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fefles were well and wifely laid out. And the Mariner,
from rough feasand foul Weather, is loudly called upon
to make that Port, where the Souls of good Men are
laid up, atreft from the Billows of 2 tempeftuous World,
and paft danger of fuffering Shipwreck any more.

Thus every Man might fingle out fomething, in his
own Conftitution, and Station, and Bufinefs, to puthim
in remembrance of greater, and better things. Some-
thing, which well attended to, would not fail to prove,
like this Star to the Wifemen, and certainly bring
him to Chrift. For, the more familiar any Motive 1s
to us, and the.oftner it returns upon our Thoughts,
the more pleafingly will it be entertained, and have the
more prevailing Influence over us.

My defign therefore, in enlarging upon this Obfer-
vation, is to perfuade Men, that they would ftudy them-
felves very thoroughly ; get well acquainted with the
Temperament of their Bodies, the Bent of their Affecti-
ons, the Condition of their Fortunes, the Nature of their
Callings, the feveral Relations and Capacities they ftand
in to each other. And then, that they would prefs up-
on their Minds, fuch Motives to Holinefs and Virtue
more efpecially, as are beft fuited, and come clofeft up,
to their prefent Circumftances. For, though no fortof
Perfuafions can be improper ; yet thofe are always beft
and moft proper, whichare meareft home, apply them-
felves moft naturally and feafonably, and affect us moft
fenfibly. And the true reafon, I takeit, why Religion
gets no more ground in the World, is not, becaufe it
wants Arguments fufficient to make Men better ; but
becaufe Men are wanting to themfelves ina prudent,
and feafonable, and frequent Application of the Argu-
ments provided, and always ready at hand. . And it
muft needs be a mighty Advantage thofe Men have,
who have fo fixed their Thoughts, and fitted Reafons
to their own Cafe; that they cannot difpatch even their
ordinary Affairs, without fomewhat fuggefted Cou:]tli-

- il nually

-
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nually from_ thence, which fhall improve their Souls
at the fame time. This is for our Converfation to be in
Heaven indeed 5 and, in the beft and moft Spiritual
importance of the Words, to /ive, and move, and bave
otr Being in God.. , .

2. The next thing I obferveon this Occafion, is what
moft Interpreters confent in,and feems naturally enough
colle&ed, from the Evangelift’s Account of the Matter,
The difappearing of the Star, during the ftay of the
Wifemen at ferufalem. For both the Particle o/ at
the Ninth Verfe, and the exceeding greatnefs of their’
Joy at the Tentb, feem to denote the return of a Blefling,
which had for fome time been withdrawn from them.
And the Reafon of this is, probably, that it had fo far
done its bufinefs, and put them now into the Hands of
other Guides. Their defign was to worfhip the New-
born King of the Fews. And his Birth was a Subjeét,
of Concernment fo vaft, and Expectation fo general ; as
to fill the Minds and Mouths of all the Prophets, and
leave no material Circumftance, relating to it, unfore--
told long ago. Arriving therefore at Ferufalem, they
were in the ready way of regular Information. And
accordingly, by the interpofition of Herod’s Authority,
they quickly learnt, from the unanimous Voice of the

- Scribesand Chief Priefts, what place God had ordained,

to have the Honour of giving Birth to his Son. That
Refolution they make no Difficulty to depend upon, and
direc their Courfe to Bethlebem accordingly. I‘?(o)w this
Circumftance fuggefts a very ufeful Rege&ion, upon
God’s ufual manner of bringing Souls to Chrift; and
our Duty, with regard to it. ) '

My meaning is, That extraordinary means of Conver-
fion and Salvation are nat ufually afforded, where the
Ordinary may be had, and will fuffice for our purpofe.
So that our Bufinefs muft be, to take up withy and make
our beft of, Thefe ; without prefuming upon, or waiting
for fuch, as, though they may perhaps be mare power-
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ful, are not however neceffary for our Condition. We
have very good groundsto believe, that God denies no
Man the Abilities and Opportunities proper for him;
but then this proceeds upon a Suppofal, that Every one
be careful to improve fuch as arcallowed him. And, as
no body will be call’d to anfwer for any thing abfolute-
1y out of his Power; So no branch of our Account is
like to lie heavier againft us, than that, wherein our
Confciences reproach us, with the Good we fhould and
might have done, but did not, would not, do it.
‘Were this point juftly confider’d, we fhould foon fee
anend put to many dangerous Errors, both in Opinion
and Praétice. The Boafts of modern'Miracles, Of an in-
fallible Judge, And all Enthufiaftick Pretenfions to the
Spirit would fall to the ground. Becaufe we fhould fee
the mighty difference, between a Faith yet to be pro-
pagated; and one already eftablifhed: Between a perfect
Canon and fure Record of Scripture; and an Age that
had it not: Between a fettled Church, with a regular
Miniftry ; and a Seafon of Signs and Wonders, with im-
mediate Infpiration: Between the common Affiftances
of Grace, which, attended by thefe Advantages, are fuf-
ficient, and the more powerful Illuminations, which,
without Thefe, are no more than neceffary. Men would
not make the want of fudden Calls a pretence for Spi-
ritual Sloth, norDelay fora Voice from Heaven, when
the written Word tells them as plainly now, as that
Voice did St. Pau! heretofore, what it is, the Lord would
have them to do.
Inthort, while we are at a diftance from Ferufalem,
a Star may be requifite; But when we are come thither,
the Priefts, and the Prophecies, will inform us, where
Chrift is to be found. That is, Whenwe are not in the
way of ordinary Methods, God will provide himfelf and
us with others; but fo long as we can come at thefe,
we are to ufe them thankfully, and reft contented. A
confcientious Attendance upon God’s Holy Worsclal and
: .Sacra-
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Sacraments, feconded by our own fincere Endeavours,
and the conftant Influences of his Grace (which wil
be conftant in its Help, if we be fo in our Duty) will
compafs as much, as is required from us. Al forts of
Circumftances have their peculiar Advantages, and all -
have enough for their refpective Ends. So that, if all

* be not furnithed alike, it is, becaufe the Wife Manager,

tho’ he be liberal, will not' be profufe. He there-
fore alters his Metheds, as he fees caufe ;5 and, accor-
ding as the difference of Men, and Times, and Places,
calls for a different fort of Adminiftration. But ftill he
is not only Wife, but Good and Gracious in every
one: for I take notice,

3. Thirdly, That, upon thefe Perfons leaving Feru/a-
Jem, the Guidance of the fame Star was reftored to them.
In this St. Maztbew is exprefs.  And God feems thus to
have ordered the Matter, for prevention of any Difcou-
ragement they might otherwife have received, from the
coldnefs and negle& of the Jews, upon this Occafion.
That People, ftartledat the News they brouglt, received
it only as a Matter of Surprife; but exprefled no de-
gree of Solicitude, like thefe Strangers, to find out, and

due Homage to, their own King. It.came alfo fea-
fonably, to fatisfy thefe Travellers, that God went along

~with them ftill ; and, that the Infant they fought, was

by no means lefs Adorable and Divine, than they truly
apprehended at their firft fetting out ; Notwithftanding
the poor and humble Figure, they were about to fee
Him, and his Mother, make at Betblebem. - :

- Now the Inference from hence I take to be very na-
tural and plain. That, though common Methods of Con-
vi&ion and Grace will anfwer all the Excellencies of
comson Cafes, and we are not excufable, when com-
plaining for lack of more: Yet, where a Cafe is really
extraordinary and uncommon, God will not leave us

deftitute of Affiftances proportionable to it. What .

Meafures ar¢ proper at any time, Our felves are not
. . ' . gompe_
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competent Judges. But thus much is certain ; that no
Man hatha good Claim to Addition and Increafe, who
hath not dealt faichfully, and made the moft of the
Meafure he hath already received. Let us not therefore
faint, or diftruft our Fatber in Heaven; who is always
bountiful and kind, though bountiful upon Conditions,
and kind with Wifdom. We cannot promife our felves
Variety and Abundance ; but we may depend upon our
daily Bread: that Bread, I mean, which nourifhes to
Life everlafting. St. Paul, when told, that God’s
Grace was fufficient for bim, underftood by this, not
only, that it would fuffice for his prefent difficulties,
but for any worfe, when any worfe fhould come. And
if We do, like Him, ftrive and pray eareftly ; we
fhall not fail of relief in time of need.

All Sacred Hiftory informs us, how largely God hath
provided for convincing the Minds of reafonable Men.
So that They, who have not been yet perfuaded, con-
tinue ignorant and unbelieving, becaufe they will not
hearken to any reafonable Perfuafion. Now the fame
Care, that hath been taken for eftablithing the Truth,
hath beenlikewife taken for inviting Men to Virtue, and
for gaining upon their Affections, as well as upon their
Judgments. Theliving well is of as great importance,
as believing rightly ; and it is God, who enables us to
do both ; And in Both Cafes affords extraordinary Af-
fiftances, when the Occafion requires fuch. For a Good
" Man, thatdoes his utmoft, may fafelyapply to himfelf,
in every kind of Trial, what the Apoftle fpeaks of

Troubles in particular; that God is faith-
2CnX 1% Gl, who will mot fuffer bim to be tempted
above that be is able, but will with the temptation alfo
make a way to efcape, that be may be able to bear it. To
bear it? yea, ta encounter, and conquer, and triumph
over it, .

Such were the Methods in favour of the Wifemen.
Such in proportian are they on our behalf.  Let it be

: ' our
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our Care in the mean while to ‘preferve as near a like-

nefs in the

YII. Third and Laft Head : Where I fhall make a Re-
mark or Two on Their Behaviour, upon this Occafion.
And here I will content my felf, earneftly to exhort,
that they may be our Patterns, (fo far as the Cafes will
bear Imitation.) Firft; In their Zeal, confpicuous at
the beginning, ‘and thro’ the whole progrefs of their
Journey ; And, Secondly, In their Joy and Satisfaction
at the l%nd of it.

1. The Former of Thefe is manifeft, from divers
paffages in this Relation of the thing. To leave their
own Dwellings upon the fingle warning of an unufual

" Star; To continue their Travelsinfearch of a new King,

and, with a Courage fo undaunted, to carry the unwel-
come News of a fufpected Rival, to the capital City
and Court of a Jealous Tyrant, already infamous for
Blood : To comply fo readily with the Voice of the
Sanbedrim, and perfift in their purpofe, notwithftand-
ing the Confternation of Some, and the Indifference of
Others, in a matter wherein all were fo deeply con-
cern’d : Thefe are qualities very remarkable in them.
And they are fo many Prefigurations of thofe Gentiles,
whofe Converfion their Succefs, and this Journey, re-
prefented. For fuch were Their Difadvantages too, in
comparifon of the Privileges and Preparations to Chri-
ftianity, which the Jews enjoy’d above them. Such
was their early Zeal to a new and altogether ftrange
Doctrine, which broke in upon them at once: So juft
a Reproach to Them, whom neither former Revela-
tions, nor antient Prophecies, nor infinite Difcourfes,

‘nor unblemifhed Examples, nor Miracles confefled to

be Divine, could win over to the Truth.

Now if Wedoin good earneft defire to imitate either
thefe Wifemen, or thofe Gentiles ; it muft be our care
to keep our Ears open, and our Hearts teachable. ng .

mu
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muft not only fee, but follow, and embrace moft glad-
ly, the Light that fhines upon us from above, and is
let down from Heaven for a Guide to us; Comply
cheerfully with every Call and Motion eof his Good
Spirit; Provoke, and, if poffible, thame thofe into a
noble and holy Emulation, who fhut their Eyes againft
it. We muft not fuffer our felves to be difcouraged,
by any Hardthips or Dangers, which our Duty calls
us to: nor grow cold upon-the many ill Examples,
we converfe among ; the general negleét of Moft, and
the bold Affronts of Some who make it an a& of
Gallantry, to infult and caft all the Contempt they
can upon, Religion: In a werd, we muft perfevere
in Piety and Virtue, though we were left to ftand
alone. And, in defpight of all opprobrious Treat-
ment, which They or We may meet, from Perfons,
who might and fhould know better, and in truth de
not fee, only becaufe they will not. Of all this our
Saviour hath fhewed us the neceflity, by declaring that
- Men canno believe, while they prefer popular Efteem
before a good Confcience. Which 1s, in Seripture
‘ . Language, receiving bomour ome of ano-
b ther, not fecking that Honour which. cométh
Jrom God enly, and loving the Praife of
Men more than the Praife of God. :
.. 2. The Laf thing I obferve, is, The mighty Sati{-
fa&tion thefe Wifemen felt, at the return o% the Star,
When they faw the Star again, fays the Evangelift,
they rejoiced with exceeding great Foy. A Joy, that
fprung, no doubt, from ftrong Affurances, that this
was a Token, of their Journey being well pleafing to
God: And, thathe would profper it to their intended
Purpofe, of feeing and adoring that wonderful Infant,
whofe this Star was. And here again they are a Pat-
tern,” which We fhould be infinitely to blame, not to
copy after, ‘

For,
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For, as the Apoftle upon all Occafions urges, we are
certainly ofall Creatures the moft ungrateful and ftupid,
the moft unworthy of our Happinefs, if we donotefteem
the Converfion of the Gentile World, to bé one of the
moft glorious Myfteries of Providence, thatever was ex-
hibited to Mankind. Andour Refentments of this Mercy
fhould be the more fenfible and tender ; becaufe We are
the Offspring of thofe Gentiles, and our Anceftors once
a part of them, asdark perhaps, asany. *Tis poflible
indeed, we might not have retained the ancient Rudenefs
and Ferity of our Country. From That our Invaders
would have foon delivered us. But,alas! How poor a Con-
fideration is it to Chriftians, that they have been refined .
into Civility and Good Manners, taught Artsand Com-
merce, and improved in Induftry and Learning? Allow
thefe Advantages the great Value and Commendation
really due to them: Yet ftill, I fay, how little and in-
fignificant are even all thefe Polifhings, in comparifon |
of thofe Benefits, which come from the Knowledge, the
Obedience, the Hopes, and precious Promifes of the
Gofpel? The exalting our Minds with this moft Hol
Faith, enlarging our Ideas of God, giving usa Profpe
of Heaven, {eafoning us with a true Tafte of Good and
Evil; and forming our Lives upon the moft perfect Mo-
del of Juftice, and Holinefs, and Order, and Peace,
and all that can procure or preferve the Tranquillity
and Happinefs, of our felves, and the whole ‘i’orld:
. This was, ina literal Senfe, to bring Light out of Dark-
nefs ; and (praifed be God) no part of his Church is
blefs’d with clearer and purer Day, than Ours. This
is our Glory, This ought to be our Joy. -

Since then We alfo are, with Thefe Eaftern Foré-
runners, happily conducted to Chrift; Let Us, as They
did, fall down and worfhip Him. We fee Him not
indeed, like Them, in Arms and Infancy ; But, which is
at-once a Tragical, and yet moft Comfortable Profpect,
dying upon a Crofs for us; nay, rifen again, gone

up
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up on high, fhedding his Gifts and Graces down, and
-perpetually at the Right Hand of God, making Inter-
ceffion for Us. Let Us then apgoach with Reveterice,
~and open our Treafures too; Let usprefent him, not
with Gold or Spices, but fomewhat, more becomi
Him to receive, and Us to offer; Even our Bodies,
and Souls, and Spirits. Thefe, though of little Va-
lue in themfelves, will yet beaccounted a rich and fra.
rant, if they be but an humble, and an holy, Sacri-
ce. The only effectual Sacrifice of Thank(giving 5
and an Oblation, which cannot more pleafe Him, than
- it will profit Us. For, by fucha rea/ogzable Service, b
- fuch undiffembled Teftimonies of Praife and Gladnefs,
it is, That we muft hope, God will be inclined to ac-
cept and anfwer the proper Petition of this Feftival ; -
even that He, who by the leading of a Star did manifet bis
only begotten Son to the Gentiles, wonld mercifully grant,
that We, which know bim now by Faitb, may after this
Life bave the Fruition of bis Glorious Godbead, through
Fefus Chrift our Lord. Amen.

FINIS












