














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Digitized by Google



618 EasTter Moxpav. Vol IL

And the Manncr of it was (it hathbeenfaid) to bring
the Blood into the Sanctuary, and fprinkle it before
the Lord, but to burn the Body witl.out the Camp.
‘With Allufion to this, Chrift is not only
called our Peace, and faid to be sr.--. S:a
for us : But more particularly, the 1ame
Ceremonies are obferved to be nicely regarded, in :.e
Place and Manner of his Death. For thus the A:-
thor to the Hebrews argues, The Bodies of thez Be.- ',
whcfe Blood is breught into the SarFuiry
for Sin, are burnt without the C.m..
Wherefore Fefus c!fo, that be might [anétify the Peogle wirh
bis own Blood, [1./fcred without the Gate.

One more remarkable Type there is, denoting both
the Kind, and the Efficacy, of this Death. When the
Ifraclites in the Wildernefs were ftung with fiery Ser-
pents, Mpfes was commanded to fet a brazen Serpent,
refembling thofe in Form, on high upon a Pole; And
as many as looked upon This, were healed of their
Plague. OurLord, inlike manner, tho’ made in the
Likenefs of finful Fleth, yet knew no Sin himfelf: As
that brazen Serpent had the Rcfemblance only, but
none of the Fire and Venom of thofe Serpents, whof:
Sting it was ordained to cure. Nor did the fixing it
in view effet a Recovery, by any naturaland necefl-
ry Operation; but the Benefit of Healing was con-
fined to them, that fix’d their Eyes upon it; and, cor-
Witd. xvi. 6 fequent to that, turned themfelves to tlis

ST Signof Salvation, (as the Wifdom of Se-
lomon exprefles it ) This AQion made them capable of
the Mercy of God, working in, and by, that Emblem.
Thus is the Death of Chrift effectual for curing the
Sins of Men; Not of all indifferently, and without
Diftinction ; butof fuch, asqualify themfelvesby Faith.
All which cannot be more fully illuftrated, than by
that Paflage in our Lord’s Difcourfe with Nicodemus,
(Johniii. 14, 15.) As Mojes lifted up the Serpent in tl:

wil

Eph. ii. 14-
2 Cor. v. 21.

Chap. xiii.11,12.
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35. Weerefore be faith alfo in anntber Pfalm, Thox fbalt mot fuffer thime Foly e
e corrupeiom,
£ 36. I'Por David, after be bad ferved bis own generation by the will of God, f:"
feep, and was la.durts bis fatbers, and fawo corruption.
37. But be wkom God raif-d again faw mo corruption.
38.  Be it knixom unts you tkerefire, men and brethrex, that thremgh this max s
preacked unto you the fur -ivenels of fins.
39. Andby bim all that beirove, are jeflificd from all things, from wbich ye =i
nt be juftified by the Law ;/' Mojes.
40. Beware therefore, left that come upon you, which is [pokem of im tée P

ts

41: Bebcld, ye d:fpifers, ard worder, and perifp : for I woirk & woork 12 5=+
days, a awork wiico y:u fall in no wife belicve, though a man declare ¢t s
e

The GospeL.

Luke xxiv. 36.
36, JE SUS bimfelf food in the midft of them, and [aith usto them, Peace i

M'IM,M.

37. But they were terrified and affrighted, and fuppofed that ehey bad =

a [pirit.

b 38, And {f Jaid unto them, Wby are ye troubled, and why do thaughts arife in ;=
arts P

39. Bebold my bands and my feet, that it is I my [elf : bandle me and [ee, f- :
[piret bath not flejb and bones, as ye Jec me bave.

40. And <vken be bad thus [poken, be fhewed them bis bands and bis feer.

41, Andwkile they yet belicved ndt for joy, and woondred, be faid unts thew, Have
yebere mydmml? A ab Iadﬁ: 4 boney comb.

« And they gave bim a piece of a broi and of an .

:;. Anrd bbt?of& it, and £d eat before them, o S "7

44 And be faid unto them, Thefe are the words which' I fpake unto yom, <di. !
svas yet quith you, that allthings mufi be fulfilled which were written in the law ;
Moﬁ:, and in the Propbets, and in the P[alms, conggrning me.

45. Then opened be their underflanding, that they might underfland e S

ures.
ﬂ46. And faid unto them, Thus it is soritten, and thus it beboved Chrift 3 65~
and to rife from the dead the third day : o

47. And that repentance and remiffion of fins foould be preached in bis name, a==
all nations, beginning at Y erufalem.

48. And yeare wimju of thefe things.

.COMMEN

-y
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COMMENT.

Now proceed, according to my Propofal Yefter-
day, to confider the Preditions and Types, of our
Blefled Redeemer’s Refurre@ion. And that, Both as
to the Thing in general, and as to the particular Time
of it. For the Scriptures before us now extend to
Both, That he fbould rife from the Dead, and, Thathe
thould rife the Third Day.
Almighty God had promifed to Abrabam, That in
bis Seed all Nations of the Earth fhould be
bleffed ; This Seed, St. Paul affirms to the ~Gen- xxil. 13.
Gulatians, is Cbrift, who redeemed usfrom 3. > ' .
tbe Curfe of the Law, being made a Curfe
Jor us, That the Bleffing of Abrabam might come upon the
Gentiles through Fefus Cbrifi. And St. Peter acquaints
the Fews, that this Promife was made good to them in
our Lord’s Refurrettion. (Afs iii. 25, 26.) 2e are the
Children of thbe Prophets, and cf the Covenant, wbich
God made with our Fatbers, [aying unto Abrabam, And
in thy Secd fball all the Kindreds of the Earth be bleffed.
Unto you firf}, God, baving raifed up bis Son Fefus, [ent
‘b}im 1o blefs youy in turning away every one of you from bis
iquities.
avid, in the Second Pfalm, magnifying the Mercy
of God in his Son’s Exaltation to the Throne, had
faid, I will declare the Decree, the Lord batb faid unto
me, Thou art my Som, this Day bave I begotten thee.
And St. Paul, making the E ilzlc for this Day his Ser-
mon in the Synagogue at Antioch, contends for this,
as the true Senfe of thefe Words. We declare unto you
Glad Tidings, fays he, bow that the Promife, which was
made unto the Fatbers, God bath fulfilled .
the fame unto us their Children, in that be A& 3% 3%
batb raifed up Fefus again; "As it is alfo written in the
Sccond Pfaim, Thou art mySon, this Day bave I begotten
thee.
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thee. And, that this Pfa/m had a peculiar Reference
to the Meffias, we learn, from the Allufion made w
it, by the wholeCollege of the Apoftles, in the Four::
Chapter of the fame Book.

The fame Royal Prophet, in another Place, is car-
ried out into Raptures of Truft and Holy Hope, which
could not, in ftri¢t Propriety of Speech, belong t
any but Chrift. And therefore of His Perfon we are to
underftand thofe Words, Thou wilt not leave my Soul i3
Hell, neither wilt thou fuffer thine Hely Or:
to fee Corruption. 'The Application where-
of, to the-Matter now in hand, St. Pe;:r
vindicates thus, in hisSermon on the Day of Pentecott,
Men and Brethren, let me freely [peak unto you of the Pa-
triarch David 3 that be is both dead and buried, and ii;
Sepulchre is with Us unto this Day 5 itherefore, being
Propbet, and knowing, that God bad fworn swith an Qa:
20 bim, that of the Fruit of bis Loins, according to tic
Flefb, be would raife up Chrift to fit on bis Throme : He,
Jeeing this before, [pake of the Refurretlion of Cbriff, tha:
His Soul was not left in Hell, nestber did His Body fee Cor-
ruption. And St. Paul, in like manner, here to the
Adtyxiil. 16 Fews at Antioch, David, after be bié

23037 ferved bis own Generation, by the Wil
God, fell afleep, and faw Corruption; But He, whom G..
raifed up again, faw no Corruption.

But, In our Saviour’s Refurreétion, there was On:
particular Privilege, which diftinguifhed Him from
any other Perfon, miraculoufly brought to Life again.
*Tis, thatThey only were called back, and, as it were,
reprieved, for a certain Term of Time, but ftill con-
tinued fubject to Mortality; And, when that Period
was expired, returned to their dark Prifons of the
Grave, there to remain confined, till the General Gao’
Delivery, at the great Aflizes of the whole Worll
But Chrift, as St. Paul obferves, fe1s:;
raifed from the Dead,. dicth no morey, Dea. .

baio

Pfal. xvi. 10,
A&. ii.n9,30,31°

Rom. vi. 9.



Vol.Il. EasTter TuEspDAY. 623

— ————

Lath no more Dominion cver Him. And this peculiar Ex-
ception that Apoftle obferves to have been punétually
foretold bv [fwtab. Avd, as concerning that

Ged raited bim up from the Dead, now mo 16 I 3.
miore to return toCorruption, be faid on this I
wife, Iawill give you the fure Mercies of David,

Now by thefe jure Mercies of David, are meant thofe
Bleffings, for which Almighty God had engaged his
Truth; and of the ful] Attainment whereof David
fo often exprefies his entire Confidence. Particularly
That of an everlafting Kingdom, to be continued to
His Pofterity. Now this having manifeftly failed in
the firft and temporal Senfe ; It follows, that the Pro-
mife muft have a fecond and more fublime Senfe, be-
longing to.it. Such as imports a Spiritual and Eternal
Kingdom; The fame, which Ifziah forefaw in his
Ninth Chapter ; Andwhich the Holy Angel at our Sa-
viour’s Incarnation declared, fhould be vefted in the
wonderful Son of that Virgin Mother.

He fball be great, and fball be called the Som. Lukei. 32, 33.
of the Highcft. And the Lord fball give un-  aav. 10, 31,
20 Him the Throne of bis Fatber David 5 And

be fball reign cver the Houfe y Facob for ever, and of bis
Kingdom there fball be no End. This Inveftiture the Apo-
ftles declarc to have commenced from his Refurre-
&ions The God of our Fathers, {ay they to the Jewifth
Sanhedrim, bath raifed up Fefus, whom ye flew and
banged on a Tree, Him bath God exalted with bis Right
Fland to be a Prince and a Saviour. Now from hence it
follows, that he could not rife to die a Second Time,
becaufe fuch Death muft put a Period to his Reign.
And confequently, That Kingdom not being ever-
lafting, thefc Mercies of David were not fure; that
is, The Promife would not be made good, in the juft
Extent, and moft valuable Senfe of it.

As to the particular time of our Lord’s Refurreétion,
tho’ fome Paffages in the Prophets are very juttly in-

‘ 3 terpreted
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terpreted of it; Yet, becaufeI find no exprefs Appli-
cation of them, by the Writcrs of the New Tefiamen: :
I fhall content my felf with that one Type, produced
by Chrift himfelf to the Fews, which at once prefigu-
red both the Thing, and this Circumftance of it. And
this was fo remarkable, thatour Lord refers that obfti-
nate People hither, as to the laft, and moft awakening
Miracle, which God referved for their Convition,
and would hold Them inexcufable, upon whom it
fhould have no cffe&t. As Fonas was three Days and three
. Nigbts in the Wkale's Belly, fo /ball the Son
Munb. %39, of Man be three Days and three Nighis i the
’ Heart of the Earth. Tbe Men of Nineveb
-fball rife in the Fudgment with this Generation, and fba!l
condemn it 3 for they repemted at the preaching of Fomas,
and bebold a greater than Jonas is bere.

Thus have 1 laid before you Some of the Principal
Prophecies and Types, by which God fignified long
before, that the Meffiab thould fuffer, and rife again
from the Dead. Such as, we may probably conjecure,
our Lord expounded, in his Conferences with the Dif-
ciples; Becaufe we find them infifted upon afterwards,
in their Reafonings with the fews. It were very eafy
to enlarge yet more, by producing Others of the fams
kind, with reference to the Other Parts of our Lord’s
Exaltation, and the Adminiftration of his Spiritual
Kingdom. But I confine my felf to thefe two Sub-
je&s of his Death and Refurreétion, as proper to this
Seafon. I fhall now defcend briefly to the Second
Branch of my Divifion upon it, which is,

2. To fthew, wherein theStrength of this Argument,
drawn from fuch Prediétions and Prefigurations, con-
fits: And upon what Account it was proper, for
bringing over thefe Difciples, to a Belief of Fefus
therefore being the Chrif, %ccaufe he did a&ually thus
fuffer, . and thus rife again from the Dead. .

* Now
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Now in order hereunto we muft obferve,
1. Firff, That the Perfons, to whom our Lord di-
reted this Difcourfe, had been all along
bred up in the Knowledge and Pratice of =~ Se Gopel on
the Jewi/b Religion; andhad received the soqny ™
‘Writings of the O/d Teftament, as the Ora-
cles of God, and the Ruleand Standard of their Faich.
Now the greater their Skill in thefe things was, themore
firm their Perfuafion would be of a Mefias to come.
One, who fhould fulfil all the glorious things fpoken
of him there; and was to be known, and diftinguithed
from all falfe Pretenders, by doing fo. For of the Chrift
thofe Words of Mofes are to be underftood, and were
conftantly underftood by the Ancient Fews : A Propbet
JShall the Lord your God raife up unto you of
r Bretbren like unto Me, bim [ball ye bear.  Ref. xviii. 1s.
And it fball come to pafs, that every Soul, Bindnd
wbich bearkeneth not unto that Prophet, fball be cut off
Jrom bis Pegtle. Since then their Obedience to this great
Prophet was enjoined under fo fevere a Penalty; It
muft needs be, that God left them not utterly in the
Dark in this moft important Affair; but gave them
fome particular Marks and Characters, by which they
might be able to difcern that Prophet, to whom fuch
Obedience was due.
2, Secondly, It is likewife obfervable, that the Fews
acknowledged, and underftood thefe Signs of the Me/-
_fiab, as incommunicable to any Other. Hence is that
Saying, When Cbrift cometb, Will He do Joba vii
more Miracles than thefewhich this Man bath 3
done? Hence the Appeal our Lord makes to his own
Miracles, in order to fatisfy that Queftion of Fobn's
Difciples, Art thou be which fbculd come,
or do we look for another ? The plain mean- "B
ing whereof is, firft, that One famous Perfon was ex-
pected, entitled by way of Eminence, He that JSbould

come 3 andalfo, that the Greatnefs, and Number, and’

Rr Qua-
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Quality of his Miracles were a fufficient token, to point
and fingle him out, when he did come. So that our
Lord’s Argument, (as] have formerly obferved ) lies
thus. He, whodoes thofe many and mighty Wonders,
foretold by the Prophets, is He that fhould come.
Your own Senfes are Judges, whether I have done thefe
‘Wonders or not: And therefore, if your Senfes con-
vince you, that I have wrought fuch things; there can-
not remain any reafonable doubt, but that ¥ am He
that fhould come. .

3. Thirdly, Allowing fome fuch Charaters to be laid
down concerning the Meffiab; It will follow, thar, if
any of thofe Prophecies were in fome Senfe fulfilled in
any of the eminent Men of old ; yet there was ftill ano-
ther and fublimer Senfe, peculiar to the Meffiab, which
mutft be fulfilled in Him; and that, till this fhould be
done, the utmoft intent of thofe Prophecies was not Sa-
tisfied. This is the Method taken by the A poftles, par-
ticularly by St. Peter and St. Paul, in their Difcourfes
upon our Lord’s Refurrection. They prove, that the
Paflages of David and Ifaiab were not fully made good
in the Perfons, who fpoke them; not in the Letter, and
moft immediate Signification: Confequently that, fup-
pofing a double Senfe, and Them to have any partin
them, they had another Perfon in view, who thould give
them their utmoft accomplifhment. T herefore, till that
were done, the Truth of God, who dictated thofe Ex-
preflions, had not fully difcharged it felf. That there
were many Predictions, relating to the Mefiab, is a
Principle confefled by the Fews: Either therefore the
Meffiab was never Prophefied of, nor Prefigured at all
by fuch; (which the gews will not all agree in:) Or
elfe, fome Prophecies and Prefigurations, contained
in the Old Tefiament, will require, and do contain,
a future and myftical, even in the Opinion of T hem,
who admit a prefent and ftricter, Interpretation. And
if fo; then thatPerfon, in whom that higheft and ulu-

mate



Vol.II. EasTEr TuEsDAY. 627

mate Conftruion is accomplifhed, ought to be recei-
ved, as the promifed Meffiab. That this was a method
of Expounding the Old Teftament, received among
the Fews, feems probable from hence; That, when
our Lord and his Apoftles made ufe of it, the Enemies
of the Gofpel are never faid to have objected againft it,
as an unfair way of arguing. For all Evafions of this
Nature, which we now meet with, are only fuch mi-
ferable Shifts,- as the Fews of later Ages have taken
Sanftuary in. 'Who, to cover their incorrigible Un-
belief, have thrown off thofe Texts, which heretofore
were univerfally acknowledged to point at the Chrift.
So that :

4. Fourtbly, The Whole turns at laft upon the Ve-
racity of Almighty God, the Divine Authority of the
Prophetick Writings, and the Agreement of what hap-
pened to our Fefus, with thofe remarkable things fore-
told of the Meffiab. If God be true, whatever He hath
declared fhall be, muft certainly come to pafs. If the
Prophets wrote, as they were infpired and directed by
the Holy Ghoft ; Whatever they have laid down con-
cerning the Meffiah, muft needs be accomplifhed in his
Perfon. But the Prophets did declare, That the Meffiab
fhould be cutoff from the Land of the Living ; That He
fhould die, under fuch and fuch Circumftances; That,
after He was thusdead, He fhould rife again. The Per-’
- fon therefore, who in all Points made good thefe Pre-
ditions, is undoubtedly the Chrift. Now Feus did
thus die, and thug rife again ; No other Perfon, befides
himfelf, ever did fo; And confequently Fefus, and no
other Perfon, is the Cbriff of God. Since therefore thefe
Difciples confefled, that fuch things were dictated by
God Himfelf, and foretold of the Meffiab; And fince
they faw them punctually made good in their own Ma-
fter ; HisSufferings and Death ought not todifcourage
or weaken their Faith, becaufe thefe were neceffary to
the Charaéter and Office of Chrift, Nay, had he not fo

2 fuf-
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fuftered and died 5 he could not poffibly have been th:
Chrift. Thus again; in regard the fame Perfon fo de-
fcribed heretofore to fuffer and die, was likewife fore-
told to rife again the third Day; The Demonftrations
he had now given them, upon that very Day from his
Death, of his being actually rifen, were an irrefraga-
ble Evidence, thatall the glorious Benefits, which tte
World was to expect from the promifed Mefiab, wer:
to be depended upon from, and would moft affuredly
be found in, Fefus. So that they might boldly witnefs
Luke xxi thefe things. to the World, and preach
ReXXV 41" Repentance and- Remiffion of Sins in bis
Rom. iv. 2 Name. InHis, 1 fay, who thus died for
o125 ghe Sins of Mankind, and thus rofe agiin
Jfor their Juftification.

»  To whom with the Fatber and Holy Spirit be ail
Honour and Glory for evermore. Amen.

F I N I &S


















