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which fet before us an extraordinary pattern, to the likenefs of
which we thould be conformed. ¥or as Chrift, when he fuf-
fered death, was deprived of the enjoyment of the light, and of
the fun&ion of his fenfes, and of all the other operations of life,
and thus was broke off from all commerce with the world, that
he might have nothing farther to do with it. In like manner,
it behoveth us, if we would have any true union with Chrift,
to ceafe from all thofe works, to which we were formerly ad—
di&ted, and to renounce the world, almoft as if we were dead.
And as Chrift, when he arofe, commenced a new kind of life,
quite diffcrent from that natural life, which he enjoyed in this
world before his death; fo it becomes us, if we would have
any communion with him in his refurretion, to rife to a new
life, and altogether different from that life, which was corrupted
and ftained with fin, to which we were given before our calling:

as thofe things are urged by the apoftle, Rom. vi. 3—6.

XXXVI. As to ourfelves, we are reminded in baptifm; that,
being once wathed, we do not again pollute ourfelves with the
filth of fins; nor being baptized into Chrift, we do not again
mix with, or immerfe ourfelves in the world : leaft ¢ it fhould
happen unto us according to the true proverb, the dog is
turned to his own vomit again : and the fow, that was wathed,
to her wallowing in the mire,” 2 Pet. ii. 22.

XXXVII. Befides, feeing ¢ by one Spirit we are all baptized
into one body,” 1 Cor. xii. 13. we are alfo reminded, as mem-
bers of one body, to love one another, and keep up brotherly
concord 3 being careful to maintain the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace: For, there is one baptifm, Eph. iv. 3, 5.
In a word, as baptifm is the feal of God’s covenant, by the
fufception thereof, we bind ourfelves to that holinefs of life,
which becomes God’s covenant-people.

XXXV To all thefe things very great weight is added,

. in that baptifm it is adminiftered in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghoft. For thereby God the Father promifes to thofe,
who are truely baptized, that with refpet to them, he will fuf-
fer nothing to be wanting, which they can reafonably expe& from
a moft affeCtionate father: God the-Son, in like manner pro~
mifes, to execute in their behalf all the offices of a moft perfe&
Saviour : the Holy Ghoft likewife appoints for them both,

- fan&ification, confolation, indwelling and perptual confervation,
And they, who are thus baptized, not only profefs their faith
in the myftery of a Trinity, which we have treated of more
fully elfewhere ; but alfo bind themfelves to filial obedience ta
God the Father: give up themfelves to Chrift, as a Prophet, to

be his difciples as a King to ferve him; and as a Prieft, ti;)r
' i the
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the expiation of their fins. In fine, they bind themfelves to
the Holy Spirit, not to grieve him, but reverently toobey all his
infpirations and motions. ] .

XXXIX. What we have thus far faid concerning the fignifi-
catien of baptifm, we have borrowed for the moft part from
. Voffius’s Difputations, which we havealreadyoften commended;

as I likewife obferve others have done before me. Things alfo
fimilar to thefe, and fometimes almotft in the very fame words,
I find in Gomarus Thefes. But which of thefe learned men
firft led the way to fuch very accurate and folid conceptions,
I cannot now fay. The other ufual difputes about baptifm,
have been fully difcuffed by our writers, and are generally to
be met with in their Loci communes, and unneceffary to be re-
peated here. Should any be defirous to know the rites of the
ancient church about baptifm, they may confult Fofephi Vice-
comitis Obfervationes Ecclefiaflicus de Antiquis baptifms ritibus : and
among our writers, Vofius and Voetius's Polit. . Eccl. p. 1.
Lib. 2. Tr. 2. Forbefius, Libs x0. and Hoornbeck in Difput. de
baptifmo Veterum. Georgius Feblavius ad cap. 24. Chriffo-
phori Angeli de Statu hodiernorum Gracorum, has colle(ted from
different authors, the ceremonies ufed by the Greeks and
Mufcovites in baptifm. -

XL. There is one thing that, I think, eught not to be
omited here, feeing it is of very great moment to our confo-
lation: namely, that baptifm is, by the will of God, to be
adminiftered not only to adult believers, but alfo to their chil-
dren. The grounds for this, and thofe beyond all exceptions,
are to be met with in fcripture: fo that there is no neceffity,
with the Papifts, who fhamefully prevaricate in a good caufe,
to have recourfe in this matter to unwritten tradition.

XLI. We readily acknowledge, that there is no exprefs and
fpecial command of God, or of Chrift, concerning infant-bap-
tifm : yet there are general commands, from which this fpecipl
command is deduced by evident confequence. For to begin
with what is moft general; God declared to Abraham, that it
was his conftant and unchangeable will, that the fign of the
covenant thould not be denied to thofe in covenant with him,
when he faid, Gen. xvii. 13. “ And my covenant fhall be in
your fleth for an everlafting covenant.” By thefe words, he.
commands the fign of his covenant to be in the flefh of all the
pofterity of Abraham, with which he had enterd into a cove-
nant of grace. From this general injunétion, he infers, ver.
14. the neceffity of circumcifion, becaufe he then gave it as a
fign of the covenant. When therefore upon the change of the

‘economy, he fubftituted, in the place of circumcifion, ano}her
ign
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fign of the covenant, in confequence of that generdl command,
all thofe in covenant are bound to take upon them the new
fign. Moreover believers under the New Teftament belong to
the fpiritual pofterity of Abraham, and are, if we confider its
fubftance, partakers of the fame gracious covenant, Rom. iv.
16, 17. not adults only, but alfo their children, as we fhall
prefently thew. Whence it follows, that the fign of the cove-
nant in their body, is not to be denied to the young children of
believers, any more than to believers themfelves.

XLIL There is another command of Chrift, Mat. xxviii. 19.
Go ye therefore, and, pabrivoass, difciple all nations, baptizing them,
&’%. 'There Chrift commands difciples to be gathered into his
{chool, and fealed, as perfons in covenant with him, with the
feal of baptifm. But it is evident, when parents become the
difciples of Chrift, their children are alfo accounted in the
number of difciples. Juft as among the Jews, together with
the profelyte parents, their young children were initiated in the
Jewifh rites. It was not therefore neceflary, that Chrift thould
exprefsly mention the baptifm of infants. For, as it was a re-
cieved cuftom among the Jews, that, together with the parents,
who gave up their names to the God of Ifrael, their young
children fhould be baptifed (as we have fhewn above,) the
apoftles being fent to baptife the nations, and accuftomed to
_ the rites of their own country, could not but think, that toge-
ther with the parents, who made a profeflion of the faith of
Chrift, they ought to baptize their infants, unlefs Chrift had
repealed the received cuftom by a contrary command. Which
as we no where read he did, we are abfolutely to conclude, that
what we have now explained was our Lord’s intention.

- XLIII Peter fupplies us with another argument, Aéts ii.
28, 39, “ Be baptifed every one of you in the name of Jefus
Chrift, for the remiffion of fins, and ye fhall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghoft. For the promife is unto you, and to your
children,” &%c. 'Where the apoftle argues thus: they to whom
the promife of grace was made, are to be baptifed, we fubmit,
but the promife of grace was made not only to parents, but al-
1o to their chiidren: it therefore follows, that not only parents,
but alfo their children are to be baptifed. Both propofitions
are the apoftle Peter’s. Now the whole difficulty corififts in
this ; who are we here to underftand by the children, who
partake of the promife of grace: whether adults only-aually
called, who are capable of making a profeffion of their faith;
or alfo younger children and infants? The Orthodox juftly
affirm the laft: not only becaufe mention fimply is made of
«children, without diftinction of age; but alfo becaufc God ex-
Co prefsly
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prefsly promifed to Abraham, to be the'God of his feed, which
he applies to an infant eight days old, Gen. xvii. 7, 12. We
add as that Chrift permitted /iztle children to come to him, laid
his hands upon them, and declared that of fuch was the king-
dom of heaven, Mat. xvi. 13—r15. But whom Matthew calls
waidas, little children, Luke, chap. xviii. 15. calls Bgigh, infants ;
which word, according to Euftathius properly fignifies a new
born child at the breq/?. Hence alfo Peter fays, wg agTiyra Besdn,
as new-born babes, 1 Pet. ji. 2. And here it appears we are,
by all means, to keep to the propriety of the terms, both in
the noun Bys@es, and the verb zgorpignr; when it is faid, meorsdigoy
% avarapgion, and they brought unto bim alfo infants, they appear
to have been carried in arms. It is therefore evident, that to
infants are alfo made the promifes of grace and falvation.
XLIV. Let the fourth argument ftand thus: It is unjuftifi-
able to exclude from baptifm, thofe who are made partakers of
the Holy Spirit: for, thus Peter, A&s x, 47. ¢ Can any man
forbid' water, that thefe thould not be baptifed, which have re-
ceived the Holy Ghoft, as well as we?” True, indeed it is, that
the Holy Spirit difcovered himfelf in thofe, of whom Peter
there fpeaks, by fome extraordinary gifts, which of themfelves
were not faving : yet the principal argument for the right to
baptifm cannot be drawn from hence. The apoftle therefore
confiders thofe extraordinary gifts, as the effeéts of the fancti-
fying Spirit, beftowed on all the elect ; and as fpecial indica-
tions of the divine bounty towards them: whereby the truth of
~ the gofpel was fealed in them, and the fincerity of their faith
adorned : compare Gal. iii. 2. and thence, as from the thing
fignified, he argues to the participation of the fign. We moreover
{ubfume : even the children of believers have received the Ho-
ly Spirit : for otherwife they could neither be Aoly, which yet
Paul declares them to be, ‘1 Cor. vii. 14, nor be Chriff's, to
whom none belongs, who has not his Spirit, Rom. viii. 9. nor
fee the kingdom of heaven, to which none is admitted, but he
who is born of water and of the Spirit, John iii. 5. Whence
it follows, that water cannot be forbid, that infants fhould not
be baptifed. ‘
XLV. Fifthly, They who belong to the church of God,
" have a right to baptifm. The reafon is, becaufe baptifm is the
fign of aflociation with, and feal of initiation into the church,
A&s ii. 41. ““they were baptifed; and the fame day there were -
added, namely to the cburch, about three thoufand fouls.” And
then it is reprefented as the privilege of the whole church, that
fhe is ¢ cleanfed by Chrift with the wafthing of water, by the
word,” Eph. v. 26. But that infants belong to the church,
Yor. 1L , 3K - appears
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appears from this, that when God commanded his church to be
gathered together, he did not fuffer their « little ones, and thofe
that fiicked the breafts to be abfent,” Deut. xxix. 10, 11. Joel
Ai. 16. and protefts that « they were born unto him,” Ezek,
xvi. 20. .
XVI. Sixthly, We argue from this, that baptifm has fuc-
+ ceeded in the room of circumcifion. 'The apoftle'declares this,
Col. ii. 11, 12. where he proves thc abrogation of the ceremo-
nial law, and cfpecially of circumcifion with refpet to belie-
vers of the New Teftament, from this confideration, that tl.e
fpiritual thing formerly fignified and fealed by circumcifion, is
now fignified and fealed by baptifinj intimating, that what
circumcifion was to the Old Teftament-church, the fame
. now is baptifm to the New, and indeed in a far more eminent
and perfect manner, becaufe baptifm is an introducion at once
into the liberty and grace of the New Teftament, whereas cir-
cumcifion confained the profeflion of a bondage and yoke.
But it is evident, that circumcifion was adminiftered to infants;
it therefore follows, that we are to have the fame fentiment
concerning baptifm. And indeed nothing can be advanced
againft the baptifin of infants, which may not equally miljtate
againft their circumcifion,_ - o
XLVIL Here certainly appears the extraordinary love of oug’
God, in that as foon as we are born, and juft as we come from
our mother, he hath commianded us to be folemnly brought
from her bofom, as it were into his own arms, that he fhould
beftow upon us, in the very gradle, tho tokens of our dignity
and future kingdom ; that he fhould put that {fong in our mouth,
¢ thou didft make 'me hope, when I was upon my mother’s
breaft : I was caft upon thee from the womb: thou art my
God from my mother’s belly,” Pfal. xxii. g, 10. that, in a word,
he {hould join us to himfelf in the moft folemn covenant from
pur moft tender years: the remembrance of which, as it is
glorious and full of confolation to us, fo ii like manner it tends
to promote Chriftian virtues, and the ftricteft holinefs, through
the whole courfle of our lives, . o '
XLVIIL Nothing ought to be dearer to us than to keep fa-
cred and inviolable that covenant of our youth, that firft and
moft folemn engagement, that was made to God in our name.
Nor is it any objeétion, that we were firft bound in that cove-
nant wichout our knowledge. For, ‘no adult perfon, when he
is informed of the excellency of that holy facrament, which
was beflowed in infancy, can be offended, that, according to
the will of Ged, he was devoted fo early by his pious parcnts
to the fupreme being; unlefs, at the func time, he is refolved
: . to

-
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to renounce entirely the name of a Chriftian, and all his hopes
of eternal falvation. :

XLIX. It cannot alfo fail to be very delightful to godly
parents, to prefent to God and his Chrift, their deareft
pledges juft began to enjoy the light, and confecrated in -
the water of the myftical font, or as Dionyfius the Pfeudare-
opagite -elegantly exprefled it, in the divine [ymbols of a divine
birth, and recommended to the grace of God by the prayer of
the whole church. Let this be the firft care of their piety.
Gregory Nazianzen, Orat. qo. in fanélum baptifina, {peaks as
follows : ¢ haft thou a child? give not time to vice to gain up-
on him: let him be {an&ified from 3 child, and confecrated to
the Spirit from his tender years.” And tertainly, if no other
benefit accrued from infant-baptifm, every prudent perfon will
own it to be very great, that it lays the moft inviclable neceflity
ort parents, carefully to train up their children, which they
have fo early devoted to God, in the myfteries of the Chriftian
religion, and the practice of true piety, both by inftruction,
admonition and good example. Zbey incur the guilt of an im- .
pious rebber or thisf, as Bucer has gravely obferved, de Regne
Chrifti, Lib. 2. c. 9. *“ who are not at the greateft pains to

“bring up and form thofe they have confecrated by baptifm, to
the iord Chrift, to the obedience of Chrift. For, by this ne- -
gle&, as much as in them lies, they again rob God of the chil-
dren they gave up to him, betray and enflave them to the devil.”
See what we have more fully written on Infant-baptifm in a par-
ticular differtation.

L. And therefore it was a very laudable practice of the
Bohemian brethren, who were wont to prefent their children
at about twelve years ald, in the church to the paftar, in order
to make a-public profeflion of their faith, and to fhew, whether
the parents had done their duty in infiruing them, to which
they had bound themfelves at the baptifm of their children, as -
Lafitius relates, de Moribus &' inflitutis Fratrum Bohemorum, c.
12. §. 28, 29. Which, with the folemnity they ufually per-
formed this, is related at large, in Ratione difcipling Qrdin, Trat.
Bobem. p. 46 Calvin. Inflit. Lib. 4. c. 19. §. 4. has hinted that -
a like practice obtained in the ancient church, and that from
hence, in latter times, arofe the imaginary facrament of Con-
firmation. And Durel, in Findiciis  Ecclefie Anglicance, ob-
il'erves, that the like cuftom is {till retained in the church of Eng-

and.
3 K2 CHAP.
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CHAP XVIL
Of the Lord’s Supper.

L HE other facrament of the New Teftament is the Aofy
Jupper of the Lord ; which the Lord Jefus inftituted
immediately after his laft paffover, becaufeit was to fucceed the
paflover, from which he transferred alfo to this moft of the rites
and phrafes, ufed by the ancient Jews in their paflover. As this
has long ago been obferved by the learned, fo it will appear
from the brief explication, we are now to give of this facred
{fymbol. ‘
y II. This facrament is called AENNON the fupper, 1 Cor. xi.
20. not becaufe its celebration is neceflarily confined to the
evening or night. For, though in the ancient church this was
frequently done ; yet that was owing not fo much to the reli-
gion of Chriftians, as to the cruelty of perfecutors, who by
their tyranny, obliged believers to meet altogether privately,
and in the night time: but becaufe the Lord inftituted this feaft
after the paflover, which was to be flain between the two even-
ings, and eaten in the night. It was likewife inftituted in the
¢ very night in which he was betrayed,” 1 Cor. xi. 23. and
which was the laft before his death; hence this moft facred
feaft was conftantly called the Supper. - Befides moft {fump-
tuous entertainments among the ancients, efpecially in the
Jewith nation, at leaft their nuptial feafts were generally in the
‘evening : as appears from the parable of the ten virgins,” Mat.
xxv. And therefore it was proper, that that feaft, which re-
i,prefents the unfpeakable dainties of heaven, and is an earneft
of the ¢ marriage-fupper of the Lamb,” Rev. xix. 9. fhould
be held forth to us under the name and emblem of a fupper.
Nor is it for nothing, that Paul obferves, that Chrift gave the
fupper to the church, in that night in which be was betrayed.
For, befides that, we have in this an illuftrious difplay of Chrift’s
infinite love to men, in that he fhould vouchfafe to have fuch
an anxious concern for us, efpecially at that time, when his
. mind was otherwife fo much taken up, and diftrefled with the
horror of his approaching {ufferings: but what, above all, ought
to make it facred to us, and very highly. valuable, is, that it
was inftituted by our Lord, juft as he was preparing himfelf
to die.
L. Again, it is called KYPIAKON 3iimvor the Lord’s Supper,
1 Cor. xi. 20. both becaufe the Lord was the author of it, and
becaufe the whole of it agrees to the Lord, and to the re-

. membrance

1
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1 i
membrance-of him; fo that the Lord himfelf, in the right ufe
of it, is exhibited to believers: and laftly, becaufe it cught to
be celebrated by us, according to the will and prefcription of
the Lord. / ‘

IV. But the Lord’s Supper, to pafs on from the name to the
thing, is the facrament of education, or nourifhment, in the
New Teftament thurch, wherein by the fymbols of bread
broken, and wine poured out, the dreadful fufferings of Chrift
are reprefented to believers; and the promifes of the New
Teftament and enlivening communion with Chrift, made per-
fe&t by fufferings, both in grace and glory are fignified and
fealed unto them. ’ '

- V. For the illuftration of this defcription, it will be ufeful
we firft diftin&ly confider the external jfigns; then the thing
Jignified by them. The figns are cither the * fymbols themfelves,
or certain aétions about the fymbols. The fymbol is twofold,
bread and wine ; and both of them are joined together, to fig-
nify the fuperabundant fulnefs we have in Chrift. Here we
are to adore the divine providence, which hath given to his
church things fo fimple and eafily obtained, as pledges of things
“heavenly: and feveral reafons may be afligned. 1ft, That
this facramient might, in all places, even to the end of the
world, be in perpetual ufe among the faithful, it was fuitable
fuch fymbols fhould be inftituted, as might, in all places and
at all times, be ready at hand for the church’s ufe. 2dly, It
is more confiftent with the fpiritual economy of the New Tefta-
ment, to be led by fome plain and ordinary {fymbol, which
fhould neither detain the eye nor the mind, prefently to be-
hold, meditate on, receive the thing fignified, than to be fo daz-
zled by fome illuftrious and miraculous fign, like what was
granted to the Ifraelites in the wildernefs, as to be made to
give lefs attention to the myftical fignification. 3dly, And
then, the danger of fuperftition, which can fcarcely be alto-
gether avoided in the cafe of bread and wine, would have been
far greater in that of a more illuftrious fign. 4thly, Nor is it
from the purpofe, that Chrift has not again given us the fleth
of flain animals, nor bloody meals, fuch as the. fathers.for-
merly eat in their facred feafts; but has furnifhed out his table
with plain bread and wine. For Chrift’s blood, by which all
our debts are cancelled, and the firejof divine wrath is quench-
ed, being once fhed, it became a crime any longer to fhed any

blood in the facred rites of Chriftians. : ‘
: VI

* Thefe are frequently called with us, the Sacramental elements and the Sacra-
. mental actions. . .
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V1.’ Common and ordinary ‘bread is to be made ufe of, as
Chrif ufed ‘that which lay before him, Mat. xxvi, 26. But if
was an old fubje&t of debate between the Greek and Latin
churches, whether it ought to be leavened or upleavened, both
of them appealing to the example of our Lord. The Latins in-
fit. that Chrift ufed unleavened bread, becaufe immediately
after the pafchal feaft he inftitnted the fupper; at which time it
was altogether unlawful for any leaven to be feen among the
Ifraelites. The Greeks, on the other hand, contend, that Chrift
eat the pafchal lamb, the day before the Jews celebrated their
paflover ; from which they infer, that the days of unleavened
bread were not yet come, when our Lord celebrated the firft
fupper, and therefore it is moft probable, that our Lord ufed
leavened bread, which, before the days of unleavened bread
came, was moft commonly made ufe of. And indeed, as to
Chrift’s example, we make no manner of doubt, but the Latins
have the better of the Greeks in this argument, For, whether
our Lord celebrated the paffover on the fame, or on a different
day from the other Jews: what was the day of the paflover to
him, was allo to him the day of unleavened bread : - which the
Evangelifts exprefsly affirm, Mat. xxvi, 17, Mark xiv. 12. Luke
xxii. 7. Nor is it fo certain, that Chrift celebrated the paffover
before the Jews, as Gerard Voflius imagines with the Greeks.
'The difputes of the celebrated John Cloppenburg and Lud.
Capellus bave ajready laid before the learned world, what pro-
bably may be faid on both fides of the queftion. Nay, the
oppofite opinion feems to be much better fpunded, as Bochart,
whom we have already fo often quoted, has made out by cogent
aruments, who feems to have tzﬂzen off all the difficulty of this
queftion, Hierozoic. Lib. 2. c. 1. However, we agree not.with
the Latins, who would have the example of Chrift, in o flender
a circumftance, to retain the force of a perpetual law. For as
this is no part of the effence of the facrament, fo the ufe of
either fort of bread at this facred feaft, as occafion fhall offer,
is indifferent and arbitrary; fince Chrift, without any decifion
of this queftion on either fide, ufed that bread which was then
at hand, 'Wherefore it is a matter both of aftonifhment and
grief, that the Greek and Latin churches thould have difputed,
with fo much eagernefs and warmth, now for above five
hundred years about fuch a trifling matter. Du Plefis de Eu-
chariftia, Lib. 2. c. 5. may be confulted on this fubject.

VII. But we can by no means approve of the fmall round
things, made of meal, commonly called Agffs or wafers, fuch as .
now the Romifh church is pleafed to make ufe of. = 1ft, Be--

caufe they are moft difagreeable to the inftitution and prackice
of
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of Chrift, For it is very probable, that Chrift ufed fuch an
unleavened cake, as the mafter of the family, in whofe houfe
he kept the paflover, laid before him, according to the cuftom
of the Jews. ~But thefe cakes were fomething large, in order
to be diftributed in pieces among the guefts at the table  they
were alfo thin and broad, but yet of a moderate thicknefs like
our {weet and round cakes, that they might be adapted for the
nourifhment of the body. As to their matter, form, and pre-
paration, fee Buxtorf’s Synagoga Judacia, c. 12. 2dly, Ber
caufe in that cafe, there 1s either no analogy, or an obfcure
one, between the fign and thing fignified. Neither is there that
ferviceablenefs for %upp()rtin life, nor that nourithing quality,
nor fweetnefs of flavour in thofe wafers, as in common bread ;
by which both the ferviceablenefs, and nourithing efficacy and
rateful {weetnefs of the grace of Chrift are reprefented. 3dly,
%eéaufe they were unknown in the church for near a thoufand
years. Voflius in his Thefis de 8. cwne Dominica Symbolis, has laid
open their origin from Honorius Auguftodunenfis. " His words
are thefe. ¢ It is faid, that formerly the priefts received from
every houfé or family, a quantity of meal, which cuftom at -
this day the Greeks i{ill obferve, and of that made the Lord’s
bread, which they offered for the people, and after confecras
tion, diftributed among them, But after the church really in-
creafed in numbers, but abated in helinefs : it was decreeg, on
accouitt of the earnal, that fuch as could fhould communicate
every Lord’s day, ar every third Lord’s day, or on the high
feftivals, or thrice a year. And becaufe'tie people did not
communicate, there was no occafion to make fo large a cake,
_ 1t was decreed to make it in the form of a penny.” This is
the true reafon, why the hoft has the form of a penny: but
afterwards inen of fubtlety fought, as is ufual in fuch cafes, for
a_myftery, where there was none: whence he immediately
{ubjoins; ¢ and that the people, inftead of offering meal fhould
offer a penny,, as an acquittance for receiving the Lord.” Du-
randus in Rationali, Lib. 4. c. 14. has words alfo to the fume
purpofe. ¢ It is prepared in the form of a penny, hoth becaute
the bread of life was betrayed for pennies, and becaufe a penny
was given as wages to the labourers in the vineyard.” ‘Thefe arc
foolifh congeits, and foreign tp the auguft myitery of the holy

{fupper.

%III. The other {ymbol is wire : which the evangelifts call
Yevsmua Tu_ apwii, the fruit of the vine,in conformity to the Heb-
rew phrafeology, Mat. xxvi, 2. Mark xiv. 25. Luke xxii. 18.
But it does not certainly appear, whether it was red or white.
The Jews oydered the beft and moft generqus wine tobe pur-

o chafed
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chafed for celcbrating the paffover. But in that country the
red was generally accounted fuch, Prov. xxiii. 31. Ifa. xxvii.
3. Hence in the Jerufalem Talmud, Traétat. de Sabbato, fol.,
11. “itis commanded, that red wine be ufed for that pur-
pofe.” But if it appeared, that the white was better than the
red, the preference was given to that. It is therefore probable,
and only probable, that Chrift ufed red wine. And it feems
we fhould not altogether overlook the fimilitude there is be-
tween the blood of the grape, by which name red wine is chief
ly intended, and the blood of Chrift.

IX. And with no greater certainty can we determine,
whether Chrift ufed pure neat wines, or wine mixt with water.
Thofe Ipeak too freely, who affirm, that it was the cuftom of
that country, in order to moderate the ftrength of their wine
to mix it with water, that all might drink of it. For that this
was left to the difcretion of the Jews, as a matter of indiffe-
rency, on the very folemnity of the paflover, appears from
Scpher Mitzvoth Haggadol, fol. 118. col. 1. ¢ The meafure
of the cup is a quart of wine either new or old; either neat or
diluted.” On the other hand, the argument of thofe is alfo
weak, who contend, that Chrift ufed pure wine, becaufe it
is called the fruit of the vine: but the vine produces wine not
water, We have fhewn above, that Chrift fpeaks after the
manner of his country. But the Jews called the wine, even
that mixed with water, in their folemn bleflings over it, zhe
[ruit of the vine, having regard to the greater and better part of
it. Thus the Jewifh mafters exprefsly write jn Talmud. Ba-
bylon. Tit. Berachot, fol. 5o. col. 2. ¢ They pronounce not
the blefling on the wine, in which no water is mixed, faying,

_Blefled be he, who created the fruit of the vine-tree, but blefled
be he, who created the fruit of the tree.”

X. Nothing therefore can here with any certainty, be affirmed
concerning Chrift's pratice. Yet it has been the prevailing
cuftom of the ancients, as well the weftern as eaftern church,
if we cxcept the Armenlan, to mix the wine with the water;
becaufe, after the fupper, they kept their Agpea, or lave-feafts,
with the {fame wine,’ not choofing to give any handle to the
Gentiles, us if they ufed pure wine to excefs. They add a
threefold myftery in this, in framing which they have given too
much fcope to their own fancy. . 1ft, That by the wine and
water might be held forth the l*}ood and water, which flowed
from the pierced fide of Chrift. 2dly, That by that mixture
the union of the two natures in Chrift might be reprefented.
3dly, That fince, in the Revelation of St John, the people are
called water, the union of the fame faithful people with Chr:g,

: e
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the head is exhibited by that mixture. And as.it is the way
of human nature, to be fond of its own fancies, the Greeks -
put not only water, but alfo beiling water into the wine, and
leaft it fhould, on any account, cool before they receive it,
they do not pour it in till aft2c the elevation: to fignify, fay
they, that, from the fide of our Lord on the crofs, flowed hot
blood and water, as quickening things from a quickening body:
or even (adds Cabafilas in Expofit. Liturg. c. 37.) * to fanc-
tify the defcent of the Holy Spirit upon the charch, who is
otherwife compared to fire.” Nor did the rafhnefs of their
determining, and allegorizing ftop here. In the {ynod of Tribur,
under the emperor Arnulphus, in the year 89, or according to
others, 899, it was provided, that ¢ none fhould perform the
" holy myfteries, without mixing wine and water; but that two
parts fhould be wine: becaufe the majefty of the blood of
Chrift is greater than the weaknefs of the people.

XI. Our judgment is this: It does not appear, whether
Chrift mixed the wine, or drank it pure. Yet we grant the
former to be probable; becaufe it was aunore frequent praltice
among the Jews, on account of the generoufnefs of their wines:
hence, in the rubric of the feftivals, when they fpeak of the
wine, theyalways ufe the phrafe, they mix bim a cup. There are alfo
thofe, who forbid pronouncing a blefling over the cup, before -
the wine is mixed with water. It is probable, Chrift did what
feemed to be moft fuitable to the rules of fobriety. However,
we imagine it cannot thence be proved, that Chrift would pre-
fcribe any thing by this his example, efpecially to thofe people
whofe wines are not fo generous, as to require mixing in com~
mon ufe. For every thing, that Chrift did, according to the
cuftom of his nation, and on occafion of the paflover, does not
belong to the effence of the facrament nor has a myftical fig-
‘nification, nor in all. its circumftances obtains the force of a
perpetual law. The allegorical interpretations of the ancients

_ appear fomewhat infipid, and without any foundation in the
{acred writings. Nor is the pralice of the ancient church to
be too much infifted upon in this cafe : for, as the thing is in-
different, the modern church has the fame right that the an-
cient had. In fuch things, the liberty, which Chrift hath left
his people, ought to remain inviolable ; who are to look on
nothing as binding and neceffary, but his word only. Nay,
after the rite of mixing began to be accounted neceflary, it was
prudently done in the reformed churches, for the prefervation

~of liberty, to prefer pure wine. - Juft as if ever the neceflity of
pure wine fhould begin to be eftablifhed, it would be, perhaps,
better to return to the practice of mixing it. Certainly thofe

Vor. IL 3 L plainly
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plainly fhew, that they put a greater value on their own im-
aginations, than on the very inftitutdon of Chriit, who have
thought it {uperfluous to ufe wine in the holy fupper, which
by the command and prefeription of our Lord, is a neceffary
part : but on the contrary, have j:dged water neceflary, which
is of human appointment, as if we were left %5 our own libera
ty by the divine inftitution. :

XII. But as it is poflible, nay, frequently happens, that, n
fome countries, neither bread nor wine are ufed, as in Ameri-
ca, and other parts of the world, where, inftead of bread, they
have a food prepared of pulfe, or herbs, or of the fruits or even
the barks of trees; and inftead of wine, their drink is made
of honey, or fugar, or other aromatics, or even the juice of
the cocoa-tree. It is juftly queried whether, in thofe countries,
they are wholly to abftain from the Lord’s fupper, or whether,
inftead of bread and wine, it may be lawful to ufe that food in
the fupper, which anfwers the purpofes of bread and wine, and
is adapted for ftrengthening the body and cheering the heart,
Indeed we think, that no rath innovations fhould be made in
the ufe of the facraments: but then neceflity has no law.
And it feems -very hard, fhould any one take upon him to or-
der, that the natives ,and the foreigners in thofe fpacious coun-
tries of the world, {hould be deprived of the Lord’s fupper, and
their Chriftianity maimed without the facramental food. Efs
pecially, as the principal thing in the analogy is retained, when
that food and drink is made ufe of, by which the body may be
properly nourifhed, and the heart made glad, Thus much for
the /ymbols or elements. ‘ 4 '

XHI. Let us now confider the afffons with réfpet to the
fymbols. And they are either.thofe of Clrif, to be performed,
after his example, by his miniffers ; or of the difciples, to be
imitated by the guefr or communicants. The a&ions of Chriff
are either words or deeds, and both thefe again either about the
bread, or about the quine. ’ ;

XIV. With refpect to bread, there are four things mentioned,
which Chrift did. 1ft, He #ook the bread; namely, into his
hand. For, it was provided, by an exprefs canon of the Jew-
ith law, that the mafter was not to pronounce the blefling, till
he took the bread into his hand, that all might fee, over what

he proaounced the blefling.
© XV. adly, He bleffed s¢.  This ation is in the Evangelifts
called svaoyier, Bleffing, Mat, xxvi. 26. Mark xiv. 22, at other
times swyagisia, giving of thanks, Luke xxii. 19. Itis a fine
faying of the Jews, mentioned by Buxtorf on this occafion:
« man is forbid to enjoy any thing in this world without 2

- blcﬂing.}’
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blefling.” * Bat thé ufual form of bleffing pronounced over the
bread, was this: ¢ Blefled be thou, O Lord our God, kiug of
the world, who produceft bread out of the earth.” Yet it is
more probable, Chrift ufed a peculiar form, and one adapt-
ed to the prefent cafe, whereby he cohfecrated the bread to be
a facred fymbol of his body. For, as in other refpeéts, Chrift
fanlified, by blefling and giving of thanks, bread and other
food for natural ufe, Mat. xiv. r9. Luke ix. 16. fo, by this
blefling and giving of thanks, he dedicated the bread, as he
did afterwards alfo the wine, fet them apart from their natu-
ral ufe, to be facraments of his body and blood.

XVI. 3dly, He broke the bread And this alfo after the
manner of the Jews. For thus, the Tu/mud. tit. Berachot, fl.
39. cdl. 22. be (the mafter of the famlly) bleffes, and qfterwardt
éreaks. 'This the apottles alfo carefuily obferved: hence, 1 Cor.
X. 16. the bread, which we break. And therefore this is a myif-
tical rite, and, as it were, effential to the holy fupper ; at leaft
fo neceflary to the purity and completenefs of it, that this
whole featt is therefore called the breaking of bread, Aéls ii. 42.
and Adts xx. 7. Nor do they fufficiently clear themfelves of a
violation of the Lord’s inftitution, who, keepmg their bread (if
it may deferve that name) whole, maintain, that they have ful-
filled its purport, becaufe with them the lump is divided into
many {mall wafers. For that breaking of the lump is culin-
ary, not myftical, being performed in the kitchen, not in the
church, and done before the facrament, not at the adminiftra-
tion of it, It is to no purpofe objeéted, that breaking among
the Jews is fometimes equivalent to diftributing, as Ifa. lviii
7, « deal ('break ﬁ thy bread to the hungry,” and Sam. iv. 4.

The young children afk bread, and no man breaketh unto
them. For, to break is there a m:talegﬁ.r taken for that diftri-
bution, which is made after the breaking. But that none
.fhould feign any fuch metalepfis in the words of the fupper,
thefe two actions of Chrift are diftinctly mentioned, be froke,
and he gave.

XVIL 4thly, The bread broken ke gave to the difeiples, Mat.
xxvi. 26. And this alfo was according to the ancient cuftom
of the Jews, of whom there is an exprefs canon on this head
in Maimonides : ¢ Breaking it, he fets a piece before each, and
the other (to whom it is given) takes it up in his hand: nor is
it allowed to put it into the hand of the eater, unlefs he is
mourning.” If therefore it was not a Jewith cuftom to put
the piece broken off into the hand of the eater, but to lay it be-
fore him, that he might take it up with his own hand: Low
much lefs probable is it, that Chrift put that morfel into the

o ~ 3L2 mouths
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mouths of his difciples? They who, at this day, obferve that
cuftom, depart both from the pralice of Chrift and from the
purer antiquity : For, believers were formerly wont ¢ to reach
out their hands to take the facred fbod,” as Dionyfius Alexan-
drinus fpeaks in Eufebius, Lib. 7.c. 8. But the other cuftom of
putting the bread into the mouth feems to have begun about
the year 600 ; andwas owing to nothing but a fuperftitious ve-
neration for the figns, which at length degnerated into Artolatry
or bread worthip. See Voflius de 8. Cen. Symbol. Difput. 3. §.

y 5e :

! }S(V III. Thefe then are.the aé?ions of Chrift about the bread.
Let us now confider his words. And they are twofold ; either.
preceptive or explicato?'. The preceptive either fimply enjoin
fome a&s, or at the fame time point out the end of thofe alts.
The former are contained in thefe words: Zake, namely, that
- which is broken, and fet before you on-the table. Eat: exally
as in the pafchal folemnity: whoever is bungry, let him come
eat of this bread of affliction. 'The latter, in which the end is fet
forth, are thefe: Do this in remembrance of me. To do, does not
here fignify, to make the body of Chrift, or to facrifice, asin
Virgil, cum faciam wvitula, as fome ridiculoufly contend for : but
is to be referred, partly to what our Lord did ; the like to which
was to be done by the apoftles in the difcharge of their office 5
partly to what he commanded the difciples, as communicants,
to do ; and regards both the difpenfing and the receiving. And
this command ought to be compared with that concerning the
paffover, Exod. xii. 24. ¢ And ye fball obferve this thing for
an ordinance to thee and to thy fons for ever.” Moreover,
what he recommends concerning the remembrance of himfelf,
is alfo borrowed from the pafchal ceremonies. For, the whole
pafiover was celebrated for a memorial of their miraculous de-
liverance out of Egypt, Exod. xii. 14. And almoft every circum-
ftance, even what the later Jews added to the divine inftitution,
had their peculiar memorial. But how the fupper is a memorial

of our Lord, fhall be afterwards confidered. v
XIX. The explicatory words, in which the myftery of the fa-
crament is explained, are thefe: This is my body, Mat. xxvi. 26.
Mark ¥iv. 22. which is given for you, Luke xxii. 19. and broken
Jor you, 1 Cor. xi. 24. And thefe things are alfo borrowed
from the Jewith antiquities and the pafchal phrafes. For, when
the Ifraelites did eat their pafchal bread; they were wont to
fay: < this is that bread of affliCtion, which your fathers did
eat in the land of Egypt.”” And what feems to come nearer
sthepu rpofe, they called the roafted lamb, which was ferved

up in the pafchal fupper, the body of the paffover. But no one
. : : underftood,

\
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underftood, or even could underftand it otherwife, but that
the bread, which they {yearly eat on the feftival day, was a
fymbol and memorial of that bread, which their anceftors were -
formerly fed with in Egypt. In the fame fenfe therefore, the
bread ofy the holy fupper is called the body of Chrift. Hitherto
they had flain and eat the body of the pafchal Jamb, which was
a type of the body of Chrift, afterwards to be delivered up to
death for them: at prefent, Chrift, inftead of the pafchal lamb,
gave them bread, for a fymbol of his body : in the partaking
of which holy bread, they were to have for the future, not a_
kind of type of things to come, or a memorial of a typical deli-
verance but the body of Chrift, Col. ii.’14. the very fubftance, as
it were of things already done, and of a folid and eternal deliver-
ance. It is therefore evident, that they have wandered a great
diftance from the fcope of our Lord’s words, who would infer
from them a change of the fubftance of the bread into the body
of Chrift: becaufe as this is moft concrary to all reafon, fo alfo
to the nature of facraments and facramental language. Thus
much concerning the actions and words of Chrift, with refpect .
to the bread. ’

XX, Now follaws what he both did and faid with relpet to
the cup. There are three things Chrift did with refpect to this:
1ft, He took the cup, as the mafter of the family ufually did a-

.mong the Jews, taking it in both bis hapds, before he pronounced
the blefling over it. \ ’ :

. XXI. 2dly, He gave thanks: feparately over the cup. For,
though blefling the bread confecrates all other kinds of food
and liquors without any further confecration; yet according to
the do&ors of the Jewifh law, that does not ferve for the wine;
but a peculiar bleffing is appointed for it on account of its fingular
excellency. 'The ordinary form of blefling was thus': ¢ Blefled
be thou, O Lord our God, king of the world, who createft
.the fruit of the vine.” But we are here to maintain, what we
afferted concerning blefing the bread, that it is confiftent with -
truth, that Chrift, at this time, made ufe of a peculiar form
of confecration. On account of this blefling, Paul calls it the
cup of bleffing, 1 Cor. x. 16. probably in imitation of that cup,
which the Jews called the cup of bleffing the table, or of thankf-
giving, with which the feaft was clofed. And this cup Chrift
alfo took after fupper, 1 Cor. xi. 25.

XXII. 3dly, He gave it to them; namely, his difciples. For,
it was the cuftom of the Jews, that all the guefts, after the
mafter of the family had tafted it, fhould drink fome of it.
Hence it is probable, that Chrift after blefling, firft drank of
the cup; which thofe words feem to intimate, which we have

) N m
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in Mat. xxvi. 29. ¢ I will not drink henceforth of this fruit
of the vine,” 5%, then diftributed it among his difciples.

XXIII. We might here enquire, why nothing is faid of pours
ing out the wine, which, in other refpeCts, anfwers to break-
ing the bread. But Buxtorf in Exercitat. de prime cxne ritibus
&’ forma, by which I gratefully own I have profited very mich
on this fubjed, learnedly affigns the reafon of that, namely,
that the Jews, in their ordinary entertainments, obferved no
peculiar rite about pouring out the wine. This was done pro-
mifcuoufly by a fervant, or any other perfon, as occafion offer-
‘ed. But in the feaft of the paflover, they order that, if by any
" ‘means it can be done, the mafter of the family do not pour it
out himfelf, but endeavour to get it done by another ; becaufe .
every thing, at this feaft ought to be done with an air of mag-
nificence, to denote their liberty from Egyptian bondage, to
which they were reftored. And therefore it is very probable,
that neither our Lord himfelf, nor his apoftles, but fome fer-
vant attending at the feaft, belonging to the family of him,
" who gave the furnithed room to Chrift, poured out the wine
-at the command of our Lord. Whence it appears that our
churches alfo in this refpe&t come neareft to antiquity, in which
the elders or deacons perform that office. : '

XXIV. Chrift’s words with refpe€t to the cup, correfpond
with thofe he had fpoken about the bread, and they are, firt,
fimply preceptive, ¢ drink ye all of it,” Mat. xxvi. 27. where
that univerfal particle has its peeuliar emphafis: then he fhews
the end, « This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance
of me,” 1 Cor. xi. 25. all which is clear from what was afore-
faid. The explicatory words are ;  this is my blood of the
New Teftament, which is thed for many for the remiflion -of
fins,” Mat. xxvi. 28. That is, the wine, contained in this
cup, is the fymbol of blood, not the typical blood, as was
that of the pafchal lamb, but of my blood ; by which is rati-
fied, not that fame Old Teftament, which the blood of the
lamb, they had now eaten, did ratify and confirm; but a New
and a better Teftament, which brings not a typical, but a real
-remiflion 5 conjoined, not with the rigorous demands of the
hand-writing, but with the giving a difcharge in virtue of my
blood, very foon to be thed, not to a few among the Hraelites,
but to very many nations all over the world. Thus much con-
cerning the ations of Chriff about the fymbols.

XXV. Next follow the actions of the difciples, and confe-
quently of the other guefts. And thefe according to Chrift’s
appointment, are three : firft, 2o receive both the bread and the
cup: but each feparately: for fo Chrift diftributed them: hi.n

. ‘ this
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this manner he commanded his people to take them: thus the
body of Chrift, as broken for us; his blood as poured out of
his body, are more diftin&ly reprefented: and in fine, as a
complete entertainment requires both meat and drink, fo this
moft complete fpiritual repaft, which we have in Chrift, is thus
moft excellently reprefented. ~And therefore we cannot fo well
approve of that cuftom, which prevailed in Cyprian’s time, to
give a piece of bread dipt in wine, to infants and the fick: which
was the practice in fome places, about the year of Chrift 340,
in the public and ordinary celebration of the facrament. The
fame judgment we are to pafs on the cuftom of the Greeks,
who crumble the confecrated bread into the wine, and take it
out with a fpoon. .

XXVI. The other action of the guefts is to eat the bread -
taken : for this is the immediate end of its being diftributed
and taken. Whence it follows, that thofe deftroy the end of
the facrament, who take the bread or Ao, as they call it, that ,
they may keep it honourably in a pyx or box. This is alto-
gether contrary both to the inftitution of Chrift, and the cuftom
of the ancient church. For, Chrift has exprefsly commanded,
they thould direCtly eat. And indeed, as the ancient Chrift-
ians under heathein emperors, by reafon of the danger of per-
fecution, could not at all times have priefts, eat part publicly
and part they carried home: yet they; by no means kept it in a
religious manner, in order to adore, but to eat it on the next
occafion. To this purpofe is the decree of the council of Sar-
agofa, which was held in the year 381, Canon 3. ¢ If any
perfon is convinced, that he has not ufed the received grace of
the Eucharift, let him be Anathema for ever.” For that pur-
pofe alfo, the Eucharift was publicly kept by the prieft, to be
carried out of the ordinary courfe, to the fick, not to be adored
but eaten. But in the earlieft times, as the facrament was
celebrated every day, it was to no purpofe to lay by the Eu-
charift; but,when the fupper was publicly adminiftered, it might
be fent by the hands of the deacon to the fick, or to thofe who
were abfent or fome other account. Which Juftin, Apolog.
Secunda, mentions, was often done in his time. But what
was left of the fupper, or not made ufe of, was either thrown
into the fire, or given to the {chool-boys to eat; as Voffius has
proved from the fecond council of Mafcon, from Hefychius
:i\)r;d Evagrius Scholafticus, Difput. 3. deS. ccenze Domin. Sym-

L §. 8. :

XXVIIL The third altion of the guefts is, #o drink the con-
fecrated wine out of the cup. It is remarkable, that our Lord
faid toncerning the cup, not only « take this, and divide it

amorig
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among yourfelves,” Luke xxii. 17. but likewife added a mark
of univerfality, « drink ye a/ of it,” Mat. xxvi. 27. And
we are told how they complied with this command, Mark xiv.
24. “ and they a// drank of it.” As if the Lord Jefus pur-
pofely intended to obviate the facrilegious boldnefs of thofe men,
who deprive the Laicks, as they call the common people, of the
confecrated cup. It is an infipid exception, that the a/ ought
to be reftriCted to the apoftles, to wwhom our Lord is there only
fpeaking. For the apeftles, in that cafe, reprefented the whole
church. And unlefs the papifts will own this, whence will
they ever prove, that the eating of tbe bread belongs to the laity
or common people: efpecially, as no univerfal particle is added
to that command. We add the authority of. the apoftle Paul,
who diffuades the whole church of Corinth by this topic from
the worfhip of idols : becaufe, fays he, ¢ ye cannot drink the
cup of the Lord and the cup of devils,” 1 Cor. x. 21. and again
writing to the whole church, ¢ as- often as ‘ye eat this bread
and drink this cup, ye do fhew the Lord’s death, &c.” Where
he all along joins the eating of the bread and the drinking of
the cup, as a&ions to be alike performed by the fame perfons,
1 Cor. xi. 26—29. :
XXVIIL But who are they on whom it is incumbent to ob-
ferve thefe duties according to Chrift’s command. Paul has
briefly refolved this, 1'Cor. xi. 28, 29. ¢ Let a man examine
himfelf, and fo Iet him eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup: for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to himfelf, not difcerning the Lord’s body.”
In which words he fhews: 1ft, That no perfon fhould ap-
proach the table of the Lord, but he who, having a knowledge
of the facred myfteries, can difcern the Lord’s body, and, in
fome meafure at leait, underftands the analogy between the
facred fymbols and the thing fignified by them, and on that
‘occafion can fhew the Lord’s death. 2dly, That there is alfo
required in the communicant that experience of the ways of
God about the elect, as to be able to examine himfelf; whether
befides the external profeflion of faith, he hath al{o the genuine
marks of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him, or which is the fame
thing, of a fincere and internal Chriftianity: fuch as the forrow
of a penitent heart which is after a godly manner; a lively
faith refting on Chrift, as the alone author of life'; in fine, an
unfeigned Jove towards God and his neighbour, joined with an
effeCtual purpofe of reformation of life. Whoever, upon a pre-
vious examination, finds thefe things-in himfelf, is not to ac-
count himfelf, as an unacceptable gueft to the Lord.
XXIX, Thefe things were carefully obferved in the ancient
) ¢hurch,
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church, while zeal was fervent, and difcipline in its vigour.
How diligent they were in infiru&ting the Catechumens, with
what circumfpeétion they aéled in admitting them to the holy
facrament, cannot be unknown to thofe, who have but juft
- Jooked into the writings of the fathers. And that none but the
worthy might . come to the communion, the deacon' called
dut with a loud voice to all, before the adminiftration, Sancts
Sanitis, boly things to the koly: and the prieft, Surfum corda, to
heaven with your hearts. 'To which words the faithful anfwered
habemus ad Dominum, we have raifed them to the Lord. In Clem-
ent alfo, Conffit. Lib. 2. ¢. 61. the deacon duly, at the beginning
of the communion, fays to the people, ¢ Let none have a grudge
againft another, none be in a ftate of hypocrify.” And the
cuftom of the Greeks, at his day, differs not from this; among
whom they, who are to communicate, turn them{elves to every
fide of the church, and on bended knees addrefs thofe around
. them; “ Forgive us brethren, wé have finned both in werd and
deed.” To which they who were prefent anfwered in this
manner, ¢ Brethren, God will forgive us.” Moreover juft
when the communicant was to partake of the facred feaft, he
addrefles himfelf to Chrift in thefe words; ¢« I will .not kifs
thee as Judas did, but, after the example of the thief, I confefs
to thee: Lord remember me, when thou comeft into thy king-
dom.” Thefe things we have in Chriffophorus Angelus de Statu
bodiernorum Gracorum, c. 23. . ,

'

XXX. We may eafily gather from what we have quoted from

Paul, what to think of the communion of infants. It appears
to have been a cuftom in the ancient church, to put the fym-
bols of the holy fupper into the mouths of infants juft after
baptifm. A praltice flill obferved by the Orientals. I will -
here fubjoin the words of Metrophanes Critopulus, Hiero-
monachus, confefl. c. g, + « But even infants themfelves are
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partakers, beginning immediately upon their bapti{m, and
afterwards as often as the parents will. And if any one
fhould blame us for the communion of infants, we can
eafily ftop his mouth, For, if he be an Anabaptift, we ufe
this faying againft "him: « Suffer little children, and for-
bid them not to come unto me,” Mat. xix. 15. Alfo that
other: ¢ except ye eat the fleth of the Son of man, and
drink his blood, ye have no life in you,” John vi. §3. But
the prophetefs Anna makes very much for us, who dedicated
Samuel from his early infancy to God; who alfo requires
the firft-born of the Jews to be given up to him, from their
very birth, though not yet endowed with a competent mea-
fure of underftanding. But if our adverfarybe no Anabaptift
we will alfo ufe the very fame arguments againft him, which
he ufes for infants againit the Anabaptifts; that as they ought
Yor. II. ) 3 M € ta



458 . ®F THE LORD’s SUPPER. Book IV,

¢ to be baptifed, fo alfo to be made partakers of the Lord’s
¢ fupper. And thus with the help of God we have got the
s better of our argument.” Thus far Metrophanes.

XXXI. But we are of a quite difterent opinion. For,
all the words of our Lord’s command, [with refpect to this fa-
crament] are fo exprefled, that they cannot ‘belong to infants,
who can ncither receive the bread, nor:eat it, unlels it be
chewed for them or foaked. For, ¢ babes are fed with milk,
and not with meat,” 1 Cor. iii. 2. Heb. v2 12. Infants cannot
examine them{elves, nor difcern the Lord’ssbody, nor thew his
death, all which we have juft heard, the' apoltle requires of
communicants.

XXXII. The arguments of Metrophanes are very cafily re-
futed. For, 1ft, It does not follow, becaufe our Lord was
willing, that young children fhould come to him, and declared,
~ that theirs was the kingdom of heaven, that they are to partake

of the fupper. Chrift is there fpeaking of fpiritual and myftical
communion with himfelf, which does not imply any facra-

mental communion whatever; but that only, of which the
fubjets he is fpeaking of, are capable. 2dly, 'The nature of
baptifm and of the fupper is different. DBaptifm is the facra-
ment of regeneration and ingrafting in the church in the ad-
miniftration of which, the perfon to be baptized is merely paf-
five: to the receiving of that, the foripture does not {o uni-
verfally require felf-examination, and the fhewing the Lord’s
death. And therefore it may be properly applied to young
_children. But the fupper is the facrament of nytrition, by
means of a folid food: to the partaking whereof, the «coms
municants are required to perform certain alions bof: by
the body and the foul: of which infants are incapabley.and
therefore it belongs to thofe, who are come to the years of
difcretion, and not to little children. 3dly, Our Lord, John
vi. §3. is not treating of a facramental, but of a fpiritual-and
myftical eating by faith, For, neither was the Eucharift then
inftituted or known : nor will any one readily urge fuch an
abfolute neceffity for the Eucharift, as that without it none can
be faved ; which yet our Lord afferts of that eating of his flefh,
athly, 'The example of the prophetefs Anna who confecrated
Samuel a little child to God, is not at all to the purpofe. For
nothing can be concluded from that, but that it is a part of the
duty of parents, to give up their children, as early as poffible,
to the obedience and fervice of God. sthly, And what they
pretend concerning the dedication of the firft-born of the Jews
to God, is ftill more impertinent. For, that dedication of the
firft-born, previous to the fetting apart, the tribe of Levi, fhew-
ed that they were God’s, and to be employed in his fervice :
i -them the other children were accounted to be confecrate(‘i
an

‘
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and even the whole family ; and in a werd, they were types of
Chrift, in whom, as the firft-born among many brethren, all
the families of the earth are blefled. ~All which has nothing to
~do with the participation of the Eucharift.

XXXIII. In the ancient church, the communion of the Lord’s

. fupper was far more frequently celebrated than it is at this day.
It is the advice of Bafil to Cefaria Patricia, Epift. 289. ¢ Cer-
tainly, to communicate every day, and to partake of the holy
body and blood of Chrift, is a };ood,and ufeful practice.” Thus
~alfo Auguftin rel: tes in his former epiftle to Januarius, that
{ome communicated every day. And to this fenfe fome people
‘wrefted the duily bread, mentioned in the Lord’s prayer: as
- Fortunatu$ ; but the afking our daily bread, feems to infinuate,
- that we fhould every day, if poflible, reverently take the com-
munion of his body.” = Afterwards the church increafing in
fiumbers, but abating in zeal, the clergy..communicated daily
with their prieft, while the people thought they had done their
duty, if they communicated every Lord’s day. But neither did
they ftop here: for, the people knowing-no meafure to their
negledt, it was decreed in feveral Synods, that whoever did
not communicate every third Lord’s day at leaft, fhould be cut
off from the church. At laft matters came to that pafs, that
tthe people fcarce communigated on any other days, than the
moft folemn feftivals ; efpecially on the Lafter holy-days. Com-
pare what we have already quoted, fe&t. 7. from Honorius Auguflo-

. dunenfis. This negle&t of the common-people was frequently
reptimanded with feverity by the holy men of God. But that
cuftom, which enjoins the communicating once a year, was {o'
di. )leafing to Calvin, that he did not fcruple to call it a meff-
e :ain device of the devil ; and thinks, we are by all means fo to
order matters, % as that no meeting of the church be with-
out the word, prayers and partaking of the fupper:” gathering
from A&s ii. 42. that fuch was the praltice of the apoftolical
church; where Luke fays, that ¢ the faithful continued ftedfaftly
‘in the apoftles dotrine, and fellowfhip, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers.” He at leaft imagines, the {fupper may
be moft decently adminiftered, if each week at leaft it be fet be-
fore the church. See Infitut. Lib. 4. c. 17. §. 43—47. Alas!
what a departure is there at this day, from the fan&ity and
zeal of the ancients! yet as our Lord has determiined nothing
as to the time, and in general only recommended frequent com-
munion, by that word, as ¢ff, 1 Cor. xi. 2§, 26. a certain
medium, clpecially amidft fuch a corruption of manners, thould
fecem to be obferved ;. leaft, either by the too frequent ufe, this
facred food fhould be difefteemed, or we fhould flight or negle&

that quguft table of the Lord.

3 M2 - XXXVIL
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XXXIV. Let us now come to the myffical fignification of the"
fupper, and introduce the beloved fpoufe of Chrift into the in-
ner bed-chamber, where fhe'may delight herfelf, not with any
outward appearance or figure, but exult and melt away in the
moft defirable embraces of her hufband, and in the pleafures
of the pureft love: and forgetting the world, forgetting herfelf,
but full of Chrift, fhe may diffolve away in reciprocal returns
of mutual fondnefs. For this purpofe the holy fupper is to be
confidered. L As a fign, teaching us by the inftitution of Chrift.
IL As a feal, ratifying the promifes of the New Teftament.
WL As a fipulation, or folemn engagement, binding on us every

- duty of piety and love.

XXXV. If we confider-the fupper as a fign, given us for
inftrudtion ; it exhibits a remembrance of Chrift, and a lively
reprefentation of moft of Quxvir o tvosBuas wuir pvngion the
awful myReries g our religion, as the Greek fathers often fpeak.
The bread fignifies the body of Chrift. For, as bread frengthen-
‘eth man’s heart, Pfal. civ. 15. fo the fleth of Chrift, and the
fpiritual bleflings and graces, purchafed for us by Chrift, when

“he was incarnate, are the food of our foul, {fupporting and
ftrengthening it in the {piritual life, into the hope of life etex-
nal. < I am the living bread, whith came down from heaven.
If any man eat of this bread, he fhall live for ever : and the
bread that T will give, is my fiefh, which I will give for the
life of the world,” John vi. g1. Again, as corn, from which
bread is prepared, is ground to meal, kneaded to dough, and
baked in the oven, before it can be agreeable and wholefome
food for manj fo in like manner, the Captain of our falvation
was made perfefy through various fufferings; Heb. ii. 10.-and
fcorched both in the fire of the divine wrath kindled againft our

- fins, and in the flames of his own love. - . ‘

XXXVI. The wine fignifies the blood of Chrift. For, as
wine allays the thirft, revives the animal {pirits, cheers the heart,

Pfal. civ. 15. Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. and makes the maids cheerful

(cloquent) Zech. ix. 17. fo in like manner, the grace purcha-

fed by the bloed of Chrifty allays the thirft of our foul, abund-
antly fatisfying all our hd‘ly'alongings, John iv. 14. to a kind

of a holy and myftical ebfiety, Pfal. xxxvi. 8. Cant. v. 1.it .

fupports and fuftains the foul, when fick of love, Cant. ii. §.
and ¢ puts gladnefs into the heart, more than in-the time that
the eorn and wine of werldly men afe increafed,” Pfal. iv. 7.
in fine, “caufes the lips of thofe that are aflcep to fpeak,” Cant.
vii. 9. and to become eloquént in the praifes of God and of his
Chrift. And hence it is, that the Lord compares the partici-
" pation of his grace to a “feaft of fat things, a feaft of wines
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of ‘wines on the lees
- well refined,” Ifa. xxv. 6. And we muft not omit, that as
. wine

—
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-wine is {queezed with much force from the grapes, when trod-

den in the wine-prefs ; fo in like manner the Lord Jefus was
SHraitened, Luke xii. 5o. and oppreffed with much anguith, that
the blood might flow to us from his bleffed body, and his fpirit-
ual grace with his blood.

XXXVII. When the difpenfer of the myfteries of God, takes
the bread and the cup of blefing into his hands, before the
eyes of the faithful, that feems to intimate, that Chrift was
thus conftituted and taken to be Mediator, and /& forth to be-
lievers, ¢ to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,” Rom.
iii. 25. The #lefing and thank(giving pronounced over the
bread and wine, teach us; that Chrift is that -bleffed feed of
Abraham, ¢ in whom God hath blefled us with all fpiritual
bleflings in heavenly places,” Eph. i. 3. and the greateft gift
of divine bounty, for which to all eternity we fhall not be able
to render fuitable thanks : nor are we to fet about this facred
feaft, otherwife than by devout prayers, and a grateful acknow-
ledgement of that infinite ‘mercy, which the Lord vouchfafes
to us, who are fo unworthy. The breaking of the bread repre-
fents the breaking of Chrift’s body, efpecially that by death;
for, the foul is the band, by which all the parts of the body
are preferved united. But on its departure, the carcafe is
nothing but a heap of dufty particles, which are foon to be fe-

" parated upon its putrefaction. Which would alfo have been

. the cafe with the dead body of Chrift, had not a fpeedy refur-
retion prevented that holy One of the Lord from feeing cor-
ruption. The pouring out of the wine reprefents the fhedding
of Chrifl’s blood, that efpecially, which was done on the crofs,
for the confirmation of the New Teftament. And thus in the
holy fupper, there is a commemoration of the death of Chrift, -
not in words only, but alfo by thofe myftical rites. The dif=
tribution of thefe facred pledges is a figure or emblem of that
gratuitous offer, by which the Lord Jefus, with all -his faving -
benefits, is prefented to the elet, with the moft alluring invi-
tations to accept of him: nor offered only, but a&ually reach~
ed out, and freely given to believers for their eternal falvation.
In the preaching of the gofpel, there is alfo a certain, but a
mere general offer of Chrift made to all, who ferioufly long
after his grace. But in the diftribution of the facrament, a
much more particular offer and communication of (piritual grace
is given to every believing communicant.

XXXVIII. But when believers receive the bread and wine,
they declare by that altion, that they receive by a true faith
Chrift himfelf, and all he is, that they may have a right to
become the fons of God, John i. 12. ~But the eating the bread
and drinking the wine fignify fomething more. And firf}, they

- . really

\
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really fet forth the devote and lively employmient of the foul,
engaged in holy meditations on Chrift, who is all its defire that
it may derive from him every thing, it knows to be needful for
its fpiritual life. For, what feeding is to the body, that medi-
tation is to the foul : whereby, from the things, the thoughts
-are employed about, it fucks a fuitable aliment, as the body is
nourifhed by eating. Again, thefe altions alfo fignify that in-
timate union, which fubfifts between Chrift and believers: as
meat and drink, when put into the mouth, are not.only re-
ceived into the ftomach, but alfo converted into the very fub-
ftance of the perfon. This union the fcripture calls an abade,
John xiv. 23. a joining, 1 Cor. vi. 17. the fame body, Eph. iii. 6.
Lafly, They reprefent that fweeteft delight, which the Lungry
and thirfty {oul enjoys from the fruition of Chrift and bis grace:
not only believing, but feeing and tafting, that the Lord is goed,
Pfal. xxxiv. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 3.  And as all are partakers of one
bread and of one wine, this is a figure of that amicable unity,
whereby they, who partake of the fame facred feaft, are unit-
ed together, as domeftics of the fame Lord : * for we being
many are one bread and one body: for we are all partakers of
that one bread, 1 Cor. x. 17. .

XXXIX. But in the holy fupper, we have fomething- mor
than an inftruting fign. It 8 likewife a fea/ ratifying to us the
promifes and grace og God. And firf it -really feals all the
promifes of the covenant of gracey which was formerly fealed to
~ believers by the paflover, and all thofe other facrifical feafts,
to which ‘they were admitted. .4gain, more efpecially, the
promifes of the New Teffament, better than thofe of the Old,
which the fathers were obliged to be fatisfied with. And in
this refpet the fupper of the Chriftians greatly excels the pafl-
over. ¢ This is my blood of the New Teftament, which is
thed for many for the remiffion of fins, Mat. xxvi. 28. in or-
der to a real and not a typical expiation of fin, blotting out
the hand-writing, quenching our thirft, and enjoying a fulnefs
of delight in a perfet liberty. In fine, it moft efpecially feals
fome fuving blefFugs, both of this life and of that to come.

XL. The bleflings of his /ife, which are fealed to us by the
fupper, are principally three. 1ft, Intimate union and com-
munion with Chnit, as made perfe&t by fufferings. Had it
~ pleafed our Lord, to give to his difciples a piece cut off from his
body for them to eat, or fome drops of his blood to drink; even
that of itfelf would not be fufficient to f{alvation, nor have ac-
complifhed a faving communion with Chrift, which is not a
carnal, but a fpiritual thing: yet the difciples would thereby
have had a very effe¢tual fign of the myftical union. But now
he, fubititutes bread in place of his body, wine in place of his

‘ ) blood,
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blood; ‘'when he fays #his is my body ; this is 'my blood : and bids
us be no lefs affured, by that pledge, of his myftical commu-
nion, than if we took his very body and blood into our hands
and mouth. 2dly, The confervation, and nourifhment, the
ftrength and increafe of fpiritual life, which flow from commu-
nion with Chrift. As by the ufe of bread and wine, he who
communicates, experiences his bodily ftrength renewed ; fo at
the fame time it is intimated to the believing foul, that he fhall
not want that grace of Chrift, which ¢ giveth power to the
faint, and to them that have no might increafeth ftrength,” Ifa,
xl. 27.. 3dly, A fatisfying fulnefs of every defirable good,
which neither the world could beftow upon any, nor the beg-
garly elements of the world, feparated from Chrift, furnith the
ancient Jews with: while the Lord Jefus, prefenting thefe
{fymbels, calls out to believers; ¢ Ho! every one that thirfteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye,
buy and eat : yea come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price. 'Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which
is not bread ? and your labour for that which fatisfieth not ¢
hearken diligently unta me, and eat ye that which is good,‘and
let your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs, Ifa. Iv. 1, 2,

XLI The blefling of the /g to.come, an earneft of which
Chrift gives us in the fupper, is that moft abundant fatisfaCtory
‘fulnefs of glory, both in foul and body, which the Pfalmift has
defcribed, Pfal. xvi. 11. and Pfal. xvii. 15, and which is fre-
-guently reprefented under the fimilitude of a marriage-feaft.

XLIL Laft- of all, with refpe to us, the holy fupper is a
kind of folemn engagement, ftrongly binding us to every duty of
piety and love, both to Chrift and to our neighbour. It binds
us to Chrift in feveral refpe&ts. 1. In general, on receiving
this earneft of the covenant of grace, in which Chrift joins him- -
felf to usin a marriage-covenant, we, by that very thing, promife
and openly declare and avow, by an oath, that we fhall ful-
fil every duty of a chafte faithful and loving fpoufe towards
him. Every one of the communicants, by this public and
folemn feaft, which is appointed for confirming this myi-
tical marriage, makes an open profeflion of that before God,
angels and the whole church. Whoever partakes of the

bread broken, and wine poured out, fays to Chrift, if not

" in plain words, and an explicit meditation on the thing, vet in
the implicit meaning of his a& ; as « I defire, Lord, to be a
“ partaker of thy body broken, and blood fhed for my falvation,
¢ {o I declare, that I deferve to have my body, no lefs than
¢ this bread, broken or torn in pieces, to have my blood, no
¢ lefs than this wine, poured out, if, in the renewal of this’
¢ cavenant, I fhall, with an evil and perfidious heart, break
% my word to thee.” 2dly, Befides, as in the communion of'
/ _ the
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the holy fuppeér, the greateft, and an almoft incredible ififtance
of the love of the Lord Jefus, towards us, is held forth not only
before our eyes, but exhibited to our tafte; in like manner it
is. proper, that the flames of our love towards him, be, in the par-
ticipation of that feaft, kindled up, and the love of him beyond
all other love kept inviolate, and become the obje& of our ad-
miring thoughts. In the fame breath, that the fpoufe was fet~
ting forth the love of her beloved to be better than wine ; and
infinitcly preferring the kiffes of his mouth to all other things,
the moft defirable in other refpects; fhe alfo adds, Cant. i.
2, 3. % therefore do the virigins love him.” 3dly, As the holy
fupper is efpecially inftituted in remembrance of our Lord, and
in commemoration of his death, believers, in the ufe of-it, are
bound to have always freth in their memory the Lord Chrift,
and the dreadful furferings he underwent, which are the moft
folid foundation of our hope, and the only matter of our con-
folation; and to eftcem Chrift crucified, as ¢ a bundle of myrrh
lying all night betwixt our breafts,” Canticl. 1. 13. 4thly and
laftly, As a greater mark of familiarity, our Eord‘ defires a
‘mutual fupper, « I will fup with him and he with me,” Rev.
~iil. 20. It is therefore proper, that they, who are entertained
‘by our Lord, with fo magnificgut a feaft; fhould be careful to
give him a becoming entertainment in return invite him to “come
into his garden, and eat his pleafant fruits,” Canticl. iv. 16, and
give him to * drink of {piced wine, and of the juice of their
pomegranate,” Canticl. viii. 2. That }s, they fhould give him
delight by the fincere praQtice .of internal Chriftianity ; than
which neither fpices, nor the honey-comb, nor milk, nor wine,
- can be fweeter to him. ‘ ,
- XLIIL To conclude, by the ufe of the fupper we are alfo
bound to the praltice of brotherly concord, and the fincereft
love towards our brethren and fifters, partakers with us of the
fame table: that in the hearing, and with the applaud of angels,
may be fung in the church of God, with one mdith and one
heart, “ behold! how good and how pleafant it is, for brethren
to dwell together in unity,” Pi. cxxxiil. 1. Thus the apoftolic
church both fet us an example for our imitation ;- ¢ and they
~continuing daily with one accord in the temple and breaking
bread from houfe to houfe, did eat their meat with gladnefs
and finglenefs of heart,” A&s ii. 46. To this purpofe was the
holy kifs, by which they, on all occafions, kept up a mutual
peace; of which frequent mention is made in fcripture, and
of which, cfpecially in thefe rites of the fupper, the innocent
ufe was for fome time continued among Chriftians. God
" grant we may in fuch 2 manner folemnize this myftical fupper on
cacth, that we may eternally feaft ‘with Chrift in heaven: Amen.

FINIS
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