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xxil LIFE, ACTS, AND DOINGS

sudden departure it was manifest that they would not have
him to appear, but rather to have fled out of the realm.
They knew that his constancy should deface them in their
popery, and confirm the godly in the truth.

Thus master Latimer being sent for, and coming up to
London through Smithfield, where merely he said that Smith~
field had long groaned for him, was brought before the
council ; where he patiently bearing all the mocks and taunts
given him by the scornful papists, was cast again into the
Tower; where being assisted with the heavenly grace of
Christ, sustained most patient imprisonment a long time, not-
withstanding the cruel and unmerciful handling of the lordly
papists, which thought then their kingdom would never fall :
yet he shewed himself not only patient, but also cheerful, in
and above all that which they could or would work against
him ; yea, such a valiant spirit the Lord gave him, that he
was able not only to despise the terribleness of prisons and
torments, but also to deride and laugh to scorn the doings of
his enemies. It is not unknown to the ears of many what he
answered to the lieutenant, being then in the Tower. For when
the lieutenant’s man upon a tiie came to him, the aged father,
kept without fire in the frosty winter, and well nigh starved
for cold, merely bade the man tell his master, that if he did
not look the better to him, perchance he would deceive him.

The lieutenant, hearing this, bethought himself of these
words, and fearing lest that indeed he thought to make some
escape, began to look more straitly to his prisoner. And
8o coming to him, beginneth to charge him with his words,
reciting the same unto him which his man had told him
before ; how that if he were not better looked unto, perchance
he would deceive them, &ec. ¢ Yea, master lieutenant, so I
said,” quod he, “for you look, I think, that I should burn:
but except you let me have some fire, I am like to deceive
your expectation ; for I am like here to starve for cold.”

Many such-like answers and reasons, merry, but savoury,
proceeding not from a vain mind, but from a constant and
quiet reason, proceeded from that man, declaring a firm and
stable heart, little passing for all this great blustering of such
termagants, but rather deluding the same. Neither is it easy
to say whether the doings and proceedings of the papists
were more to be lamented for their detestable absurdity of




OF MASTER HUGH LATIMER. xxiil

grave persons, or else more to be scorned and derided for
their so trifling and extreme folly. What Democritus or whether the
Calphurnius could abstain from laughter, beholding only the Sofgsre

more to be

fashion of their mass from the beginning to the latter end, ':'?.:"&"ﬁ
with such turning, returning, half turning and whole turning,
such kissing, blissing, crouching, becking, crossing, knocking,
ducking, washing, rinsing, lifting, touching, fingering, whis-
pering, stopping, dipping, bowing, licking, wiping, sleeping,
shifting, with an hundred things more? What wise man, I
say, seeing such toyish gauds, can keep from laughter ? And
what be all the pope’s doings, with the whole circumstance of
his religion and manner of his popelings, but matters almost
to be laughed at, &c.? But to return again where as we left.
Thus master Latimer passing a long time in the Tower with
as much patienee as a man in his case could do, from thence
he was transported to Oxford, with doctor Cranmer arch-
bishop of Canterbury, and master Ridley bishop of London,
there to dispute upon articles sent down from Gardiner
bishop of Winchester, as is before touched; the manner and
order of which disputations between them and the univer-
sity doetors is also before sufficiently expressed. Where also
it is declared, how and by whom the said Latimer, with
his other fellow-prisoners, were condemned after the disputa-
tions, and so committed again to the prison, where they con-
tinued from the month of April above-mentioned to this present
month of October : where they were most godly occupied,
either with brotherly conference, or with fervent prayer,
or with fruitful writing. Albeit master Latimer, by reason
of the feebleness of his age, wrote least of them all in this
latter time of his imprisonment. But in prayer he was fer-
vently occupied, wherein oftentimes so long he continued
kneeling, that he was not able to rise without help; and
amongst other things, these were -three principal matters he
prayed for. First, that as God had appointed him to be &Thteu;
preacher of his word, so also he would ngehlmgraoe to
stand to his doctrine until his death, that he might give his ™
heart-blood for the same. Secondly, that God of his mercy
wouldrestm‘ehugospel to England once again; and these
words, ‘once again,’ ‘once again,’ he did so inculcate andOncennln.
beat into the ears of the Lord God, as though he had seen one dgain
God before him, and spoken to him face to face. The third
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matter was, to pray for the preservation of the queen’s
majesty that now is; whom in his prayer he was wont accus-
tomably to name, and even with tears desired God to make
her a comfort to his comfortless realm of England. These
were the matters he prayed for so earnestly ; neither were
these things of him desired in vain, as the good success there-
of after following did declare. For the Lord most graciously
did grant all these his requests.

First, concerning profession, even in the most extremity
the Lord graciously assisted him. For when he stood at the
stake without Bocardo-gate at Oxford, and the tormentors
about to set the fire upon him, and upon the learned and godly
bishop master Ridley, he lifted up his eyes towards heaven
with an amiable and comfortable countenance, saying these
words: Fidelis est Deus, qui non sinit nos tentari supra
td quod possumus ; “ God is faithful, which doth not suffer
us to be tempted above our strength.” And so afterwards
by and by shed his blood in the cause of Christ; the which
blood ran out of his heart in such abundance, that all those
that were present, being godly, did marvel to see the most
part of the blood in lns body so to be gathered to his heart,
and with such violence to gush out, his body being opened by
the force of the fire: by the which thing God most gra-
ciously granted his request, which was that he might shed his
beart-blood in the defence of the gospel.

How mercifully the Lord heard his second request, in
restoring his gospel once again to this realm, these present
days can bear record. And what then shall England say
now for her defence, which, so mercifully visited and re-.
freshed with the word of God, so unthankfully considereth
either her own misery past, or the great benefit of God now
present? The Lord be merciful unto us!

Again, concerning his third request, it seemeth likewise
most effectuously granted, to the great praise of God, the fur-
therance of his gospel, and to the unspeakable comfort of this
realm. For whether at the request of his prayer, or of other
God’s holy eaints, or whether God was moved with the cry
of his whole church, the truth is, that when all was deplorate
and in a desperate case, and so desperate that the enemies
mightily flourished and triumphed, God’s word banished,
Spaniards received, no place left for Christ’s servants to cover
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their heads,—suddenly the Lord called to remembrance his
mercy, and forgetting our former iniquity, made an end of
all these miseries, and wrought a marvellous change of things,
at the change whereof she was appointed and anointed, for
whom this grey-headed father Latimer so earnestly prayed
in his imprisonment ; through whose true, natural, and impe-
rial crown the brightness of God’s word was set up again to
confound the dark and false-visored kingdom of antichrist,
the true temple of Christ re-edified, the captivity of sorrow.
ful - Christians released, which so long was wished for in the
prayers of so many good men, specially of this faithful and
true servant of the Lord, master Latimer. The same God,
which at the request of his holy and faithful saints hath
poured upon us such benefits of his mercy, peace, and tran-
quillity, assist our most virtuous and christian prince and her
subjects, that every one in his state and calling we may so
serve his glory, and walk in their wholesome example, that
we lose not that which they have obtained, but may proceed
in all faithfulness to build and keep up the house and temple
of the Lord, to the advancing of his glory, and our everlast-
ing comfort in him ! And thus much concérning the prayers
of master Latimer, to the which prayers only he gave him-
self, as I said, in this his latter imprisonment: for else we
read but little that he did write at Oxford, save only a few
lines to one mistress Wilkinson of London, a godly matron, an Mistrem
exile also for the gospel sake, and by whom divers of God’s "“
saints and learned bishops, as master Hooper the bishop of
Hereford, master Coverdale, master Latimer, master Cranmer,
with many more, were graciously supported and relieved, the
copy and effect of which letter here followeth®.

- » » » -

And thus hast thou, gentle reader, the whole life both of
master Ridley and of master Latimer, two worthy doers in
the church of Christ, severally and by themselves set forth
and described to thee, with all their doings, writings, dispu-
tations, sufferings, their painful travails, faithful preachings,
studious service in Christ’s church, their patient imprison-
ment, and constant fortitude in that which they had taught,
with all other their proceedings from time to time, since their
first institution to this present year and month of queen

[! Seo p. 444.]
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Mary, being the month of October, anno 1555. In the
which month they were both brought forth together to their
final examination and execution. Wherefore, as we have
heretofore declared both their lives severally and distinctly
one from the other, 0 now joining them both together, as
they both joined together in one cause and kind of suffering,
go will we by the grace of Christ prosecute the rest that
remaineth concerning their latter examination, disgrading, and
constant martyrdom, with the order and manner also of the
commissioners, to wit, master White, bishop of Lin-
coln, master Brockes, bishop of Gloucester, with
others, and what were their words, their
objections, their orations set out as it
was, and what again were the
answers of these men to the
same, as in process
here followeth to
be seen’.

()

[@ See pp. 278—293 of this volume, and also the volume of Bishop
Ridley’s works, pp. 255—299.]



LATIMER’S FIRST CONVERSION AT CAMBRIDGE.

[Printed by Strype®, Eccl. Mem, 111. i. 368, Oxf. Harl. MS. No, 422, Art. 12.]

WaeN as it pleased Almighty God to call Mr Hugh
Latimer unto the knowledge of the truth of God’s holy word
by the godly lecture of divinity, read by Mr Geo. Stafford®
in the university school at Cambridge, and of a Saul had, as
it were, made him a very Paul; for otherwise, all the days
of his life he had bestowed his time in the labyrinth study of
the school-doctors, as in Dunce', Dorbell®, Tho. of Aquine®,
Hugo de Victore’, with such like; insomuch that, being
mightily affected that way, he of purpose (perceiving the
youth of the university inclined to the reading of the scrip-
tares, leaving off those tedious authors and kinds of study,
being a bachelor of divinity, and for his gravity and years
preferred to the keeping of the University Cross, which no
man had to do withal but such an one as in sanctimony of
life excelled other) came into the Sophany® school among the
youth, there gathered together of daily custom to keep their
sophanis and disputations; and there most eloquently made
to them an oration, dissuading them from this new-fangled
kind of study of the scriptures, and vehemently persuaded
them to the study of the school-authors, which he did, not
long before that he was so mercifully called to the contrary.
And as he felt, by this his divine vocation, that all his other
study little profited him, but was. rather a stumbling-block

[® Strype observes, “I do now but transcribe from a writing of
Ralph Morice, bishop Cranmer’s secretary.”]

[® Foxe, Acts and Mon. Vol. mr. p. 376. Edit. 1684.]

{* Duns Scotus.]

[5 Nicholas Dorbell, a French Minorite, and a strenuous disciple
of Scotus. Cave, Hist. Liter. Append. p. 174. Oxon. 1743.]

[¢ Thomas Aquinas.]

{7 8ee Cave, Tom. I pp. 207 et seq.]}

[® Or Sophister, now abbreviated into Soph. This term designated,
at that time, a student who, having completed his studies in logic, was
authorised to take part in the disputations in the public schools of the
university.]
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unto him then intending to preach to the world the sincere
doctrine of the gospel; so he mightily, tracting no time,
preached daily in the university of Cambridge, both in Eng-
lish and ad clerum, to the great admiration of all men that
aforetime had known him of a contrary severe opinion.
Insomuch that bishop West®, then bishop of Ely, hearing of
this Mr Latimer’s conversion®, determined with himself to
come to hear him preach; but that should be sudden, and
withouten any intelligence to be given to Latimer. And so it
came to pass, that on a time when Mr Latimer had prepared
to preach in the university church a sermon ad clerum, in
Latin, the bishop, hearing thereof, came secretly and suddenly
from Ely, and entered into the university church, accom-
panied with certain men of worship (Latimer being then
well entered into his sermon); whose approach being honour-
able, Latimer gave place, and surceased from farther speaking
until the bishop and his retinue were quietly placed. That
done, after a good pause, Latimer beginneth to speak to his
auditory after this sort: “It is of congruence meet” (quoth
he) “that a new auditory, namely being® more honourable,
requireth a new theme, being a new argument to entreat of.
Therefore it behoveth me now to divert from mine intended
purpose, and somewhat to entreat of the homorable estate of
a bishop. Therefore let this be the theme, (quoth he)
Christus existens pontifex futurorum bomorum, &c.” This
text he so fruitfully* handled, expounding every word, and
setting forth the office of Christ so sincerely, as the true and
perfect pattern unto all other bishops that should succeed
him in his church, that the bishop then present might well
think of himself that he, nor none of his fellows, were of
that race of bishops which Christ meant to have succeed in
his church, but rather of the fellowship of Caiaphas and
Annas. : ,

This notwithstanding, the bishop, being a very wise and
politique worldly man, after the sermon finished called to him
Mr Latimer, and said, “ Mr Latimer, I heartily thank you for

[t Nicholas West, bishop of Ely, 1516—1533. Godwin, De Preesul.
pp- 271, et seq. Edit. Richardson.]

[? new conversion. Harl. MS.]

[8 audience being namely. Harl. MS.]

[4 so fruitfully he. Harl. MS.]
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your good sermon; assuring you that, if you will do one
thing at my request, I will kneel down and kiss your foot®
for the good admonition that I have received of your sermon;
assuring you that I never heard mine office so well and so
substantially declared before this time.” ¢ What is your
lordship’s pleasure that I should do for you?” quoth Mr
Latimer. ¢ Marry,” quoth the bishop, “that you will preach
me, in this place, one sermon against Martin Luther and his
doctrine.” Said then Mr Latimer again, “ My lord, I am
not acquainted with the doctrine of Luther; nor are we
permitted® here to read his works; and therefore it were
but a vain thing for me to refute his doctrine, not under-
standing what he hath written, nor what opinion he holdeth.
Sure I am,” quoth Latimer, ““that I have preached before
you this day no man’s doctrine, but only the doctrine of God
out of the scriptures. And if Luther do none otherwise than
I bhave done, there needeth no confutation of his doctrine.
Otherwise, when I understand that he doth teach against
the scripture, I will be ready with all my heart to confound
his doctrine, as much as lieth in me.” “« Well, well, Mr
Latimer, I perceive that you somewhat smell of the pan;
you will repent this gear one day.” And so the bishop,
never a whit amended by the sermon, practised with Mr
Latimer from that day forwards to put him-to silence; in-
somuch that grievous complaint was made of him by divers
papists of the university, as by Mr Tirrell [fellow of the
king’s hall] and others, unto cardinal Wolsey, that he preached
very seditious doctrine, infecting the youth of the university
with Luther’s opinions. = Whereupon the cardinal sent for
him to York place; and there attending upon the cardinal’s
pleasure he was called before him into his inner chamber by
the sound of a little bell, which the cardinal used to ring
when any person should come or approach unto him. When
Mr Latimer was before him, he well advised him, and said,
< Is your name Latimer ?” “ Yea, forsooth,” quoth Latimer.
“You seem,” quoth the cardinal, ““that you are of good
years nor no babe, but one that should wisely and soberly
use yourself in all your doings; and yet it is reported to
me of you, that you are much infected with this new fan-
(& feet, Harl, MS.]
[é nor we are not permitted, Harl. MS.]
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tastical doctrine of Luther and such like heretics; that youw
do very much harm among the youth, and other light heads,
with your doctrine.” Said Mr Latimer again, “ Your grace
is misinformed; for I ought to have some more knowledge
than to be so simply reported of, by reason that I have
studied in my time both of the ancient doctors of the church
and also of the school-doctors.” ¢ Marry, that is well said,”
quoth the cardinal; “I am glad to hear that of you; and
therefore,” quoth the cardinal, “ Mr doctor Capon', and you
Mr doctor Marshal, (both® being there present,) say you some-
what to Mr Latimer touching some question in Dunce.”
‘Whereupon Dr Capon propounded a question to Mr Latimer.
Mr Latimer, being fresh then of memory, and not discon-
tinued from study as those two doctors had been? answered
very roundly; somewhat helping them to cite their own
allegations rightly, where they had not truly nor perfectly
alleged them. The cardinal, perceiving the ripe and ready
answering of Latimer, said, “ What mean you, my masters,
to bring such a man before me into accusation? I had
thought that he had been some light-headed fellow that
never studied such kind of doctrine as the school-doctors are.
I pray thee, Latimer, tell me the cause why the bishop of
Ely and other doth mislike thy preachings : tell me the truth,
and I will bear with thee upon amendment.” Quoth Latimer,
“Your grace must understand that the bishop of Ely cannot
favour me, for that not long ago I preached before him in
Cambridge a sermon of this text, Christus existens pontifex,
ete., wherein I described the office* of a bishop so uprightly
as I might, according to the text, that never after he could
abide me; but hath not only forbidden me to preach in his
diocese, but also found the means to inhibit me from preach-
ing in the university.” “I pray you tell me,” quoth the
cardinal, “what thou didst preach before him upon that
text?” Mr Latimer plainly and simply (committing his
cause unto Almighty God, who is director of princes’ hearts)
declared unto the cardinal the whole effect of his sermon

[t Caponer, Harl. M8.]

[ as I suppose, both being, Harl. MS.]

[3 Dr Capon seems to have proceeded to his doctor’s degree in
1517 ; Dr Marshall in 1533.]

[4 estate, Harl. MS.]
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preached before the bishop of Ely. The cardinal, nothing
at all misliking the doctrine of the word of God that Latimer .
had preached, said unto him, “ Did you not preach any other
doctrine than you have rehearsed?” ¢ No, surely,” said
Latimer. And, examining thoroughly with the doctors what
else could be objected against him, the cardinal said unto
Mr Latimer, “ If the bishop of Ely cannot abide such doctrine
as you have here repeated, you shall have my licence, and
shall preach it unto his beard, let him say what he will.”
And thereupon, after a gentle monition given unto Mr
Latimer, the cardinal discharged him with his licence home
to preach throughout England.

Now, when Latimer came to Cambridge, every man
thought there that he had been utterly put to silence. Not-
withstanding, the next holiday after, he entered into the
pulpit, and shewed his licence, contrary to all men’s® ex-
pectation. Not long after, it chanced the cardinal to fall
into the king’s displeasure; whereupon divers report that
Mr Latimer’s licence was extincted. Mr Latimer, answer-
ing thereunto in the pulpit, said, “ Where ye think that my
licence decayeth with my lord cardinal’s temporal fall, I
take it nothing so. For he being, I trust, reconciled to God
from his pomp and vanities, I now set more by his licence
than ever I did before, when he was in his most felicity.”

[5 all expectation, Harl. MS.]






