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Ch. xx. 23.] Ezorcitations upon St. John. 445

Now that we may understand the words that are before us,
let us a little consider what is said, Luke xxiv. 46: “ Thus it
is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise’
from the dead the third day: and that repentance and re-
mission of sins should be preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Which words we may
suppose he spoke before he uttered what is in this verse.
And so might there not, upon the ocoasion of those words,
arise some such scruple as this in the apostles’ breasts: *Is
it 8o indeed ! must remission of sins be preached to those in
Jerusalem who have stained themselves with the blood of the
Messiah himself ? ¢ Yes,” saith he, ¢ for whose soever sins ye
remit, they are remitted unto them.”’” To this those words
of his upon the cross havé some reference, Luke xxiii. 34 ;
« Father, forgive them,” &c. And, indeed, upon what foun-
dation, with what confidence could the apostles have preached
remission of sins to such wretched men, who had so wickedly,
so cruelly, murdered their own Lord, the Lord of life, unless
authorized to it by a peculiar commission granted to them
from their Lord himself?

"Av Twov xparijre, xexpdryrar Whose soever ye retain, they
are retained.] Besides the negative included in these words,
that is, “If you do not remit them, they shall not be re-
mitted,” there is something superadded that is positive.
That is,

I. There is granted to them a power of smiting the rebel-
lious with present death, or some bodily stroke.

II. A power of delivering them over to Satan. Whence
had St. Peter that power of striking Ananias and Sapphira
with so fatal a bolt, whence St. Paul that of striking Elymas
blind, whence of delivering over Hymeneus and Alexander
to Satan, if not from this very commission given them by
Ohrist? Christ himself never exercised this power himself.
There was not one person whom he struck either with death
or any afflictive disease: some indeed he raised, when they
had been dead, and infinite numbers of the sick and diseased,
whom he cured : he snatched several from the power of the
devils ; he delivered none to them. That the apostles there-
fore might be capable of performing things of so high a nature, -

t Leusden’s edit., vol. ii. p. 679.
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it was necessary they should be backed and encouraged by a
peculiar authority: which if we find not in this clause,
““ Whose soever gins ye retain, they are retained,” where
should we look for it? And therefore, when he endows his
apostles with a power which he never thought fit to exercise
in his own person, no wonder if he does it by a singular and
unusual action ; and that was ¢ breathingupon them,’ ver. 22.

But we must know, that whereas, amongst other mighty
powers conferred, we reckon that as one, viz. ¢ delivering over
unto Satan,’ we are far from meaning nathing else by it but
¢ excommunication.” What the Jews themselves meant by
that kind of phrase, let us see by one instance.:

MMbW® FTED MWD WAT WL PN YN« Those
two men of Cush that stood before Solomon, Elihoreph and Ahijah
the scribes, sons of Shausha. On a certain day Solomon saw
the angel of death weeping: be said, - Why weepest thou?
He answered, 2T Y2 WU NN W5 R WAT NPT
¢ Because thess two Cushites entreat me that they may continue here.’
Solomon ﬁ"W’? WMDY delivered them over to the devil, who
brought them to the borders of Luz; and when they were
come to the borders of Luz they died.”

Gloss: “ He calls them Cushites [ironically], because they
were very beautiful. They ¢ entreat me that they might con-
tinue here.” For the time of their death was now come: but
the angel of death could not take their souls away, because it
had been decreed that they should not die but at the gates
of Luz. Solomon therefore delivered them over DT fo the
devils ; for he reigned over the devils, as it is written, * And
Solomon sat upon the throne of the Lord, for he reigned
nrnn S povoyn by over thoss things that are abovs,
and thoss things that ars below.” ”’

Josephus also makes mention of the power that Solomon
had over the devilst. T[lapéoxe & alrg padeiv 6 Oeds, xal T
xara 1@V dawdvev Téxumv: God taught him an art against
demons. The belief of either of these stories is at the liberty
of the reader. Only from the former we may make this ob-
servation, That a power of ‘delivering over to Satan’ was,
even in the Jews’ opinion, divine and miragulous. We ac-
knowledge this to have been in the apostles, and in the apo-

s Succah, fol. 53. 1.t Antigq. lib. 8. cap. 2. [Hudson,p. 339. 14.] [viii. 2.5.]
u Enggshfolio edit., vol. ii. p. 623.
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stles only: and T know nowhere, if not in the words we are
now treating of, from whence otherwise the original of this
-power and authority can be derived.

ITL. It seems further, that at this very time was granted
to the apostles a commission to confer the Holy Spirit on
those whom they found qualified, and that in these words,
““Receive yo the Holy Ghost:" i.e. “ Receive ye it to dis-
tribute it to others.” For although it cannot be denied but
that they received the Holy Ghost for other reasons also, and
to other ends, of which we have already discoursed; yet is
not this great end to be excluded, which seemed the highest
and noblest endowment of all, viz. that Christ breathing upon
them inspired them with the Holy Ghost, with this mighty
authority and privilege, that they should be capable of dis-
pensing it to others also.

Ver. 24: Ouwpas, 6 Aeyduevos Aldupos, ok v per’ avrér
But Thomas, called Didymus, was not with them.] 1. The evan-
gelist does not here, as the writers of lexicons, render the sig-
nification of a Hebrew name into Greek, when he tells us,
“ Thomas is also called Didymus;” but only lets us know that as
he was called Thomas among the Hebrews, so was he called
Didymus among the Greeks. There is not another amongst
the twelve apostles of whom this is said. Simon indeed is
called Petor; but these are really too distinct names: so was
Nathanael called Bartholomew: but Thomas and Didymus
both one name, of one signification in different languages.
Perhaps Thomas was born in some place where the Jews and
the Greeks promiscuously inhabited: such a place was the
region of Decapolis; and so by the Hebrews he might be
called by his Hebrew name, and the Greck by the Greeks.

I1. The disciples had all fled and were dispersed when
Christ was apprehended, Mark xiv. 50, except Peter and John.
Whence it is said in ver. 2 of this chapter, that Mary Mag-
dalene came to Peter, and  to the other disciple, x whom Jesus
loved ;” for she knew where she might find #hem ; and so she
could not for the rest. And thus scattered, as it should seem,
they passed over the sabbath day; but when they heard that
their Lord was risen, then they begin to associate again.

x Leusden’s edition, vol. ii. p. 68o.
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But as yet Thomas had not got amongst them; and indeed
Peter himself had been absent too, but that having seen the
Lord he returned from Emmaus. _

II1. Thomas therefore not being present when our Saviour
breathed on the rest and gave them the Holy Ghost, are we
to suppose that he, by his absence, was deprived of this gift
and privilege? No surely, for it was a privilege common to the
whole apostolate, and peculiar to them as Apostles: so that
however by his absence he might have missed of it, yet by
reason of his apostolacy he could not. St. Paul, distant with
a witness [longissime absens) while these things happened, both
from the apostleship and religion too, yet when made an
apostle, was withal adorned with this privilege.

Ver. 25: 'Edv py Bw, &c. Except I shall ses, &c.] They
judge Moses once to have been thus weak and wavering in
his faithy: « When the holy blessed God said to Moses, Go
down, for the people have corrupted themselves; he took the
tables, and would not believe that Israel had sinned, saying,
PRND MR NN R DR I T do not ses, I will mot
beliove.””

“Thouz Racha, wouldest thou not have believed if thou
hadst not seen !”

Ver. 26: Oupar xexhewopévor: The doors being shut.) 1
would not easily believe that the intention of the evangelist
in this place was to let us know that Christ penetrated the
doors with his body ; but rather that the doors were shut for
fear of the Jews, as ver. 19; which he also reiterates in this
verse, that he might let us know the disciples were still at
Jerusalem, where their greatest danger lay. On the morrow,
probably, they were to make towards Galilee.

Ver. 298: Maxdpiot oi u3 l8dvres, xal moredoavress Blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have belicved.] ¢ R. Simeon
Ben Lachish saithb, ¢ The proselyte is more beloved by the
holy blessed God than that whole crowd that stood before
mount Sinai. For unless they had heard the thunderings,
and seen the flames and lightnings, the hills trembling, and
the trumpets sounding, they had not received the law. But

Y Shemoth Rabba, fol. 160. 1. 8 English folio edit., vol.ii. p. 624.
z Midr. Tillin, fol. 38. 4.. b Tanchum, fol. 8. 1.
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the proselyte hath seen nothing of all this, and yet hath come
in, devoting himself to the holy blessed God, and hath taken
upon him the kingdom of heaven.”

CHAP. XXI

VER. 2: Sluwv [Nérpos, xal Owpis, &c. Simon Peter, and
Thomas, &c.] Here are seven of the disciples mentioned, and
but five of them named. Those two whose names are not
recited probably were Philip and Andrew; as the four that
were absent at the time were the sons of Alpheus, Matthew,
Judas, Simeon, and James. Compare those that are men-
tioned, chap.i; and you may reasonably suppose the person
not named there, ver. 37. 40, might be Thomas.

Ver. 3: “Y'rdyw d\iedew I go a fishing.] Christ had ordered
his apostles to meet him at a mountain in Galilee, Matt.
xxviii. 16. It is plain, ver. 14, that he had not yet appeared
to them there: so that it is something strange how they durst
keep away from that mountain, and how the four newly men-
tioned durst be absent from the rest of their number.
They knew the mountain without doubt; and if they knew
not the time wherein Christ would make his appearance
amongst them, why should they not abide continually there in
attendance for him ¢

It should seem, that they did not look for him till the
Lord’s day, which had not yet been since they were come
into Galilee. And perhaps the sons of Alpheus had, in their
return from Jerusalem, betaken themselves amongst their
relations, determining to be at that mountain on the Lord’s
day. These seven dwelt not far off the mountain, which was
near Capernaum, and hard by the sea of Galilee: only Na-
thanael, who dwelt more remote in Cana, towards the extreme
north parts of that sea. He was not yet gone home, but,
waiting the appointed time, stayed here. Peter and Andrew
dwelt in Capernaum, and so, probably, did James and John :
Philip in Bethsaida, and Thomas (as we may conjecture from
his Greek name Didymus) probably lived amongst the Syro-
Grecians in Gadara, or Hippo, or some place in that country
of Decapolis, not very far from Gennesaret.

Ver. 5: Mawla: Children.] By what word soever Christ

LIGHTFOOT, VOL. III. g
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expressed this children to them, whether MYAMM, or N"‘?D-
as the Syriac; or NPT, or N1 ; it seems to be a very
familiar and gentle compellation, that his disciples, from that
very salutation of his, might discern him. They did not know
him by sight, as appears, ver. 4: he would have them know
him, therefore, by the title he gave them.

Mpoodpdyor: Any meat.] myob ", which is very usual
amongst the Rabbins, may not unfitly be renderedc mpoodd-
yiov, i. e. meat for one single repast: as if Christ should have
said, ¢ Children, have ye anyd meat with you sufficient for a
breakfast or a dinner ¥’ Bat if mpoospdyiov should signify any
sort of meat that must be eaten with bread, as Camerarius
thinks, then Christ’s words seem to have this meaning:
“ Here, I have bread with me: have you taken any thing,
that we may eat this bread !” and so {1W2 meat may be distin-
guished from BN bread.

Ver. 15: ’Ayands pe mhelov robrwr; Lovest thow me more
than these ] Why more than thess? Might it not have been
enough to have said, “as well as these?” For what reason
had he to expect that Peter should love him more than the
rest did? especially more than St. John, whom Christ himself
had so loved, and who had stuck so close to him?

Christ seems, therefore, to reflect upon Peter’s late con-
fidence, not without some kind of severity and reproof: q. d.
“ Thou saidst, O Simon, a little while ago, that thou wouldst
never forsake me, no, not though all the other disciples
should. Thou didst profess beyond all the rest that thou
wouldst rather die than deny me; thou wouldst follow me
to prison, to death ; nay, lay down thy own life for me. What
sayest thou now, Simon? Dost thou yet love me mors than
these # If thou thinkest thou art providede, and canst hazard
thy life for me, feed my sheep; and for my sake do thou
expoge thy life, yea, and lay it down for them.”

Bdoxe a &pvia pov: Feed my lambs.] If there be any thing
in that threefold repetition, Feed, Feed, Feed, we may most
fitly apply it to the threefold object of St. Peter’s ministry, viz.
the Gentiles, the Jew, and the Israelites of the ten tribes.

I. To him were committed, by his Lord, the keys of the

¢ Leusden’s edit., vol.ii. p. 681. 4 English folio edit., vol. ii. p. 625.
© Si paratus es et adhuc vitse jacturam facere, &c. Orig. Latin.
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kingdom of heaven, Matt. xvi; that he might open the door
of faith and the gospel to the Gentiles, which he did in his
preaching it to Cornelius.

II. In sharing out the work of preaching the gospel
amongst the three ministers of the circumecision, his lot fell
amongst the Jews in Babylon. James’s lot was amongst
the Jews in Palestine and Syria: and John's amongst the
Hellenists in Asia.

IT1. Now amongst the Jews in Babylon were mixed the
Israelites of the ten tribes; and to them did the gospel come
by the ministry of St. Peter, as I have shewn more at large
in another treatise.

To this, therefore, have the words of our Saviour a plain
reference ; namely, putting Peter in mind, that whereas he
had, with so much confidence and assurance of himself, made
such professions of love and constancy beyond the other dis-
ciples, pretending to a wonderful resolution of laying down
his very life in that behalf, that he would now shew his zeal
and courage in * feeding the sheep’ of Christ :—* Thou canst
not, Simon, lay down thy life for me, as thou didst once
promise ; for I have myself laid down my own life, and taken
it up again. ¢ Feed thou my sheep,’ therefore ; and be ready

-to lay down thy life for them, when it shall come- to be re-
quired of thee.”

So that what is here said does not so much point out
Peter’s primacy, as his danger: nor so much the privilege
as the bond of his office, and at last his martyrdom: for
that our Saviour had this meaning with him, is plain, because,
immediately after this, he tells him by what death he should
glorify God, ver. 18.

Ver. 22: 'Edv alrdv 0é\e pévew &us &pyopar If I will that
he tarry till I come.) Tl I come: that is, till 1 come to
destroy the city and nation of the Jews. As to this kind of
phrase, take & few instances :—

Our Saviour saith, Matt. xvi. 28, “ There be some standing
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of
man coming in his kingdom :” which must not be understood
gf his coming to the last judgment; for there was not one
standing there that could live till that time: nor ought it to
be understood of the resurrection, as some would have it ; for

6g2
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probably not only some, but, in & manner, all that stood there
lived till that time. His coming therefore, in this place,
must be understood of his coming to take vengeance against
those enemies of his which would not have him to rule over
them, as Luke xix. 12, 27.

Perhaps it will not repent him that reads the Holy Scrip-
tures to observe these few things :

I. Thatf the destruction of Jerusalem and the whole
Jewish state is described as if the whole frame of this world
were to be dissolved. Nor is it strange, when God destroyed
his habitation and city, places once so dear to him, with so
direful and sad an overthrow; his own people, whom he ac-
counted of as much or more than the whole world beside,
by so dreadful and amazing plagues. Matt. xxiv. 29, 30,
“ The sun shall be darkened, &. Then shall appear the
«gign of the Son of man,” &c; which yet are said to fall out
within that generation, ver. 34. 2 Pet. iii. 10, “ The heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat,” &c. Compare with this Deut. xxxii.
22, Heb. xii. 26 : and observe that by eloments are under-
stood the Mosaic elements, Gal. iv. g, Coloss. ii. 20: and you
will not doubt that St. Peter speaks only of the conflagration
of Jerusalem, the destruction of the nation, and the abolisling
the dispensation of Moses.

Rev. vi. 12, 14; “The sun became black as sackecloth of
hair, &ec. and the heaven departed as a scroll when it is
rolled together,” &c. Where, if we take notice of the fore-
going plagues, by which, according to the most frequent
threatenings, he destroyed that people, viz. the sword, ver. 4,
famine, ver. 5, 6, and the plague, ver. 8; withal comparing
those words,  Then shall they begin to say to the mountains,
Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us,” with Luke xxiii. 30;
it will sufficiently appear, that by those phrases is understoods
the dreadful judgment and overthrow of that nation and city.
With these also agrees that of Jer. iv, from ver. 22 to 28, and
clearly enough explains this phrase. To this appertain those
and other such expressions as we meet with, 1 Cor. x. 11,
““On us the ends of the world are come;”’ and 1 Pet. iv. z,
¢ The end of all things is at hand.”

t English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 626. & Leusden’s edition, vol.ii. p. 682,
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II. With reference to this, and under this notion, the
times immediately preceding this ruin are called ¢ the last
days,” and the last times, oYY DMION that is, the last
times of the Jewish city, nation, economy. This manner of
speaking frequently occurs : whioh let our St. John himself
interpret, 1 John ii. 18; “ ¢ There are many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time:’ and that this
nation is upon the very verge of destruction, when as it hath
already arrived at the utmost pitch of infidelity, apostasy, and
wickedness.”

II1. With the eame reference it is, that the times and
state of things immediately following the destruction of Jeru-
salem are called ¢a new oreation,’ ‘ new heavens,’ and ‘a new
earth,’ Isa. Ixv. 17; “Behold, I create a new heaven and a
new earth,” When should that be? Read the whole chapter;
and you will find the Jews rejected and cut off; and from
that time is that new creation of the evangelical world among
the Gentiles.

Compare 2 Cor. v. 17 and Rev. xxi. 1, 2; where, the old
Jerusalem being cut off and destroyed, & new one suoceeds ;
and new heavens and a new earth are created.

2 Pet. iii.13: “ We, according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth.” The heavens and the earth of the
Jewish church and commonwealth must be all on fire, and the
Mosaic elements burnt up : but we, acoording to the promise
made to us by Isaiah the prophet, when all these are consumed,
look for the new creation of the evangelical state.

IV. The day, the time, and the manner of the execution of
this vengeance upon this people are called, ¢ the day of the
Lord,’ ¢ the day of Christ,” ¢ his coming in the clouds, in his
glory, in his kingdom.” Nor is this without reason ; for from
hence doth this form and mode of speaking take its rise:

Christ had not as yet appeared but in a state of humility ;
contemned, blasphemed, and at length murdered by the Jews:
his gospel rejected, laughed at, and trampled under foot : his
followers pursued with extreme hatred, persecution, and death
itself. At length, therefore, he displays himself in his glory,
his kingdom, and power; and calls for those cruel enemies of
his, that they may be slain before him.

Acts ii. 20: “ Before that great and notable day of the
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Lord come.” Let us take notice how St. Peter applies that
prophecy of Joel to those very times; and it will be clear
enough, without any commentary, what that * day of the
Lord’ is.

2 Thess. ii. 2: * As that the day of Christ is at hand,” &e.
To this also do those passages belong, Heb. x. 37, “ Yet a
little while, and he that shall come will come:™ James v. 9;
“ Behold, the judge standeth before the door:” Rev.i.7; “ He
cometh with clouds:” and xxii. 12 ; “ Behold, I come quickly.”
With many other passages of that nature, all which must be
understood of Christ’s coming in judgment and vengeance
against that wicked nation : and in this very sense must the
words now before us be taken, and no otherwise, “1 will that
he tarry till I come:” “ For thy part, Peter, thou shalt suffer
death by thy countrymen the Jews: but as for him, I will
that he shall tarry till I come and avenge myself upon this
generation: and if I will so, what is that to thee?” The story
that is told of both these apostles confirms this exposition ;
for it is taken for granted by all that St.Peter had his crown
of martyrdom before Jerusalem fell; and St. John survived
the ruins of it.

Ver. 248: Kal ofdaper 8ri dAnbis dorw %) paprvpla adrod:
And we know that his testimony <s true.] The evangelist had
said before, chap. xix. 35, ¢ He knoweth that he saith true ;”
and here in this place he changeth the person, saying, * Ws
know that his testimony is true.”

I. One would believe that this was an idiotism in the
Chaldee and Syriac tongue, to make oRauev, * We’ inow, and
olda, ‘I’ know, the same thing : which is not unusual in other
languages also; Josh. ii. 9, YT, I know. The Targumist
bath N3}, which you would believe to be We know. 1 Sam.
xvii. 28, "M Y, I know. Targumist, RIWT RIN, We
know. So amongst the Talmudists, NIV ¢ NN which
seems to be, We know, We say. And indeed sometimes, nay
most frequently, they so signify: but sometimes the word
RN, 7, is included : so that N should be NIAR YT, and
so of the rest: which appears very clearly in that expressionh,

WM RN D S RN Tl me what T am to s in
& English folio edition, vol. ii. p. 627. h Beracoth, fol. 56. 1.
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my dream. For that eo it must be rendered, J am to ses, the
Gloss and context direct us: where ¥ is NRIR WM. We
will not, therefore, in this place take oldauer, * We’ inow, for
olda, ¢ I" know, although the sense might not be very disagree-
able if we did so. But,

I1. We suppose the evangelist, both here and chap xix. 35,
referreth to an eyewitness, or atréwrs. For in all judicial
causes the ocular testimony prevailed. If any person should
testify that he himself saw the thing done, paprvpla aired #»
A, his witness must be received : for JORY éAqfis, tru when
it is said of any testimony, does not signify barely that which
18 trus, but that which was to be believed and entertained for a
sure and irrefragable evidence. So that the meaning of these
words is this: ¢ This is the disciple who testifies of these
things and wrote them: and we all know that such a testi-
mony obtains in all judgments whatever; for he was an eye-
witness, and saw that which he testifies.”

Sor1 Deo GLoRIA.
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