














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































248 OF ADOPTION. [Boox n.

of daughters,” Exod. xxi. 9.: in thé same mantier, he is pleased
to deal with elect souls. By nature, they were as maid-servants
¢o sin and Satan ; lay-exposed in the open field, and were a Joth-
jug to all. - Howerver, he graciously offers them a marriage with
his-only begotten Son : they, by faith accept the proposal, almost
in-the sauie manner that Abigail did, when she was invited to
mang David, 1 Sam. xxv. 1. And thus, by the same act, by
which they become “ the spouse of Christ, they also decome the
daughters of the living 63,2’ 2 Cor. vi. 18.

- XIII. Thirdly, B{oadoption, which is ¢ an economical act of
God, whereby they who are regenerated after his image, and be-
trothed by faith to his only begotten Son, are received into his
family, and obtain the right and privileges of children, and the in-
heritance itself, by an immutable testament. They are of the
household of God,” Eph. ii. 19.; if children then Aeirs, Rom.
viil. 17.; for the communication of the image of God alone does
not give a right to the heavenly inheritance. This appears with
respect to Adam in his state of innocence, who, indeed, was in
the way of acquiring a right ; but had not yet obtained it. The
alone foundation of that right is the perfect and constant obedi-
‘ence, either of man himself, or of his Surety. Christ therefore
having appeared for us, fulfilled all righteousness, and was ap-
pointed hesr of all things, Heb. i. 2 The elect being regener-
ated receive, and claim to themselves, by faith, Christ and all his
benefits, even his perfect righteousness: and being thus adopted
by the Father, mge become the brethren of Christ, they are heirs
of God, and joint heirs with Christ, Rom. viii. 17. And in
this sense principelly we think John speaks, “ to them which
are born of Gos:begavepower to become the sons of God,”
as explained above, § XI.

XIV. For the better understanding what has been said, we
are now to observe, that the Spirit of God, in order to explain
these mysteries, uses metaj borrowed from human things.
But these metaphors are to be so adjusted, as one may not destroy
but rather supply the defects of the other. It would seem, in
otherreupectfs a dard,ilzllm the soul, which is born of GOdti; choufd
be adopted for a daughter, and joined in marriage to the on
begotten Son of Go%. Yet the scripture has wisely ordereg
matters, when it declares all these things concerning believers.
In order to express the original of spiritual life, and of the image
of God in man, it says, that he was born of God: to set forth
our most delightful union with Christ, which is full of mutual
affection, it calls it marriage : and to shew the ground and firm-
ness of our inheritance, it declares that we are adopted in Christ.
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448 OF ADOQFTION. [soox 11,

vous to be born, and laid them op their shoulders; peverthe-
less, their Father said with to these tutors;  all what-
soever they bid you observe, that obegrve and do, Mat. xxiii.
8, 4. Nauwely, as long as they commanded notbing that was
contrary to, or incousistent with the will of the Father. They
were obliged to be subject to the weak and ly elements
of the world, snd like children, to be engaged sll theday in the
trifling ceremonies of the Moeaic institution, which were, in a
mwanper, the play-things of the church. They were taught like
infants, without being left to their own choice, not knowing how
to conduct themaelves, or what was fit for them, touch not, taste
not, Col. ii. 21. . . .
XIX. Besides, they were not admitted to that familierit

with their, Father, 8¢ to pevetrate into the mysteries of his will.
« The mighty God did then hide himself,” Isa, xlv. 15. their
tutors indeed, at times acquainted them with some things re-
lating to God’s purpose but that only rarely, and in
mysterious expressions, and under enigmatical or i
representations. And though many prophets and righteous men
desired to.a¢e and hear many things, yet they were not grati-
ﬁ“” M‘L x-‘u' 17- oy

.. XX, Nope of them was allowed o the Holy of
holies, which was, as it were, the secret place of their Father:
nay, they had not access to the temple itself, which was the Fa-
ther’s house, but by means of the altar, sacrifices, and priests,
without which, if ytooknﬁn them tomchtoGod,in-
stead of s blessing, which they sought tbz‘mwrred
their Father's displeasure. Neither was it lawful for them to
omit;;.b.c.eonm morping snd evening sacrifice, Exod. xxvi.

28 . , S ,

XXI. Their inheritance was the land of Capagn, a pledge
indeed of the heavenly inheritance, but somewhat obscure,
and such, as they were commanded to be, in some measure,
subjected to, and which the godly themselves, were some-
times obliged to be destitute of, when forced into banishment.
However they were to bave such a tender to this land,
that when banished from their dear country, they were in their
prayers to turn their faces thitherward, nor were they to pay
their vows to heaven, without directing their eyes to that coun-
try, 1 Kings viii. 48. Dan. vi. 11. In all this, there was »
notable subjection to this

L o)

ledge.
XXII. The case of gelievers under the New Testamert .

is quite different. For after our elder brother, having taken
upon him human nature, had visited this lower world, and
freely undergone a state of various servitude for us, he
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Psal. xxiv.'I. Nor does he disdain an altar in' the midst of
Egypt, Isa. xix. 19.. And thus ¢ he hath imade us partakers of
a better covenant, which was established upon better promises,”
Heb, viii. 6. T L _ ’

XXVI. On account of those excellent prerogatives, believers
under the New Testament are eminently and ‘émphatically
colled the Jons of God, 1 John iii. 2. deloved, now are we the
sons of . God, immel{,' by a much better right and title than
before. To this the apostle has undoubtedly an eye, Gal.
iv. 4,5, 6, 1. -but when the fulness of the time was come ;
namely, that appointed time, (till which the children were to
be under tutors, ver. 2) God sent forth his Son to redeem
them that were under the law, setting them free from the in-
fantile use of ceremonies, and that we might receive the adop-
tion, not only that adoption whereby we are distinguished
from . the children of the devil and of wrath, but also that
whereby we excel infants, not much differing from servants:
"¢ wherefore thou art no more a servant, as formerly, but-a son.”
That this is Paul's meaning, the whole connection of the dis-
course and the scope of the writer evince. For the whele
‘tends to shew, that believers under the New Testament are
set free from, nor ought they any longer to be oppressed with,
the yoke of the old servitude, which the false judaizing teach-
'_ers,k' with the utmost endeavours, struggled to lay on their
necks.

XXVII. Certainly the condition of the sons of God is
most excellent. If David put such a value on being called
the son-in-law of such a king as Saul, 1 Sam. xviii. 28. how
highly should we esteem it to be called the sons of the liv-

ing God? 1lst. How unparalleled is that royalty, by which

we derive the origin of our pedigree, not from ;lx earthly -

prince or monarch, but from the king of heaven? - . What
can be more glorious than that divine nature, we obtain by
a new generation? 2 Pet. i. 4. God himself glories in his
sons, as his peculiar property : nay, calls them the first fruits
g’ his increase, Jer. ii. 3. who may be to him in praise, and
n name, and in honour, Deut. xxvi. 19. Almost as parents
who glory before others in those of their children, who
are remarkable for their beauty. 3dly. What even can be
-more desirable than that marriage-relation to the only begot-
ten Son of God, than which though: itself can conceive no-
thing more honourable, more advantageous, and in a word,
more glorious? He is white and ruddy, the chiefest (stand-
ard-bearer) among ten thousand, Cant. v. 10. When David,
though not yet come to the crown, sent his men to Abigail, te
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Father, dispose by testament of his goods to be communicated
to the e’lect-‘:‘ “ abn{l'il'&an&pd: appoiggogy testament unto yoti

~ 4 kingdom, s my Father hath 3430 appointed by testament
_unto .x'ne';" Luke xxii. 29. So that this making of the testa-

ment is, indeed, originally from ‘the Father, yet _immediatzli

from ,Christ the mediator: who died, not to vacate or annul,

-~ his death, the inheritance; for, Ae is alive for evermore,
:-i. 18. 'but to seal the promises, and acquire for his
people a right to the inheritance. Hence the blood which he
ahes,is' ed the blood of the testament, Zech. ix. 11. Mat.
xxiv. 28. - '

XXIX: The goods or’ blessings bequeathed by this testa-
ment, are of all others the most excellent; as me, 1st.
The riches and liberal bounty of our heavenly Father, from
whom 'we may expect so extraordin;zrsoods or blessings,
which neither eye hath feen nor ear , nor hath entered
into the heart:z man to conceive any like them, 1 Cor. ii. 9.

Concerning this the Psulmist deservedly sings, O how great.
is thy goodness which thou last laid up for them that fear.

thee ;. which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee’
before the sons of men! Psal. xxxi. 19. 2dly. The glory of
our elder brother, whose joint-heirs we are, Rom. viii. 17.
and who glories in his heritage, Psal. xvi. 6. 3dly. As' be-
eame. that dignity, to which God hath' raised us, having
adopted: us for his sons! for to them he gives great and
precious promises, 2 Pet. i. 4. Did we minutely prosecute
these points, we should write a large volume; at present we
will reduce the whole to three principal heads.

- XXX: TRhe first is the possession of the whole world : for
it was promised to Abraham and his seed that they should

be heirs of the world, Rom. iv. 18. On which place let us’

hear the commentary of Ludovicus de Dieu:  as sin, by

separating us from God, and subjecting us to his curse, ba-

nished and disinherited us, so that we have no spiritual
right or dominion, as became sons. of God, over the mean-
est creature; so on the other hand, when God becomes our
God, and we his blessed le, we are restored as sons, to
the right and dominion our paternal inheritance ; and
seeing there is nothinf besides and the world, we are
made heirs of the world, both the earthly, the heavenly, the
present, and the world to come.” When God introduced
Adam into the habitable earth, he constituted him Lord of
the world, and gave him a right and claim to use the rest of
the creatures for his own advantage, Gen. i. 28. But Adam,
by his &in, lost that right; so that neither himself, nor any
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teach Paul: buwility ? 2 Cor. xii. 7. 4thly. If this world,
which is subjected to vanity because of sin, shall not suffice
them ; from its ashes, when perished, God is to form another ;
to-make * anew heaven a new carth, wherein dwelleth
riﬁl;t‘a;ousness,"' 2 Pet. iii.. 13, There is none of these thin
*which may ‘not be included in that general promise of the in-
-heritance of the world. -

Xﬁﬂl; The m:tmdI good thing in l:hns testamentkis “a

iritual kingdom ; 1 appoint unto you a kingdom,” Luke xxii.
;%l. To which, even fﬂ) most deyspicable of the children of
God in other even man-servants and ‘maid-servants,
are called ; “ bath not God chosen the poor of this world, rich
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which he hath promised to
-them that love him 7" Jam. n. 5. To this belong (1.) The ex-
cellency of the sons of God, whereby they surpass all other
men, Prov. xii. 26. (2) Victory over sin, and the unrul
lusts of the flesh, to which kings themselves and the most dreaxz

-ed tyrants.are subject and inslaved, Rom. vi. 14, 18. (8.)
The bruising of Satan under their feet, Rom. xvi. 20. (4)
Triumph over a whole conquered world, for notwithstanding its
rage, they shall be for ever saved, 1 Johu v. 4, 5. (5.) Ines-
timable riches of spiritual gifts, Psal. xlv. 9. even in the midst
of poverty, Rev. i.. 9. (6.) Holy peace of soul and joy in the
Holy Ghost, Rom. xiv. 17. All these begin here in grace,
and shall be consummated hereafter in glory.

XXXIII. The third benefit is Gop himself, Rom. viii. 17.
Heirs of God: here is a mutual inberitance; believers are
God’s portion, and God is their portion, for these are male re-
ciprocal, Jer. x..16. < the portion of Jacob is the former of all

- things, and Israel is the rod (#ribe) of his inheritance.” In
- this possession of God, his children find, (1.) Protection against
every evil, Psal. xci. 2. “ I will say of the Lord, he 1s my
' refuge and my fortress. Why? He is my God, in whom I
will trust.” See Psal. xxvii. 1, 2. Isa. xlin. 2, 8. (2) Com-
munication of every good, Psal. xxxvi. 7. For first, all that
infinity of perfections, which are in God himself, will appear
lorious and admirable in the children of God, and be enjoyed
gy them to completé their consummate happiness. And what.

. can the soul desire beyond that infinity? Psal. lxxiii. 25

Secondly, What will not God give those, to whom he gives him-

self? 1 Cor. iii.b22, 23. 4

XXXIV. There are no proper stipulations in this testa.
ment, if considered in its wl?olep:ttent, together with all its
promises ; for it consists of absolute and mere promises, which
depend on no condition, to be performed in our own strength.

Yet divine providence hath so disposed every particular in it,

3
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testament, asto conmmphble's::tofhu inberitance, Deut. xxxii.
);)eury’ 6 zd?”l:\%‘dvdne, the pmmnd

vi it u, .

inbentanee. (l)zl‘hatbeb and thiret after it, and be sa~

' tilﬁedwnbnothmgthortol’lt,lﬁtv 6. (R) Beckon all .

thin ,mcompamontlﬁrehfnhsmdd Phil. ii.
Mostlg;dﬂy wuheverythg,ﬁnmdan?& this
of inesti walue, Mat. xiil. 46.- (3.) .God
ﬂtegrumofhulove,l’s.lm 19. - (L)Dbgenﬂy

'keepun:hemm Rev, i 26.,aod. i, 11, , 8dly.

:‘mﬁenm‘yldnfor the numbers: th»pnnate with him: that
‘bé_has’ rather -a ‘additional . pleauue,bu m bang gmﬂy
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. IL. This Spiri¢.differs. from the spirk. of bondage in this,
- that:the apm‘?:f bondage«_répresents& as an austere master,

and a tremendous judge §-hence it is, that they, who are actu. '

. ated by-this spirjt, in so-far as. act perform the
cbmmandsofﬁrmamfrom and terror. huttheSp’rit

of adoption discovers God ta the beficving soul, as a kind and

indulgent Father; and by giving him assurance of the love of
God, and sweetly cherishing the of the future inheritance,
makes him, with alacrity and generous emotions of a filial rever.
ence, willingly obey God, as an affectionate parent.. - :
* III. Moreover, secing all Belicvers were sons of God in
every period of time, we may with propriety assert, that the
Spint of adeption was granted to them all in their measure and
degree. For certainly what Paul says, Gal. iv. 6. # because
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
Kwu,"ahdRom viii. 9. “ if any man have not the Sﬁit of
Christ; he is none of his,” is true of all periods. All who are
rated, are born' of the. Spirit, John iii. 5, 6, 8. ‘From

the Spirit proceedeth -faith; Gal. v. 22. by which. they obtain-

ed a-right to become the sons’ of God. And if. they had
any degree of love; righteousness, , holiness and the like,
without which: trae faith- cannot sugi‘::,e they could have them
from no other but the Spirit. And as the Spirit they had, was
doubtless, such-as became their state; andp.{lhey themselves
were the adopted sons of God ; why then should we not call it
the Spirit of adoption? - -

IV. We more than once read in the Old Testament. of that
Spirit, &s bestowed on :believers at that time: such' was that

enerous spi;it’_int Caleb, which made him follow God fully,

umb. xiv. 24 Such that, concerning whom Nehemiah said,
ch. ix. 20: “thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct them ;"
which we are to.understand of the elect among the Israelites, in
that perverse generation. Such was that, which David prayed
might be given him, Psal. cxliii. 10. ¢ thy Spirit is s lead
me into the land of uprightness,” and aaruil:. 10, 11, 12
¢ renew a right Spirit within me; take not thy Holy Spirit
from me; uphold me with thy free Spirit.” In short, as God
said to Israel of old, ¢ surely they are my people, children that
'lwill not lie;” so also “ he put his holy Spirit within them,” Isa.
xiii. 8, 11. .

V. Moreover, the operations of this Spirit may be considered
either absolutely in themselves, or in relation to the distinct
economies of the several periods. What the Spirit of adoption
operates sndiscriminalely in the sons of God, are princigally
these things. As God has, ever since the very first sin of our
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gbedignce ta him,, Peal cxix. 10. with: readiness and delight in
Jhis commandments, Pal. exix. 9, 11, 14, 16._They comfort-
.ed themselves. in adversity with the unfailing éxpeéctation of a
. +Ilessed inheritance, Psal. xvii. 25. Which,. though at a distance,
. .yet God presented to.their view, and gave them initial preliba-
MQOfa sal, xxx1. 19.  As all these things follow. upon adop-
tion, and ought to he ascribed to the Spirit, they make it evident,
-that the,Spimt of adoption is by no means to be reckoned a pecu-
Jliar benefit, of the New Testament, as if the Old Testament be-
lievers wave destitute of it. Paul himself expressly asserts, that
. the same Spiris of faith, by which we speak (whic{- certainly, is
the. Spirit of adoption) was also id the fathers, 2 Cor. iv. 13.
t..; X, However, 1t is not' to be denied, that those operations
.of this. freq and noble Spirit, were of old, more rare and spar-
.ing than aflerwards, and mixed with much terror. Thel
.economy,, was then in its vigour; as the covenant of g
‘was revealed wote obscurely, and in. much. enigmatical m
.nesay 8o likeyise it was not intimated. ta the conscience with
o8uch; evidenee of demonstration ;.a hand-writing, in the mean
fime, . wag also required to be renewed by. tbe%ood of daily
sacrifices, as by so many subscriptions ; a thirst after better
. Bpisgs; was - raised, though . not yet to be quenched: by tEer:
jmeans, thase noble. operations of the Spirit were so clouded
.30, most,.that in.comparison, of the joyful abundance under the
+New; Testament, the S’]girit,ie said, .{ohn vii. 39. not to bave
.heen under the Old.. ,This is not to be understood in such a
s restricted sense, as to make us imagine, that the extraordinary
, gifts aof, the Spirit, poured out on the day of Pentecost, are
bere..only. intended: , For, something is. promised, ‘which is
.common to. all. believers in Christ, and which ‘is,said not to
bave been before Christ was, glorified. But what is that?
It is the. full and illustriqus exhibition of the Spirit, which
Christ deferred, : till he took solemn possession of his kingdom,
.and which appeared in those visible gifts, as in so many myrrors,
which ia also to be extended to the gracious fruits of adoption :
- a8 (Galvin has, well, obsexved on this A
i, XI. And indeed, we often find in scripture, that the Holy
Spirit is so promised to the New Testament, as if there was
no such thing under the Old, Isa. xxxv. 6, 7. and xliv. 3.
Ezek. xxxiv. 26, 27. Joel ii. 28. Zech. xiv. 8. compared with
Ezek. xlvii. 1.—All which things belong to the times of the
Messiah’s kingdom now manifested in the world. To this al-
0 we are to refer, what John the Baptist said of Christ, Mat.
ii.. 11. that he would baptize the children of Abraham with

the Holy Ghost and with fire.” For seeing the Baptist speaks

- T
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E:fbm;fumrguyq iPet; i:.8: And what Jobn also says,
lovc;. such as is'produced: by the ‘gospel, casteth

out ‘all fear, 1-Jobwiv: 18- And really it seems: evident, that -
in.a peace - sonoble and serene, in‘a joy almost 0 incredible,

dlerbeanbenozroomforanyunmlypaduou feardrtrem-

u, S e gy

?V Andthen d)eaposdegwesmchmeﬂentmeom.
ums of. their: holiness, 'as may be'i)‘:dged very far' to trans-
cend .the méasure of our days: n- he thus declares con-
cerning himself; that he was crucified with Christ, that he did

- no longer-.hvé' ‘but: Christ lived in him, as if his spirit and

life, like that ‘'of an' inferior order, were swallowed up in' the
momnllustmusSpmtndhfeofChnst,uthesunmthe

hesvens. extinguishes-the light of the stars; and al} the life,

he lived,:flowed from no other ey but the faith and love
of the Son of God, Galu.zo aheo ly declares his
contempt: of all the things -which- other men so lnghly value,
and shat he prizes Christ alone, and: thas forgetting - the things
which ‘ate: behind. he- tessesv forwards -with a large pace, and
a miost: counes fection,  Phil. ih. 7, 8, 14 Who
of us ‘will deny, ‘ that he not oome far short of. these hlgh
V. Tha aposde every whers. ogenly profissd 4

: g . an 1hcm-
dible. bopo. and:assurance ofthe future i m)l'lentanee and: he un-
doubtedly: describes his assurance, towards: the close of the
e!ghth cg

that nothing more emphatically strong can-be conceived. -

that animatéd -gloriation-in: the Lord be: attentively read, and
we shali ‘sce, : that it' sets forth, in-an extraordinary pomp of

* wards; the:immense abundance of the Spirit inhabiting his noble

breast, and the kling flames of: the love of God kindled in
his heart. - He - cloarly displays. his hope; 2 Cor. v.i1, .
2 Tim: iv. '8: Phil i..23. whereby he' was so far from fearing
death, at the ntention.of which most: people are ready to trem-
ble for fear; that on the' contrary; he embraced- it with open
arms, and+Jonged to be'dmolved, tbat he. might bave the more
full enjoyment of Christ. -

XVI. Indeed if any one shall compare these m

expressions, with what is observed among behevers at this day,
he will be obliged to own, that they come far short of that
eminence and excellence; they are so mean, poor and fading in
comparison of these unparalle{ed expressxons, which with aston-
ishment we admire in the apostle. But doubtless the Spirit
bloweth when, how, and where he listeth : it does not become

us to set bounds to him. In the beginning of the gospel -

apter to.the Romdus, in such magnificent language, :

~om e -
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God shewed; what-be .can ‘do; and’ swhat, o6 theisqtlide-hand -
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XVIL (To this Spisit 4he apoetly:
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. o which I.now add; Tea xliv. 8:and Jer iii. 4. When Christ

2ep, be. psed-an rdmown “to, :and. wery coutmen -/

among, the: Jews. - Thus Munomdam illoth~Ousr Fa*

gmwhomiuhmm,ndd.ﬁﬁw,»mfww t
B R RO S

XXL And the don nfwadn.:AhquFnbu bo&-imo
and in d;eapnth.mthe 38 very .'The
ﬁnwhngof Hebrow; and dmhmt of 4 ongmb’ :
*Didrot the by this msend .20’ teack ms,' thadunder the ~ - -

= inflnence af-the Spirit; Gad was naw te:be called Father,* by:‘-;:
’ ;hehem'ofwmvw natjon, -or ;in whitever. % N
. &amﬁmmfmbmebh Mi"

. ' ;
/

:
LA
A

[ =



W%W\Wg’m*%ww~ R D I e s e S § e st g R o — . —
Ey . .w' |
.

S AR _ OF THE SPIRIT - [moox ur,

in Mark, chap. xix, 36. where we have a. summary of Cbrist’s
prayers, and the Jatter may be imagived to be added by Mark;
asan explanation of the former.. For, Christ spoke not in Greek,

: as Paul wrote in tbat’hnw The obeervation. of the cele-

_ brated Lightfoot, on Mark xiv. 86. is: worth mentioning ; that
though vax 4b% may, indeed, denote,, not only a natural, but
also a civil father, as an elder, a lord, or master, a teacher, a
magistrate : yet xax 4bba, only a natural, or adopting father.
For the proof of this he gives us a great number of examples.
Thus therefore, Christ God, 4bba, in the strongest sense §
and believers also according to their condition. . .

. XXIK Unless we rather say, that this repetition of the word
is an evidence that the tion was pleasant and familiar.
For dawa, Appa, which mru pot much frcm 4bba, was not )
in that sense unknown even to the Greeks. Thus Callimachus,
in his hymn to Diana, brings her in as a little. girl playing in
the bosom and arms of her father Jupiter, and calling him in
a fawiliar and enticing manner Appa. Hence also Abare,
which in dusonius s for adsapilsv, and signifies fo address .t
one in a kind manner, as one brother does another. . See what o
Ludov. Capellus bas learnedly collected to this purpose in his :
Spicilegium oo Mark xiv. 36. : . :
XXIII. Nor does this a tion consist in bare words, as -
if we flattered God onlly with our lips: but if we are reall ,
" partakers of adoption, 1t shews that there is faith, and the fi 3
assurance of it, in the heart, and by making a profession of it, _—
we honour God, and celebrate the glory of his grace, whereb S
be hath. raised us, the most unworthy of mortals to such a hi
piteh of bonour., We also profess, ,that we pray in faith, and
Y from him, what children ought to expect from a most
mt father. . And at the same time by calling him Fa-
ther, . we bind ourselves to an obedience, a reverence and a love
becoming such a Father. And therefore when the apostle says,
that by the Spirit we cry Abba Father, he thereby teacheth us
that this Spinit is the author of faith, holiness, confession, piety
and siocere obedience. : ;
.. XXIV. But let us now consider the other effect of the Spirit, !
.which according to the apostle, consists in this that he * bear- -
eth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.”
Here we have two witnesses, agreeing in one testimony : the
oue of a lower rank, our spirit; the other of the highest, the
Spirit g.ldoption, who is the Spirit of the Son of God, Gal.
iv. 6. Both may be well qualified for this, but each in his own
measure, degree and order.
XXV. By our spirit is understood, the mind and conscience

~ - wiapypaiiadl g v“-‘ e 4
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XXV’ mmdmmwhm*m '

reprencnuuonofmam y certain mairks; and ' full adeir

ance of faith, which:fs by a most‘quiet: m\nnityd'
. soul; and a_joy unspeskable. Fotutbé

wunem,mdﬁremmwbomheddu-o,uei
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§roonded. wem&mm-uw attend o Mga.
st. It is necessary,
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ﬁmmmaeﬁﬁmmm which Gea_' o
* may be known and distingished. - 'Phemocdofﬁeddmh :
the dilver seven timés: purified and refined. By thié relé wo
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in ot order and. mieasure, be 50 too. - As corrupt Adam * be.
a son in his own likeness, after his image,” Gen. v. 8. so
ewise when God begets children; he forms them in his own
likeness, imrliihaou.snm and true haliness, Eph, iv.:24. And
imdeed, this hikeness of God, is gradually perfected by familiar
intercourse with him ; till, having' obtained that adoption of
which the apostle speaks, Rom. viit. 28. we are become perfect.
ly like him, 1 John iii. 2. ‘ _
- XXX. 2dly. A new life that is. worthy of God and the effect
of the Spirit of ados‘don, who is the Spirit of life, Rom. viii. 2.
As is the spirit of the creatures, so is their life. . The natural
man has not a more noble spirit,. nor a more excellent princi-
tle of life than his soul: consequently he only lives an animal
ife. But as the children of God are endowed with that free
Spirit, Peal. li. 12. who is the Spirit of Christ, Gal. iv. 6. so
in their measure they live, as Christ formerly lived, imitating
his example-and pattern to the utmost of their power ; that what
Christ declared in the highest degree of himself, may in some
measure be applied to them, « the Son can do nothing of himself,
but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he
doeth,. these also doth the Son likewise,” John'v. 19. Paul’s
exhortation is excellent, Eph. v. 1. ¢ be ye followers of God as
dear children.” -

XXXI. 8dly. A true and sincere love of God. Even nature
teacheth this. For what genuine son does not love his father ?
This law is not only writtén, but born with us. And this love
arises, partly from the consideration of the most amiable per-
fection sof.f ) which. his cbt;wﬂdm are ,:mitted to contem-

e in a familiar way, seai ing in his beauty, Isa. xxxiii.
gl';-‘l’ml. Ixiii. & Partl “;gm thke”gys of the divine love re-
flected upon them, whereby they cannot but be inflamed, 1 John
iv.: 19. They never attentively reflect on this love, but they
Jook upon the whole capacity of their soul, as insufficient to make
due returns of love.

XXXII. 4thly. A filial fear and obedience, Mal i. 6. 1 Pet. i.
1. flowing from the foresaid love, which forbids them to do
any thing that may displease God, and cannot bear to see his
honour impaired by any other, Psal. xlii. 8, 10. On the con-
trary, it makes the person cheerful and ready in all the duties
of religion, John xiv. 21. does not ¢ iffer him to be at rest, if
haply Ey any ill advised conduct he should provoke God, and
be depnived of the sight of his blessed and gracious face as for-
merly. In fine, this constrains him to fall down in profound
reverence, at the feet of his Father, and with sorrow and tears,

1

-

-~"-LL e

PREFURTRES - - g

-



v

=

e~

tains for all thosg m whom be cbserves the image of :Gad, .and
a participation of the same .grace with bimeelf. A» that n:
‘tural affection of Joseph, for his.bruther Ben . dispoy
itoelf by the most tokens, Gen. xlv. 14, 15. so likewise
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- X . But besides, .there are some
love which God vouchsafes only to his own children. . The
Lord, indeed, is to all: ‘and Rés dender mercies are .over.
all bis works, Peal. cxlv. 9. But he reserves a certain pecu-
hnundunparalle}ed_goodneuforhuelect of which the Psalme.,
ist says, Peal. xxiii. 1.: Tywly God .is ‘to Jevuel; even to
such as ave of o clean heort. Hence it is, that, while they.are,
sousetimes ravished on high by his Spirit, -he surrounds' them
with the beams of his supercelestial light, gives them a view of
his face shining with the brightest love, kisses them ‘with the,
hnuoflmnouth,ndnntstbeu tq:bemostendeqinﬁ‘emm!l;

dz’i!k of rivers'of boney and , and often in ;he
est drought of the'parched soul, when ni%
There are many more mymnenn thlslewet -intercoyiesé.

our heavenly - whach helievees sometindes seo, tmate and
fed,and‘whdnmpennftbelwned «can represent,.as theyde-.
secve. -And itis.ot fit, that the spirit of men should-besun,
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. . ‘
to-see whether thgse things, which we said, were the marks or
eharlacterilfgtfé:f the eh'. of bGaOd,m to be found in us:
as also_whether, at any time, we have experienced, in er,
o ke of o o el o o e
us , exciting, inflaming, ¢ ing, an i

mrds our othet:wn?se dull drow:ymng hearts. m‘:gn our
spirit discovers these things by evident indications, then it con-
fidently testifies that we are the children of Ged, represents that
truth to our minds, and gives us to know it, and enable us to
say, this I knosw, for God is for me, Psal. lvi. 9.

XXXVI. These thinf, indeed, tend greatly to the consola-
tion of God’s children: but when, both by scripture and ex-
perience, they know, that their heart is deceitful, and that the
are assured by the wisest of kings, that ke that trusteth in hss
own heart is a fool, Prov. xxvii. 26.; and as they weuld not
wish to be deceiveg in nothing less than in this, which of all others
is of the greatest moment; then at length they entirely acquiesce,

. when to the mﬁmqf their own spirit is superadded that

of the Spirit of This is what David wrestled for by
earnest prayer with God, Psal. xxxv. 3. say unto my soul, thou
art my salvation. ' :
XiXVII. That testimony is given principally in this man-
ner : first, the Spirit of God makes those holy habits, which, we

_said, were the distinguishing marks of the children of Ged, and

which at times are often involved in much darkness and covered
with much rubbish and filth, to shine with clearness in their
sou), and, as it were, readily present themselves to the contem-
plation of the mind, when examining itself. And then excites
our spirit, otherwise read{)oto faint, to the diligent obeervation
of the things in our mind, both transacted inand by it, enlightens
the eyes of the understanding with supernatural light, to pre-
vent our being deceived by what is specious rather than solid,
or our overlooking those things, on the observation of which our
consolation depends. There is smoreover a certain internal im-
pulse, which no human lmguaoge can explain, immediately as-
suring God’s beloved people of their adoption, no less than if

were carried up to the third heavens, and bad heard it au-
dibly from God’s own mouth; as the apostles formerly heard
in the holy mount a voice from the excellent glory, 2 Pet. i. 17.
Lastly, seeing no testimony is stronger than that which is prov-
ed by facts, the Spirit of God does not leave himself without
witness in that respect; for he excites generous motions and
the sweetest raptures in believers, and d(ﬁi:‘hts them with con-
solatious so ravishing and ecstatical, and even exceeding all
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not
exc
owe sach clar indiatios of his o the prophets,
ve su ear indications is maj to ts, as to
eave no room for doubt; so inlil't':szanner, the Spinit, the
Comforter, irradiates the minds of the elect with such s of
light, that they can easily distinguish him from the spirit of
darkness. But, as the proper sound of any voice cannot be
distinguished but by the gzn‘ng of it ; so thease things are only
to be learned by experienee. .
XXXIX. But the Spirit of God does not usually comfort
the elect with such tidings, unless their hearts are first
broken by a long continued acknowledgment of their sins, and L
a deep sense of their misery, Isa.1xi. 1, 8. and lvii. 15,18. /
Generally a boisterous wind before the rending of moun-  *
tains, and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord, and an
earthquake and a fire, before the still small voice is heard.
1 Kings xix. 28. This balm is poured only into the broken
heart, Psal. Li. 8. 4
XL. And the souls of the elect are never refreshed with the
sweet consolation of the Spirit, but they are at the same time, ;
inflamed with the love of God, and excited to the vigorous exer- j
cise of strict religion. The same Spirit, who is the Comforter,
is also, by the same act, the Sai “fier, Ps © °~ ‘8. Norcan

it be otherwise. 'When the so { 8pirit bim- ~
self of the infinite love of God _{ : Fts out inte”
a ofmutuallovlzdb?gn sest than'

ivipgs ; saying, ¢ y \ in a me
2“'8! ‘yngandnndemw we 7

son ! Hast thou thyseli de-*

shedding abroad thy )~

thou hast given m-
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thee to the utmost of my power! O! that I was emptied
zgeezerytbin else, that I y t be filled with thy love ! and

this is an u bted token of the Holy Spirit, when the man,

who rejoices in soul, is, at the same time, become more ardent
in love to God, and more cheerful in his worship. The spirit
of the flesh and of hell, with its deceitful allurements, intends
thing else besides this.
1. We have indeed delivered these things, in a very im-
‘ect manner, on this mystical subject, which is the msrrow
of internal Christianity ; which, that the Holy Spirit himself
may inwardly teach * those who are consecrated to God, and
exhibit to their eyes, ears, and taste, we ardently pray. So be
it, Lord Jesus ! AMEN.

* The suthor’s words are, Nasireros suos doceat, teach his Nasarites, but as thet
sounds barsh in English, I therefore have expressed his meaning by s parsphrase.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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