafh away
the Sins of Men; eafily conceive, a human Sacrifice,
‘which they believ’d human,Nature abhorr'd, to be an Ex-
‘piation for Sins? Or, that Sins freely pardon’d, cou’d
want any Expiation? Or, that all was mere Mercy, and
pure Forgivenefs, after a full Equivalent paid, and adequate
Satisfaction giv’n ?

B. Tuis, indeed, feems to me as great a Miftery, as chat
the fame God fhou’d receive Satisfaltion from, and give
Satisfaction to the fame God ; and that the fame God, who
" thus receives, and gives Satisfaction, fhou’'d neither give,
or receive any Satisfaction; fince the Holy Ghoft, the fame
God with God the Father, and God thc Son, neither gives,
or receives any Satisfaction.

. A. Tuo’ I have omitted feveral Things, which wel
deferve to be criticis’d ; yet, I think, I have faid enough
to thew the Inconfiftency of the Dr’s Scheme; and the
‘Weaknefs of all thofe Arguments, by which he attempts
to deftroy the All-fufficiency, abfolute Perfeion, Plain-
nefs, and Perfpicuity of the Law of Nature; which he
had before fo fully demonftrated : Who cou’d ‘expe&, af-
ter we had been told, that as God governs all his own
A&ions by the eternal Rule of Reafon ; fo all his rational
Creatures are oblig’d to govern themfelves in all theirs,
by the fame eternal Rule : A Rule too, own’d to be fo plain,
that the Reafon of all Men every wbere naturally, and ne-
ceffarily affents to it : Who, I fay, after thefe, and 2 Num-
ber of other fuch Expreflions, cou’d imagine, that all this

Hhha thow'd
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Hypothefes of their Adverfaries, may, by equally receding
from thofe arbitrary Things they have brought into Re-
ligion, come to an happy Agreement.

For my part, I think, there’s none who with well to
Mankind, but muft likewife wifh chis Hypotbefis to be
truc ; and can there be a greater Proof of its Truth, than
that it is, in all its Parts, fo exa&ly calculated for the Good
of Mankind, that either to add to, or take from it, will
be to their manifeft Prejudice. And,

latrodud. o IF, as Bithop Chandler remarks, * They are Deceivers,

Def. of Ghrift. ¢

p- 2.

and true Enemies to Mankind, who do not teach a Re-
¢ ligion moft worthy of God, moft friendly to Society,
“ moft helpful to Government, and moft beneficial to

% every Individual;” -what need we run to his Fewi/h
Rabbies, or any other Rabbies, to difcover this true Reli-
gion? If ’tis by this Teft, that our Reafon muft judge

of the Truth of all Religion; are not they the beft Friends

to Mankind, who teach fuch a Religion, without the leaft
Mixture of thofe arbitrary Things, that have caus'd fuch

fatal Contentions among Chriftians? And which, at the
beft, ferve only to divert them from attending to a Re-

Jigion moff worthy of God, mof friendly to Society, moft

belpful to Government, and mofi beneficial to every In-
dividual ; and withal, is a Religion, as I hope, is here
fully prov’d, founded upon fuch demonftrable Principles,.

as arc obvious to the meaneft Capacity ; and moft effe@u-

ally prevents the Growth, both of Sccpucxfm and En-
thufiafm.

I intirely agree with this Right Reverend Father, that
“ Chriftianity in itfelf, ftripp'd of the Additions that Po-
¢« licy, Miftake, and the Circumftances of Time, have
“ made to i, is a moft holy Religion ;” but I may-add,

that
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that by Reafon of thefe Additions, it is become, in moft
Places, a moft unholy Religion. And can we hope to
get rid of thefe Additions, but by bringing them to
the Bithop’s own Teft? I might here ask him, Who
are they, that have brought in, and flill defend thefe
Additions to Chriftianity ; which, as all fair, and can-
did Writers own, have giv'n great Advantages to its Ad-
verfaries ? .

WHAT good Chriftian is not ready to join with the
excellent Dr. Sykes, in. withing, * That Chriftians wou’'d sykes’s Effey
@ not vend under the Name of Evangelical Truths, thef tf:g,;‘:i"
% abfurd, and contradi@ory Schemes of ignorant, or wic-Relig. p-204. -
« ked Men? That they wou'd part with the Load of
“ Rubbifh, which makes thinking Men fink under the
“ Weight, and gives too great a Handle to Infidelity ?”

“ The Hands of Friends to Chriftianity, fays be, havelb. Pref; -
% been much embarrafs’d, thro’ Fear of fpeaking againft
¢ local Truths; and its' Adverfaries have fo fuccefsfully
¢« attack’d thofe Weaknefles, that Chriftianity idfelf has
¢ been deem’d indefenfiblo ; when, in Reality, the Follies
¢ of Chriftians alone have been fo.” If this be true,
have I not fhewn fome Refolution, in daring to attack
the darling Weaknefles, and Follies of falfe Chriftians ;
in proving that true Chriftianity is fo far from being in--
defenfible, that it carries its-own Evidences with it; or
in other Words, all its Doétrines plainly {peak themfelves
to be the Will of an infinitely wife, and good God; as
being moft friendly to Society, moft helpful to Government,
and moft bencficial to every Individual 5 or, in one Word, -
free from all Prieft-craft.

B. Tuere’s one Objetion which will always flick,

You will be reprefented as an AffeGter of Novelty ; and
‘ that
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that ’ds Pride and Vain-glory, which makes You go out
of the common Road.

A THAT is 2 Refle®ion All muft expe&, who endea-
vour to reform any prevailing Abufes: They little un-
derftand human Nature, who do not fee, that Novelty,
in this Cafe, can only ferve to make a Man defpis'd by
‘the Majority, for his Ignorance ; in not being able te .
difcover that Truth, which they, at firft Sight, clearly per-
ceive ; as well as hated by them, for propagating falfe
Doérine ; and inhumanly treated for ir, if it clathes ( and
where does not Reformation clath ) with the Intereft of a
certain Set of Men, who have two Thirds of Mankmd
viz. the Bigots and Immoral, murcly at their Devouon
But,

" I am fo far from being a No'veI iff, that All, .except

where they difagree with themf{elves, muft agree with me:

Are not All of my Sentiments, who own, that their Re-

velatiori contains all Things worthy of having God for

its Author ? For that fuppofes, that Reafon, antecedently

to Revelation, can tell them what is, or is not worthy

of having God for its Author: And do not ull recede

from Revelation, or, which is the fame, recede from the

plain, obvious, grammatical Conftrution of its Words,

' whenever That, in che leaft Point, recedes from the Re-

ligion of Nature and Reafon ? Which being, as Dr. Pri-

deaux owns, wrote in the Hearts of every One of us from

see Pag. 60, the Creation; is “ the Touchftone of all Religion ; and
fbi’??f?f;:; that, * if the Gofpel varies from it in any Particular, or
are atlarge. ¢ jn the minuteft Circumiftance is contrary to its Righ-
« teoufnefs ; that is ftrong enough go deftroy the whole

“ Caufe ; and make all Things elfe that can be faid for

“ its Support, totally ineffeCtual.” Which fuppofes, we

can’t
Y, \
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can’t_judge of the Truth of any Revelation, till we apply
‘to it.the Touchftene of.all Religion; and fee whether it
_agrees with that in all Pardiculars: And do not all, without
regard to the plain Meaning of the Words, in interpreting
the Precepts of .the Gofpel (.which are, for the moft Pare,
deliver'd in general, undetermin’d, and very often, -hyper-
‘bolical Terms; ) fo explain, limit, and reftrain thefe Pre-
cepts, .as to make them agreeable w the Touchftone of all
Religion, the Nature, and Reafon of Thingss for Fear, that
otherwife they might depreciate Morality : And in this Cafe,
they, as ’tis allow’d, are the beft Interpreters, who moft
recede from the killing Letter. And is not this, in Effe,
faying with the prefent Bithop of Bangor, % That the Gof-see the Quo.
% pel is 2 Republication of the Law of Nature; and ics;‘_‘i;’;"‘t;.’cfé"
“ Precepts declarative of that original Religion, which i
¢ 35 old as the Creation. And, “ ’Tis as reafonable to fup-
% pofe, that three Angles of a Triangle fhould be equal to
« two right Ones in onc Age, and uncqual in another ; as
¢ to fuppofe, that the Dutics ‘of Religion fhould differ in
¢« one Age, from what they were in another ; the Habi-
« tudes, and Relations from which they flow continuing
¢ always the fame.

“Tue Principles I maintain are fo evident, that they who
are introducing Things in Oppofition to them, yet muft
own their Force. Dare any fay, that God is an arbitrary
Being, and his Laws not founded on the eternal Reafon of
Things ; even while they are contending for his ating ar-
" bitrarily, and giving us fuch Laws as are founded on mere
Will and Pleafure?  Will any maintain, that our reafoning
Faculties were not ‘giv'n us, to diftinguith between Good
and Evil, Religion and Superftition? Or that they will not
anfwer the End for which they were giv'n ?

1ii | WiLs
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WiLL any affirm, that the Nature of God is not eter-
nally the fame ? Or that the Nature of Main is chang’d? Or
that the Relations God and ‘Man- ftand in to one another,
are not always the fame ; nay, even while they are making -
Alterations. in thefe Relations, by fu‘ppoﬁng»ncw Laws, and.
new Duties ? :

Ir All own, that God, at no Time; cou’d have - any Mo-
tive to give Laws to Mankind, but for their Good ;.and.
that he is, at all Times, equally good, and, at all Times,
aéts upon the fame Motives; muft they not own with me,
except they. are inconfiftent with themdfelves,. that his Laws,
at all Times, muft be the fame? And that the.Good of
Mankind is.the Teft, the Criterion, or the internal Evidence,
by which we are to judge of all his Laws ? - But, A

Ir, after all, I am ftill criminal; it muft-be in not own--
ing, that God created the greateft Part of Mankind to be
damn’d ; or, which is the fame, made fuch Things necef-
fary to their Salvation, as they were incapable of knowing? .
And in my Afferting, that-God is @ Rewarder. of thofe, who . -
diligently feek bim ; tho' they do not feck him under the Di- -
rection of this, or that Set of Men; who, provided they
can make themfelves neceflary Ae¢re, care not who thcy :
damn bereafter. And thus,

AQs 1o, 34 IN believing with St. Peter, that -God is no Refpecter of

Perfons ; but in every Nation be that feareth him, and worketh
Rigbteoufnefs, is accepted with bim. And with St. Paul, that

Rom. 2, 14. 2he Gentiles .do by. Nature the Things contained in the Law ;

Resz

And that God will render to every Man (whether Believer, or

Tit. 2. 11,12 Unbeliever ;) according to bis Deeds ; And that.zbe Grace of

God, which bringeth .Salvation, emme Teaching us, —— we

Jbow'd live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this prefent World,

( which takes in the whole of our Duty ) bas appear'd to all

Men, and at all Times. And . In.:
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~ In believing with our Saviour, that sbe Whole needMat g 1.
ot a Pbyfician ; and that the Do@rine he taught thewsjoba 1. 17,
itfelf to be the Will of Ged ; and. that he did not fpeak
of bimfelf; and in believing the Defcription, that God'
himfelf gives of the New Covenant, I will put my Lawsﬂeb 8.10.
into tbeir Minds, and write them in their Hearts : ——
They fhall not teach every Man bis Neighbour, e Tbey'-' Ver. 15
Jpall all know me from the leaft to the greateft.

In a Word, All are forc’d to own thefe Sentiments I
contend for, except the Anthropomorpbites; they, indeed,
faid, that Fallible Reafon muft give Place to infallible Re-
wvelation ; or in Dr. Waterland’s Words, “ That to advanceRemarks on
«¢ Natural Light, that'is, Pagan Darknefs, in Oppofition togﬁgl:?:bfx.
« Scripture. Evidence, is fetting up humdn ConjecturesCh C;tfchlfmi
« apove divine Truths:” And that, fince the Scnpturcp
fo frequently imputes human Parts, and Paffions to God,
we ought not to doubt of it; only becaufe we can't re-
concile it with that Philofophy, with which the Bulk of
Mankind, for whom the Scripture was chiefly wrote, are
intirely ignorant of. .

In our next Conference (it being high Time to put
an End to this ) I fhall fhew You, that all Mankind, Fews,
Gentiles, Mabometans, &c. agree, in Owaing the Sufficien-
cy of the Law of Nature, to make Men acceptable te
God ; and that the Primitive Chriftians believ'd, there
was an exact Agreement between Natural and Reveald
) Religion ;- and that the Excellency of the Latter, did cons
fit in being a Republication of the Former.

For the prefent, take thefe few Authorities : ¢ If, fays
<he renowned Origen, “ we admit the Judgment of God toOrigmuoatrs
« be juft, we muft acknowledge, that there can be nog%“m' LY
“ Ground for the Punifhment of Sinners, unlefs the com-

Iiiz2 , “ mon
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% mon Conceptions-of all Men, are fufficient.to give them .
% a found Underftanding-in the Duties of Morality: And,
* therefore, .it is not to be-thought ftrange, that thofe -
¢ Things which God has taught us by the Prophers, and -
¢ by our Saviour,” were implanted /by him in the Minds’ of -

“ all Men; that fo .every Man; having -had the Intention,-

* and .Meaning of the Law written: in-his own Heart; .
% fhou'd be left without Excufe before the Divine Tribu<-

. nal.. And,
. Laétantsius, the moft eloquent of the Fathers, feems ravifh’'d
with the. Defcription Cicero gives of the Law-of Nacure

-

and .therefore, choofes to exprefs his own Senfe of it, in the -

Words of that Philofopher. ¢ The Law of God, fays ke, is

“ neceffary to be obferv’d, That will lead us into the Way of -

“ _Happinefs; thac holy and heavenly Law, I "mdn, which

 Marcus Tullius his, as it were; divinely defcfib’d in his third -

“. Book de Republica ; and whofe Words, I will, therefore, fub-
¢ join. RightReafon is a Law of Truth, confonant toNature,
“ . implanted in all Men, uniform and eternal.—ThisLaw nei-

“ ther needs to be propos'd, nor can it ever be;either in whole, -
. “-or part,repeal’d s neither Senate, nor People, can difcharge

‘¢ us from.the Obligation of it; we need not look abroad for -
“ anExpofitor, to make us underftand it. ItisnotoncLawat -
¢ .Rome, another at Athens ; one at this Time, another here- -

« after ; but one, and the fame immutable Law continues,

« and extends itfelf to all Times and Nations; and one God °

¢ is.the commgn Lord, and Governor of -all‘Things. He it
¢ is, that has fram'd, ‘propounded, ‘and eftablifl’d this Law;
“ and whofoever obeys.nos him, abandons even himfelf, re-

« nounces his own Nature ; and in fo doing, fuffers actually -
“-in himfelf the greateft Punithment, tho'-he efcapes all -

“Things elfe which are deem’d fo....

St.. .-
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St. Auftin fays, ¢ The Reafon why God has given us a 11 PGl 57
« written Law, is not becaufe his Law was not already writ-
« ten in our Hearts; but becaufe Men letting out their Ap~
« petites after Things abroad, became Strangers to them-
« felves; -and therefore, we have been fummor'd, and call’d
« ypon by him, who is every where prefent, to retufn into’
« ourfelves: For what is that the outward written Law
« calls for, unto thofe who have forfaken the Law written -
« in their Hearts; but Return, O ye Tranfgreffors, to yourlhiss 4.5
« own Hearts ?
I thall, likewife, thew You, chat - the Law of Liberty,
<hat perfelt Law of Liberty, which we are oblig’d to main. fames 1. 25.
tain in all our Words and A&ions, as the Law we are to be y, 5 a1,
judg’d by 3 does not confift in a Freedom from Things of a :
moral Nature,- for that wou'd be perfet Slavery ; but from -
all thofe. Things as are not of fuch a Nature: And that ’tis
evident from “the Reafoning, - which runs thro’ all the
Epiftles, that the placing Religion in any indifferent Things,
is. inconfiftent with the Nature of Chriftianity ; ’tis intro-
ducing fudaifm, or what ( as Chriftians have found to their
Coft) is ftill more prejudicial. -
Anp therefore, inftead of tranfcribing the beft Part of the
Epiftles, I fhall enly mention a Text, or two: The Apottle of
the Gentiles not only fays, Stand faft in the Liberty, wbhere-cCor.16 130 *
with Chrift bath made You free; but declares, Wherever the -
Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty ; and confequently, that
they who impofe any indifferent Things, as Part of Religion,
fin againft our Chriftian Liberty ; and a&t by another Spirit
than that of theLord : And I am afraid, that in this, as well
as in many other Cafes, the $pirit of the Lord, and the Spiris -
" of the Church, in moft Places, have been very oppofite. And
left we {houw’d miftake in this impartant Point, the Apoftle :
' ' like-+-
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likewife tells us, not only in what Things the Kingdom of

Rom. 14.17.God does, but in what Things it does not confift. The King- -

18, 1. dom of God is not Meat and Drink, but Rigbtooufnefs, Peace, -
and foy in the Holy Ghoft 5 for be that in thefe Things [erveth
Chrift, is acceptable to God, and approv’'d of Man : Let us,
thereftre, follow after the Things woich make for Peace, and
Things wherewith we may edify one another. If thefe are
the only Things, by which we can ferve Chrift, and which
will make us acceptable to God, and approv’d of Men; can
fuch Things, as have no Tendency to promote Righteouf-
nefs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft, make us fervice-
able to Chrift, or acceptable either to God, or Man ?

" Turse Words of the Apoftle, tho’ they need no Para-
phrafe, yet I fhall mention what Calvin fays on this Place,
Nam fieri non potefl, ubi quifpiam Deo acceptus efft ac bo-
minibus probatus, quin perfecte in ipfo vigeat ac floreat reg-
num Dei. Qui tranquilla placidag; Confcientia per Fufti-
tiam fervit Chrifto, tam hominibus quam Deo fe approbat.
Ubi ergo eff juftitia, & pax, & gaudium [pirituale, illic
regnum Dei fuis omnibus numerss eff abfolutum. And with
him Bucer, Mufculus, and Others of our firft Reformers,
agree. And if the Kingdom of God, which has thefe
Things, is abfolutely perfect, omnibus fuis numeris abfolu-
tum; it can only be the Kingdom of Satan, which re-
quires Things of a different Nature : And if ’tis in thefe
Things only we can ferve Chrift, Others can’t be intro-
‘duc’d, but for the Service of Antichrift.

HowkevEeRr, I fhall, at prefent, content myfelf with fay-
ing, There are but two Ways for any Thing to oblige ;
cither from the Reafon of the Thing, or elfe from a
-pofitive Command : Now, if there are no fuch Things,
as are commanded to be obferv’d at all Times, and by

_ . : all
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all People ; and no Commands ‘can’oblige thofe, to whom
they wete not givin; we have no Way left, to know
what Things oblige perpetually, but from their Nature;
which will fufficiently diftinguifh them from thofe, which
(in fo mifcellanious a Book as the Bible, taking in fuch

- a vaft Period of Time ) might be given upon certain Oc-

cafions, and particular Reafons; in which we are no other
Ways concern’d, than like them, to act according as the
Circumftances we are in require. Without this, Chri-
ftians wou’d have no certain Rule, to know what Pre-
cepts oblige peipetually 5 all being alike commanded in

Scripture, without making any Difference ; no Precepts -
being faid to bind all Mankind, or- to bind any for ever,,
except thofe relating to the Fewif/b Oeconomy ; which, in -

an hundred. Places, we are told, are to laft for ever.
To comprife the Matter in few Words, what I have
been endeavouring to prove , is,
' Firft, Tuart there are Things, which, by their inter-
nal Excellency, fhew themfelves to be the Will of an in-
finitely wife, and good God. '

Secondly, THERE are T hmgs, which have no Worth in -
themfelves ; yet becaufe thofe that have, can’t many Times '
be perform’d without them, thefe are to be confiderd as

Means to an End ; and being of a mutable Nature, are left
to human Difcretion, to be* vary’d as beft fuits thofe Ends ;
for whofe fake alone they are inftituted.

Thirdly, TuAT there are fome Things fo indifferent, as’

not to be confider’d either as Means, or Ends; and to
place any Part of Religion in the Obfervance of Thefe, is
highly fuperftitious. And I may venture to fay, He that

carries thefe Diftinions in his Mind, will have a truer -

Notion of Religion, than if he had read all the Schoo/-

men, Fathers, and Councils, B 1.
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B. 1 own,} "tis Time to give You fome Refpite, and to
thank You for a Favour, which can’t be too much ac-
knowlcdg‘d ; in thus freely communicating your Thoughts

~on this important Subjet ; and doing it after fuch a Man-

ner, as cannot, were this Conference to be publifh’'d, -offend
Perfops, tho’ of the greateft Gravity, who have the Intereﬂ:

- of Truth at Heart.

4. BErore we part, I muft remind You of the Occa-

fion of this Conference ; for tho’ You plainly -faw, that
-God never intended Mankind fhou’d be without Religion;
or cou’d ordain an imperfe@ Religion; and therefore,

did not fee how to avoid concluding, there muft have
been, from the Beginning, a Religion moft perfe&, which
Mankind, at all Times, were capable of knowing ; yet You
were at' a Lofs, how to make out Chriftianity to be this
perfe&, this original Religion ; how far I have gone in re-
moving this Difficulty, You beft know : All I cap fay, is,
I am willing, whenever You pleafe, to refume the Confe-~ -
rence ; and begging Leave to repeat whar I mention’d at
firft, am ready to give up my Hypothefis, if You can name
One attended with fewer Difficulties ; and [ikewife, to af-
fure You, that if I have advanc’d any Notion, which does
not naturally, and neceffarily fhew itfelf to be the Will of
God 3 by tending to promote his Honour, and the Good of
Men; I here intirely renounce it : And by not perﬁfhng to
defend Error, give this uncommon Mark of an ingenuous
Difpofition. Errare poffum, Hareticus effe nob.
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